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DEDICATION 

TO ' 

PASCAL JPAO LI 

GENERAL OF, 

THE CORSIC ANS- 



SIR, 

DEDICATIONS are for moft 
part the offerings of in* 
terefted fervility, ortheeflufions 
of partial zeal 5 enumerating the 
virtues of men in whom no vir- 
tues can be found, orpredifting 
greatheis to thofe who after- 
wards pafs tiieir days in unanvi 
brtious indolence, and die leav- 
iiig no menliorial of their exif^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ti D E D' 1 d A T I O Ni 

tence but a dedication, in which 
all their merit is confefledly fu- 
ture, and which time has turn* 
ed into a filent reproach. 

He who has any experience 
of mankind, will be cautious to 
whom he dedicates. Publickly 
to beftow praife on merit of 
which the publick is not fen- 
fible, or to raife flattering ex- 
pe£):ations which are never ful- 
filled, muft link the charaflter 
of an authpur, and make him 
appear a cringing paralite, or a 
fond enthufiaft. 

. I am under no apprehenfions 
of that nature, when I infcribe 
this book to Pafcal Paoli . Your 
virtues,- Sir, are univerfally ac* 
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DEDICATION, vU 

knowiedged y they dignify the 
pages which. I venture to pre* 
fent to y w 5 and it is my fingii? 
iar. fefeat^ that my book is the 
*:ouaKferibf-nts dedication. 

In thus addreffing you, my 
intention is not to attempt your 
panegyricki„ That may in fbme 
meaflire be<:olle£ted from my 
imperfefil: labours. But I wifh 
to exprefs to the world, the 
admiration^Hind gratitude with 
which you have infpired me. 

This; Sir, is air the return 
that I can make for the many 
favours which you have deign- 
ed to confer upon me. I intreat 
you to receive it as a teltimony 
of my di{po(itipn. I regret that 
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viii DEDICATION. 

I have neither power iwr inte- 
reft to enable me to render any 
d&ntial fervice to you and to 
the brave Corficans. I can only 
aflure you of the moft fervent 
wifties of a private gentleman. 
I have the honour to be, with 
all re(pe£^ and alFe£i:ion, 

SIR, 

Your ever devoted, 

obliged humble fervant, 

JAMES BOSWELL. 

Attchinteck, 

Ayrfhirc^ 

i9t)aobcr,i767» 
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NO apsolcgy iliall he m^de fcr 
prefentiiTg the world with Aft 
'Aceountof -Corfica. It has been for 
,fome time ;cipe<aed from me > and I 
own that thieardoBr of publick curi- 
•ofity has bbth encouraged and inti-. 
jnidated me. On my return from vi- 
fiting Corfict, I found people, where- 
.€ver I went, defirous to hear what I 
could tell them concerning that ifl^nd 
:and its^ inhabitants. Unwilling to 
•repeat my, talc to -efery company, I 
ithoMght, it beft to ' prbmife a book 
■ which' {hduld fpeak for: me. 

But. I .would not take upon itie to 
do this,, till I confultedwith the Ge- 
neral bf the rtation. ,1 therefore in- 
ifdrmed him of my defign. Hia an- 
fwer is p'ethaps too flattering for me 
-to publi{lr: but I muit beg leave to 
.give it as th^ licence and fan^tion of 
this work, 

b . 
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X PREFACE. 

Paoli was pleafed to write to jne 
.thus ;. * Non. pu^ effer piu g«nerofo 
il di lei difegno di pubblicar coUe 
ftampe It o^ervazioni che ha fatte 
fopra la Corfica. Ella ne ha veduto 
la 6fica iltviazione, ha potuto efami- 
nare i coftumi degli abitaoti^ e reder 
dentro }e mafilme del loro governo, 
di cm cofiofce la coftituzione. Queftr 
•popc^i con entufiafmo di gratitndine 
unira/Ono il lofo applaufba quello deli* 
£ui<opa difingannata. Nothing can 
be more generous than your defigp .tx> 
publiiH the observations which y&i 
have Made upon Coriica. You have 
feen iti9 natural fituatiolk, you Jiavje 
been able to ftudj the manners of its 
inhabitants, and to fee intimately the 
< maxims of their government, of which 
you know the conilitution. This 
people with an enthufiafm of grati- 
tude, will unite their appkufe with 
'^lat of undeceived Europe/ 

My firft intention was to give only 
a view of the prcfent- ftate of Cor- 
fica, together with Memoirs of its it- 
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jofbiou? Deneral; ., But by the ailvice 
of ibme learned fmnds^ wfiofe judge-:^ 
mcnt I refped:, I j^iilarged my plan, 
And £xied on that, lof'the^xecution 
of which the puUick is new txy judge. 
I hsd before me tvm Freadi^ hook^ 
exprefsly written on Corfioa* The 
one * Hi^ire de Viik dc Gorfe piir 
M. G. D. €.*: prmted ^t -Nancjp in 
1749, The other <'lkfeiMoires>ffif- 
lofiques ice. par M. Jsiifliii Anoicn 
Apodcaire Major ;* printed at Lau* 
ianns io) 1 75'8. From both of. diofe 
iaooks I derived many liiiefui materia^. 
iThe laft of them contains a full and 
ibientifick detail of the natural hiAory 
«£ tht idand) as alfo ' many l^ter^, 
xnaaifeftoes and otiier papers t And 
43oidi of them contain a vatiety of 
particulars with regard to the opera- 
-tions of the French in Coriica. I had 
idfb be&^eme a pretty large <::olledion 
of remarks, which I hiid committed 
to wvidng, while I was in the iiiand. 
' But i ftiil fisund 'my materiak de- 
ficient in many refpeAs. I thtsr^foi^e 

b 2 
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8rii P R E F A C E. 

applied to mjrifriends abroad ; and iri 
xhe mea» timp 'dircded my ftudies to 
fuch bpgiks as might fyrnifh me with 
my thing relative ,to the fiilgcia. . I 
am thu& enabled to lay before the 
,\VQrld jfuch ;An Account o£ Corfica, 
as r flatter myfelf will give fbme fa* 
ti?fa<3iort ; forj in compariiba 6f the 
very little : thit has b^en. hitherto 
>l5nQV^?n qoncetning that ifUnd, this 
Jjook fflaay be faid to contain a great 

4raJ; i:v ....-•. . : •, .; . ... . 

:. It 19 indeed famaising. that an iiland 

jfe itonfiderable, and lin which fuch 

noble I things have been doing, {honkl 

-ho fo impdffedllyi known.V Even, the 

viucetdSion off Ghiefsj has . been unper* 

ceiV^d ; and bccaufe.we have, read .of 

{Bftdi Wng iat the head of the Cor- 

/{jcan* many years hack^ and PaoH 

ftifl appears at their head, the com- 

itnaipd .bae been fuppoied :4ll thi« time 

oioiibepierfonof the; fame jpaa. Hience 

.iftU iQtvir iiews-papers have confounded 

tth« g«ll»nt! FaSfcftl Paoli. h. . the vigour 

iii^'vfliftlihopd, ?witj^ the v«aaerable chief 
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P.TR:3E F A,iC'[E;i xiii 

his deceafed Father Giadnto Paoli. 
Nay the i fame errour had fbuiid it& 
way into the page of the hiftdrian- ^ 
for Df. iSniollet wHen meiifidning 
Paoli at the fiegeof Furiarii a" few 
years ago, - fays he was then pafft four- 
fcore. 

' I. would in the firft place- rfetbrfi 
my moft humble thaflks to-Pafeaf Pdf- 
oil, for the .various coff^milnifcaf-idiis 
with which be has heenplt^fdd to' fa- 
vour mJerj^and as I « 
remarfcahle >fayings, 
honour, ithat I hav< 
nor dirnimOied ; nay'fo -fcrtipuicftis 
have I; been, that I w'buld not mal&e 
die ' feialleft variation ^Vven'wfeefti-friy 
friends thought it ^ Would- be an^irti- 
|>rc^einei>t,, I know with how iftuch 
pleafiire J \ije rtad what i8:^erfe<ftly 
ftuthentick/'. '• ' : .. "r-j 

'C6u6t5itjvarola waSjfo' good^ifsf to 
return iiie>full and diftiffidl anfw^a-to 
a variety of queries whith I fefftt hiin 
with regard to niany particuitfrs^ Son ^ 
cerujng Coriica^ J am much indtsbt^d 
b 3 
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PREFACE. XV 

I acknowledge my obligations to 
my eftecmcd friead Johifi Dick Ef- 
quire, hx8 firitannick Majefty's Con- 
&1 at LeglKurn, to Signor Gian Qui- 
Itco Ca£i Bianca, to the learned Gxeek 
phyfician fiignor Stefanopcdi, to Co> 
lonel ButtafocQ, and to the Abbe 
Rofiaiai. Thefe gentlemen have all 
contribfuited ij^eir aid in ere^ng-,my 
little ^{xinment to liberty. 

I am aUb to thank an ingenious 
geotleman :who has favtDmred me, with 
the tran^tionsof SenQca*s Epigcamjs^ 
I made afftUcatixMi far this ^vour, in 
ti»e Londotn Chronicle ; and to. the 
]ionour of .literature, I-iound * 
liaries. very liberal. Several 
tions^ were fent, of which 1 1 
liberty to ^efer thofe which 
f^oaicm of Patricius, and 
were improved by another ingenious 
cori^pondiErat under the Signature of 
Pleb^uiB. . B^ a fubfequent aptplicatipn 
I ^MB^ed thati Patriciiis would Let me 
know to whom I v2& obliged sor 
whait 1 confidered as a great ornament 

b4 
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fenfibl^. ^hpiv tniuchi it is; i0;tprpvbd:bj(:. 

thjeir i2Qr»c<^oi3s,^ It is; ^mdhm my. 

anks tQ the i-everenj 
• of -black: Notely in 
^ 0I4 ai;4' 4iwft intir 
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fiiatc friertd the wterfchd Mr»Teiiiple 
reftour of Mf mhcad HI Devjaifhirci 
I -am dfo obliged tb My Lord* Men- 
boddo-for many judicious renuirks,' 
which: his thorough ^<|uaint^ce i^ith 
ancient learning enabled him to rnak^; 



tKrns or my mends witn aetefencei i 
have hot alfiriay;^ agreed witji them. An ' 
anit^Ourfhauid.tJe^ad to hear every » 
(C4|ti(^ remark, l^t I look upon a 
mant as! unworthy to wfite, who has '■ 

• It 15 Ac cuftom in Scotland W give Ac Judges pft^* 

-cc^A «f jfrtB^tt Ac title of hoT4$ .i>)r Ac naipcsi of iteii: ^atci. * l 

Thus ter.lBurnett is. Lord Honboddoy and $ir PMi V^ ^ 

f^rnitJc) i5;Lwd,|iaiJcf . - . •. : . ' • * ^ / ; . 
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tielcnrcs^. ' • ' 

I hacTc endeavouftd to avoid «n 
oftentatious difplay «f^ learning. By 
the idk and tiie frfvoliMis indcedy 9.»y 
appearance of learnjflg is caUed-p«y 
dantry. fejt ^ I dp not write Cm- 
fuch dreaders, I paynp regard i» their * 
cenfures. Thofe by whom I wiih to 
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bejaiiged, will, I hope, approve of 
mf adding dignity to Coriica, by 
ffaffi^ng its coniiderati<»i among the 
tndents, and mil hot be difpieaied 
to £nd my page fometimes€mb€lli{h<- 
ed with a feafenable quotation from 
the CSailicks. The ttanibtiofifi am 
iCbribed to theijr : pit(^er autfasoyrs. 
What are not foa&nbeid>ate x&y own. • 
ft may be ^neoe^ry to fay fdme'^ 
thing in defence of my-ortho^pliy* 
Of ikteit haptbeodme the fa^on to 
tbider oar language more t neat and 
trim by leaving otit k after c, and u 
in vbe laft fylkble of wofd^ whic^ 
iifed to end in our. The iliuftttoui 
Mr. Sabnid Johnfon, who has alone 
d^Kcoted in* £ngknd what was the 
ta& of whole academies in other 
countries, has bem earful in his Dic*- 
tbnary to preiferve the k as a mark of 
-feutoii originaL H^ has . for moft 
part tob, been careful to prefervctbe 
t>, btit he has ^{o Ottirteed it in k* 
fO^al'wonls, I have retained the k. 
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pje' fuc Ji ;-a«. idea: of : Ws . confe^uencc 
^s he . wifhes ! mayf be 'received. ; F<^ 
rriy part,,.!' ihciuldr.he. proi^d to be 
kftown a^ an autkour ; and I have 
^n ardentf ambition for literary fame '5 
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A man 

a htyak \ 

the wDrl 

a refped 

ciety, w 

that cba 

tion of J 

an unifo 

fee us ev 

and to a 

the fett( 

The aut 

may allow his najiuralrdifpofition. aiji 

«afy play, and yet indulge the; pride 

c^ jfuperiovir genius wh^n he:cpnfiders 

tliat by thofe who know -him only as 

an aythour,; he never ceafes to.bf 

xefpeded. Swch ian authour when in 

his hours of gloom and difcontent, 

may have, the confQlation to thirjk 

that hi$ writings are at that very time 

giving pleafure to numbers j and fui?^ 

an authour may cherifli the hope, .of 
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being remembered after, deatb, which 
h^$ been 4 ^eae ob^d to thd nobleft 
minds in all ages. 

Whether I may merit any portion 
of literary fame, the puUick will 
judge. Whatever riiy ambition may 
be, I truft that my confidence is not 
too great, nor ray hopes too (anguine. 
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iNtRODlJcnOR 

LI B E R t' Y is fo natural, and fo dear 
to mankind, whether as individuals, 
or as members of fociety, that it is ihdif- 
jienfibly necefiaiy to our happinefs. Every, 
thing Worthy arifeth from it. Liberty gives 
health tothe nlind, and enables us to enjoy 
^the full exercife of our faculties. He who 
is in chiins cannot move either eafily or 
gracefully ; nothing elegant or noble can 
be expefted'from thofe, whofe fpirits are 
fubdued by tyranny, and whofe powers are 
cramped by reftraint. 

There are, indeed, who from the darkeft 
prejudice, or moft corrupt venality, would 
endeavour to reafoii mankind out of their 
original and genuine feelings, and perfuad^^ 

A 
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% INTRODUCTION. 

them to fubftitutc j«tificial fentiment in 
place of that which is implanted by Goi>' 
and Nature. They would maintain, that 
llavery will from habit become eafy, and^ 
that mankind are truly better, when under 
ccmfinement and fubjedion to the arbitraiy 
*will of a few. 

^ Such dodrine as this, could never have 
gained any ground, had it been addrcffed 
to calm reafon alone. It^ p^rtif^ns there- 
fore have fouh<t^it neceffary to addrefs them- 
.ielves to the iaiagination ^mjb paffions ; ta 
call in the aid of enthufiafmand iuperfti- 
tion I in fome countries to inftill a ftrange 
Jpye and attachrnent t<> their fovjereigns :; 
^and in others to propagate certain myAical 
notions, which the mind of inan is won-^ 
derfuHy ready to receive, of a divine right 
to rule I as if their fovereigns had defcend- 
ed from heaven. This lafl; idea has been 
cheriflied for ages, from the * Cara Deum. 
ibboles. The beloved offspring pf the Gods,/ 
among the Romans, to thofe various elcr 
vated and endearing epithets, which mo- 
-dern nations have thought proper to beftow* 
upon their fovereigns. 

• But whatever fophifms may be devifed in 
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never be vxyjifin^ but * thp efFeft of a fiqkly 
« coafti^Hti9i:|i ^Sich pr#t## a Jgzi»?fs ijnj 

* defpapcl.e?fc?y^ thsit pvjts jn?p beyoqd hopes 

* ?n4 ffgrs ; mprtifj^in^ ambition, aad other 

* ^iff^ qu^Iitiqs, w|iiehfF?e(|oin begets J and 

* jycif^ad of i^eip*. ^ffordi«»g, oi^ly a dull kind 

* of pleafure, of being care^efs ^d inieniir- 
Vble(^.' 

Ther? is tip doi|bt> bat by entering int^ 
f9cietyi Oi?t|ikii^d ycdm^tarily give up ^p,^t 
of their natural rights^ and "bind themiyyjps 
^ tjje oi?QdJicnj9e of l^ws^ calculated for tbc 
gen^rfil^good* Rut, we mwt^ diflinguifb b^r* 
tyi^n ai4tHorityi ?ind oppi:eip<?n5 betjiveea 
]fiW^$ ^ftd capricious diftates ^ and keeping 
^e orig^l jntentipn of goyernmept ev^r iff. 
tieW^ we fhoiild take e^rc fJt^B^t t^ more re-*- 
ffe-^nt b? l^d upon natijral liberty, tjian 
What the i??9^^U?si of fociety require. 

Perhaps ^he ji^m^t^ ^J^etweep the pp\yer of 
gOvernqiept^ ^d the liberty of the peopl?^ 
(hpu]l4 PQtj^e top firidly marked out. l^ei) 
of tailc reqfcon ^hat pi(a;tiife h^d^ wher? 
the putU^es ^e fo ftrong^ as to be clearly 
leefl. They a4aiiFe a pji^ce of paintings 

. (^} My lo|4 M^lc^worth's Acoouni of P^nmarici p. ^* 
A 2 
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4 INTRrODUCTION'. 

where the colours ire delicately blended^, 
and the tints, which point' out every parti- 
cular objeft, arer foftened into each other,, 
by an infenfible gradation. St^in a virtuous 
ftate, there fliould befuch a mutual confi- 
dence between the government and the 
people, that the rights of each fhould not 
te exprefsly defined. ^ 

But flagrant injuftice, on one fide or other^ 
is not to.be concealed; and, without qoeP^ 
tion, it>is- the privilege of the &dc Aat is 
injured, to vindicate itfelf. 

I have been led .into thefe reflexions frorii 
a confideration of the arguments by whicR 
ingenious men in the refinement of politics 
iavb endeavoured to amufe mahkihd, and 
turn away their attention from the plain and. 
fimple notions of liberty. 

Liberty is indeed the parent of feKcity, 
of every noble virtue, and even of every art 
and fcience. Whatever vain attempts have 
been made to raife the generous plants un- 
der an oppreflive climate, have only fliewn 
more evidently the value of freedom. 

It is therefore no wonder that the world 
has at all times been roufed at the mention 
of liberty ; and that we read with admira- 

3 
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tlon-and a virtuous^ enthufiafin, the gallant 
atchievements of thofe; who huvc diftin-r 
guifhed themfelves in the glorious caufe; 
and the hiflory of ftates who ^ye^e an/mated 
with the principle of freedom^ and made it 
the bafis of their conftitation* 

Should any one tranftnit to pofterity; the 
annals of an enflaved nation, we'lhould 
flcep over whole ages of the h^mbKng de- 
taiL Every thing wouJ4:he, fp poor^ fp t^njie, 
?nd fo abje<ft, that oqe might as well perufe 
the records of a prifon-houfe. 

But we have a manly fatisfa(3:ion in read- 
ing the hiftory pf th€ ajicient Romans ; evea 
abftraded from their conneftions and theit 
broils with other ftates. Their internal pro-% 
grefs alone affords ample mattdr of fpecula- 
tiqn to a judicious and fpirited obferver pf 
human nature* We love to trace the variou* 
fprings of their conduct, and of their ad- 
vancement in grcatnef^. \Ve contemplates, 
with pleafure the ferpients between th$ pa^ 
triciaujs and plebeians, the ftro;ig exertions of 
rude genius, the vigprous excrcifes and hardy, 
virtues of men uncontrouled by .timid fub* 
ji?£lion. ./ . : 

They who entertain an ^travagant venc-^ 
ratioi> for antiquity, would make us believe, 

. A3 



Digitized by 



Google 



$ iNTROfit/CflON, 

that the divine fire of libefty H4s been lon§ 
^go cxhaufted, ahd that any apf>eiranccs of 
it which are to be fbund ih riioJ^ri^ tioies 
are but feeble itid dim, ifh^y woold make 
tts believe that the world is gfdwri dd, that 
the ftrength of human nature is decayed, ancj 
that we are no more to expeft thofe noblcf 
powers which dignifi^ men in fprmfer ages. 
- But the truth is, that hutoia^ pature i? 
the fame at all ti^neSi aftd appeals in different 
lights merely from a difference of circum-r 
fiances. In thd liifiguagt of the fchoolmeni 
the fubftance is fixed, th$ accidents only 
tary, Rome has yet rfie fev^ri hills on wliicil 
Ae conqucrora of the world dwelt, and thefe 
«re inhabited by Romans, Athens ftill oc-5 
cupies the fpace from wheftce philofophy 
dnd genius difFufed a radiance t0 dll the na-- 
fions ardund, and is pofTe^ed by Athenians, 
But neither o^ fhefe people now retain any 
^efenfiblance of their Uluftriotis anceftorS| 
this is entirely owiiig to the courfc of poli-r 
tieal cventSj^ which has produced a tptaj 
change in their manners, 

Thgt the fpirrt pf liberty has flouri|hed in 
modern times, we may appeal to the hiftorr 
ucB of th? Swife, and <>f the Dutch j; ^nd 
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INTRODUCTION. 7 

th« boldefl proofs of it arc ib be found in 
the annals of our own country. 

But a mdft diftingulihed ejcample o^ it 
aftually exifts in the ifland of Coffica. 
There, a brave and refolute nation, h^s nov^ 
for upwards bf fii dhd thirty years, toain-* 
tained a conftant druggie againft the o|J- 
preffion of the republic of Genoa. Thefe' 
valiant iflanders were for a long time looked 
lipon as an inconfiderable Ikttid of malecon- 
tents, as a diforderfy troop of rebels, ivhb 
would fpeedily be compelled to refume thofe 
chains which they had frowarcfly fhaken off. 
They have however confin^ed fteady to 
their purpofe. Providence has favoured 
them ; and Europe now turns her eyes upon 
. them, and with aftoniflrnient kcs them dh 
the eve of emancipating thfemfelves for cVer 
from a foreign yoke, and becoming i frfee 
and independent people. 

Libertas quae fera tamen refpexit — — 
. Refpexit tsLtAth et longo poft tebi^e venit. 

VlFLG. Ecl(Jg, I. 
When a long age of vent'rous toil was paft, 
Ccleftial freedom bleft theif ifle at laft. 

The fmallnefs of t|ie Corfican rtate does 
riot render it left an objedt of admiration'/ 
On the contrary, we ought to admire it the 
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9 INTRODUCTION. 

more. The ingenious Mr. Hume (a) hath : 
ihewn us, that: PLhocJe^, Thebes, anfl many 
of the famous ancient ftates were not fo 
nupieroijs a^ rilje peopje of porlica.now arc.. 
If the ten thpjifaijd Orceins hav? gained im-* 
mprtal hppour beciapfe they were oppofed tp 
the armies of the Perfian pioparch. Shall 
pot the Cojrfipans be fpund iiejTervjn^ of glory, 
who have fet th^mfelves ag^inft fL riepublic^ 
whiph b^s been aided at -different times by. 
the power pf Frai^cc, and by that pf the^ 
empire of Germany ? 

The Corficans have been obliged to fhew. 
particular fprce of fpirit. The.Swifs an4 
the Diitch >ver9 bptb aflHled by powerfpj 
nations in the recovery pf their liJDerties : but 
during the long and bloody war which Corfica 
has carried on, tl^e Ppwers of Europe, vy^hp 
might be fuppofed friendly to her, have ftpod 
aloof, apd fhc has fingle arid upfjipported^ 
weathered the ftorm, and arrived at the de-*- 
gree of coiifequence which, ihe now hplds. 

To give an accpqrit of this ifland, is wha| 
I ani now tp attempt. The attempt is furely 
laudable; and J am pcffiiaded that my 
feaders vvill grant me every indulgence, whcr^ 

* EiTay on the popvlon&efs of ancient nations. 
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tJicy confidcr how favourable ip tfafe ,£\JkhjcO:, 
They wiU confider that I an\ tjl^ iirft Britoa^ 
who has had die curipfity tQ yifitiCorfica, 
a;id to receive fuph inCorpwdonal? to^fiabfe 
him to form a juft idea of it j and theyAvill. 
i^adily make allo^a^ce ^r the entbufi^fhi 
pf one who. has been among the |>]fayc 
iflanders, whi^e jtheir patriotic virtue is at its; 
^ height, and who h^ felt as it wgrib ^ Com- 
piunication of their ipirit. ^ "* 

The plan which I haveprefcribed torpy- 
felf is, to give a Geographical and Phyfica} 
4efcription of the ifland, that my readers 
jnay be made acquainted with the country 
which in thefe latter days has produced fo 
heroic a race pf patriots. To exhibit a con-r 
pife vie>y of the Revolutions it has under- 
gone from the earlieft times, which will 
prepare the mind^ and throw Jight on the 
fequel. Tpflie\v jhe Prefent State of Cor^ 
^ca ; apd to fijbjoin my Joyrnal of a Tour 
to that ifland, ifi whiph J relate a variety 
pf anecdotes, and treafure pp many memoirs 
pf the illuftripus General of the Corficans-r- 
Memorabilia Paolj. 

I do moft fincerely declare, that I feel my- 
felf inferiour ^o the tafk. But I hope the 
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Sketch whicli I givef wUl be of fomd im- 
mediate Tervice^ and iVill induce others to 
execute a more fer fe^ plan. I fhall be happy 
if I cofitribute in a certain degree to give 
the world a juft idea of Coj^fica^ and to in^ 
terefl ^e geiiefous iii it^ favour; and I 
w6uld ad6pt for thia wofk a finiple ind 
l>tootiful irifcriptibn 6n the front o^ the 
Pala:teo Toldmei at Siena, 

Qnod potai feci ; faciant meliofa potentes. 
Pvt dbnp iny beft I let Mtr mtn 4o iiipr^« 
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CH A^ T E It t 

0/ the Situation^ Extent y Ain Soih and 

CORSICA is art ifldnd of iht MtdU 
terr^nean fea, fituated between the 4]( 
land 43 degree of north latitude, aftd betWeeii 
tht 8 and lo degree of eafc longitude^ 
leckohing froiii Londbn, It hath oti the 
poYth the Ligurian fea^ and gttfph of (jfe-p 
noa, Ori the eaft, the Tiifcaiil fta ,• on the 
fymhy * ftfait of teh ttiihs whfth feparates 
it from Safdi^ia i and on the weft the Me- 
diterraitefan. It is about loo ^iies feuth 
of Genoa, and 8o fouth-Weft of Legboma 
fr4)m whence it can plainly be feen when 
th^ weather is clear. It i$ 150 miles id 
length, and ffom 40 to 50 in breadth^ 
being broadeft about the middle. It is 
reckoned 32? miles in circumfbrence ; bat 
an exaft. mfeafardment round it would ex- 
tend to 500 niiles, as it is edged with many 
jproi»ontoriesi and with z variety of bays* 

Pliny the rfjfcr hath given ns a feort, hnt 
very accurate account of the geography of 
Cprfica Sf ^ In LiguiticQ tnari eft Gorfic:li 
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* quatn Graeci Cyrnon appellavere, fed 
^ Thufco proprior, a feptciitrionc in meri- 
^ diem projeaa, ^ lon^a p^ffuum CL milli^, 

* lata majore ex parte L, circuitu CCCXXII, 
^ civitates habet XXXIII et colonias Mari- 

* anam a Maftt^ deduda^i, AtefiatH a 4icr 

* tatoje Sylla (a). In the Ligurianfea, but 

* nearer to Tufcany than tp Liguria, is 

* Corfica,; which tbeGr^el^s called Cyrnus. 

* It extcndejh from north: to fouth,*and 15 
f about 150 miles in length, for thte hioft 
If^rt 59 i^ breadth, and 322 in circunrife^ 
^ j?encfi/ It hajh J3 fl:ate? aiid two colonics, 

* Mariana found^^ by JVIafiasj and :Aleria 

* founded by the di<9:ator SyUa/ Of.thcfe 
33 ftates, riot above five or fix can now be 
traced ; and the colonies .are only to be 
marked by their cuinsv Biit the ufual fide- 
lity of Pliny IS to: be credited in this ac- 
count. . Pohiponius Mela (i) defcribes the 
fituation of Corfica, as does Ptolemy (c), ^ 

Seneca the philofopher hath left us twa 
moft horrid piftures of Corfica, very falfe 
indeed, tut executed with uncommon 
ftrength of fancy and expreflion. Stoic a5 

(a)P\in. Nat. Hirf. lib. if. cap. 6. (^) Pomp. Mel, 

lib. ii. cap. 7, . . (^) Ptol. Geo^. Ub. iii.'ca|i. 2, -' 
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kc was, of a grave and fevere deincaiiour, 
he did not efcape the Emperour's jealoufy, 
but being accufcd as one of the many gal- 
lants with whom the prpfligate Julia had 
been guilty of adultery, he was banifhed 
to Coffica, whei :yen 

years ; and whei lapo 

Corfathey ftillf] Ml 

torre di Seneca, * he 

compofcd bis books de Gonfplatione to Po- 
lybiifs, and to his mother He! via,, with^fe- 
vcral other works ; and here he indulged 
his fretted imagiAation in the following 
cpigranis, 

: -■ I. 

CorUca Phocaeo tellits habitata colot^f 

Codica quae Graio nomine Cyrnus eras : ■ 
Coriica Sardinia brevior, porj-edlior Ilva j 

Cbrfica pifcolis pervia fluminibns :- 
Corfica tembilis quum primum incandait acdas I 

^ Saevior, oftendit quum ferus ora canis : 
Parce rclegatis, hoc eft, jam parce fepultis, 
Vivorum cineri fit tua terra levis. 

O fea-girt Cor ilea ! whofe rude domain 9, 
Firft own'd the culture of Phocaean fwains ; 
Cymus, fince thus the Greeks thy ifle expre{s, . . 
Greater than Ilva, than Sardinia lefs ; 
CoHica ! whoft wiiidiftg rivers feed, 
Unnumber'd as their fands, the finny breed : 
O Corfica ! whofe raging heats difmay. 
When firt returning fvonmer pours her ray ; 
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Yet Bgstpgir'fUs^^ thy fcor^iyfi^ihofcf dMj;^nfc:,L . . , ; 
Wtien Siri^s fheds his b^efid inflaence : 
Spare* fpare the basifh'd ! ^fpsae^ fince&cfa hb dbooli# 
' / Awfeti^i ijtoliTMjgi fok5Wi.tly»at9Bibl ^ . 

light 1^ tbx W*f iti V^ty tQ ^B pains, 
I4ght l^y tiiy earth upon his lad remains^ 

«•.",' ■■\' ' -V,' 

Barbara praerifpCis inclufa efLCoriica faxif f 
Hqrrida, defertis undique vafta locls. • 

l>&ii poma. asmtmoos» (tgem noa ^dtfcataefti^ ^ T: t ^ > 
Canaquc Palladiomunere brama caret ; 

Umbrarijm nati<Jvei;eftlaetabile ip^tu/ - ,, . 
Nuiiaque. in iafaufto oafcitur hc^ba folp i ' , , 

"^ Non panis, non hauftus aquae, non ultimus igms/ 
Hie (oLsk hadi dttQ {wit, ci^uli et eyfilijiiy. ^ 

O { Get^ckf whom rocfcs tc*«fic bounds 
Whcf^ nature fpreads her wilded defarts rounds 
In vain revolving feafons cheer thy foil. 
Nor ripening frtdts, nor waving harvefts fmile i 
Nor bloomi ^ dive im4 ifef ymm imf I j 
The votjve olive to Minery?. d^e^. 
See, fpriiig muyning# fpr^^. her ^iM^r rwg^ ^ ^ 
Yet fhoots no kerb* no verd»re <^Q^ths the plmir^^ 
N9 ^^ing fprings to quench the traveller's thirtf , 
From thy parch*d hills in grateful murmurs burft > 
Nor, hs^kfs ifle I ?hy barren (hores around. 
Is wholefome foaj^ fair Gem* \pmryr f999<l- 
,Nor ev'n the laft fed gift, th^ wi:etched claimy 
The pile funereal, and the facred flame. 
Nought here, alas ! furrou^iding fe^s enclofey 
Nought but an exile, an4 an exile's woes. 

He hath alfb vented hw fpleeii agaiailthc 
place of his exile, in the fame extravagant 
manner, in his books J>e Confdatione. 



Digitized by 



Google ' 



OF q Oil SIC A. ts 

£ut wc ixiuft. cppfider^ tb^t ootwithftand-* 
ing all the boafte(| firnjpefs of Seneca, his 
mind was thei\ ^J^ud^d with jnelancbply, 
and every objeA afound hi;n appeared in 
rueful ^plpurs/ _ 

CqrfiQ^ is, m reality, a mpft agreeable 
iiland* It had froni the ancient Creeks tbe 
napie of Califta, KaAA«> pu account of its 
J>eauty j and we may believe it was held in 
confiderable eftimation, iince Callimachus 
places it next to h^s favourite Dcius, 

H /* oin90 49i9U^dL fWT* t^w* Ktfpyt^ oitnHi 

Nesct in the xattk» PhDenidan CyrnOs dttiie^ 
Ai fcuitful iflCf qI! ty^ ignoble name. 

It is charmingly 'fituated in the Mediter- 
ranean, from whence continual breezes fan 
and cool it in fommer, and^e furroundin^ 
body of water keeps it warm in winter, (b 
that it is one of the moft temperate coun- 
tries inr that quarter of Europe. Its air is 
frefh and healthful, except in one or two 
places, which are moift, and where the 
air, efpecially in fummer, is fufibcating ind 
fickly I but in general, the Corficans breathe 
^ pure atmofphere, which is alfo keen 
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enough to brace their fibres more than ontf 
wbuid cxptd: under fd \;«rafm a fun. \ 

Corfica has indeed beeri pfetty generally 
reprefented as uiiwholefome, which, J ^^p-' 

bad report 
> eftabjirfipd 
[ana, which 
ccaiioned a 
)itahts,. and 
ent to ruui. 
; liland are 

fliflted^ith 
good hafbouFs, fo that we may ap|)ly to it 
what Florus fays of the Carhpania, • Nihil 
hoipit^kisw^i (^)- Nathing more hofpi« 
Jable to the fea/- It has on the north Cea.-^ 
turi. Qn the, weft San Fiorenzo, Ifola 
Roffa,, Calvi> Ajaccio. On the South it har 
Bonifaccio. And on the eaft Porto- Vcc-^ 
chio, Baftia and Macinajo. Of each of 
thefe I (hall give fbme account. 

Centuri,* though at prefent but a foiall 
harbour, may be greatly enlarged, as ita 
fituation is very convenient ». 

{a) Flor. Lib. i. Cap, 16/ * 
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. Sail Fiorehzo is an extenfivc gulph. It 
hins about fifteen miles up into the country, 
and is about five miles acrofs, and many 
fathom deep. The gulph itfelf hath often 
ft violent fiirge^ being expofed to the weft-' 
crly winds j but there Ure feveral creeks and 
bays, particularly on the fouth fide of it, 
which are quite fecure. ' There is in particu- 
lar, a bay under the tower of Fornali, about 
two miksfrdm San Fiorenzo, which is high*- 
iy efteemed, and where veflTels of confide- 
rable bufden may be fafely ftationed. 

, Ifola Roifa is but a little harbour ; but 
has a ccmfiderable depth of water, and is 
defended by a finall Ifland againft the weft- 
erly winds-. They talk of eredting a mole 
to lock it in on every quarter^ It is at pre- 
fcnt one of the principal ports for Com- 
flaerce in the poflfeflion of the Corficans. 

Calvi {a) i^ a large and excellent harbour. 
Cluverius calls it * Ccleberrimus infulae por- 
tus (iJ), The moft famous port of this 

(a) Pofikth^yt in his traoflation of Savaty's Didionar/ 
of Trade and Commerce, has a moft abfurd ob(ervation 
concerning Calvi ; * Its inhabitants/, fays he, < are called- 
talvts.' Who told him this ? What connexion is there be- 
tween the Engliih word calves and the Italian word Calvi ? 
I'erhaps he intended it as wit. If fo, hoyv clumfy are the 
jefts of this Lexicographer i 

(itj Cluver. Corfic. Antiq. 

B 
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Ifland/ The only obje(aian I ever hdu-d 
fBade to itt was by a French Gentleman^ 
who told mei that the bottom of it was 
full of (harp rocks, which were apt to cut 
the cables of fhips which entered it. And 
he inilanced one of the tranfports, which 
had landed fome of the French troops in 
the year 1764. He however was under a 
miilake : for I have been at pain^ to enquire 
very particularly concerning this, and am 
informed from the beft authority, that there 
is nodiing to fear from rocks aft Colvi, and 
that the French tranfport which- fuffered 
a little there, happened to be run foul olF 
by fome of the reft, which was the occafion 
of what damage it fuftained. 

Ajaccio is a wide and comntodious har*- 
bour^ with a good mole, ancfperfddiy fafe* 
It wants only to have a finall f ock in front 
of the nk>le removed, which might be done 
at no great charge, 

Corfica hath alfo in this quarter ievcral 
fmaller havens, which are ufeful for the re-? 
ception of little veflels. 

Bonifaccio is an ufeful harbour-, much 
frequented fince the oldeft times, and very 
fit for Trade. 
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Baftia is not a port of the firft confide-* 
i-ation, as (hips of war cannot enter it^ 
But it hath a mole for the convenience of 
fmall veffels, for which it is very well fitted. 
Theiflands of Gorgona, Capraja and II va, 
or the Elbe, are placed at no great diftance 
in the fea whiclj roUs between the eaft 
coaft of Qorfica and Tufcany, with the 
Pope's dominions 5 fo that fmall vetfels can 
never be at a lofs for prote<^ion, fhould any 
fudden ftorm come upon them, as they can 
r^m into aqy of thefe Iflands. 

Macinajo is not one of the principal har-^ 
hours in Corfica> though it is very fafe and 
commodious for veflels of a light conftruc- 
tion., r mention Macinajo, becaufe it was 
from thence that the expedition fet fail 
againft Capraja, as will be afterwards Teen. 

Diodorus Siculiis celebrates Corfica for 
the excellence of its harbours^ Aorti H i 

ToV qyo/d,a^ofjLevQv ^u^ccMo-ioy (a). * The ifland 
being of very eafy acc.efs, has a moft beau- 
tiful port, called the Syracufian/ This, 
which was antiently called the Syracufian, 
has now the name of Porto Vecchio ; of 
which it is proper to take particular notice. 

{a) Diodor. Sicul. lib. v. 

B 2 
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Porto Vecchio is a fpacious haven, cajJa^ 
ble of containing a very large ileet. It is 5^ 
miles long, above a mile and a half broad, 
has a great depth of tvater, apd a good bot- 
tom, and being land-locked dn every fide, 
as "Wtll fheltered from ftorms, I ittay add, 
that nature has placed a high and rocky 
mbuntairi like a ftately Coluriin to point it 
out at 2C gtcAf diftance. In fhoft, Porto 
Vecchio may vie with the moft diftingtiifh- 
cd harbours in Europe. 

The only objeftion to it, is the badnelS 
of its ^ir, occafioned by th6 niarfliy grounds 
which lie in its neighboiirfiood. fiut this 
clifadvantage may be remedied, as has been 
done at Leghorn. ^ The country about 

* Leghorn was fornierly a Vile rtiorafs of 
^ rather quagmire, the noxious fteams of 
^ which, rendered the air unwholefome ; 
^ but by the Ikill and pairis' of an Englifli- 
^ man, fir Robert Dudley fon to Queeri 

* Elizabeth's potent favourite, the Earl of 
^ Leicafter, the foil was rendered habitable,^ 

* the air much lefs unvvhblefoihe, add the 

* port improved, fo as to become the bell 
•in Italy (^)/ 

From this account bf thfc hirbours of 

{a) Prcfeot S\m of Europe, p. 41 <i 
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Corfica, it will appear of how great con- 
fequenpe ai^ alliance with this ifland might 
. J>e to any of the maritime powers of Eu^ 
rope^ For a fleet ftationed there, might 
pommand the navigation of Genoa, Tufca-r 
ny, and the ecclefiaftical ftate, that between 
3pain and Naples, and ^ good fliar? of that 
to the Levant -, not to mention its influence 
over that of Sardinia. And it may be ma:- 
jterial to gbferve, that veflfels ftationed i» 
the ports of Corfica might be formidable to 
France, as the weftern fide of the ifland is 
diredly oppofite to the extenfive coafl: of 
Provence, on which a defcent might be 
ijaade with cruifers in a vpry ^orf tipie^ 

The northern point of Corfica, called 
Capo Corfp {S), is about 30 miles long, ver 
ry mountainous and fockyi bu): povercd 
with vines and olives. 

There ^re, in feveral parts of the ifland, 
but particularly in Capo Corfo, a great ma- 
ny ancient towers, built about three or four 
hundred years ago, to defend the inhabit 
tants againft the incurfipns of the Turk^ 
and other pirates. There is there a little 
village called Tonjino, ftrpng by fituation* 

{I) There is a place in Guinea, which has alfo the name of 
. ^apo Cof fo. I know not from what. Cluver. Gsog. p. 5 3^7, 

B 3 
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The Gcnoefe have made feveral attacks up- 
on it during the late troubles, but were 
never able to carry it. The inhabitants 
are very defervedly proud of this. They 
ihew with particular triumph, a fliell which 
the enemy threw into thei^ village, to oblige 
them to furrenderi They have placed it 
in a niche on the outfide of their church, 
to ferve as a memorial of their deliverance, 
iand to infpire them with greater zeal and 
devotion when they go to divine worfhip. , 

From Tomino eaft to Baftia, is about 
516 miles of a country much diverfified with 
hills, and abounding in (prings. On the 
coaft are a number of poor fifliing towns, 
and a little up the country, there are feveral 
villages or hamlets prettily enough fituated, 

Baftia has of a long time been reckoned 
the capital of Corfica. It was here that the 
Genoefe held the feat of their fovereign 
power : and indeed Baftia is ftill the largeft 
town in the ifland. It has a ftately appear-- 
ance from the fea, being built on the de- 
clivity of a hill J though upon entering the 
town, one is a good deal difappointed ; for 
the houfes are in general ill built, and th^ 
ftreets narrow, and from the fituation of 
^he town, arc neceffarily very fteep. Th^rf 
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arc however fcvcr^ pretty good bufldinga 
here. It hath ^ caftle^ which commands 
the town and harbour^ whichj though but 
$t forry fortifkation at prefent^ i$ capable of 
being made a place of coniiderable flrengthj 
as it hath a range of hills behind it> on which 
little redoubts might be ereded ; and with 
thefe^ and a few fubftantial outworks to- 
wards the fea^ it might ftand a pretty long 
fiege. The caftle is properly on a feparate 
territory, called terra nuova, the New 
Land, as is, alfb the cathedral of Bailia, 
which has nothing very remarkable. It 
belongs to the bifhoprick of Mariana. 

The church of St. John in this city, by 

no means an inelegant building, belongs to 

the Jefuits, who have here a college. Their 

garden is finely fituated, large, and well laid 

out. This they owe in a great mcafure tp 

the French, who have been Rationed in 

Corfica at different times. From them the 

•inhabitants have learned much of what 

they know of the arts and conveniences of 

,life. There is here a convent of Lazarifts 

or miflionaries, a vaft and magnificent houfe, 

ahnoft overixanging the fea. The convent 

of the Francifcans, and that of the Capu- 

. chins, are fituated on the rifing grounds be- 

B4 
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hind Baftia. The laft ftands in a beautiful 
cxpofur^, and has really a very pretty front. 

From Baftia fouth to beyond Aleria, is 
one continued plain, between 50 and 60 
miles in length, proper for raifing all forts 
of grain, as well as for pafturage. 
- I fay nothing of the ruins of Mariana 
a/id Aleria, the tvy^o Roman colonies which 
flood on this plain ; for as Corfica was much 
difregarded by the Romans, they did not 
think it worthy of having any of their 
taftc and magnificence employed in it. So 
there are no veftiges of ancient grandeur. 
However, as even the dregs of the Romans 
could not be without fome fkill in the arts, 
feveral antiques, fuch as rings, and teals 
with engravings on precious fiones have 
been found here, and fomctimes pretty good 
ones. The ruins of an old town called 
Nicea, faid to be built by the Etrufcansj, 
are flill to be feen on this plain, but with- 
put any thing remarkable. 

Beyond Aleria the country rifes into fmall 
hills, proper for vines, olives, mulberry- 
trees, and many of them for com. It i^ 
traverfed by .fome ridges of mountainsj^ 
upon which, not far from Porto Vecchio^ 
arc great numbers of very fine oaks, the 

"■-',■ . " ^ • ■ ■ ■ ^ 
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Ijcft being to be found here, and at Catnpo^ 
ioro. A rich waved country, with fome few 
interruptions, reaches along the eaft and 
fouth coafls to Bonifaccio, which is a pretty 
confiderable town, well inhabited, and 
Arongly fortified ; and from thence is con-? 
tinued to the plain of Ajacoio. 

Ajaccio is the prettieft town in Gotfica^ 
It hath many very handfome ftreets and 
beautiful walks; a citadel, and a palace for 
the Genoefe governor. The inhabitants of 
this town arc the gentceleft people in the 
ifland, having had a good deal of intercourfc 
with the French, In Ajaccio are the re- 
mains of a colony of Greeks fettled in Cor- 
fica, of which colony a particular account 
ihall be given in the next chapter. 

From the plain of Ajaccio, after pafSng 
fome more' ridges, you advance along the 
weft fhore to the provinces of Balagna and 
Ncbbio, which are very rich, and afford an 
agreeable profpe<a, particularly Bakgnat 
which may be called the garden of Corfica, 
being highly favoured by nature, and leaving 
alfo had in a /uperipur degree the.advantages 

pf cultivation. 

You next arrive at San Fiorenzo, whic^ji 
1$ buf an inconiiderable place, an4 Qf i)Q 
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great ftrength. About a quarter of a mile 
to the fouthward of the, town, arc fome.low 
marfhy grounds, which make San Fiorcnzo 
fo fickly, that few people choofc to inhabit 
it, and the garrifon there muA be changed 
every month. 

On the northern (horc of the gulph, are 
two or thriee villages, of which the principal 
is Nonza. This is properly the key of Capo 
Corfo ', bccaufe from the cape into the in- 
teriour parts of the ifland on the weftcrn 
fide, there is only one pafs, and that leads 
through this place^ Nonza is a little vil-* 
iage> on a high rock, on the extreme pinna* 
cle of which, fome hundred fathoms above 
the gulph, and diredly perpendicular, ftandg 
a tower or imall fortrefs, which commands 
the avenue to.it* Nonza is literally what 
Cicero calls Ithaca, * In afperrimis faxalis 
tanquam nidulum affix^m f^a). Stuck on the 
rudeft cliflfs like a little neft/ After this^ 
the cape begins, which finiflies at Erfa. 
♦ I have thus reviewed the Corfican har- 
bours, and travelled round the ikirts of the 
<;ountry, along its {hores. 

Diodorus Siculus defcribes Corfica as an 
cxtenfive ifland, very mountainous, abound- 

(a J Cic. J^e Orat, lik i. cap. 44 
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ing in large forrcfts, and watered with many 
rivulets, H J^g oAn vria-o$ tv/JLeye^Tis So-a^ ^oKhm 
*m X^o^xs o^eivviv t^ei Te7rvx,ct<riJ,€i'fiy S'^vfd.oTs 

Indeed the interiour parts of theifland arc 
in general mountainous, though interfperfed 
with fruitful vjflleys; but have a peculiar 
grand appearance, and infpire one with the 
genius of the place j with that undaunted 
and inflexible fpirit, which will not bow to 
oppreflibn. As Homer fays of Ithaca, 

Tf^x^* tt^A* <iydiB!i itoupoTpo^of. OdyfT. lib. ix. 1. 27, 

Strong arc her fons, tho' rocky are her fliores. 

Pope. 

The great divifion of Corfica, is into the 
fii QUA and the Di la dei monti; The 
country on this fide, and the country on the 
other fide of the mountains, reckoning from 
Baftia. By the mountains is undcrftood, that 
great range of them which rifes beyond A- 
leria, and ftretches acrofs the iflahd, inter- 
fering it however by no means equally ; for, 
the country di qua, is a third more, than 
that DI LA. Another old divifion of thi^ 
jfland was, to fuppofc a line drawn from 
Porto Vecchio, to the gulph of San Fioren- 
^Oi and the divifion upon the eaft, was called 

(aj Diodor. Sicul. lib. v^ 
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BANDA Di DENTRo, the fi4c Within; and 
jhat on the wcflt, was called bandadjfu^ 
OR I, the fide without^ I i^eyer could Jearo 
the meaning of this divifion farther, tha(i 
^hat, I fuppofe, thofe who inhabited Baftia, 
^nd the plain of Aleria, looked upon them? 
felves as the moft civilized ^ jinpl fo were for 
calling thofe on the oppp|ite fide of the iflan4 
to them * fgrreftieri^ foreigners/ 

The nexf divifion is into provinces* of 
which there are nine i for ^though a great 
part of this country long vjreqt uijder the de- 
nomination of 'feudos^ feus/ and is ftill 
called fo in the maps ; the jurifdiftion of the 
fignors is now gradually wearing out, and 
will fqqn be funk into the general power qf 
the ftate. 

Another divifion of Corfica is iqto pieves. 
A Pievc is properly an ecclefiaftical appointr 
njent, containing a certain number of pirifh- 
es, over which is placed a piEyANO, vi^ho 
fuperintends the priefts, and draws a certain ' 
part of the tithes. But this divifion is a$ 
much ufed for civil affairs, as for thofe of 
the church. 

There are large trafts of uninhabited lan4 
ifi porfica, moftly covered with woodsy tq 
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feme parts of which the peafants refort in 
fummer to feed their cattle, and to gather 
chefnuts, making little fheds for themfelvea 
to lie under. There is hardly fuch a thing 
as a detached farm-houfe to be feen in the 
ifland, like what are fcattered every where 
over Great Britain j for^ the Corficaht ga- 
ther together in littk villages, which they 
caU by corruption * paeses, countries/ I 
remember when I wSs^nce told in Cbrfica^ 
that I fhould travel a great many miles ^Sca-^ 
za veder un paefe, without feeing a country/ 
I could not conceive what they meant. The 
Corficans are in greater fafety, and have more 
fociety with each other by thus living in vil- 
lages j which is much the cuftom in the can- 
tons of Switzerland, and fome parts of Ger- 
many; as it Was anciently among all nations. 
The Corfican villages are frequently built 
upon the very fummits of their mountains, on 
cfaggy cliffs of fo ftupehdious a height, that 
the houfes can hardly be diilinguifhed during 
the day j but at night, when the fhepherds 
kindle their fires, the reflexion of fuch a va-^ 
riety of lights, makes thefe aerial villages 
have a moft pifturpfque and pleafing ap- 
pearance# 
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. In the center of the Ifl^nd ftands Cort^i 
which is properly its capital^ and will un-^ 
doubtedly be one day a city of eminence* 
Here is the gencrars palace j and here is the 
fiipreme featof juftice, where the executive 
power conftantly refides, and where the legif** 

lature is annually aflembled; and here alfo itf 
the univerfity> which in time may become a 
diftinguiihed feat of leafning, though I niuft 
not allow my enthufiafm to indulge itfelf irt 
too e^ger hopes of feeing Corfica an Athens, 
as well as a Thebes. 

Corte is fitaated part at the foot> and part 
on the declivity' of a rock, in a plain fur- 
rounded with prodlgious^ high mountains^ 
and at the conflux of two rivers, theTavigna- 
1K> and Reftonica. It' hath a great deal of rich 
country about it, and a wonderful natural 
ftrength, being hemmed in by almoft impaf-* 
&ble moontainsr and narrow defiles, which 
may be de&nded with a handful of men^ 
againft very large armies. 
. Upon a point of the rock, prominent above 
the reft, and on every fid^ perpendicular^ 
ftands the caftle or citadeL It is at the back 
of the town, and is almoft impregnable; there 
being only one >yinding paffage to climb up 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF CORSICA.. 31 

toit, and that not capable of admitting mdre 
than two perfcns abreaft. Thuanws thus dc-i 
icribes it, * Curiae arx faxo fere undiquc 
praerupto impofita (fl)^ The caftk of Corte 
jplaced upon a rock, broken and ragged al- 
moftoa every fid^/ In the year 1554^ it was 
in pofieiiion of the French, (b) A Capi- 
taine la Chambre betrayed it, for which h^ 
^as aflierwards hanged at Marfeille&« The 
faiM^ hiftorian infornis v^, that after tht 
Corficans had thus got back the citadel oi 
Corte^ it Aood a fi^e by the French gene- 
ral de Thermes, £ron> Auguft to Odober, 
and ^at it was a Scarcity of water, ^hich 
at lail: occafioned its furrender^ 

la the plain, on the dorth of Corte, there 
is a convent of Capuchins, and on the fide 
of the' bill, to th« fouth of the City, there 
is a convent of Francifcans* Here the ge*- 
neral lived while his palace was repairing ; 
and here all Grangers of refped; are lodged^ 
From this convent, one has the beft view 
<£ the city of Corte. 

The learned and ingenious Meffieurs 
HcFvey and Burnaby> when they were at 

V («) Thnan. YQSu tta. s. p. 507, 

(^) Ibid. 
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this convent, were greatly ftruck with thi? " 
romantick appearance of Corte, 

* We could fearce help fancying our-=i 

* felves at Lacedemon, or fome other an- 
« cient Grecian City. Livy fpeaking of 

* Heraclea, has given a defcription of it 

* very like Corte. Sita eft Heraclea in 

* radicibus Aetab- montis, ipfa in Campo^ 

* arcem imminentem loco alto et undiquti 
« praecipiti habet. Lib* 86. cap; ji. He-^ 

* raclea is fituated at the foot of mount 
« Aeta } itfelf on a plain, but hanging 

* over it, ife a citadel^ on a cliff very high 

* and fteep on every fide. One would 

* think he was fpeaking of the very placci 

* At Lacedemon indeed,' as appears from 

* Paufinias, there was no Acropolis or ci*- 

* tadel, and they only called the higheft 

* point or eminence in the city by that 

* name ; from its anfivcring probably the 

* fame purpofe to thfm, as the Acropolis * 

* did to the other ci^es of Greece, it being 
< more difficult of accefs to an cne^ 

* my, and admittir^ of an eafier defence. 
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* gov avuiKoy QVOfJLx^ii&iv ai%^(/JtoXiVy ivTtw^ct A6?ya5 ^ 

* ig^oy TtiromoA. Paufan* lib. iii. cap. 17. 

* The* Lacedemonians have no citadel built 

* upon a high place, like Cadmaea of the 
^ Thebans, or Lariffa of the Argives* But 

* as there are in the city many hills> they 
^ give the moft elevated of them the name 
/ of the citadeL Upon this hill is a tem-^ 

* pie to Minerva/ And Livy, ipeaking of 
its being befieged by Flaminius, obferves 
nearly the fame thing. * Altiofa loca et 

* difficiliora aditu ftationibus armatorum, pro 

* munimenfo objedis tutabantur. lib. xxxiv* 

* cap. 38. The' higher places, and thofe 
' more difficult of accefs, were defended by 

* natural ftrength of fituation; being to the 

* foldiers equal to a fortification/ . 

* According to the itiAitution of Lycur- 

* gus, ike Spartans vrere not allowed to have 

* any fortifications ; hut were to rely for 

* their defciice upon their own valour. To- 
/ wards the decline of the Grecian liberty, 

f hovrover,' they eredted walls in the plainer 

* and more open avenues 5 Locis patentibus 
' plerifque objecerunt murum, fays Livy. 

* The remainder was ftill confided to the 

C 
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f vakwrfof its citlaettJ* Hbww'^, notwith^ 
^ Aailding l3m^i there was fuiBcient likenef^ 
f to form a comparifon betweda Corte and 

* LaccdcnKMi ; cfpecially as the Acropolis 
< Was built upon; the temple of Minerva be- 

* iag placed there. We could not help ima- 

* gining> tiiat yofldcr was the TaygetuS^ herd 
^ the £)ura6as ; and what made the ccBtnpari-* 
^ ion more ihiking, was the rt&mblmice, wd 

* fancibd, between Lycurgus and Paoli: {a).* 

Corfica is extremely* well watered. Its 
principal Idkds^ are thofe of Ino and Ci-^ia^ 
d>9Ut tw0 mile? from ekrh other; both 
ikiiated on the higheft mountain in theiikndy 
called by the ancicaits Mons Aureus, and 
now Gradaccio or Monte Rotcmdo. It is of 
an amazing height, and may equal aoiiy of 
the Alps. From the tc^) of it there is a moft 
extorfiVeriewt^ all Corfica, of tke^eas and 
of Sardinia, with diftant pro^eds of Italy 
and France ; whfle die Mediterranean and 
many of its little ifles are alfo under the eye. 
But peo{Je feldom go to take this view 3 for 
the upper part of the mountain is:a2nioft a 
perpendicular rock^ fo that a man nmft climb 
two miles with the help of his hands and 

(«) Mr. Bafiiaby*8 Journal. 
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knM ; and for the greats part o^ the yeari 
this iihrnenfe motmtain is covered with 
ihow. Thcfc two lakes of Ino and Crcha^ 
kt^^ both of c^niiderable extent. 

In the plain of Alelria> near to Marianai 
is a lake called Chiurlida or Biguglia, which 
is pi'etty largCy and commoilicates with the 
lea ; and near to Aleria^ is.^ lake called II 
S^gno di Diana^ which alfo commiinicates 
t^^iththe feaj and it is remarkable» that in 
fumm^r* when the heat of the fim has ex-^ 
bal^d part of the water, and the reft <>t 
\t i$ abforbed by the fandy botfiom^ thera 
remains a kind of nafenral fait, which the 
Corfican^ find Very good, and eonftantly 
i^ake ufe of* 

: The rivtjrs df Corfica are, the Goloi a 
large and beautiful rivers which takes itsf 
tifd {gottt the lake of Inoi traverfes feveral 
|tfOvi;niced> and aftei" a eourfe of aboVe fevdn^* 
ty jRiiles> empties itfelf into the fea, juft 
by the ancient. city of Mariana. The Ta* 
Vig^ano,. alfo $. confiderable river, which 
takes its rife from t^e lake of Crena, and 
after traverfing a long tradt oi rtjde country, 
empties itfelf into the fea, juft by the an- 
cient city of Akria. The Rcftonica, whiph, 
though but a, fmall river, is famous in Cor* 

C 2 
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fica, on accoant of its particular qualitiesi 
Its water is clear' as chryftal, arid moft iagred^ 
able to drinks ib that Senefca certainly uei 
ver faw the Reftonica, othiefrwirc he wocild 
never have faid^^ that CorjQca had hot ' hauftus 
aquae, .a draught of wat-en'^ The Rcfto* 
nica is faid to be of a mineral nature, and 
very wholefome. It hath a virtue of whiten- 
ing every thing. The ftones^ in its chan- 
nel are like as many pieces of chalk. I 
remember on the road between Rome and 
Naples, a run from a fulphureous fpring, 
which had fomething of the fame quality, 
only it did not give fo very white a tin<9:urei 
as that of the Reftonica, which will make 
iron look almoft like filver, and never ruft. 
The Corficafis frequently dip the barrels and 
locks of their glms in it. ' ' 

There arc feveral other fivers, of vi^hicfc 
I Ihall not give a particular defcription 5 tlie 
Priineila, Fiumorbo, Gravorxric, Valiffco, 
Talavo, Liamone, fine' poetical names. 
There afe alfo a great many ri\%lets, which 
/erve to enrich the country, and keep it 
conftantly frefh. • 

It hath' been faid, that with proper cafe 
and expencc, fome of the ' Gorfican rfvei^ 
might be rendered navigable* j but this, I 
2 
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think, would &e a very idle proje<ft ; for 
their courfes are exceedingly rapid, and when 
there has been a great deal of rain, the tor- 
rents which tunpible froni the mountains 
often bring down large fragments of rock, 
which would dafh in pieces any veflels that 
they (hould encounter. 

There are many naineral fprings, both 
of the hot and cold kind, in different parts 
of the ifland, which the inhabitants of the 
country find to be very efficacious for the 
cure of moft diftempers ; and people of 
fkiU, particularly fome French phyficians, 
have examined them by a chymical analy- 
fis, and approved of them. 

Corfica is extremely well fupplied with 
fifh. I never indeed could hear of any other 
iifh in their rivers or frefh water lakes, ex- 
cept trout and eel. Thefe however are 
found in grc^t plenty, very fat, and of an 
uncommon fize. 

But the rich treafure of fifli for Corfica, 
is in its fca } for on all its coafts, there is 
the greateft variety of all the heft kinds^ 
apd in particular a ibrt pf ton or fturgeon, 
and the fmall fiih called Sardinas, which is 
of an exquifite tafte. And |n ftv^eral pla- 
ces, the Corficans have beds of oydcrs, 

C3 
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remarkably large 5 cf which they hayc n^ 
only a fufficicncy for their own confumpr 
tion, but export a great many to Italy, ' 
From the carKeft times, Cprfica has been 
famous /or its excellent fi(h. Juvenal, when 
fatyrifing the exceflive luxury of the Rod- 
mans in his time, who brought every deli*? 
<:acy from the greatcft diftance, fays, 

MuUus erit domini quein ini£t Corilca. 

Jvv. S>t. V. 1. 9a. 
A pr^dous mullet from the Corfic feas» 
I^or lefs the mafter's pamper'd tafte can pleafe. 

And fince I am talli^ing of the produdi- 
ons of the Corfic^n fpa, I may obfervc, 
that they here ftfh great quantities of co-^ 
yal, of all the three kinds, white, red an4 
black. But I fhall fay more of this, when 
J come to the commerce of Corfica. 

Corfica hath as great a variety of anin 
mals as moft countries. The horfts here, 
are in general of a very (mall breed. Pro- 
copius in his wars of the Goths, fays, they 
run about in herds, and were little bigger 
than fheep (a). They arc, however, re- 
markably lively, and very hardy 5 fom?-? 
V^hat of the nature of Wefch ponios, or of 
^he little horfes galled ihelties, which are 
found in the highlands and iflands of Scot? 
{«) ProcojK de BcU. Getb. ^. 13. «op. a^. 
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Jand ; though I have feen Corfican horfes 
of a very gcx)d fize. The afles and mules 
here, are alfo fmalU but very (Irong and 
wcmderfully agile in fi:rambling along the 
£ttcp rocky mountsuns ; for there are hardly 
any made roads in the Ifland. 6ir Alexan-* 
der Dick, wboie publick fpirit in promoting 
good roads in an improved age, is well 
known to all his countrymen, obfcrved that 
this has been nolofs to the Coriicans during 
the time that they have been employed on- 
ly in defending themfelves in a ftate of na- 
tural freedom. Had their country been 
<^n and acceffible, they had been eafily 
iUbdued by regular troops. It was in a good 
meafure owing to her rugged hills, that an- 
cient Scotland prefervcd her independency. 

The blacklrattle are larger in proportion 
than the bbrfes, but the greateft part of the 
Mand is not very proper pafture for them j 
{6 in general they do not give much milk, 
and their beef is lean and tough. There 
is not fo great occafion for milk in Corfica, 
as they make no butter, oil fupplying its 
place, as in Italy, and moft warm coun- 
tries. They however make a good deal of 
cheefe in fome pieves. 

C4 
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There are here a vaft numbea* of goatsi 
which browfe upon the wild hills j and put 
one ia mind of Virgil's Bucolicks, wher* 
meation is fo often made of this animal. 
Sheep are alio very plentiful, and have fine 
feeding ; fo that their mutton is as fwect 
and juicy as one could deiire> and aton^ 
for the badnefs of the beef. 
^ The Cprfipan flieep are generally black, 
or of a dufky colour j a \yhite (heep being 
bere and there to be met with in a flock, as 
Ijlack ones are amongft our ihcep* The 
vrool is qoarfa and hairy, which the people 
pf the country impute to their flieep being 
of a mongrel race. They h^ve had thoughts 
qf helping this, by importing a good breed 
from England or Spain. But I have been 
tpld by the breeders of {h6tp^ that . the 
quality of wool is not fo much owing to the 
kind of flieep, as to the natuf? of their paf*- 
ture ; for thofe flieep who bjear ^yery rough 
fleeces when upon onp farm, will, when put 
upon another of a. different /oil, bear fleeces 
exceedingly fine. It is very comn^on here, for 
flieep to have more horns than two ; many 
of them have fix. 

The forrefts of this ifland abound in deer. 
And there is here a cqrious animal, galled ^ 
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Muffoli. It rcfcmblcs a flag, but has horns 
like a ram, and a fkin uncommonly bsifd. 
It is very wild, and lives on the higbeft 
mountains, where it can hardly be approach-^ 
ed, it is fo nimble. It will jump from 
rock to rock, at the diftance of many feet, 
and if hard chaced to the extremity of a 
cliff, from whence it can reach no other^ 
it will throw itfelf over, and with firff)fiz- 
ing agility pitch upon its horns,' wifhout 
receiving any hurt. Yet when the'fe c^ta- 
tures are taken young, they are very eafily 
tamed. M. de Marboeuf, the French Cbtti- 
mander at the time I was in Corfica, had^ 
then one <?f them ; and there are now two 
o£ them at Shugborough in Staffbrdftiirc, 
the feat of Mr. Anfbn, who has a rich 
afTemblage of what is curious in nature, as 
well as of what is degant in art. 

The Oorfican animals in general, appeared 

wild to flrangers. Polybius gives us a rea- 

. fbn for it. Aoxei ye fJL^v irivT ^Tvax rec ^Sec 

Tcanrel rifr ntrov ay^tct fid roicuryiv air lav. Oi 

i'vfavrsu ^acroi rai vojjlgU awcLxoK^eiv o\ Toif/Leves 

Tgaj^«ay &^faA tiv naoy {a). * All the animals 
ifi) Ppljrb.hift.Ub/xii. 
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* in die ifland appear to be wild, on tlji$ 
^ accountt that it is fo rude and fteep« and 

* fb thick fct with trec$> thtt the fbeph^rd* 

* are not able to follow their flocks/ Th« 
wild boar is fo^pd here in grefit plenty^ In^ 
deed their fwine, which are very numerous, 
have all a ntiixture of the wild breed, and be- 
ing fed on cheflnuts, they are agreeable food. 

The Corficans are very fond of the din 
verfion of hunting the wild boar, for which 
there is here a race of dogs, particularly 
excellent. They have fmootb hair, and are 
ibmething between a maiUff, and a ftrong 
ihepbcrd's dog. They are large, and ex- 
ceedingly fierce ; but when once they jbbstvet 
taken an attachment, they are very jR(itbfuI 
to their mafter, watch him night and day, 
and are moft undaunted in his defence. 

Procopiua {6) tells us, that there were in 
Corfica, apes wonderfully refembling men ; 
and indeed, this ifland, and all that quar- 
ter of Europe before it was well inhabited, 
muft ou account of its vicinity to ^^ica, 
have fwaro^d with apes. Of thefe, how- 
ever, there are at prefent no remains, which 
ijs a proof, that different fpecies of animals 

{6) Procop« de Bell. Goth. lib. iii* cap. 24. 
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migrate from 9m country to Another, aad 
wh^ their race. w-ear$ out in a particular 
part of the glob*;, it may b^ very amacrous 
foincwh*re. ^^e. Certain it is, that itx 
many cx>uatrie$, the race of fcv«ral animals, 
wdl known there in ancient tiwtQ$, is to^ 
tally €Ktingui(h«d. But I am not ipcline4 
tQ believe that our Crcatour allows any of 
the various creatures which bis almighty 
han4 hath formed, to be abfolutely anni- 
Mated. 

There are hares enough in Corfica, but 
no rabbits 5 though Polybius, when talking 
of the animals of this ifland, %$ there are 
rabbits, and is very minute a^s to theii: fornn 
and qualities 5 faying, that at a diftance, one 
would take them to be little hares, but 
when they are caught, a great difference i$ 
perceived, both in their appearance and tafte. 
There are here no Wolves, nor any of the 
larger wild beafts, unlefs foxes can be reck- 
oned fo, which are here indeed extremely 
large and ravenous. It i$ faid, they not 
only deftroy flieep, but have been known 
to devour even foals. 

There is alfo a variety of birds in Cor- 
nea ', the eagle, the vulture, wood pidgeon, 
turtle^ |hru(h| bjact^bird, and many of the 
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fmaller fpecies ; and plenty of game, as par- 
tridges, woodcocks, fnipe^, and water-fowl 
in the lakes. The poor thrufhes and blackr 
birds too, muft be reckoned as part of the 
gaaie, for -they are very numerous ; and 
from there being a great quantity of the ar- 
butus fruit in the ifland, they are exceed- 
ingly fat, and are efteemcd a particular de- 
licacy. It is barbarous to dcftroy, for the 
mere luxury of the table, birds which make 
fuch fine mufick ; furely their melody af- 
fords more enjoyment, than what can be 
had from eating them. They are, however, 
a very common difli in the fouthern coun- 
tries, particularly in France. 

In general, it may be obferved that this 
ifland is fo privileged by nature, that there 
is no poifonous animal in it. For although 
there are fome fcorpions, their bite carries 
no venom. The creature in Corfica, which 
approaches neareft to a poifonous animal, is 
a fpider, of an extraordinary fize. Its* bite 
will irritate, and inflame to a great degree, 
and the fwelling which it occafions, is very 
alarming to one unacquainted with it ; but 
it foon goes away, and no bad confequences 
follow, more than from the ftinging of our 
*bees. This fpider has by fome been rhif- 
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t^i&eii for the faoious t&rantula of the kingr 
dom of Naples, /t - 

Trees grow rc^markably well in Corfica. 
Tl>ere is here alnioft every fort of for reft 
trees, but it is principally adorned with 
pines of different kinds^ oaks, and cheftnut 
trees. All of thefe are to be found of 9 
grejit fize 5 fome of the pines in particular, 
are -exceedingly lofty, and the cheftnut treQ 
grpws to a prodigious, bigncfs. 

There are extenfive forrefts in diffeirent 
places. That of Vico is moft remarkable. 
There is in Corfica, timber fiifficient to 
.maintain a.very large fleet, and the timber 
here, is much harder than one would expedt ' 
in fo fouthem a latitude, owing to the rocky 
foil of the country, to the perpetual cur- 
rents of frefli air through its valleys, and to 
the temperature that proceeds from fome of 
its mountains being half of the year in fnow; 
and this is alfo one great caufe of the falu- 
brity of the cliniiate, in which Corfica has 
much the advanl^age of Sardinia. 

The Ilex, or ever-green oak, is very 
common her?, and gives the country a 
chcarful look even in the depth of winter. 
The lemon, the orange, the fig and the al- 
mon trees are alfo frequent. There are. 
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however, few tr alflut tt«&^ and thfc ijJple^ 
pear, plumb and cherry are hot remarkably 
good, which is pitibabJy bWiilg to no care 
being takeij of thern^ Corfica'has^ the pomc^- 
granate in great perfeftion, alfb the Indian 
fig and the aloe i which laft id faid to flow- 
er herei as well as in the Eaft. 

The CorficiA mpuntains are covered with 
Ae arbutus or Arawberry tree, which gives 
a rich glowing appearance as far^ n^ ^e 
eye can reaclu Indeed the iflatid Is very 
like the cwintry which Virgil defcribe& ui 
the feat of rural felicity* 

Gfondc foes laeci' redemit, daat irbuta tylvke • ' 
Etva^ios poaijt foetus siatumoos.Qt^kQ . 
Mitis in apricis ccx^uitur Vindemia faxb. 

VtiiG. Georg. lib. ii. 1. jjcu 
Oft fatnitti^ msdt^ ttie Avine wtU ple^*d, are fed ;' ' 
And evcfy wood wWi itrbwnii is rai- 
Benignant autumn fmiling on the fields^ 
All various fruits in rich almndancc yields ; 
. WMie cv'iy r #€67 tiocKicaMi vines dil|>lays» 

Whofe grapes are aollow'd by the 6m*B warm liya- 

The mulberry grows well hefe^ and i^ no« 
fo much in danger from blights and thmi^ 
derftorms as in Italy, and the fenth of 
France 5 fo that wl»enerer Corfica enjoys 
tranquillity, it may hare abuftdafice of filk^ 
We muft not omit the laurel, to which Cor* 
fica has furely a very good claim. The box 
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ttie is a Very eottittton phut here. In moft 
countries it is dwarfifh, and generally ufcd only 
for hegdes i but it ^rovrs to a good fize in 
Corfica, and may be reckoned a timber tree. 
Bocbart (a) has very ingenioully (hewn, 
that the benches of the Tyrian (hips, which 
according to the common tranflation of 
Ezekiel, chap, xxvii. ver. 6, are faid to have 
been made of ivory brought out of the ifles 
of Chittim, were moft probably made of 
Corfiean boxwood. 

Theophraftus in his hiftory of plants expa- 
tiates on the wonderful fize of the Corfican 
trees ; to which he lays, the pines of Latium 
were nothing at aH. He alfo fay*s, the trees 
were iramenfdy thick here ; his expreffion is 
very ftrong, Koi oAw$ itac-ocv ttip fHitrov S'cur^oLv 
^ ^dite^ iy^mfA,ivnv r^ wA« f^J* * The whole 
ifland fcemed crouded and favage with 
woodsf/ He relates a ilrange tradition, that 
the Romans, who were ftruck with the 
vaftnefi of thefe woods, built here a pro- 
digious large fhip, which carried no lefs 
Aan fifty fails, but was loft in the ocean (aj. 
This authour gives another ancient tefti- 
mony to thegoodncfs of the climate, foil, 

(a) Bochait Gcog, Siw:. pars i. lib. i. cap. 5. (B) Theo- 
phfaft. Hlft. lib. V. cap. 9. (0 lb. 
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and air of the ifland, Kppfos fjihf S% sX'n i^td 
rmv ecveairy tvre o^ to g<fct^o$, o^ rov a%^ 'urohv 
S'cKfi^^i r£v oihXw (aj. * Corfica therefore, 

* whether in refpefl: of its temperate cli- 

* mate (bj, or in refpeft of its foil, or of 

* its air, greatly excelleth other countries/ 

The different kinds of grain in Corfica, arc 
wheat, barley, rye and millet ; all of which 
grow extremely well in feveral parts of the 
country. There are no oats here, as indeed 
hardly ever in any of the fouthern coun- 
tries. They give their horfes and mules 
barley. The millet is excellent in Corfica, 
and when mixed with rye, makes a whole- 
fome bread, of which jthe peafants are very 
fond. Cheftnuts may be reckoned a fort 
of grain in Corfica ; for they anfwer all the 
purpofes of it. The Corficans eat them 
when roafted by way of bread. They evea 
have them grinded into flour, and of that 
they make very good cakes. 

There is a vaft quantity of honey produ- 
ced in Corfica ; for the ifland has from the 
carlieft times been remarkable for its fwarm^ 
of bees. When it was fubjedl to the Ro- 
mans, a tribute was impofed upon it of no 

{a) Theophraft. Hift. lib. v. cap. 9. 
{h) I follow Scaliger's interpretation of in^tf* He tranC 
Ittes it Temperies. 
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Ifefs tfcanr two faimired thoufand pounds of 
wax yearly {a). Indeed the' kurel, the 
tilmon tree, and the iByrtle, m the flowers 
of whichf the bees find fo much fweetneft, 
are very common here 5 and the hills are 
all covered wkh wild thyme, and other 
fragrant herbs. Yet its( hpney hath always 
been accounted bitter^ by reafon of the box- 
wood and yew, a$ Diodoru? {i) and Pliny {c) 
obfefve J which make Virgil's Lyci^as wiih 

Sk tua C/rnaeas fngiant cxaimna taxes. , 

ViRs.Eclog. ix. 30. 
. 'So tnay tfay bees refufe 

The baleful juices of Cyrtiaean yews. 

. Wartok. . 

and Martid wfit-e 

Audet facundo <^i carmina mittcre Nervac, 
Hyblaeis apibas Coctica meUadabit. 

Martial. Hb. Ix. Epig» 27* 

To tunefhl Nerva, who would veHes fend^ 

May Corfick honey give to Hybla's bees. "Dat, . 

M^y people think the bitternefs which 
is in thcCorlican honey vciy agreeable. The 
-reafon which Pliny affigns for the' bitter- 
nefs of tlw honey, he alfo affigns for the 
/excellejDce of the wax.^ Having mentioned 

' ' (4) Llr. Ub. xffi. e^. 7. <^) Diodor. Sicul. Kb. v. 
cap. 29J. (0 PUn. lib. xW. ciqp. i.6 

p • 
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the Punick, the Pontick, and the Cretan, 
he fays, ^ Poft has Corfica (cera) quoniam 

* exbuxo fit habere quandam yim medicar 

* minis putatur (^). After thefe, the Cor- 

* fican wax ; becaufe it is made from the 

* box tree, is reckoned to have a certain 

* mediGinal virtue.* 

There are in Corfica, a great many mines 
of lead, copper, iron, and filver. Near to 
San Fiorenzo is a very rich filver mine, 
yielding above the value of 5I. fterling out 
of every 100 lib. weight of ore. The Cor- 
fican iron is remarkably 'good, having a 
toughnefs nearly equal to that of the pre- 
pared iron of Spain, famous over all the 
world. It is faid that the true Spanifli bar- 
rels are made of iron which has been worn 
and beat for a long time in heads of nails 
in the flioes of the mules, who travel with 
a flow and inceflTant pace along the hard 
roads. But a very fmall proportion of the 
great quantity of Spanifli barrels, which arc 
fold in ali parts of Europe, can have thi§ 
advantage. The metal *of the Coffican bar- 
rels is little inferiour to that of the gene- 
rality of Spanifli ones, and they begin ta 
make them very well. 

{a) Plin, Nau H^, lib. xvL cap, i6« 
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An allufion has been<lrawn from the iron 
mines, and the name of Corfica, to the 
charadler of its inhabitants. Hicronymus 
de Marinis, a Genoefe, who writes on the 
dominion and government of the republick, 
fays of this ifland, * Terrae vifcera ferri 

* fodinis affluunt, naturae cum ipfo Corficae 

* nomine in uno confpirantis praejudicio, ' 

* Corfi enim corde funt ferreo, adeoque ad 

* ficam armaque prono (a). The bowels of 
/ the earth abound in mines of iron ; na- 

* ture confpiring, by a fort of prejudice, to 

* form a fimilarity between the name (i) of 

* Corfica and the temper of the people ; for 

* the Corficans have hearts of iron, and are 

* therefore prone to arms and the fword^' 
The Marquis D'Argens (c) applies to Corfica 
thefe lines of Crebillon, 

La nature inaratre en ces a&eax climats, 
Produifoit an lieu d'or du fer et des foldats. 

In that rude ifle, inllead of golden ore, 

Nature, to aid the genius of the place. 
On her high hills the maify iron bore, 
t And bade her fens ft ill rife a hardy race. 

I may add 

And virtue ipringing from the iron foil. 

John Home. 

(a) Gracv. Thefaur. Antiq. vol. I. p. 1410. {i) Corfica, 
Cor-fica. Cor, the heart; Sic a, aftiletto, heart of Ikcl. 
(r) Lettrei Juivcs. let. 55. 
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There are alfo mines of allunii and of 
falt-petre, in feveral parts of Corfica. 

Tiiereis here a kind of granite, extreme- 
ly hard, fomc of it approaching in quality 
to the oriental granite, which was fo famous 
at Rome, and of which fuch noble columns 
are ftill remaining, faid to have been brought 
from Egypt. I fear it would be extrava- 
gant to conjefture, that fome of thefe co- 
lunins may have been the prpduce of Cor- 
fica'; for, befides the perfeftion of the hi" 
eroglyphicks, which prove them to have 
been in Egypt, I queftion if fuch large 
pieces of granite could be raifed in Corfica. 
There is here likewife porphyry, and a great 
variety of jafper. The magnificent chapel 
' of the grand duke of Tufcany, at Florence, 
is finiflied with Corfican jafper, with which 
its infide is elegantly incrufted, and has a 
moft beautiful appearance. 

On the borders of the lake of Ino, they 
find pieces of rock chryftal, veiy clear, and 
with five fides, as if they had been cut by 
a lapidary. They find fome of it too in 
the mountains of Iftria. It is fo hard, that 
it fl:rikes fire ; and the Corficans frequently ' 
ufe it for flint to their fulils. 

Near to Baflia, there is fpund a ibrt of 
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mineral, calkd by the country people, pctra 
quadratd, beciufe ft is always found in little 
fquare bits. It has much about the hard- 
nefs of marble, has a colour tike iron-ore, 
and weighs like lead. The Corficans afcribe 
certain myftical virtues to this ftone, as ap- 
pears from an odd trionkifh diftich made in 
its praife. 

Petrae quadrataH dure de marmore natae» 
Innumeras dotes quh numcnrc poteil ! 

Of the fquare (lone of inart>Ie grown. 
The virtues fSll, what man can telt ! 

From the defcription of CoHica, which 
I have now^ given, it will appear to be a 
country of confiderable importance. Ac-^ 
cording to Mr. Tenfipleman's Tables, in his 
New Survey of the Globe, the ifland con- 
tains 2520 Iquare miles. It hath a num- 
ber of good harbours. Its air is excellent, 
and its productions rich and various. 

I (hall conclude this chapter with Homer's 
defcription of Ithaca, which, in general, 
may be well applied to Corfica. 

OJt« fmvyioi iTiV* ^iffttfft /^ [jliv lAttha, tokKoi, 
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A}yifioTof J^* ctydBn Ktii ^nCoTOi' W/ yiXv Shn 

TftT TO/, ^«F, ifltfXH^ >^€ Keti u Tpointf ovo^* uoi» 
Trtf Tip T»A» ^flco-iy Ax^iJ^of iyLyL*.f<u etttif, 

Odyff. lib. xiii. L 23S. 

. Thou feed an iiland, not to thofe unknown, 
Whofe hills are brighten*d by the rifing fun. 
Nor thofe that placed beneath his utmoft reign. 
Behold him iipking in the weftern main^ 
The rugged foil allows no. level fpace^ 
For flying chariots, or the rapid race ; 
Yet, not ungrateful to the peafant's pain^i 
Suffices fulnefs to the fwelling grain. 
The loaded trees their various fruits produce. 
And cluftring grapes afford a generous juice : 
Woods crown our mountains, and in every grove 
The bounding goats and frifking heifers rove : 
Soft rains and kindly dews refrefli the field. 
And rifing fprings eternal verdure yield. 
Ev'n to thofe fhores is Ithaca renown'd, 

' Where Troy's majefUck ruins ilrow the grouncl* 
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C H A P T E R II. 

^ conciji view (^ the Revolutions which 
, Cqrsica has undergone from the earliefi 
times. 

ALTHOUGH many diftinguifhed 
authours have, in conformity with 
the tafte of the a^e, rcjefted every inquiry 
into the origin of nations, and prefentcd 
their readers with nothing but what can be 
dearly attefted ; I confefs, I am not for hu- 
mouring an inordinate avidity for pofitive 
evidence. By being accuftomed to demon- 
ftration, or what approaches near to it, and 
at no time giving any credit to what we do 
hot fully comprehend, we are apt to form 
a pride and infolence of underftanding ; the 
mind acquires a hardnefs and obftin^cy, in-p 
confident with the true intention of our 
faculties in this imperfedt ftate, and is ren- 
dered unfit for the reception of many imr 
portant truths. 

But not to deviate iAto metaphyfical /pe- 
culation, I have always thought, that even 
the dark and fabulous periods are worthy of 
fome attention. The foundeft heads among 
the ancients thought foj and their works 

P4 
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are therefore more agreeable, than if they 
had confined themfelves to ftriiSt authen- 
ticity. The origin of every nation is, as 
Xjiyy fays, * Poeticis decora fabuKs (j). 
Adorned with poetical fables/ Thefe arc 
always amufing to the imagination, when 
neither taiious,, nor too^ cxtravag«K. Wc 
]pvc to be led on in a gradual progrefs, and 
to behold truth emerging from obiburity,. 
Hke- the &m breaking thro' the clouds. 3uch; 
a progrefs makes a part of our own nature,^ 
which advances from tiie dawnings" of being 
ia our infancy, to greater and g^eatec in- 
telligence. 

They, whofe genius isdipe<fted to th^ lludjf 
of antiqtikies, beffdes the inMiie^ate delight 
which fuch traditions afibrd them^ are often 
abk, from hints feemingly defached and 
unimportant, to trace the fundpimental truth, 
and extend tlie bounds of reality. Few 
indeed have, that peculiar tutri for inquiry, 
to defcrve. the name of anjiquai^an&» But 
there is an univerfal principle of curiofity^ 
with refpeO: to times paft', which makes 
even conje(aqre^ be received with akindof 
pleafing veneration ; and although the great 
end of hiftory is inftnvftibn, J think it is 

(<?) Liv. Prooem. 
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alio: valuabte^ when it iervos to gratify this 
curioiity. 

I ihall therefore^ in treating of the r^vo^ 
lotions c£ Cos&czy. go as far back as books 
will ferye me> though at th^ikmc time, I 
intend to ^vr no snore than a conciie reci- 
t^y and anv rather to fbew nvy readers what 
ifi to he ieenj^ than to det^n them- till I ex-^ 
kihit a foil view of it. 

The eadicft. accounts that we have c£ 
Corfica> are tof he found in Hcrodotusv He 
tells us, that its firft inhahhaats were ^be« 
niciansr; for, that CadnMis, the ibnof AgjS- 
nor,, when wandering m queft of Enrepa^ 
fell upon this ifland, which was named Cal- 
Ma, and left there fome of hia^countrymeo^ 
with bis ov^^n^ciyiriin Mcmhtearetre (a). He 
telEs UB> tftat eight generations after this, 
Theras bcorngj^t a colony to the iAafid> &om 
LacedaemoQ. This Theras {6) was origi- 

KaAkI^ tit AUTn'TAiirf dtoyw^t}A%ii£KkA^ H no/AfM«s 

01 If X^f' ip^i» elri j^^KXtH Mihn^ 'r^n^rets thto, kata^ 
hHTTHya,^ ir T» viat^ TAtir^ dbihttf Tt tA^ ^oivUmr a^ /i 

Herodot. lib. iv. cap. 147. 

{b) Hf /J (^f*? OWTOT ^t»0f €«)> KAJ^fA»0t9 T»f fMIT^^ 
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nally of the race of Cadmus, but, being 
uncle by the motherfide to Euryfthenes and 
Procles, the two fons of Ariftodemus, and, 
on that account, having governed the king- 
dom as their tutor; when they grew up, 
and became kings of Sparta, Theras fcorn- 
ing to live a private life, and to be under 
the government of his pupils, determined 
not to remain at Lacedaemon, but to go and 
join his kindred in the ifland of Corfica, 
then called Callifta. Accordingly, (c) he 
went thither with fome chofen companions, 
not with any intention to drive out the for- 
mer inhabitants, but, on the contrary, 

Eoi^T«F /• Iti tcov VTcxi^av rircov^ VYirrimy W/TpoTtfi«F eiX* 

ii^iK^iS'iaVi jtflti TafAhttCovrm Tnv df^nv, SrvJ^h o Qnpttf 
S'eivlv TToiiviJLgvof fltp;^€flS-ai u^r* ikKmt Wd t< iyzv^dLT^ 
ifXJ^U oy;t l^if yiiveiv h rn AetKiJ^Aifxovi, cJaa* fltTeTAeiT- 
ffi^cu ii rovf ffuyytvictf* Herodot. lib. iv. cap. 147. 

CcJ OZroi hi/Jt9V7o riiv Kawl^tiv KAKi^fAvrif Wly^nif, 
crpiK M GnpAv ihiSv ix Actxe/aZ/xoyo^, axrw Av<tf2v, E^? 

€vvomffm T»To/fl*r a^ iJ^AfjiSi \^iKav Avrit^ «i*AAd? KelpTA 
•iitnhvfjLivoi. ET£i re /i ka} 01 Mivvaa ixJ^pArru Ik rtif 
ipKTtif i'^oyro u rh TnvyiTop, ruf AAKiJ^aAiAO¥$0y fitfKivo^ 
Ijikvuv a^XAi fltToAAvVdtr, TApeiTUTajt OnpAf Sku( /txifTt 
fovof yipfiTAt, ewT^f Tf vTiJ^iKir'a ff^iAi i^d^tiv ix rnc 
%<ypn<. 'Svyx^fiii^dvrm J^i T»f yi»(Jiif 7Sf hAKiJ'euyiovimt 
7fiffi TpiviKovlipotffi if TauV MifJiCKieipiu ATrcyopttf ST^Wf. 
• •••#♦ Tjf J^t n^^ i^i TOW pi*/ri» 0ilp« i tnrmwiAin 
<^m7o« Ibid, el cap. 14^^ 
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with moft friendly difpofitions towvds 
them. 

Some time after this, the Minyae, a wan^ 
dering tribe, who had taken refuge among 
the Lacedaepionians, having become obnox- 
ious, on account of their afpiring views, 
were thrown into prifon, and condemned 
to die ; but Theras perfuaded the Spartans 
to fpare them, proniifing, that he would 
carry them out of the country ; and. ac^ 
cordingly, he carried thdni tQ the ifland of 
Callifta, to join the new colony which he 
had fettled there ; and from him, the ifland 
was called Thera. 

Thefe Minyae, though but a wandering 
tribe among the Lacedaemonians, were, in 
reality, of illuftrious defcent, being the 
poilerity of the heroick Argonauts (^ar). 

(a J Toip fjt Tjf< Apyif Iti^aJw 'jralj^m¥ *jreuJ'Uf i^iArt- 
h%f\u viri UiKftcytif rSv tK B^avpSvof KniffttyAvm rii 

oix^vjo *jrKioy]i( u AetKiJ^aifjLovA. 'l^ou%vot<ti ifrfTfluyi^^9 

TUp^K llCAIOV. AAKlttdLlfAOVitt /i }J^OV^U, iyftKoP Vw%lA*W9¥9 
Vr%V^0lJl%V9t TIHf Tf ^ OKoiif ^ffU Ol tfi T.^ ^^yih^ «lpWli- 

•fI/ ?Agfor^ tai iiWAV (aIp MtvvAt, *jrcuJ^u J^i Sir r£v %v tS 
Apfo7 *jrKiov]»v ipeitfp' ^rpo^ivld^ yip rirnf i^ AnfAfpp, ^w*. 
^iv^At a^%dif Ol J'i AAKiJ^Adjjiirioi iMKoim r^r Aefor 
Tif< yiviini rav Uivviar, nfi'^Avlu To/ft/rspoF, «p«Tioi^ ri 
y%\oy]u Sitoiiv Tf if T«r X^9^^» ^ ^^^ cudonp, Oi /i 
ipA(r<tVf vT b WiXAffySv iKChtniivliit nKew u tk< TAJiptLi* 
/i;6cC/c7«7w>fltp »¥AI ?T« T«T» yifit^Ar /itf^o/Ti oiicW 



Digitized by 



Google 



60 AN ACGOUlJT 

This account of the firft peopling of Cor- 
fica, is a very curious piece of ancient hif- 
tory. It h indeed very probable, that the 
Phenicians^, or the Phoccans, were its ori- 
ginal inhabitants ; feeing they were the firft 
great naVigatour& in the weftern part of the 
World, and Ifem ost colonies to- many diftant 
Countries. 

It ^titwar^^ got the name of Kvpyog, Cyt^ 
nu«, frorti fhe ntraibef of iU promontori^sr f 
aiid-Ifidoru^ (a) rektes* the manner in whkh 
k gbt the a^tttt of Coi^a. According to 
tliEn^ C^fa, a L^ufian woft>an^ having o£* 
ten obferved a bull fwim ever to the ifland> 
&ki return lAucb fatter, (he had the car iofity 
to kXhufr hi«i in a Hf tk veflfel ; aiwi fo dif* 
covered ^he ifland, with all its beauty 
and fertility. Upon which the Liguriam 
fent thither a colony ; and from Corfa, who 
had made the difcovery, they called theifland 
C!orlica. This is ludicrous enough ; but 
we may trace what has given rife to fo ex- 
traordinary a fiction, when we confidef, 
that very probably, a people from the op- 
posite coaft of Italy, either the Ligurians, 

M Halt MA»<r# tfjuVoi* Herodot, lib. iv. cap. 14s* 

[a) Ifidon Origin, lib. 13. cap. 6. 
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or the Etruicans> hav£ taken poflcffion of 
Corfica. 

Whatevel' riiay he in this <x>nje&\iK, it 
i$ certain, that its next makers were the 
Carthaginians, who extended their conquefts 
oyer all the iflands of the. Mediterranean. 
Arlftotle relates a moft extraordinai'y piece 
of Punick policy, with refpeft to Corfica. 
Finding that it was difficult to keep the in- 
habitants in fubjedion, they ordered the 
whole of the vines and olives in the iiland 
to be pulled up, and forbad the Corficans, 
under the pain of death, to fow their fields 
with any kind of grain, fo that they might 
be kept in .the moft abfolute dependance ; 
and, though poffeffed of a very fertile ter- 
ritory , be obliged to refort to Africa, to feek 
the bare neccflaries of life. So early was 
the cowardly and barbarous policy of a 
trading republick exercifed againft this 
people. 

Cqrfica next paffed under the dominion 
of Rome. In the firft Punick war^ and 
about the 493 year from the builcfing of the 
city, Lucius Cornelius Scipio conquered the 
illand {a}^ being oppofed by an army of 

(a) Liv. Epit. lib. xvii. Flor. lib. ii. cap. 2. 
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Sardinians and Oorficans, headed by Hanno, 
a Carthaginian general. 

It appears however, that the Corficans 
CQuld not bear fubjeftion with patience, for 
they were continually attempting to get 
free. Of this, we have an inftanc© in the 
epitome of the twentieth book of Livy. 
We next find them engaged againft M. Pi- 
narius the praetor, who flew 2000 of them, 
obliged them to give hoftages, and took 
them bound ttfpay a tribute of 1 00000 lib. 
of wax, every year (a). Afterwards C. 
Cicereius the praetor, was obliged to give 
them battle, when 1700 of them were 
killed, and upwards of 1070 taken prifo- 
ners, and upon this occafion, their annual 
tribute was increafed to 200000 lib. weight 
of wax (i). From thefe inftances, we 
may fee that Corfica was formerly much 
more populous than it is now, and that it 
hath been able to furnifh amazing quanti- 
ties of honey. We are told by Pliny, that' 
Papyrius N^fo firft triumphed over the 
Corficans oil the Alban mount (r). 



{a) Liv. lib. xL cap. 34. (£) lb, lib.xlH. cap. 7. 
CO flin. lib. Y. cap. 29, 
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It has already been faid, that the Romans 
founded two colonies in Corfica. The ifland 
was, like their other provinces, governed by 
a praeton It was alfo made to ferve for a 
place of exile; and was very proper for 
what they called * Relegatio in infulam, 
* bani(hment to an ifland/ But the Romans 
never had a firm hold of this country, where 
that fpirit of liberty, which tyrants call re- 
bellion^ was ever breaking forth. 

On the irruption of the barbarous nations, 
Corfica fhared the fame fate with the other 
dominions of the ruined empire. It fell a 
prey to the Goths, who eftabliflied there 
the feudal fyftem, as they did in every other 
country to which their arms penetrated. 
Some authours fay, that Corfica was con- 
quered by Alarick, the firft kingof the Goths; 
but according to Procopius, it was conquered 
by a detachment fent out by Totilas (a). 

From this period, the hiftory of Corfica is 
for many ages a continued feries of wars, 
ravage and defl:ruftion, by a variety of con- 
tending powers. We are here very much in 
the dark, without any fufficient clew to guide 
us. We find in many authours detached re- 
{a) Procop. dc BeU. Goth. lib« iii. cap. 24. 
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marks concerning tfie ifiand ; but it is dif- 
ficult to arrange them in tolerable order, 
fince the dates are almoft always uncertain. 

I fhall however give a fliort view of what 
feems to have been the progreft of events. 

When the power of the Sai*acens rofe to 
that height, of which we read with amaze- 
ment, they drove the Goths from Corfica, 
and maintained the dominion there for a 
confiderable time. 

It is believed, that they firft gave the title 
of kingdom to Corfica ; and, to this day, the 
coat armorial of the ifland bears a Moor's 
head on its fhield. 

There are Moorifli coins frequently dug 
up in Corfica • and near to Ajaccio, are Sa- 
racen tombs, which appear to have had 
fome magnificence. They are fubterraneous 
vaults, fupported by ftone jrillars ; and in 
them arc found fepulchral urns of an earthen 
compofition, fimilar to brick* 

It appears that the Pope has always had a 
view towards the annexing of Corfica to his 
territories. And, that he at different times 
inftigated the kings of Arragon, as well as 
the fovereigns of France, to make againft it, 
what in the ftile of thofe times was called a 
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holy wax, which kind of wars wete always 
calculated to ferve the, political views of the 
holy father. 

At laft, Corfica was ?idttially conqitered ty 
one of the kings of France ; fome fay, by 
Pepin, and others^ by Charles Martel. The 
.Corficans ihew to this day, a fountain, cal- 
led by the name of Chades, in the pieve of 
Alefani, and, as they fay, on the fpot where 
this gallant prince vanquifhed the Moors* 

By the kings of France, Corfica was re-i- 
/igned, in a perpetual gift, to the holy fcci 
The Saracens however^ from time to time 
returned ; fo that the pope had bijt a very 
feeble and uncertain fway. 

The Genoefe availing themfelves of the 
diftradted ftate of the ifland, had very early 
contrived to fettle a colony at Bonifaccio ; 
tfnd emboldened by degrees, they landed 
troops on other parts of the country, and 
began to bear a formidable appearance. 

This could not fail to incenfe the court 
of Rome, and to draw down upon them the 
thunders of the Vatican, from whence the 
holy father ufed, in thofe ages,, to fulminate 
with ferious efFed againft the greateft pow- 
ers in Europe. Accordingly, the Genoefe 
E 



Digitized by 



Google 



66 AN ACCOUNT 

were excoimnunicated by pope Gregory ditr 
feventh, whidi made Aem at that time de- 
fift from thdr projeft. 

In this fluifhiating fituation Cbrfica con- 
tinued, till one of rfic popes, but which of 
them; hiftorians are not agreed, fent thither 
Hugo Colonna, a nobleman of Rome, ac- 
companied by feveral others of the Roman 
nobility, with a good force under his com- 
raand, in order to expel the infidels from 
the ifland. When Colonna landed, he was 
joined by many of the inhabitants, who 
(during the ftru^fe which had been fub- 
fifting fo long, and with fetch violence,) had 
again and again endeavoured to maintain 
tbemfelves in a ftate of freedom, and had 
deified a certain number of chiefji, to whom 
they gave the title of caporali. 

Thefe caporali g«ve. all the aid in their 
power to Colonna ; and, by their influence 
over the people,^ they foon broi^ht together 
fuch a body of men,, that Colonna was en- 
abled totally ta rout the Saracens, and ta 
difpoficfs them for ever. 

The Moors being rendered defperate by 
this unexpefted blow, were forced to quit 
the ifland ; but before Aey wehty they burn* 
all. that they poffibly could; and to thi^ we^ 
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imA greatly ifapute the ^tkl^iofi which i§ 
yet tx> be fech in Cotfica^ and the dcfbrii^ofi 
of their aticidnt moilitments and publick at^ 
chives« 

Hugo Cdonna fettled id Corfic^l^ having 
tibtaincd fram tUd Pope, diftinguiflied ho^ 
nours and eitten&ire grants; The family 6f 
€k)lonna ii one of the moft illuftrions^ znd 
moft andefit in the wolidi So early d$ Aqa 
I200i mention is made of Pktro Colonnai 
the eighth of the aanM. The branch which 
fettled in Cofika^ continued lol^ in greai 
iplendour, (Bti^oytng dm ^ble fief of Iftria; 
biity by the conf uikMis imd tnnibles whidi thii 
iihnd has been impawn into» by the bloddy 
CcMtcfts between the Otnoefe and the po^ 
triotick Coi'ficiASi th&t family hath fuffered 
prodigiouily^ and its po&ffions are reduce4 
to a very naiirow compafs^ The prefenc 
head of the family, is a wortliy, . feniiI:B« 
manj and very sc^ciM in the great cwl&!. 
I was lodged in his h^>ufe ^ SollaciEyro, 
Where I foUnd P^al Pdoli* 

It is probable, that the Cofficaii counts, 
faiarquiifes and barQDS> dsrive their origin 
from tins period^ for I can fee no time £q 
proper hr their firit taking place hers« 

E 2 The 
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The ifland remained for foihe time In to>- 
lerable quiet. But partly from the diflfen- 
fions of different parties among themfelved^ 
ever impatient of contradidtion, and partly 
from the repeated attacks of the Genoefe^ 
whofe hankering after this little kingdom 
ftill continued, there were fuch difordcrs, 
and fuch a defeat of good government, that 
the Pope thought proper to make it over to 
the Pifans, who were then in great power. 

This grant was upon advantageous terms 
for the holy father, like the many grants of 
fiefs which he ufcd to give to various prin- 
ces, to be held of the fee of Rome. • A learn- 
ed Profefibur of the univerfity of Pifa, has 
compofed a very curious diiTertation concern- 
ing the ancient dominion of his countryriien 
over Corfica* It is to be found in the VII. 
volume of the-EfTays of the Academy of 
Cortona. 

The Pifans> while their republick flou- 
riflied, and their force was confiderable, main- 
tained their authority over Corfica to very^ 
good purpofe ; and, as far as we can gather 
from different authours, the ifland enjoyed 
imore repofe and tranquillity during this pe-* 
riod, than it has ever been known to enjpy. 
But this calm was of fliort duration 5 for 
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the, t5enoefe, irritated to find themfelves 
now eiFedliially excluded from an ifland on 
which they had long fet their hearts ; and 
being likewife the determined rivals of Pifay 
a keen and obftinate war was carried on be- 
tween thefe ftates ; at laft, the Genoefe pre- 
vailed, in the famous fea-fight at Malora, 
near the moiith of the Arno ; after which, 
they got entirely the maftery of Pifa, and 
£0 were at length enabled to feize upon Cor- 
fica, about the beginning; of the fourteenth 
century. - 

Thus were the Corficans, for the firft time; 
brought under the power of the Genoefe ; 
with whom they have fince had fuch ftrug- 
gks for that freedom, which they appear to 
have at all times attempted to recover. 

If I have erred in any part of this recital, 
i am fure it is without any intention. 1 
know fome Genoefe writers have maintain- 
ed, that a fignor Ademar, of their nation, 
was employed in the firft conqueft of the 
illand by the kings of France. I confefs I 
do not fee fuiBcient authority for this. But 
fuppofing it had been fo, Ademar could on- 
ly be an officer under the French kiiig. We 
are certain, that the French king made the 
E 3 
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soa^n^t bocaufe he a|tcrw>r45 msi4s » gift 
c£ih» iilaqd to the pope. 
. B^ I would iiot dweU long upoQ fu<^ 
^iTquifitioQ^, Tber« are mapy i)if!C6i H^y 
publiihed, both b^ the Coric^ %n^ ih« 
Oenocife; ill whi|ch tbeauthpurSf with gfca) 
labour, eiMjeavour to refute ^^h others hy** 
pothci^ with r«gaf d to maoy anc:ieat fad« 
}a the hiflory of Corlacar Here iddeed* 
thcrj is full fcope for all parties j i^nce thofo 
pfriod^ are fcf obicvuc, that fvery writqr 
may fill them up according to the turn of 
his imagination. Juft ^-ppofh who arr a-r 
|>road in 9, dark mght, pxay with equ4 
keeatnef^j ?n4 ^ual ^ppcarafvce of reaibn aff 
grm, that th^y Xee Qhje4ls tQtally4i^&ivi>t. 

Lef Corlica have been the property of the 
!PheniciaQ«> tb/:£tru^an$, theCarthagituans, 
the RcMnaos, the Gpth«, the S ^aceos : let it 
have been a co^queft of France > a gift from 
thaf ki>ngdftm ^ the pope ; ^ gift again frojiv 
th« pope (0 the. Pifans* an4 at length acon- 
4|iwft pf GeftQ»; ftill we muft have recourfc 
to the plain and fuodwa^Qt^l principle, that 
the Corjipanf ar9 19QIV ^^ ^^^^ ^ ^^S^^ ^9 
Jibertyj which, if ufurped by ^ny powef 
whatever, they have at al} times a juil |it|Q 
to YMi<ilJcate, 
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. In reviewing thefe ftrange and rapid re- 
volutions^ which this iiland has undergonct 
we may join with Seneca (a) in refledking 
on the nautability of hunun affairs^ and be 
filent on the changes which happen to indi- 
viduals, when we contemplate the vicifli^ 
tudes of a whole' nation. 

The Genoefe having obtained the un-? 
doubted poffeffion of Corfica,. they were ea- 
ger to enjoy their power, aind thought they 
could not fully enjoy it> but by exerciiing 
the moft fevcre . domimon. What we have 
long anxiouily d^ficed^acquires in our mind) 
an imaginary and extrav^ant value i. and 
when we aaiftually become polieffed of *it> a 
moderate^ and reafonable fruition, ieems inr 
fipid and uniatisfaiftory to our heightncd ex- 
peculations* We are even, as it were, un«- 
certain if we really have it* And general- 
ly, we never reft, till by abuiing our powers, 
we dcftrpy what we efteemcd fo highly. 

An individual, who acquires a large for* 
jtune, and a ftate^^ whic^ acquires an ipcreafe 
of doniinionji may be very properly comu* 
pared. He wha gets a large fortune^ tluQiks 

^a) Seneca de confoTatlone, ' 
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he cannot jfhew his command of riches, but . 
by fuch ads, of profufion,. as muft quickly 
diffipate them. And a ftate, which has ac- 
quired an increafc of dominion, thinks its 
fovereignty is not fufficiently manifefted, 
but by fuch adts of arbitrary oppreffion, as 
muft tend to force its fubjedls to throw off 
their allegiance. For however a people 
may, from indolence, from timidity, of 
from other motives, fubrait for a feafon to 
a certain degree of tyranny; if it is long 
continued, and pufhed to an exorbitant 
length, nature will revolt, •and the original 
rights of men will call for redrefs. 

The Genoefe were theworft nation to 
whom Corfica could have fallen. The Cor-, 
ficans were a people impetuous, violent and 
brave ; who had weathered many a ftorm ; 
and who could not have been governed, but 
by a ftate of which they flood fpmewhat 
in awe, and which, by humanity and pro- 
per encouragement, might have conciliated 
their afFeAions, Whereas, the Genoefe 
were a nation of republicans juft in the 
neighbourhood of the iflanders ; -who ha4 
long been their enemies ; who had. made fo 
pnany cunning, and impotent attempts tQ 
fei?e upon the iflan^; that although, by 
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by the unexpcftcd courfe of events, they 
were now maftcrs of it, the Corficans co«il4 
not look upon ihem with any refpecb. And 
as it has been always remarked that the fo^ 
reign fubjeds of a little republick, are much 
worfe ufed, than thbfe of a great kingddni ; 
they had reafon to expert nothing but a-r 
vowed tyranny from Genoa, 

Accordingly the Genoefe, who were them^ 
felves in an unftable, and perilous condition,, 
feeking the prote6li6n fometimes of one 
powerful ftate, and ibmetiiiies of another > 
did not treat the Corficans with that gentle- 
nefs and confidence, which alone could have 
fecured their attachment and obedience ; by 
infenfibly leading them to a participation of 
the culture and felicity of civil life, and acrr 
cuftdming them to confider the Genoefe as 
their fellow fubjeds, and friends. 

They took a dire6: contrary courfe ; and, 
although they did not ufe fo defperate a 
meafure, as that of the Carthaginians, their 
opprefllon was heavy ; their lyftem was not 
to render the Corficans happier and better; 
but by keeping them in ignorance,x and un*» 
der the moft abjeft fubmUfion, to prevent 
fheir endeavouring to get free ; while Genoa 
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drftined the ifland of all fhe could poffibly 
get, choofing rather even to have lefs ad- 
yaatjtge by tyranny, than to have a much 
grcsa^ advantage, and rifque the confc-^ 
quenccs of permitting the inhabitants tci en-* 
^y the bielTings of freedom* 
- In this unhappy fituation was Corfica. 
Often did the patives rijfe in. armsj biit 
htving no head to dire(St them, th^ were 
ioMoedifttely quelled. So apfwehenfive of a 
revolt however were the Genoefc, that, oc^ 
carding to their own hiftorian FiJippini, 
they burnt lao of the beft villages in Cor- 
Bca, while 4000 people left the ifland. 

What fhewed the Genoefe policy in the 
wofft light, and could not but be very gal- 
ling to the Corficans who remained at home, 
was, da^ many of thefe iflanders, v.'ho had 
gone over to the continent, made a diftin- 
guiflied figure ii> moA of the European 
ftates, both in learning, and in arms. 

AJbput An. 155O1 Corfica revived under 
the condttd of a great hero, wha arofe for 
the deliverance of his country. This wz$ 
Sampiero, di Bafteiica. He eariy difcovered 
extraordinary parts andfpirit; and had the ad- 
vantage of being educated iuthe houfe of car^- 
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dkil Hypo)it«« M H^^is, the iK|>hew of 
pope cieoMnt ^ (eventh. He was ^r^t«d 
jColooel qf theCorficaniin France, aoddiftin- 
guUhed him W in almpA every one pf tbA 
great a^ons of that nation, in his time. 

After the ^eath of Francis the firft, he 
went h(Ki>e tp his native country i where hA 
married Vamiin«u hwefs of the hovfe of 
Omtoo, «£ ^e (oeft<anci«fit wA nch of tl^i 
Corfican oobiUty { md from tH« ti«a«* h9 
was generally c^lol SafflpteiP M Qftmwt 

Peipg moved with the awftrahle ft^te of 
hit Pmrotym^* he flp64ved tp prQ<?uri9 
them relief I arid for <his, a very fftwurabja 
fipportumty then piefented itW, 

Here hiftory begins again to opci;t vipQ4l 
MA. The elettdsof antlqj^ity, nM barbarifm 
are difperfedjL md we proo^ defirly* untdec 
tbctguidftRceof theillyltri^sThtia»tf9 /V* 

France had l©nf clsimed a ri|;ht over 
Oeiioa; hut sftK* the haixle of Pavia, when 
^ Freech ^er« ftMrced entirely to abandon 
Italy, that claim had become of «o effed. 
liepry |he fecond however, haviijg com* 
menced a wew war in Italy, againft the 
iKnperoHr Charks the fifth, reiolvcd to af- 

fa) Thuan. Hift. lib. xil. cap. z. 
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fert his power in Corfica; Sampicro di Or^ 
nano encouraged this dilpofition, that he 
might avail himfelf of it, to free the ifland 
from a yoke which galled it fo much. 

He reprefented to Hehrv, that as the Ge-, 
noefe had taken part with the emperour, 
his inajefty was debarred from all entrance 
to Italy by fea j whereas, by putting him- 
felf in pofleffion of Corfica, be might haver 
a free paflage through the , Mediterranean, 
and might, at the fame time, employ that 
ifiand as a commodious garrifon, where 
troops and warlike ftofcs might be lodged,! 
to be from thence thrown in upon Naples 
or Tufcany, as the iituation of affairs ihould 
require* 

An expedition was therefore ordered to 
Corfica, in the yean ^^^^ under the command 
of general Paul de Thermes, accompanied 
by Sampiero di Omane, Jour dain des Urfins, 
and feveral othfer able commanders. Henry* 
had alfo the Turks joined with him in this^ 
expedition, having prevailed with their em- 
perour, Solyman, ftyled the magnificent, to 
fend out a Ikrge fleet to the Tufcan fea ("aj. 

This expedition was powerfully oppofed^ 

(aj Knolles's hiftory of the Turk», p. 7J7. 
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by the Gcnoefc ; who had given Corfica ia 
charge to their celebrated bank of St. George. 
The great Andrew Doria, though then in 
his eighty-feventh year, bid defiance to age 
juid infirmities, and, ilnce Corfica was an 
objedt of .importance to his country, the 
gallant Veteran embarked with all the fpirit 
of his glorious youth, having a formidable 
armament under his command. 

The war was carried on with vigour on 
both fides. At firft however, feveral of the 
befl: towns were taken by the French and 
Turks, particularly Ajaccio, where were a 
number of merchants, whofe riches aflford- 
ed good piljage to the enemy, and helped 
to make the enterprife go on with more 
fpirit. The Corficans joined in the common 
caufe, and the greateft part of the ifland was 
once fairly deUvered from the tyrant. 

But the Genoefe were fo well commanded 
by the intrepid Doria, and had befides fuch 
aflSiftance from Charles the fifth, who fent 
ftrong reinforcements, both of Spanifh and 
German troops, that the expedition was not 
entirely effectual. 

In the courfe of this war, fo many valour- 
ous anions were performed, that, fii-ed with 
the contemplation of them, I am almoft 
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Sempbed to fofget the limited botxnds dP mf 
plan, and of my abilities^ mid to aflumo tlM 
provio&e of an hiitorian y I hc^> Livy^ ot 
a Clarendon, will one day ari^, and difplay 
to fucceeding agc^, the Corfican bravery^ 
Vith the luftrt wbkh it dtifenred* 

The Coriicans were now fo violent againft 
the Genoeie, that they reiblTed widi one 
accord, that ra^r tiban mturn under the do* 
nainion of the repablick, th^ would throw 
themfdves into the arms of the great Turk- 
At length however^ a treaty waa concluded 
between the Corfkans and Oenocfe, advan- 
tageous and honourftble for the former, hav-^ 
ing for guarantee, his moft Chriftian Majefly. 

But, ^ there Was sn inveterate, and im-^ 
placable, hatred between thofe two na6on$^ 
this treaty ^d not long fobflfti and upon 
Henry's death, the fame oppreffion as for^ 
meriy, became flagrant in Corfica* 

Sampiero ck Ornano, who had been a|;^n 
for fome time in France, having loft his royal 
mafter, went himfelf to Ae Ottoman Porte^ 
and eameftly foflicited frcfh affiftance to Ki* 
unhappy nation^ But the face of affairs Wa« 
changed. The fame political views no Ion-* 
gerexif^ed; and it muft be a miracle in*^ 
deed, when ftates are moved by virtuoti* 
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. principles <rf gcftcfofity. This brave mm, 
being unfttccefsful at Conftantinople^ return^ 
td to Corfica, where his prcfence infpircd 
the iflanders widi fortitude, and occafioned 
a very general revolt. 

He carried on his glorious enterpr ife with 
confiderable cffeft j and the more fo, that, 
as he had now no foreign affiftance, he was 
not looked upon as very formidable, and the 
republlckmade little preparation againfthim. 
But he was flopped in his career by the trea- 
chery of the Oenoefe, who had him bafely 
aflaflinated, by a wretch of the name of Vi- 
tolli ^aj in the year 1 567. 

Thus fell Sampiero di Baftelica di OrnanOi 
a Corfican worthy of being ranked with the 

. moft diftinguifhed heroes • He difplayed 
great bravery and fidelity in foreign fervice ; 
and with unremitting conftancy endeavoured 
to reftore tibe liberties of his country. Thu* 

fa) Michael Metello^ who writes a partici^tr hiftoiy of 
tbe Corfican revolt under Sampiero, gives a diilerent account 
of his death. He will hav6 him to have been killed froni 
iMtives of pdvAie rcreik{e» b]r his bro.ther4n*]aw» Mkhael 
Angelo di Ornano. Bat, befides the improbability that Van-^ 
nina, the fpoufc of Sampiero^ had a brother, when k is cer-^ 
taan (he inherited the family dontains^; 1 own, that the tUTaf* 
fination, as related by fetend odier ajtthoc^Si ^ip^u^ to mt 
fo much of a piece with the oppreflions of Genoa, both be- 
fore atnd fince, th^t I give it the ^efeveiice. 
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9xms calls him * Vir.bcUp impigcr cl anima 
iaviAus faj. A man adive in war, and of 
a fpirit invincible/ The fliades which were 
}Xi his private conduct, are to be forgotten 
in the admiration of his publick virtues. 
His fon Alphonfoi and his grandfon John 
Baptift, both arrived at the dignity of ma-» 
refchal of France, after which his pofterity 
failed. 

Alphonfo di Ornano, who had been brought 
up in;the court of Henry the fecond, kept a- 
live the patriotick jftruggle for a fhort while } 
but unable to make head againfl the repub* 
lick, he retired from the iiland and fettled 
in France. 

The Genoefe were thus again put in pof- 
feffioa of Corfica^ Enraged at what they 
had fufFered from a daring rebellion, as they 
termed it ; and ftill dreading a new infurrec- 
tion, they thought only of avenging them- 
felves on the Corficans ; and plunging that 
people ftill lower than ever, in ignorance 
and llavery* 

Their opprcflion became now, if poffiblc/ 
worfe than before. They were inflamed 
with hotter refentment, and their tyranny 
formed itfelf into fomethihg of a regular 

(aj Thaani Hift* Ub. xli. cap. 31. 
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fyjftem. Forgetful of every equitable con* 
vcntion that France had eftabliihed, they 
cxercifed, without xontroul, the utmoft 
rigours of arbitrary power. They permit- 
ted nothing to be exported from the ifland, 
but to Grenoa, where, of neceflity, the Cor*- 
ficans were obliged to fell their merchan*- 
dife at a very low rate ; and in years o£ 
fcarcity, the ifland was drained of provi- 
fions by a fort of legal plunder. For the 
inhabitants were forced to bring them to 
Genoa, fo that adual famine was often oc- 
cafioned in Corfica. 

The Oenoefe did every thing in theif 
power to foment internal diflenfions ih CoN 
fica, to which the people were naturally 
too much inclined, Thefe diflentions oc- 
cafioned the moft horrid bloodfhed* They 
reckon that nolefs than 1706 Corficaris 
were aflaffinated in the fpace of two year^. 
Affaffinations were, in the firft place, a cei^- 
tain caufe of hatred among the CorficanS, 
and often between the heft families, fo thdt 
they \vould not unite in any fcheme for the 
general liberty. And in the fecond place, 
they could be turned to very good account, 
either by confifcating the eftates of the af^. 
faffins, or by making the criminals pay 

F 
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J>cavy co«npen(atiQiis to the judge. 'tlU 
^^dge %x3ild^d ^wave the purfuit of juftict b^ 
4ky'H^ ^ IS^on procedatur. Let there be m> 
^ |>rocers / which could eafily be cloaked 
tUBKier the |>Fete]!i€e of ibme 6ck&. in p(N>C 
xrf form ; or he could even acquit tf»e deep* 
oft ^Sistiders through his own will alonei by 
what was caHed ^Exinformata coaicieatiSi^ 
/^The information of his o^n c^nfcicoce;)' 
^ which 4)e w^ oat c:4>ligtd to ^ive ao^ 
•account. 

It was not tin the year 1738^ that Genoa 
m^de an ediA againft this moft dreadfulabnufe^ 
. * M. De Mont^fquieu thus writes concern- 
ing it^ With ^t calip d^nity w^^^^U be^ 
comes fo great a tnafter ; * Une r^publiquc 
^ d'ltalie tenoit des tnfulaires ibusfbn obei^ 
' fance ^ imis {on droit poliUque et civil a 

* leor egard etoit vicieux« On fe fouviont 

* de cet t&t d'amniftie, qoi |>orte qu*on ftc 
^ les condactneroit plus k despdoes )tfflit:« 
' tives fur la conicience inform^ du goiH 

* verfteur* On a vu fouv^Qt des pe4f^s 
'demanderdes privileges^; ioi it fouvetmn 
' accorde le droit 4e tou^s les nations {a), A 
^ republick in Italy held a nation of iiland^rs 
^ under her obedience. But her polittcal^ and 

(4) Efprit dc»X6a,fdit. Sdaa .Li^ ^4ap. «» 
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■* ci^M xx)nftitution among them, was bad. 
^ We remember that adt of amnefty, which 
"* bears, that they fhoifld no more be con- 
'^ ^emned to aifliSive pains, upon the in- 
"^ foTftied confcience of the governour. We 
"* 'have often fcen people afking privileges. 
^ Here, the fovereign is pkafed to grant the 
common ri^ht of all nations/ 

©tiring this.oppreffion, it was common. 
to condemn multitudes to the galleys, for 
frivolous offences, that they might purcliafe 
their liberty at a high price ; aftd it ife iiard- 
!y poflibic to concdve greater bafbacity, 
. than what thefe iflanders now endured. 

*The Genoefe ferit to Corfica ja commiflary 
' general, or governour over the whojc ifland j 

vvhofc ofHce continues 

was generally ,a npj^lpi 

tune, who by ihamefi 

led iiome in opulence 5 

the fenate, prevented a 

Into his condud. For 

<D6rficans offered mai 

republick, they were i 

was not difficult to 

-were confidered to 

mutinous, that no i 

plcafe them ; and as every fenatour who was 
F2 
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to give his vote, did not know, but by cxtra«* 
vagance,he bimfcif might one day be obliged 
to have recourfe to the fame expedient. 

The commiffary general had his refidence 
at Baflia. There were alfo other commiiTariefi 
at Calvi, Ajaccio and Bonifaccio ; and lieute*- 
nants, and inferiour officers, difperfed over 
the ifland $ who all in their feveral ftations, 
contributed to rob, and to ruin the country; 
while they triumphed in a mean iecurity^ 
that as Corfica was overlooked, and, as it 
were, hid in a corner of Europe, their injuri- 
ous proceedings were not known to the world. 
During this period of fecret, and cruel op- 
preffion, there happened a remarkable event, 
whiclj/was the cftabli/hment of a colony of 
Greeks in Corfica; of which I Ihall now 
give an account. 

After Mahomet and his fucceflburs had 
fubdued almofi: the whole of ancient Greece, 
and Scanderbeg, who fo glorioufly defended 
his country, was dead; there ftill remained a 
few brave fouls who inhabited a part of the 
ancient Peloponnefus, now the kingdom of 
Morea. This part was, what is called a 
branch of the Maina, the very fpot where 
Lacedemon flood. 
Here, covered by impaffable mountains. 
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with only a fmall entrance, they refifted the 
Ottoman empire, as Leonidas formerly re- 
filled the millions of Xerxes. 

But when thd Turks got pofleifion of the 
ifle of Candia, in 1669, they came by fea, 
and made a defcent upon Maina, penetrated 
into the heart of the territory, and foon be^^ 
came matters of it; and then, the unfortunate 
pofterity of the Spartans, were reduced to a 
ftate, little better than flavery. Exorbitant 
taxes were impofed upon them; their fineft 
women were forced away to the feragh'os ; 
end towers were built in different parts of 
the country, where troops were garrifoned, 
to keep them in awe ; fo that they had no 
hope of deliy.erance. Their Ipirits gradually 
funk, and many of them embraced the faith 
of the Koran. 

Stilly however, a Ipark of the ancient fire 
was prefcrved an>ongft thofe, who dwelt at 
Porto Vitilo; who, defpairing t;ofee any 
change in their dejefted country, came to the 
refolution of abandoning it altogether, and of 
fcckirig an eftablifliment fome where elfe. 

With this view, they fent tp Italy, de- 
puties who had fome acquaintance with the 
different ftates, and who were intruded by 
$he community to look out for a convenient 
F 3 
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jfettletnent^ and to conclude the Umm of s| 
convention. 

The Genoefe fent them over to Coffkai 
where th^y were iheWn a trad; of groifnd,i 
belonging to the chamber of |he ftate, on; 
the weftern fide ^of the ifland, about threes 
mifes from the fea. The deputies were 
y^ry well pleafcd with it ; and, wi their re-?* 
^vf to Genoa» they entered into an agree-^ 
^aent with the repuhlick. 

.They then went home to Greece, an4 
having made a report to their ccruntrymcn/ 
the plan was approved of; and in thcmdntH 
of Odober, 1676, thefe * Triftes rdicpiiac 
Danauhi, SaA remains of the Greeks/ emrf 
h^ked, in all about 1000 fouls^ The hmilf 
<^f Stefanopoli was the moil diflin^ui&e^ 
among them, and conducted the whole enhr 
tefpfife; 

They arrived at Genoa, in the month of 
|anuary, 1677, where they remained, tillj 
the month of March. * The repubJick paid 
iH.the expence of their freight, and j^ofdw 
cd them lodging and fubfiftence^i till they 
were fafely landed in Coriica. 

The Conventions^ entered ihtd, wctei diaf 
iht Genocf^ granted to the Greeks^ tbrtd?-*- 
f.itQrics of Pacrmiai {U^da and SakgnOji 'i(k 
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perpetual fief. They furnidied them with 
houfes^ with grain, and with cattle; and 
^engaged to maintain a body of Genoefe fol-- 
diers to defend them againft dl iitfults, for 
the firft years of their refidence. They alfo 
appointed a Genoefe gentleman^, with th^ 
title of Diredour, as judge over them, whofc 
office was to be bieijnial, fo that it fhould go 
by rotation, among the Genoefe nobility ; 
iand they agreed to fUpport^ at the expence 
of the rcpublick, a vicar, Ikilled in the 
<jreek language, who fhould inftruil their 
children in different fludies ; and, at th^ 
^me time, celebrate mafs, and preach in 
the chapel of the diredour. 

On the other hand, the Greeks obliged 
Ithemfelves to cultivate the landi, and with 
all expedition, to difcharge the debts thejf 
(hould incur to the republick, for fupplying| 
them with every necefTary, in the infancy of 
their colony. They alfo obliged thepifelves, 
to pay to the republick, a tax of five livre?, 
for eveiy family, befides a tenth of all their 
|)rodu<ftions; and' to be ready te ferve the 
rcpublick, either by fea, or land^ v/henevei: 
their fervice fhould be rec^uired. 

Thus, was this colony fettled. They ear- 
joyed the free excrcifc of their own rites q^ 

■ ■ ■ F^ ■ ■ 
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religion, according to the* Gfccfk church, 
having brought with them tjie bifhop of 
Porto Vitila. 

They alfo brought with them, fome reli- 
gious, of the order of St. Bafil, the only order 
in their church ; who eftabliflied a convent 
in a wild and romantick valley. But the Ge- 
noefc did not approve of thefe fathers ; an4f 
in a fhort time, their convent was fhut up. 

The Greeks found themfclves very cafy 
and happy^ for a good many years. By their 
induftry and aftivity, they beautified and 
enriched their poffeflions, and built very 
good houfes, doing every thing with a tafte, 
altogether new in Corfica. 

But their neighbours, the natives of the 
ifland, did not live in great harmony with 
them. Perhaps, in this, envy may have had. 
fome (bare ; for their vines and their olives, 
their herds and theirflocks, were, by care and 
Ikill, much fuperiour to thofe of the Corfi- 
cans. Bqtbefides, the iflanders looked upon 
the Greeks as auxiliaries of the Genoefe,-to 
whom they, from time to time; fwore fideli-.. 
tyj and were ever ready to give their affif- 
tance. They alfo knew, that the Greeks 
w?re well fupplied with arms; and there- 
fpre^j tbftte were frecjucnt fkirmifhes be- 
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tweeathem and the peafants of the province^ 
of Vico, of which their territc^ics had for- 
merly made a parti and in the year 1729, 
when the nation ro& againft the Geiioeie, 
the Greeks were ferioufly attacked ; an4 
many a dcfperate a<ftion . they fought with 
great bravery. The .Genoefe formed three 
regular companies of them, to whom they 
gave pay; and they were always femp^oyed 
in the moft difficult enterpriie^. Ja par- 
ticular, they were detached to attempt 
taking the caftle of Corte from the ^- 
triots; on which occafion, they were fore-, 
ly defeated, and a great number of tha3% 
were killed. 

After various ftrugglc6, which the plan of 
this work does not allow nae to relate, the 
Greeks were forced to leave their pofleffioas^ 
and retire to Aj^ccio, where they now fup- 
port themfelves tolerably by their labour : 
^nd being convinced of the tyranny of the 
Genoele, wait with impatience for their total 
cxpullion from the ifland; and hope from 
the generofity of Paoli and the Corficansr, 
that proteftion and encouragement . which 
they deferve. 

This colony has been fober^ virtuous and 
induftrious; and if. they have afted in a 
I 
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ho^e m^ner agamft the nation^ ft war 
horn, a good principle; from the fidielity^ 
ivdiich they owed to the repttbKck, thathat^ 
gfaotcd then^aa a^lmm i whkh fidelity the jr 
woold etrer ba?e preferved, had not the reV 
publick iacluded them^ in the ^neralopv 
fice&ion. I muft obkfVQ of thia cokmy^ that 
it hath had the honour of producing an ex- 
cellent pfejrfician, Signor GioTanni* Stefano-^ 
polij the firft who hath had the wifdom 
and the ipirit to bring inocutation into 
praftice in Corfica, by which he preferresf 
multitu&s of lives ; and may therefore be 
jaMy reckoned a diilingui^ed benefador 
totheftate. 

. Long defpifed, plundered and oppreffcd, 
the Cor£k:aDS again rtevived in 175^93^ when 
the war commenced, which, with fbme in- 
tervals, has continued till now i and after 
£0 many changes, misfortunes and ftrugglesi^ 
wiU probably fix 6n a fdid bafis the Cor-r 
|k:an liberty. 

It is wonderful to fte how great event* 
jire produced by little caujfes. A late authotrr 
(a) hath giwn us an entei*taining feledioh of 
fuch inftances, from the hiftories of different 
fiatioos. The rif<5 of the Corficanp in 172^^ 

{a) Moaxfiev Richer. 
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was oecafioned by a fingle pado;, a piece 
worth about five pence EngKfli* A Gc nocfc 
^olledtor^ went to the boufe of a poor old 
woman^ and demainded this trifling &tm, aA 
the money for which fhe was aiTeffed. Be^; 
ing ih extreme penury, ihe had not whei'e- 
withal to fatisfy the demand. Upon wiachy 
the colkftor began to abule her, and to feize 
fome.of her furniture. She begged him to 
bav6 patience^ and J&id, (be hoped in x&sm 
days to be able to pay hina. He pcrfiftedin 
his feverity, and the poor woman: made a 
great lamentation. Two or three peoj^o 
hearing the noife, entered the hotefe, took 
the part of the woman, and exclaioxGd 
agaii>ft the barbarity of the colteftor. He 
threatened them with pomibmeot, for hanw 
teg hindered him in the execution, of hri« 
office* This provoked the villagers, and they 
drove him away with ftones. The Oenoefe 
fent troops to fupport their cdk^r, and 
^he Corficans aflembled in large bodies 
$o drfend themfelvcs. The tun^ult en* 
prcafcd. A fpark was fufficient to kindly 
^geherous flame, in a people,, who ha4 
fo <jft«ii glowed with the enthufiafni of K^ 
berty ; and in a very fliort tinie, f|ie wMe' 
ifland was in motion. 
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* The Corficans immediately rufhcd upon 
the capital, which they took almoft without 
refiftance ; and they would have been 
matters of the caftle of Corte, had they 
been a little better regulated. 

They faw it was neceffary to put them- 
fclves under the direftion of. certain chiefs. 
They therefore chofe Signer Andrea Ceccaldi, 
one of the higheft nobility in the kingdom, 
and Signor Luiggi GiafFcri, not indeed of 
the firft rank, but who had a numerous pa- 
rentage ; a fpirit, warm to a degree of fa- 
naticifm, againft the republick; and the 
moft fteady and undaunted rcfolution. To 
thefe was joined, Sigrtor Domenico Raffalli, 
a worthy and learned ecclefiaftick, as a fort 
of prefident of juftice, whofe wifdom^ might 
preferve order in their adminiftration, and 
whofe religion might temper the violence of 
their meafurcs, .by principles of confcience. 
. The Genoefe at firft endeavoured to over- 
come the Corficans by the fole force of the 
republick ; but finding themfelves altoge- 
ther unable for it, while the Corficans were 
every day growing ftrongcr, cutting to pie-^ 
Qcs the poor reinforcements of Genoefe 
troops, and thereby fupplyipg th^mfelYe* 
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With more arms ; the republick .was under 
the r^cceffity of fceking foreign affiftancc. 

They applied to the emperour, Charles 
the .fixth, who fent to Corfica, a body of 
auxiliaries, under the command of General 
Wachtendonck. Thcfe harraflcd the ifland> 
without being powerful enough to overawe it. 
They had continual rencounters with the 
Cor ficans, who, in one adion, killed 1 200 of 
them., The emperour then fent a ftrong 
army of Germans, with the prince of Wir^ 
temberg at their head. The Corficans were 
not in condition to refift fuch a force. 
They laid down their arms upon condition, 
that a treaty fhould be made between them 
and the Genoefe, having for guarantee the 
emperour. 

To this the republick having acceded, the 
Corficans confcnted that their three chiefs, 
together with Signor Aitelli, apievand of great 
influence, fhould go to Genoa as hoftagcs. 

Thefe were accordingly condudled thither, 
dreadiag no violation of the proijiife of fafety 
whiph had been made to them. The Li- 
gurians however, inclined to put them to 
death ; and their minifter at Vienna, had 
alpioft obtained the emperour's confcnt ; 
but the prince of Wirtemberg> who was 
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HE&erward^ icilled at the battle of Guaflalla^ 
tLfimocof z brave and gallant fpirit> ienC 
tan exprefs to tbe eaiperour, \yith a very ^ 
&rcmg JeMQr> repwfefttiog bow muck the 
lionojLir of Caefar would iaiFer,Jhoiild he 
pan&nt io the death of thoie who had {m^ 
xfindered tluimiedvcs^upon the fail^ o£ his fa^ 
cccd proteflion. This was feconded by the 
geoccoBS jjiterpofition of the great prince 
Eugene of Savoy ; aaidinftrudlions were font 
^Genoa^lhatthelioftages (hould berele^fedv 
: OiaflS^ri.and Aitelli went home to Coriica^ 
Ccccaldi vtnt to Spain, where iiedied with 
llic rank of colonel 4 stnd Rf^lli weot to 
Eome# where be remained till he became 
ypry oJUi^ He then retuame^i to cfid his dayt 
in his native country, where he jQill lLyes» 
regarded mth veneration. 
. The treaty which had been formally con* 
duded bctw«n the Corficans and the Ge«* 
nx&f iiaidng been broken by the latter, there 
Siras a very ihort fufpenfion of hoftilkies i 
tndin 1734, the Corficans rofc anew. 
- Giafieri was again ele(£ted a general, and 
got for his coUegue Signer Oiacinto Paolij 
&ther of the preient general. 

Giacinto Paoli, was a Corfican gentkoMii 
d[ a good family, ^t his^ merit diftinguiih* 

4:. 
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^d him more than his rank. He was a Jttaa 
of learning, religion and biravery ^ well 
qualified to ferve his country^ either in po- 
liticks, or in wari Thefe chiefs were aflift- 
ed by a variety of prefidents ©f juflicc^ 
decked one after another. 

The Genoefe had paid very dear for thck 
Viftory, in the former ftruggles* It was 
computed^ that it had coft thena above thir* 
iy niillions pf livres, befides coftly pi;effnti 
to the prince of Wirtemberg, ^nd to the 
other general officers* 

The Marquis d'Argens vtry |>lcafahtly ap- 
|)lics to the Genoefe, the French fable of -a 
gardener^ who coniplained to a gentleman in 
the neighbourhood, that a hare caqw every 
day into his garden, and eat his cabbages ^ 
and bci^ed the gentleman would be fo^ood^ 
as drive her out for him^ The Gentleman 
comes with a pack; of hounds> and half-a- 
<io?en huntfinen, and does more .mifchief 
in five minutes, than the hare could have 
done in tfeven years. After a prodigioui 
chacc, the hare made her efcape through 
a hole in the wall. Upon which the -gen- 
deman coi^ratulated the gardener on getting 
rid ^of his enemy, and advifed him to ftop 
up the hole {a). So the Genoefe, after hav- 
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ing expended a great de^l more upon foreigii 
auxiliaries^ than any advantage they can 
ever derive from Corfica j upon the depar-^ 
ture of thefc auxiliaries, have the mortifi- 
cation to find themfelves juftas they tvere* 

Genoa again tried her force againft Cor- 
fica ; but fhe only fhewed her weakoefs, 
and bad politicks. So much fallen was 
fhe from that adventurous ,/late, which 
had formerly extended/ her influence ftt 
f^» OenOa. indeed. Was ' unhappily go-, 
vefned. They rckte, that the city of Sa* 
vofta haying rebelled feveral times, it was? 
deliberated' in the fenate, wh^th^r. th«y 
ought not to deftroy it altogether. When a 
witty fenator of the Dofia family^ , rofcs^ md 
faid, *If that be ybat intention,. gentlertjen, 
ydu need only fend them fuch another go- 
vernour^ as the twp Jaft were i ypu c^pncrt- 
fall 6n a better expedieftt/ - ; ^ / • ► 

The Corficans on this Qccafion,. diiplaye'(i 
their refolution afrefh, in thecaufe ofl^rty. . 
They were well copduifldi/ and h^d^^Enany* 
fucccfslful engagements with the Greabefe^ - 

Their noble enthuflafnff aiwayi ccmtMued, 
tmd, notwithftanding many 'udbckyr:jdt?P'i- 
iions among themfelves, tbfere wer^.ftill, ia 
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titfifltiltptmof theifland, ind'epid bands> 
animated t^ die ocample of diftkiguiihed 
k»der8« 

I milil here tAe notice of count DoAte"^ 
nice Rivarola* His family was a branch of 
the hduft of Ro^^ at Parxna, pat of the 
moib andent and confpicuotis of the Italian 
Aobilitf« His aoceAiK bad left hi^ fief of 
lUvanda^ in the terrkocy of Mantua^ on 
accooflt of die vn^ beMreen tbeomperour^ 
and tlie counteis Matilda^ and had fottlad 
m the Oenoeie ikte^ where he quitted th;e 
name of Roffi^ and took diat of Rivarola^ 
miis hmHy of Rivalon» greatly itftreafed. 
in the fifteetlth century^ Piroaeia 9Livarol4 
wai> on acconnt of long ^^ticee, raifed ta 
die dignity of atoant Palaliae^ by the eHi^ 
perottr Mnimilian i €com vHo&ch ' period^ 
the dtle has £nce been in the family* St-^ 
veralde&endattts of Rivarola vrer&eilabliih- 
ed in Sjpain^ Sicily, and the dominions of 
Sardittta^ and three were eftabliihed in 
Corficat one ia C$hh otic in Ajaccio, and 
oae ia fiaftia $ of which Ud, count DotM^ 
Bico Rivarola was the apre&n^ative. 

This gentleaian had the lands of Chiaveri, 
en die riTer of Genoa ^ wa£ confider ed as a 
iricfid of the r^blicl^ ^d was intrufled 

G 



Digitized by 



Google 



98 AN ACCOUNiT 

by her, with the. ojfiee of commiflary lO 
Bakgnaj a lingular honour for a Corfican. . 
He endeavoured, at this time, to make a 
ireafonable accommodation hetweca- the Cbr- 
ficans and Geriocib, which having proved 
inefFedual, he was convinced,! that/die fc- 
pubUck was deteimined to per&nmre tn ity^ 
ranny; he tberefore. embraced the patriotick 
party, and- was pra- after, moft |km and 
zealous, in the great caufe. of lib'tety* JEJe 
quitted the ifkiful,aad went overJtQLeghorn^ 
that he might be at full liberty to iie^iate 
upoothe continent, in behalf pfbk couQtry«' 
The Genoefe inunediat^y confifcated his 
lands of Chiaveri. He bad.jHill the lands 

Vf Olctta, in Corfipa ; to whicii,; hjc .njade 
his family remove irom Baftia* , But^ Jie 
had foon a very fewere tibial of his conftaoticy. 
For, the fame year, his fon Antoiiio, who 
was ftudying at thetacadany of Siena, 
went home, to bring with him his brodier 
Nicholas ; and, as *hey were, croffing over 
to Leghorn, iii' a little Tufcan veflel, with' 
a Britifli paffport, they were taken by the 
Republick, and carried to Genoa, where 
they were thrown into prifoft. > 

. . The republick thought this would cer- 
tainly prevent count Domenico, the father. 
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frdbi continuing with the patriots. They 
offered to reftore to him his pofTeflions, to 
releafe his ions, and to make him general 
of the Corfkan troops in theeir ferric, if he 
would mturh to their fide. But hc.anfwer- 
ed with refolution and magnanimity, Vl 
^ miei figliuoH me It daranpo a lor difpetto ; 

* e tutte le altre offerte . le ftimo un nulla a 

* paragoncdel giufto impegno che ho prefo 

* cchc fegurter6 fin che^ho vita* My^ons 

* they fhallibie obliged to ^^e me; whether 

* they will or no i and all their other offers; 
*^ Ixonfider -as nothings in Gompariibfi of 

* thejuft«nterprife in which I am-cngagcd, 

* and in which I will perfevere while I have 
^ life/ Sticfi: inftances of patriQtick fpirit 
deferye to be', recorded* The annals of 
Corfica will furniih many of them. . 

/When the Auftrian.tnx>.ps entered Genoa> 
the young counts Rivarola were fet 4t liberty. 
Count Aatonio, the cldeft, my very good 
friend, is a -major, in the fervtce of the king 
of Sardinia, and confial general for that fo-- 
vcreign in Tufcany. Count Nicholas^ the 
other» lives at Olctta in Corfica, but is'of fo 
delicate a conftitution, that he cannot ferve 
his country as he would wifli to do. Both the 
brothers have the fpirit of their father. 
G z 
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Count Domeiricb RiVawla obtaifned « 
Regiment in the S«dim4n fetvke> and by 
his influence at Turih, procared foth afflft- 
^ce, that he wtftM fa^ve beeo able to free 
his tsountfy, llad it net hem for tlic houfe 
of Mkth in Cbar&ca, iidiich ftbbd by the re* 
pe^riek, ifia had int^ft enoii^ tb iaake 
4 itttjttg^arty m the ifland. 
■•' In ttib meaii'tiiiiei the Corfican war weril 
oh wftfc Ipirit. Soinctimes it was tsjfpefted, 
^al &e knig tof Spairi would ftrike in on 
dat^tdt other. Btot that pribce did not 
<^o6&^to interfere. Probably he ft)refa*wv 
tlutt It wwld involve him in a quattd with 
Ffaftce■^' ■' ■-■ ' '• ' 

^'Vi^hife the Genoefe and tfce Corticaini 
were tA kttftly ebgaged, and Ac jmSi^* 
ciarii of E^uroipe ^ere fornung vftrk>os con* 
jedtures, a mbft'esctrttordinary chtumiftfimce 
occurred, tb the amazement of every body. 
ThU Vas th^ appejiranoe of Theodore, 
whofe fingidar ftory has made £o mach 

bees, 
ihave 
k it:- 
i per- 

fuadfid, wSl be vWy kwptaWc to ii*f 

readers. 4 
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TiiGodore ^aroQ.lf^w^u^tff', 'm th<} coupty 
pf La Marc in Wel]^|)])^a^ w^s ll^e ^% 
i»9g9 who a^^M to the fcnre]gagQty,pf Cpr- 
fyffi' He had his ed^oat^. ^ thq Fre^c^ 
iijnriqe. He afterwvd^ .jyqnt.tp Sgaip, 
where he received iome ja^^rj^s of regard 
from the duli,e of i^^^dt ajid ^cardiQali Al^ 
beroni. But being .of , a ftraogc wfetticd 
jM-C5?ajog 4ifpQ$(iofl^ he,q|iit1»li§p4tf», , and 
went imd travelled mtQ.^p^y* ^^iip4,^nd 
Holla|ids cv«F in ie^(;h oif fQpaQ.'neif ^p 
yct»tttrp. He 8it li^ $^cd bi?'|ttiipii«p ,9^ 
Corfica, vniSq^eii 9. {fbcvpfi of jx^lf^^^ 
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ance he prdmifed to the Corficans," they 
would very willingly make him- king.' 

Upon this, without lofs of time, he Cet 
fail, and landed at Tavagna in the fpring of 
1736. He was a man of a veiy ftately ap- 
pearance ; and the Turkifh drefs which he 
wore, added to the dignity of his mien. 
He had a few attendants with him: His 
manners were fo engaging, and his offers 
fo plaufible, that he was proclaimed king 
of Corfica, before count Rivarola's dif- 
patches arrived to inform the chiefs of the 
terms upon which he had agreed. He brought 
with him about a thoufand zechins of Tu^ 
nis, befides fome arms and ammunition, 
and made magnificent promifes of foreign 
affiftance ; fo that the Corficans, who were 
glad of any fupport, willingly gave into his 
fchemes ; and it muft be corifidered, that 
there could be no great harm in allowing a 
man the name of king, fince they had al- 
ways the power of reftraining his authority. 

Theodore affumed every rriark of royal 
dignity. He had his guards, and his ofR- 
cers'of ftate. He conferred titles of honour^ 
and he ftruck money, both of filver and 
copper. The filver pieces were few in num^ 
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ber, and can now hardly be met with. I 
have one of his copper coins, on one fide 
ef it is 'T. R. (Thec^dorus Rex) King 
Theodore^' with a double branch crofled, 
5rid round it this infcription, * Pro bbno 
publico Re. Co. (Regni Corficae) For the 
publick'goodof the kingdom of Corfica.' 
On the ofher fide, is the value of the piece; 
^ cinque foldi, five fbus.' There was fuch 
. a curiofity over all Europe to have king The- 
odore's coins, that his filver pieces vvere fold 
at four zechins each ; and when the genu- 
iiife ones were exhauftcd, imitations of thtm 
were made at Naples, and, like the imha^ 
tions of antiques, were bought up at a high 
price, and carefully prefcrved in the cabi- 
nets of the virtuofi. 

Theodore immediately blocked up the 
Genoefe fortified towns ; and he ufed to be 
ibmetimes at one fiege;* fometimes at ano- 
ther, ttahding with a telcfcope in his hand, 
as if he fpied the afliftance which he faid 
he expected. He ufed alfo the artifice of 
making large packets be continually brought 
to hini from the continent, which he gave 
out to be from the different fovereigns of 
■Europe, acknowledging his authority, an4 
promifing to befriend him. 

G4 
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* Ti}e^9rf<K&^Wet« jt<it% little «0BleuR4^ 
^ wiikthis itnfeitpe^cid ^dveatttron Tl^fiy 
^liiiaqd « vu^ont mioaiefyp Q>pmA Tfaeo«« 
dore^ tfsatiBg Itimiwid^ grest.cimtciiipt> bat; 
»t«b&&ni^^tii]^{hcwing^ 1^»t tl^ wef« 
alifntedatbisapft^ara^cei TlieodoM rq^lied^ 
in a mtisifeftdi wufo alt the oaimnd&^ nA 
^^S^f of a iii£)li«tbjr ex|»dr«) his ittdif* 
ftl^iKre^ae^to^w irijarioi^ tretrtmcnt of d^e 
rcpublidc^l aiidi tp^ffed ^ih Ift^ the hopet 

The QoMfffh^ mim^bM* ti l»ndoo» ma4« 
fiiongmtfem(b9gaah(l^C3ad^ aitdim 
the 24 of Jttl]^! 17316J ^hei^ ^i^f%^ tiK^^ueogt 
tse^cm of Greai^&iti&Di i0tteiottt hor rogr^l 
proclaonatioB, prohihitii^ isiy o£ Bis hh^ 
jefty's fqbje<^ fromfurnUhiOfprov^anl c^ 
affiflancei to the mdeeoatentg of Corfica; 

After haying been aho^t eight iii<*icfas in 
Gorficn, Theodore perceived^ that the peo- 
ple begao to cod in thek ^fiedicsis towarda 
bimi and did not a^ with the famejrefelu^ 
tion as before. He there^re v?ifcly dcter^ 
mined* to leave them for « little* and try 
his foftime again, upon the continents Skv 
after having laid dawn a plan ^ adminif^rar 
tic^^ 10 be obferved in his a}^nc^ lie quit^ 
ted the ifland, in the month of Novemb?^ 
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He wsBt to H<^I«M* iad thacB'lit.wasibc-* 
oei^fttl enough to gtt cvtdk. to&^reato^ 
lent, from iei^enil ^mhrnujckmUtrpvetkn* 
lady Jews, ' who trofted'him nvith catmoOf 
ifnd other warUko ftoves, to a gmt valiKV 
undei; the <:b«ig^ ofa fiqmrcwgo. With 
tiiefe* he retomed^tq Cbrfice, in ty^^xzad, 
on hU arrivala he -put' to death the iKft^-r 
oergQi th«t h« roi^l not h«ve vayi trauhlr 
frofo defflpmie Jbting fvmde upon l#i«ioL7 - 

By this dinei as ihall be afterwanUiheviriif 
A« Fnnch ImI bccotfie h pimttM in iho 
iflaodt th«t» «Uhousik Theodore ihamM 
htt^Tuf^ of" warlike Aocet^ be did net iii-«> 
(&w. te insntttiv his periMi» the Goioe^ 
Jwring ftt a high price upon his head. 

He ,UMrcfore choie to reliiiquifh hit 
throm^ and gtvcr.up his views rof amhitioa 
for Taftiyw foTQiflitog a remafkable example, 
how Btt: a daring isd deiperate Ipirit ma^ 
go ; far» had Theodore had a little mom 
prudence, aqd fome better fortune, he, and* 
his poftcrity, might have worn the crown' 
of Corfica, upon, the generous title, ofhav«- 
ing delivered the iiland^from oppreffion« 

It has often befn faid, that Theodora 
was^fecreily Ibpportcd by ibme of the"^ 
^Euroi^ean ^wqrs. Qot^ %m all that I csso; 
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Jcaril^ there Is no fouftdution" whatever, for 
this corijcaai^e. It is, indeed, a rare things 
to find a private gentleman embarking on 
his own l>oftom, in an ehtcrprife of fuch a 
nature. BUt the truth isi, Theodora was a 
ttioft Angular man,, and had been fo beaten 
about, by change of fohime, that he had 
loft the common fentiments of mankind, 
and viewtd ^things as bne who is mad, or 
drunk, or ih a fever. He -had nothing to 
Ibfe, and *a 'great deal to win. Mis fobeme 
^s, to amufe the Gorficahs with hopes of 
fbreigh aid^r and, by -the force :of hope, to 
Wrry them foreward* -This might have fuc- 
fceeded,' in \Vhich cafe, he :a>uld very e^ly 
hayefaidj that the fomj^ aid wduBd have 
come, had there been dccafion for it*; but 
they had befhaved with fiich fpirit, a« to re- 
quire no help.' And, had he been fortunate. 
It is probable, fome of the powers of Europe 
might havie,*^in reality, ftood by him. 

The Corficans now, talk differently ci 
:king Theodore.' -Some of them^ who had 
nioft faith in^his fine fpeeches, ftill extoll 
him to the flcife^, to fuppoi-t their own judg- 
ment ^ othersy wholoc^ked upon him as an 
im'pdftour, and never joined heartily in his 
meafures, repfefent him as a kind of Wat 
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Tyler^ a king of a rfebble; but the moft 
knowing and judicious, and thc\ General 
himfelir, confider hini in the moderate light 
in whidi'he has now. been repr^fcnted, and 
own, that^ie was of gtjcat fcrvice in reviving 
the fpirit 6f the nation, which, after a good 
tn^y years of conftftntwar, was beginning 
to droop, but which, Theodore reftorcd, 
while he rekihdled^the facred fire of liberty. 

They, » indeed, ' are fenfible, that his 
wretched fate has thrown a fort of ridicule 
on the^ nation, fince their king was confined 
in a jail at London, which was adiually the 
cafe of poor Theodore^ who, after expe-r 
fienctng the moft extraordinary viciflitudcs 
of fortune,, chofe to end^his days, in our 
iQand of liberty; but was reduced to th€? 
wretched ftate of a prifoner, for debt. 

Mr. Horace Walpole generoufly exerted 
himfelf for Theodore. He wrote a paper 
in the World, with great elegance and 
humour, foliciting a contribution for the 
monarch in diftrefe,' to be paid to Mr. Ro- 
bert Dodfley, bookfeller, as lord high trea- 
furer. This brought him a very handfome 
fum. He was allowed to get out of prifon. 
Mr. Walpole has the original deed, by 
which Theodore m^tde over, the kingdptp.pf 
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Mr. Wslpolo Juiy toUi iOfit ibttheba^ 

accordingly in cQo^rfu^ wi^ Jijai^ tt • 
hdfB .of liis : «cqii9iQtailc«u Bm l^botbsr 
^oa» doOocist Of frosR pndCf he di4 imH 
open Iu$ mcttObt 

I it^pofi^ he had hffen Ai diiffiM» w4 
la Qiifchimrt: %.hia.ja»is£Mrttt»«i .^ he 
waa hecQoe fi^loa .and indilli^ripi^j ^ ^9 
died ve;^ fcw after h? got oi>t flf p^ibp^ 
and was^biiciodin Sfc, Aone'a i^^rchrjarda 
W^ftniinfter » where ; a &m9^^ ^x^rjgfi^ 
ttooument 19 ere^ed to hm$ with the fi^r ^ 
|owin| ioiEc^ptioiu , 

Kear this plac<^ It lat^tivl - 

yn^ died in this pafilh^ Pec, 1I9 . 

Imaiedlitjetfifter Intbig 

Tlie kinf^f bQ^,pri(l^, 

By tke benefit of ^ aft of ioiblvency : 

In coniequence of ^hich, ' 

Her^pftcrid Us Idng^MB Qf.C6rfi^a 

For the vfe^ Im« cffditqrB* 

' ^ 

The gni¥f» griit teacho^ taalevd bfingit 
. Heroes, andbeggarf, gaUej^flavea, and kin^ § 
But Theodore, this moral leam*d, e^er dead ; ) 

Fate pourM its teflon on hh living head, # 

BeftowMa kingdoflii and deny*dliuil bnt4f ^ 
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iTa teixum to ihe^ffiiiicrof the iBtcudi Thtf' 
Crenodl^ <^<^ *cr ttfteA the dfe in ,1734^ 
iiiied iome Swifs «ui& i3inibii8> wiio Jrooi 
Isditig iooaftomedtb fudi a cotdiAy At Inmi^ 
enicgiktfcovr tlwnutiidtfiiiu ofCoi^ca:. Bufr 
tlieft ibMkrs fomid ftiioicafytittttiBr to ibomt 
akmhtains, 'wbteHrc ^ke iiatxviet •vfere'XxKsA*:' 
AiifiiHy filiiig; upon diem, andhifdtittiKlierl^ 

liMi nude j^Mid btU^$SR> sniff tnat* uKy ^avk 
titeOeotttletocrtiivdt UoodTor t&blriManenf^' 
. QtaOtt hid tili'o tetoatA «9 flf6 dd|ieit^^ 
expedient of Marias vtki^lAk. ^tfOlSSAt^' 
«dan i ndei tei i t y to aither stf&ffin^ uid^nit- 
kws of mry JE^ ^en cdndidon ^at they 
iboatd fij^ fi)rdiei«|mt»lidk, inC^r&czi Tbe 
tohbttvmd tiBMrna^Gmmi, are ao incon- 
0derable pvofKHPtioa of lid' ptople. Tkeft 
vuBctdim Hotktd together, fpom all qtu^ers) 
and wtn^fomied kito twdwe^can^suiteai, ^0 
vitae joined wiidx die ^wifs^ffid GriTons. 

It may well beJMi^M» tliat vaM&ifeti* 
diacies, and abandomd 4:mcmoMl»f. aoAd not 
<q»pofe an srnfy of htsare men, 9viio wesr 
tiffing in di^ great cosib t)f Hlxtrtjiv anl 
fa^fl every thing 4list W4a de«r ;to i|t&e{py at 
nake* .■•-■," '. e:''. .',.■ ;■.. I., ■..j'jj'x- 
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But France, who has cverliad an eye to £hi5 
ifland, now began to be apprdienfivethat the 
Corficans might entirely throw ofF the yoke df 
Genoa, in which cafe, they would either be- 
come a free ftate, which the powers of Burope 
would, from a mutual jealoufy, proted, or 
perhaps, would put tlwmfelves under the {o^ 
vereignty of fome great nation. She Vefolved 
then tx> force them back under the dominion 
of Genoa ; for, bj conftant negotiations v^'ith 
that republick, Franed has fuch an afbendan- 
cy,:thatihem^ command, when flie j^fes> 
whatever belongs to 'it* - ; ) 

A treaty was therefofjc made at VerftiMes, 
by which, his, Moft C^riftian Majefty en-^ 
gaged to reduce the Qorikans to obedidnce ; 
and it was contrived utith fuch aiddre6, as 
to appear done at the carneft defire of Genoa; 
though in reality, the republick had too re- 
cently experienced the danger <>£ calling in 
the aid of a great ftate, to wifh for a repeti- 
tion of the fame expedient, ' ' 

In the month of March, 17:^8, the count 
de BwfTcux was fent with a detachment of 
French troops to Coriica. This general was 
a good officer, but of no great enterpriie. He 
was .attended on this expedition, by M* dc 



Digitized by 



Google 



O P iCtP R 6 i C A,\ 1 1 1 

Contad^^ fiace, w^cf^hsi^ pf. France, who 
coqaxmncjed th^ilfr^nphtaripyi^tibq battle of 
Mindcn. After feyeral conference with the 
chiffe of the Corfic^ns, . Giaj96cri|and Papli, 
with whoqi we?, may alfo mention .Lqca di 
Omanp, a colla^efjal branch of ^he gn?at fa- 
mily,, which S^mpkro di Bafteli9^ formcrljj 
reprpfented, M. de Bjoifleu^ %dir>g^that tl^^ 
CQriicai>s would ^otfubmitt;a th^^ old, ops 
' prefloi?, began his, hoftllities. , ^ . i . 
, The people c^ Corfica re^?as)nfl;ra|€^l to his 
moft ^?iiliaa Maj^fty in;'a;;very,;Si^e<aii^ 
m^mprial, in ^hich ^hey en^qlerat9d at grea^ 
length; their grievance^^ and as Franc? had 
fofn^prly^afForc^ thqm prptecaion, they hon. 
pc^^ihe.would npt now compel them toyield 
to tfe^^^prft of .tyr^ijtny*^ ^ Tcj the^.memorial 
w^^ Subjoined ariiicles of acaorapiodation, 
wWdirth^y fu^itted to tjie French king, ^ 
, , Thefe articles were thought toobold, for a 
p^c^Uifi the fituatipn cf theCprfipans; and 
arti^lc^ formed by, the Genoefe were,approved 
by France : fo tl^^t no ^pcpmmod^tion could 
be, brought about. GiafFeri and PaoU pub- 
lifh^d.a fpirited nianifcfto to their country- 
men, cpnqluding it with thejioble fen time,nt 
of Tildas MaccabQus ; ^ Melius .eft morjJa 
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< bello qvaan videce mda geiitis noftrae.* (a) 

* It 19 better jfor us to dk in battle, ^«i to 

* bdbdd the cdbmiities of our people.* 

M> de fiioi^nix (tid confiderable hurt to 
the Corficans ; for> although his operadohd 
trere flow, they w«c Well coadad»d< He 
had even recoarfe to art) for he had a part 
of his troops dreft exaftly like the people of 
the coiintry* and, by that device, fh^ de- 
ftroyed multitudes, and Occasioned a ftrang« 
coaiufion aod di&iay among di« Coi^cans;, 
in fo nmch, that till they came very neitf 
parties, -who appeared upon the moantains 
and in l&e woods»- ^ey could liot be oerlua 
whcthertheywerefriendsoredcmies. .Meau- 
ifphik, nwre troops b«ng kmt from France, 
the tran(ports were overtaken with a tenftki 
ftorm, and feme of them wrecked on ^ 
C(»r!fican coaih, where t^ patriots took ^« 
feldters prifoners, and feieed their tfms« M* 
deBotflbox did not live :to £se die fucoc^ <4 
his operations. He was taken iH, and^lied 
tt BdKa, onFebroaiy 1739. 

The Gcnocfc, much elated wi A the fiic- 
ce6 dut the monarchy of ^ance had tpatA 
the Corficans, poMiihed a loi^ memotnd. 
The f»eginning of it^ is truly pkafimt^ 

(11} t Maccabee«,v«iu^ ni. var. 59. 
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* All the world ktrows fe Wefl, the mfld- 

* nefs and loVe/wit^ which the repubtick' of 

* Genoa governs her pebpkj iand above dl> 

* with what goodnef^ and affe<9:i6n fhe hath. 

* ever regarded thofe of Gorfica, '£fcc. '(^y/ 
-They reallj intended this fhould pafs in 
Europe, as u ferious truth." • " • 

Still fupported by thef goddnelfs of tfteir 
caufe, the.Gorficans f eflmifl^ inflpiiMe; nor 
^ould they.evcr have-^en^ WAj^j^feyt «y'f&c4i 
a fuperiority o£ ibrce, ^ * it wa'S.irtlp^iffi 
for them to withftahd. " \ , '.ii 

In Match, 1 73^9; the Frdneh fetlt to Gof-i 

ftca, the marquis deMaiflebois, a commiinfet 

'every Way fittdd for fuch an expedition, be^ 

trig ah tofBcef of great penettation, and uri- 

^omttidn fire. *He faW, ihiit the Corlicans 

Jiad.l6ng been trifled with: by GernQa,*. and 

t!>at even the Fuench hald hot- afted' againft 

them with fuffitient'^igour. He faw; ' titst 

ftwlafe necefl^ry-to ftrikc a-boH' ftroke, if he 

wanted 4a naa:ke any-im^reffion oh thh'^T-^ 

liant iflanders, ft) Jong, acclrff omed to ffcetie^ 

of blood ; --atid fince hifi-^fovereign had rdm- 

mit^ to him ifie chtit^ df eBnqueftug thii 

p«opltfi ^he «:^folved'fc d& itiefJ^tis 

'*^ - (^) JawiSn, torn. I'/p, ■35$^^* ■ -^^ 

. - . ^- ..;.-„^--;J..,;-.4. 
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Every thing, therefore^ was pravidid for 
the eAlerprife. He had i 6 battalKons of the 
feeft troops of France, bdidcs fomc Arque^- 
bufiers and Bearnois, expert in dimbing the 
ijioun.taitis, 

. Havirig forjCned two greatt corps^ and fe- 
veral fmall parties, zH compkatly fumifls»ed 
witih ammiimticrn, ahd wha^ver elfe was 
tiecefl&iry, of: bonveni€»it ; h6 pierced into 
iheiftiichnoft parts of tkt country, while his 
greteadicrs cajmtd heavy cantlon acrofs the 
rudeft pafles. He cut down thfe ftanding 
coi'ft, xhe vinro, the olives, fot fire to the 
villages, and Ipread terrour and defolaticflk 
in every quarter. He hanged numbers 6f 
monks, and othws, who were kccneft in the 
revolt, and at the lame time, publifliddi 
wherever he went, his terms of capitulation^ 
which had the beft chance to be accepted, 
amidft fo general a deftrudion. Notwith- 
ftanding the ungenerous caufe, in which 
they were difplayed, one cannot but admire 
the martial abilities of M, de Maillebois. 

We have feen, that Theodore xlurft not 
lartd. The fuccours which he left, were 
not of much avails Such unprecedented^, 
and terrible flau^htef> as now took placej^ 
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with tfee ^«ad pf fl^J grejttpr vgngeaace, 
from {o foroHdabk a 9«atipn as Fraixee, obliged 
the CorficiMi3 to Jay dow^ their arm§, fit the 
.end of ihe cgmpaign^ ^739> w^hich was in- 
4ded a hot ooe. Of thefe ^rms, a thoufand 
iverc fo^Uid to hwe the Qenoefe mark. The 
j-^ufelick d<5maiuied to h?ive th^m reftored, 
<L circvmftAftGi^ little to th^ir honour. 

The Oiciierak, Gi^rfFeiri aad Paoli> left the 
IQmd, :and went to Naples i where they weare 
i>oth ai^de colonele, which charafter^ th^ 
^^goyed till th^ir de^th. 

There were ftill iome few enthufi^icfc 
patrio<^ who fkulked m the wildeft pfcrts 
6f the iflajid; but thefe were all reduced 
bdfore the ead (rf die year 1740, as was alfo 
the yixing baroa Ni^whoff^ the nephew ef 
Theodore, who with a fmall party of def- 
peradoes^ had long efca^d the utmbft dili- 
gence of the French commander. He fuf- 
ixndcred> on condition, that he and his at- 
tendants, fliould be landed in fafety on the 
continent, which was faithfully performed. 

In this manner was Corfica totally van- 
^iihed by France, of which the Genoese 
were ^ proud, as if it had been their own 
achievement. They gave in propofals to 
M. de Maillebois, for kecfping the ifland in 
H 2 
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perpetual quiet. Thcfe propofals are pre?- 
ferved by M, Jauffift (i/) j and they are 
fuch* as any ftate fhould be afliamed of. 
Amongft many other barbarous fchemes, 
one was, to tranfport a confiderable number 
of the inhabitants, and make them over to 
the king of France, to people his diftarrt 
colonies. Could there be a more harfti, or 
a more abfurd meafurc, than this f Jauffin 
is much on the fide of Genoa, and through 
the whole of his two volumes, does not 
feem to have felt one fpark of- true liberty, 
or at all to have entered into the fpirit of 
what the Corficans were fighting for ; y^t 
when he recites this propofal, he cannot 
help faying, ' II fembloit par la qu'i!s 

• auroient ete contcns d'etre foverains d^s 
y feuls rochers de Corfe fans fujets (^), ' It 
^ would thence appear, that the Genoefe 

* would have been fatisfied to be: fovereigr^s 
*. of the bare rocks of Corfica„ without 
' fubje<3:s.' ' - r 

France being engaged with more impop- 
tant objefts than Cbrfica, or any thing con- 
cerning the Genoefe, was no lojiger at lei- 
fure to employ her attention, on that ifland.. 

{a) JauiTm, tom. i. p. 46.8. {h) lb. p, 4.81, ,' 
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All Europe being now in agitation, flie 
thought proper to recall her troops from 
Gorfica. They accordingly quitted the 
ifland, in the end of the year 1741, leaving 
it in perfedl fubmiffion and quietnefs; as was 
faid of the Romans by Galgacus, the an- 
cient Scottifh chief, in his famous fpeech, 
upon the Graqipian mountains -, * Ubi fo- 
litudinem faciunt, pacem appellant [a). 
Wher^ they make a defart, they call it 
peace/ 

The French, indeed, knew the Corficans 
too wellj to believe^ that they would fubmit 
to Genoa, when left to themfelves. The 
event happened accordingly ; for the French 
were hardly gone, before the Corficans 
were again as much in motion as ever. 
Several of their countrymen, who were fet- 
tled in different towns in Italy, furnifhed 
them with a/ms; and, as they h2[d formerly 
done, they took a good many arms from the 
Genoefe. From having been long depref- 
fed, like a flrong bow recovering its elafli- 
city, they rofe with renewed vigour. Man, 
woman and child, may be isid to have en- 
gaged ; for very young boys took the field ; 
'and even fome of their women, like thofe 

(^a) Tacit, de vit. Agric, cap. 30, 

H3 
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of Sparta, ifhewed their ralour In battle. 
Many of the religidils alio carried arms ; 
and, as if aduated hy a kind df univerAl 
iftfpiration, ?very fdul Was ardent againft 
the tyrant. 

GafFori and Matri, now obtained the go^ 
vernment of Corfica, tinder the title of pro* 
teiflours of the kingdom, GafFori was a 
man of diftinguiihed talents. His eloquence 
was moft remarkable; and the Corficaiis 
flill talk with admiration of his harangue$ 
to them, He heard once, that a band of 
aflaffins were coming againft him. He wtA% 
out, and met them with a ferenft dignity, 
which aftonifhed them. He begged they 
would only hfear him a little ; and he gave 
them fo pathetick a pidure of the diftrelles 
of Corfica, and roufed their fpirits to fuch 
a degree againft thofe, who caufed the op-» 
preffion, that the aflaffins threw themfelves 
at his feet, intreated his forgivenefs, and in-» 
ftantly joined his banners. 

The Genoefe being in pofleffion of the 
caftle of Corte, it was befieged with great 
vigour by the Corficans, commanded by 
Gaffori. By a ftrange want of thought^ 
the nurfe, who took care of GafFori's eldeft 
fon, then ai^ infant, wan4ere4 aw^yj at ^ 
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litdc ditoc? from th^ c?^p. The Geaoefe 
pecceivcd it^ an4 in^al^iag a fudden fally, 
they gc* Iwld of thp nxxrfp and the child, and 
carried tkem into thp cailie* The GeneraJ 
ihcwcd a decent cpncern at this unhappy 
accident^ which ftrijck a d%n\p into th^ whol^ 
army. The Genoejfe thpught they could 
have Gaf&ti upon their own terms, ikicp 
they were paffefledof fo de^r aplpdge,. Whe^ 
lie advanced to njakp fonie cannon play, they 
held up his fon, djr^ftly over that part of thp 
wall, againft which his artillery was kyelled. 
TheCorficans ftopt, and began to drawback; 
but GaiFori, with the refolution of a Ron>an, 
ilood at their head, and ordered them to con- 
tinue the fire. Luckily, his firm nefs was 
not broken by lofing his child, who efcaped 
unhurt. I had the ple^fure of knowing the 
young gentleman, who ii^herits his father's 
eftate. He related to me himfelf, from the 
the beft authority, this ftory, which does Co 
much honour to his father. I had it alfo 
vouched, by fuch as had no particular in* 
ter?ft in it. 

Matra, the other general or proteAour, 
was always fufpeded, as fecretly favouring 
the views of Genoa, and was rather a pro- 
moter of divifion, than a patron of liberty. 
H4 
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Indeed, the great misfortune of the Corficans, 
was their want of union j which made parti- 
cular animofities take up their attention, and 
divert their zeal from the great caufe. 

In 1745, Count Domenico Rivarola, ar- 
rived at Baftia, along with fome Englifh 
Ihips of war. Great Britain had forbidden 
her fubjeds to give any afliftance to the Cor- 
ficans ; but, by the changeful fchemes of 
political connexions, flie confented to fend 
fopie fhips againft the Genoefe ; not, as 
from herfelf, but, as complying with the re- 
iqueft of her ally, the king of Sardinia, who 
had taken the caufe of Corfica much to 
heart. Thefe Ihips bombarded Baftia, and 
San Fiorenzo, both of which they delivered 
into the hands of the Corfican^. The force 
of the Britifh men of war, and the gr^eat fer- 
vice done by us to their caufe, are never-for- 
gotten, by the brave iflanders. 

Count Rivarola, was proclaimed generalif- 
limo of the kingdom. Gaffori and Matra, 
were not prefent at this eleftion, and did 
every thing in their power to oppofe it 3 fo 
that there was nothing but heart-burnings, 
and miferable difienfions ; and the Britifh 
went away with an idea of this people, as if 
they had been a parcel of half-barbarians, - 
3 
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As our information, with regard to Cor* 
fica, has been.very imperfect, thefe unhappy 
impreflions have continued ever fince, and 
have had too much influence in Great Britain, 

Rivarola, GafFori and Matra, having at 
length come to a tolerable agreement, mat- 
ters went on a little better, though the 
Genoefe were not long in recovering Baflia 
and San Fiorenzo. 

In 1746, the Corficans fent two envoys* 
with propofals to the Earl of Briftol, then 
hisBritannickMajefty's ambafladour, at the 
court of Turin. The intention of thefe 
propofals was, that Corfica fhould put her-- 
felf entirely under the protection of Great 
Britain, The envoys waited at Turin, till 
My Lord Briftol had a return from the mi- 
niftry at London, fignifying their fatisfac-* 
tion at what had been communicated, hoping 
the Corficans would preferve the fame ob- 
liging fentimenls ; but that it was not then 
the time to enter into any treaty with them. 
• Count Domenico Rivarola, finding that 
he could be of moft fervice to his country, 
when at a diftance^ returned to Turin, 
where he conftantly improved the benevo-« 
lent intentions of his Sardinian Majefty to-* 
wards Corfica* Jle died with the rank of 
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cofond, in April 174&, and left behind him 
the charaftcr of an honefl man, and a gal- 
lant patriot, 

Ia the fame moirth and year, the Britifh 
{hip, the Naffa^, commanded by captain 
Hokomb, together with fome tranfports, 
carried over toCorfica, two battallions, one 
of the king of Sardinia's troops, and one 
of Auftrians, in order to dd the Corficans 1 
b^t the gerieral peace being concluded, at 
Aix la Chapelle, no fc^eign ftatcs could any 
longer inteifere, and the Corficans and Oe« 
ftoefe, weit again left to themfelves. 

My lyord Hailes has, among his valuable 
Ccilcaion of hiftorical manufcripts, two 
pieces relating to Corfica. The one entitled^ 
* Information de Y6t2t dans lequel fe trouvc 
prefentemcnt la Corfe, ct de ce qull faudroit 
pour la dclivrer de Tefclavagc du gouvemc- 
ment Gcnois, traduit de Tltalien," is written 
by Count Domenico Rivarola, The other, 
is an account of the ftate of Corfica, in the 
original Italian ; drawn up by one, who ap- 
pears to have been well acquainted with the 
fubjefi. Both of thefc papers fet forth, the 
advantages to be derived to a maritime pow* 
er, from an alliance with Corfica. They 
were communicated by M. Carret dc 

4 
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GoTPCgjfic, the Sardinian miniftcTy to Ocnc^ 
ral W^ntwortb, the Britifli ambaffadcnir, at 
the court of Turin } and, I believe, thty 
had coniiderable iniioence, in procuring 
the intcrpofition of Sardinia and Great Bri^ 
tain, in favour x>f the Corficans. 

Matra, in the end of theycar.J748> went 
into the fervice of Piedmont, and left Gaf- 
fori fole general of the ifland. A rcpetitioa 
of the fan^e defperate adions continued, till 
on the 3d of Odlober, i753> Oafibri w$B 
nflafCnated by a band of murderers, fct on 
by the republick. At leaft, it is t fafl: that 
fome of theie wf etches have dill a mifc-* 
rable pennon to fupport them, in the terri- 
tory of Genoa. There is a piUar of infamy 
ere<3;ed at Corte, on the place, where flood 
the Jbtoufe of the principal aftor in this 
bloody villainy. The houfe was burnt, and 
razed from the foundation. 

The Corficans, from their family con- 
peftions, and violent parties, differ in their 
accounts of Gaffori. Some of them would 
have it believed, that he was too much en? 
groflcd by felfifli views, and i» order tQ 
promote his own intereft, endeavoured to 
brinjaj about unworthy fchemes of reconci-* 
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liation with Genoa. But, bcfides the re- 
ludance which every generous mind muft 
feel to give credit to injurious reports of a 
hero, whofe greatnefs of foiil ihone forth, 
in the manner I have related, what I heard 
of GafFori from thofe, in whofe judgment 
and impartiality I could confide, joined with 
the regard with which he is had in remem- 
brance by the majority of his countrymen, 
determine me to a perfuafibn of the reality 
of his virtues. 

The adminiftratours of theifland had been 
fb well inftituted by General GafFori, that 
Cqrfica was able to continue for two years 
without any chief ; while the war was ftill 
carried on with various fuccefs. 

The patriots did not however, fwear a fo- 
lemn oath, that', rather than fubmit tp the 
republick, they would throw themfelves 
into the fire, like the Saguntines of old. 
This oath, which is conceived in terms of 
ftrength and violence, not unlike the Cor- 
fican ftile, but fomewhat exaggerated, was 
circulated over Europe, and generally be- 
lieved to be genuine. Do<ftor Smollet, who 
difplays a generous warmth -in favour of the 
Corficans, hath given this oath a place in 
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feis hiflory (^) ; but Paoli aflures me, that 
it was a fiftion. 

I come now, to a remarkable event in the 
annals of Corfica, an event, from which 
the happinefs and glory of that ifland will 
principally be dated. I mean, the^le(^ioft 
of. Pafcal Paoli, to be general of the king- 
dom, 

Pafcal Paoli *, was fccond fon to the old 
jchief Giacinto Paoli. He had been edu- 
cated with great care by his father, who 
formed his tafte fo# letters, and infpired him 
with every worthy, and noble fentiment. 
He '^as born in Cornea, where he remained 
long enough, to contrail a love and attach- 
ment to his country, and to feel the oppref- 
fion under which it groaned. 

When the patriots were totally crufhed by 
the marquis de Maillebois, his father took 
young Paoli to Naples, where he had the 
advantage of attending the academy, got a 

(a) Smoll. hift. vol. i6. p. 384. 

♦. HJ^ name, in Italian, is Pafquale de' PaoU. I write 
Pafc^V as nwre agreeable to an Engliih ear. I alfo avoid giv- 
ing him any title. I owe this thought to My Lord Hailos. 
Wlicn I aiked him, Whether I fhould call P^oli, Signer, or 
.General ? his anfvver was, * Signor is better than General, 

* bot plain Pafcal is better than either. Yoa do t)Ot fay, 

* King Alexander,* but Alexander of Maccdon ; no title ad4a 

* to the dignity of Judas Maccabeus.* * 
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cotpmifiion w aa offipor in that fef vice, ind 
was much about court* ... 

Here he IWed twrfye or thirteen years, 
cidtiyeting the great powers with which na- 
ture h^d endowed himi ^nd laying tbc ibuflie 
station -of thofe gr^nd defigiis> which hp 
li^d eai^ly .formed* for the deliverajacc m£ 
his country. 

His reput^tiw beqai»e , {q great anwng 
^;CorjS<atts, th^t.he.re«lved the ftroogift 
mvitations to come cm^ apd take th/e cflm^ 
mand. He /emb^rjked in the glorious tifc- 
terprife, ftimulatted by ge»«rou8 ^xabttiao, 
and undifmayed by a conlideratioa «f ^e 
dangers, the cares, aod the uncertaipty 
which he was about to eacouqten 

There was fomethiag particularly zS&3y 
ing, in his parting from his father ; the old 
man, hoary and gray with years, fell on his 
neck, and kiffed him, gave him bis blcffing, 
and with a broken feeble voice, encouraged 
him in the undertaking, on which he waa 
entering ; * My fon,' faid he, * I may, pof- 

* fibly, never fee you more j but in my 

* mind, I fhall ever be prefent with you* 

* Your delign is a great, and a npble onej 

* and I doubt not, but God will blefs you 

* in it. The little which remains to me qF 
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« life, 1 mil allot to yowr caufe, - m-offerhig 
"^ up my prayers and iapplicsitioii^ to haa- 
• vtn^ for your pttit^etidtk and profperity/ 
Having aga^iii tnibrac^i tiiffl) tbey parted. 
Ptifcal Paoli n6 fobii^l: app^red in the 
iflandj than he attrd<fted th^ attctitioh oF 
^\tet^ body. His carriage 4iid deportment 
•prejudiced thfem in his favour, ti«d bis fupe* 
riottr judgment, and patrlbtick fpirit, dif^ 
^ayed with dll thfe force of -ek)q<iencc, 
<4iarmed their uftd*i*ftanditigs. All ^s, 
-fadghtenied with eonde(cenik>li/' afEibilky 
and modefty, entirely won him their hearts. 
A wapf Was open for him to the fopreme 
cotofeiftd, and he was called to it by the 
imaniiiioue v^ce of his countrymen ; upon 
wbtdi (k)ca(ion, was liTued the following; 
mflnifefto. 

ifow 5^ Corsica, u the Bekv^ p^i^^e^ 
/iirf Nation*. 

Beloved people and couktryms^tV 

* THfi difcords and divifions, that have 
* begun to infedl the publick, as well as 
^ private tranquillity of our country, hy 
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* tjlic revival of tftdent^ andpcrfooal enmi* 

* ties ^moogft: tbofq, who have very; little 

* fcAr of ,Qoi>i J aod^AUC little, intercftcd and 
^ g}?^py s^^for the gdod of the publjck, have 

* obliged our principal chiefs, to call us.to- 

* ^ether^- to thi^ genpi^al CorhfaUa^. in order 
5 to. deliberate ^i> .fiich fleceffary meafures, 
f a^ may e^iflu^y pontribijte^; to the efta- 
^ l?JiQ:)p|95t:,Q5'a: comoion moiohi and to 
*„cau^,thp .i?>oft, rjgid laws to be put in 
*>f||^^<ion, .4gaii>ft> f4<;h/ as ihall -'dare to 
^ diflmijb it . by; their prJMats.piques*, orl unf 

* rujy difpo^tiops.. ; • . 

^ The^moft propa- and offe^ual. pactans, 

* to fijcceed, in^ this, ovir defif eable end^ are 

* by us ferioufly thought to be* .thede^og 
^ of pi^e pepoponfiical, political and) gehensd 

* chief, of - enlightened faculties^ tgsiqom- 

* mand over this kingdom v^ith full power, 

* except, whep thpre fljall be occafion^ .to 
^ confult upon mattery concerning the ftate, 

* which he cannot treat of, . without the con- 

* currence of the people, or their refpedtive 

* reprefentatives. 

' By the general voice is eleftcd for that 

* truft, Pafcal Paoli ; a. man> whofe virtues 

* and abilities, render him every way worthy 

* thereof. 
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* After fo general ah elediofti by the chiefs 
^ o£ the touncil of war, the deputies of the 

* provinces^ and the refpedivc reprefentatives 
^ icrf the parifhes affembledi this gentleman 

* was invitedi by a ktter^ to come i and a 

* large comhiittee of thfe principal members 
^ bf the afTemblyi was fent to hi^ houfe, to 

* defire him to accept of the charge^ and to 

* repair hither to he acknowledged ' as our 
' chief; and to take the folemn oath^ to ex^ 
' ercife the office^ with which he is invefted> 

* with the utmbft zcal^ aifcdliorl and difin-^ 

* tereftednefs ; and to receive the oath of fi-^ 
^ deli^ and obedience from the commons; 

* Befidcs, having given many reafons a^ 

* gainft this, he has fhewn much reluftance 

* to take upon him ^o great a charge ; But 

* having been informed of our refolutions 
/f and determinations^ in cafe of any obftacle 

* or refufal^ he was obliged to acquiefce, be- 

* ing neceffitated fo to do; He was cbn^ 

* dueled hither laft night, and hath plighted 

* and rceeived the oaths abovementioncd. 

* He is to take the government upon him* 
*ielf, afMed by two counfellors of ftate, 

* and one of the moft reputable perfons from 
-• etch province, who fhall be changed every 
'month- 
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* The third day of Auguft fhall be fixed 

* on, fpr a general circuit, in order to jhi- 

* nifh the authours of many crime?, parti- 
^ cularly murders, committed lately in difFe* 

* rent parts. This circuit, to be direfted 

* by the aforefaid General, with the depu- 

* ties. The number of armed men, as he 

* fhall think fitting* 

• Wfe hope, that thefe our refblutions and 

* deliberations, will be to the general fatis- 

* fad;ion, as it concerns the common good : 

* and we charge all the chiefs and commif- 

* faries over the parifhes, to co-operate, as 

* far as lies in their power,^ to promote the 

* publick tranquillity/ • 

Dated jat St. Antonio of the White Houfe, 
this 15th of July, 1755. 

Though Paoli had long meditated on the 
importance of the charge he was, to enter 
upon, its near approach ftruck him with 
awe ; for his ideas were enlarged, his re- 
folves were magnanimous, and the office 
appeared more momentous to him, dian it 
could appear to one of more confined views, 
and more nKwierate plans. 

His hefitation and diffidence, when called 
to the fupreme command, was not ai!e£tcd. 
2 
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He balanced the confequdnces, and he could 
not but be ferioufly moved. For he could 
not divine with certain ty^ the albonifhing 
influence which his government was to have, 
on the happinefs of his country. But the 
reprefentations made to him, were fo ear- 
neft, and, in fome meafure, fo peremptory, 
that he thought himfelf bound in duty to 
accept of the arduous tafk. 

When he enquired into the fituation of 
the affairs of Corfica, he found the utmoit 
diforder and confiifion. There was no fub- 
ordination, . no diicipline> no money, hardly 
iany arms and ammunition ; and, what was 
worfe than all, little union among the peo- 
ple; He immediately began to remedy thefe 
defeats. His perfuaiion and example, had 
wonderfiil force; all ranks exerted them- 
fidves, in providing what was neceffary for 
carrying on the war with fpirit ; whereby, 
in- a ihort time, the Genoefe were driven to 
the remoteft corners of the ifland. 

Having thus expelled the foe, from the 
boibm of his country, he had leifupe to at?- 
ten4 to the dvil part of the adminiftratioil, 
in which he difcovered abilities and con-* 
ftancy^ hardly to be pardleled. He fsedi-* 
fied innumerable abufes, which had infinu-* 
I 2 
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^ted themfelvea, during th^ late times of 
trouble and , confufipn. He, ia a manner, 
new-ropd^lled . the government, upon the 
ibuadeft principles of democratical rule, 
whi?lx w^§ always his favourite idea. 
. The Cor^c^ns having been long denied 
legal jufUce, had affuraed the right of pri- 
vate reyeage, ^nd ufed to aflaflinate each q- 
ther upon the m.qfl: -trivial, occafions. He 
6mn4 Jt extremely, difficult to bre^ them 
of this pradice, by which it was computed, 
that the ftate loft 800 fubjedts every year. 
The.difeafe was become fo violent, that it 
ieemed almoft incurable. However, by fea- 
fonable admonition, by rcprcfenting to them 
the; ruin of this.pradiicc to, the caufe of li- 
})erly, at a time .whew they had. occafiott for 
all the affiftange .they. could l?nd tp each o- 
ther, joined to a ilridt exercife of crimiiigl 
juftice; he gradually l;>rought them to be 
convinced, that the power of difpenfing pu- 
niibment belonged to the puWick ;. and that, 
f^ilhQift a proper fubniiflion, ,and aregujar 
fyH^fn of adminiftratjon^ they never could 
pktstkfi he^d agaii>A .an eperoy, or, indeed, he 
properly /peaking,, a ftajte.. So effedual were 
s tb& j^fitafi^res he lOok, that a law was pafled. 
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making afTaflination capital^ let it be com- 
mitted on any pretence wiiatever.. 

The CofficanS are naturally humane ; but, ' 
like the Italians, and moft fouthern nations,, 
are extremely violent in their tempers. This ' 
is certainly the efFedt of a warm climate, ; 
which forms the human frame to an exqui- 
fite degree of fenfibility^ Whatever ad- 
vantages this fen Ability may produdft, by 
cherifhing the finer feelings and more ex^ 
alted aiFedions ; it is at thd fariie time pr*^ 
duftivq of fome difadvantages, being equally 
the occafion of impatience, fudden pafliori, 
and a fpirit of revenge, tending to the* dif^ 
order of fociety. 

Paoli, by his mafterly knowledge of hu-. 
man nature, guided the Corficans to glory, 
and rendered the impetuofity of their difpo- 
fitions, and their paflion for revenge^ fub- 
fcrvient to the noble objefts of liberty^ and 
of vindicating their country. His wife in- 
ftitutions had fb good an efFedt, that not- 
withftanding their frequent lofles in adtion, 
it was found, that in a few years, the num- 
ber^ tof inhabitants was increafed 16000. 

When a proper fyftem of government wa^ 
formed; and fome of the moft glaring abafe$ 
reftificd, Paoli proceeded to improve ini 

1 3 
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civilisce the manners of the Corficans. This 
was a very delieate tafk. They had been 
brought up in anarchy, and their conftant 
virtue had hetn refiftance, It therefore, re- 
quired the niceft condi^dt, to make them dif- 
cera the difference between falutary reftraint 
and tyrannick oppreffion. He was no mo- 
narch, bom to rule, and who received a na^ 
tion as a patrimonial inheritance^ It was, 
therefore, in vain to think of afting with 
force, like the Czar Peter towards the Ruf-^' 
fiam. It was not, indeed, confiftent with 
his views of forming a free nation ; but, had. 
he been inclined to it, he could not have exe^ 
cuted fuch a plan. He was entirely depen- 
dant upon the people, elected by them, and 
anfwerable to them for his conduft. It was 
no cafy matter to reftrain thofe of whom he 
heM his power. But this, Paoli accpmpliflied; 
He gradually prepared the Coffidans for 
the reception of laws, by cultivating their 
minds, and leading them, of their own ac- 
cord, to defire the eftablifhment of feveral 
regulationsi of which he (hewed them the 
benefit. He founded an univerfity at Cdf te s 
and was at great pains to have proper 
fchools, for the inftruftion of children, in 
every village of the kingdom. 
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The Itft ftep he took was, to induce the 
Corficans to apply themfelves to agriculture, 
cpmmerce, and other civil occupations. War 
had entirely ruined induilry in the ifland. It 
had given the Corficans a contempt for the/ 
arts of peace ; fa that they thought nothing 
worthy of their attention, but arms and mi- 
litary achievnients. The great and valorous 
actions, vvrhich many of them had perform- 
ed, gave them a certain pride; which dif- 
dained all meaner and more inglorious occu- 
pation. Heroes could not fubmit to fink 
down into plain peafants. Their virtue v^as 
not £b perfed:, as that of the ancient Ro- 
nuns, who could return from the triumphs 
of viiStory, to follow their ploughs. 

From thefe caufes, the country was in 
dinger of being entirely uncultivated, -an4 
the people of becoming, a lawlefs and un- 
governable rabble of banditti. 

• Paoli therefore, fet hin^felf ferioufly to 
^lard againft this ; and by degrees, brought 
the Corficans to look upon labour with leis 
averfion, fo as a.t leaft to provide themfelvcs 
fufficiendy iu, food and eloathing, and to 
Qarry on a little commerce. 

His adminiftration, in every reipedl was 

I 4 
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Aichi thati from bdng rciit into 'f»ftio«i^ 
tht nation became ^m aod unitpd ; aiid'ha4 
pot France ag^n in*irpofed> dieCorfic^' 
heroes would long e*«r now hayc -totally 
driven Ae Genoese from the ifknd. 

Feeling its^ own importance, the Gorfic^h 
nation i^iblxred to give the Genoefe no quar* 
tcr at ifea^ which they Jiad hitherto done, 
out of indulgence lb *he individuals of the 
fepublick ^^ lamenting their unhappy fitua* ' 
tion, which bhUged^'thtm tq live under a 
tyraqnicdi gov^rninerit. : But finding that 
the Genoefe continually attacked, and made 
booty of the Gorfican^efiel«, it was thought 
highly equitaWd to ^retaliate r preferving at* 
the fame time, all due^ rcfpedt fer -the othec 
rharitime powers. Tfe this eiFedt, a manir. 
fefto was ifluedin iy6o [a).> . ^ 

Thefe firm and ra^pid advanced of the; Eor-* 
lican nation, filled the Genoeie with ferioua. 
concern; and in- jyGi, they publifhed a 
manifefto, in very mild and infiriuating. 
tcrms^, to try if they could allure the Cofi- 
'ficans to a pacifick fubmifiion {^). > '. 

Immediately upon thi», a general .council 
was aifdmbled at Vefepvato in Gafinca, whei# 

(aj x^ppqndix. N'^ I. (^J Appendix. No II, 
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fiirib(mg«fb tts&hinom'wstt token; mv&t 
10 iiiake; ju)f agreenent widtr the nqpubliekf 
jbotion €oisdition of isaving Cprfica &curcd 
ia its liberluss tuid indepe^^ l / r 

A mentfoial waff. aUb publiihed bjr th* 
Corficaiis> . to the fownngns^^ o£ £istope^ ^), 
f alliag^ upon them^ by. the right& taf i komar^ 
nitfr toishterpofirandigirve peace 4x) si natiofi 
which had done {o cteuch for freedom^ '*-'•■ 

In the& various wi ^ U ii ngs^ thti^c is ti i^x|iit 
of floquence, a ftelxn^, ^nd a iridfeluisofi; 
livhicl^ xioes hbrtour to tbe>charadter of tfai$ 
people. '->.*': " - J y - I. ' 

But the politiclds of yeriailks did nc* fei- 
your the Corfican cauie; France has: beeA 
alternately the icdurge andtheihield cf: Oe^ 
|ioa« Paoli had ireli' nigh compleatfy fi^ 
pifhed his great fchane of freeing ercry part 
of the ifland from^ theX^enoefe, when a trea<- 
ty was concluded between France and the 
republick^ by which the former engaged td 
feml fix battalions of troops to garriibathe 
fortified towns in Corfica, &)r the {pace of 
four years* -: , 

When Ais treaty was firft known in Eu- 
rc^, every noble heart was afSided; for 

(a) Appendix. N<^ ffl. (i) Appendix. N* IV. 
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every body beHeved^ rfwt France was agjtnr 
detefmiaed to carry fire and Xwx>rd iitfo Cor-: 
fica^ and falaft the hopes of the brare ifland^ 
ers» Mr. RjoofTeau wrote c^ k^ with his 
v^hal energy, to his .friend. and min^ M^.de 
Leyre, at Parma ; one of the suidioucs of thd 
Encyclopoliev a man who unites wi^h {ci-* 
ence and genius the mofi^amiahle heart and 
moft generous ibiil^ ^ II fiiut avouer que 
^ yo$ Francois, Ibntcunipcupk Henrfervile^ 

* bie» vendu a k tyrannie, bicn cruel, et 

* bien aeban^ far U$ n&alheij^eux. Slls ia^, 

* Yoient un honune libre a Tautre bout du 
^ rnonde, je crois quails iroient pour le jfeul 
^ plaifirde Textcr miner. It muft be owned 

* diat your countrymen, the French, are a 

* very ferrile nation, whdly fold to tyranny, 

* exceedingly cruel and rdendefs in perfe- 
^ cuting the unhappy. . If. they knew of a 

* freeman at the other dnd of the world, I 

* believe they woidd go thither for the 
^ mere pleafure of extkpating him.* * 

But it turned dut to be aprudait ami.po^ 
Htick fcheme on the part of Frsmce. She 

original and forcible. I am indebted for the above, to a friend 
who does not choofe to have his name mentioned as a tran- 
flator. ' . 
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owed die Genodfe fome millioiis of livres* 
Her finances were not fuch as mad? it very 
convemcnt for her to pay. But the Fwnch 
Minifters are never at a lofs to condude an 
advantageous treaty for th^ monarchy 
They told the Genocfe, * We cannot yet 

* let you have your money. Rjt we will 

* fend you fix battalions of auxiliaries to 

* Cwfica, and let that be a fiflking fimd for 

* the difcharge of our debt.* TheGenoefe, 
who recalled with barbarous faftisfadion 
what France had formerly done agatoft the 
Corficans, never doubted, th« if Proich 
foldiers were again in the iflaad, continual 
fkirmiflies would enfue: France wtMild be 
provoked, and a bloody war would be the 
confeqiience, by which the Corficons would 
again be reduced to a ftate of flaveiy. They 
were therefore extremely pleafed widi the 
fbheme. 

The French, however, took care to en-5 
l^ge to a<a only in the defenfive, and to fix 
the treaty for four years, that they might be 
fure of having time to fink their debt. They 
fent the troops as ftipulated, in the end of 
the year 1764 \ and the Count d? Marboeuf 
was appointed commander in chief. 
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. M. . <fo .Mftrb^ft*^ ' w<vs a^. o^cer p£ expfr-. 
fienco and tenaper j ?n4» n<?r.4pul>J» ihad his 
inftraaJOBW toc<x»adua:.,hinifelf mi^ly t<?-: 
wards; the .Gofficasis. AU. jv§ 4¥ty was, to 
take caa tfeat ^hi^gs fllo^^d jiot become 
worfp.for C«IWa$ but, tha^ (h? ihquld iHU 
feKuH'theg^^rrifoB town§,o£Baftia, San Fi- 
occami Caki, ; AlgaglioU ;aR4; 4jacciq. r 

Xbc C<>i^l4afts <^ndw<Sted themfelyes, ,v^- 
on this QfiV9ik>o, m^ tJ^ogreatefl: propriety- 
A g«*ml ;Pou)a?U -was hfild^ and deternwa7 
tioiis^(««!)|ijbUftxcd.} frofla which it appears, 
th«tti¥2y.ilw>''^.np <yftruft of thjs French> 
vrbOi tkfiy jfr«ft0d,., wwi4;not begia hpftili- 
' tiis agaJBftdiwaOv But, forg??ftteri?curity, 
it«ras;prowdl!d» that * pqancil fif vyiar Apuld 
be appointed by the govewiOipi?*, to.be.eyer 
vigilant.a^uaift ^)r ipfra<aions of what, ,thcy 
f^ppofed FJSP<?e W t^^ijly, , promifed .^o 
them, and was bound by the law of mfiqqs 
to c^fervcj rlh^l; the Ff€«*;lj troops ih(^n\d 
not be aJlpwed to hav« fltceft to the terrier 
tocies of the hation j that thepeneral ihpul4 
poft fuffidfint guards upon, the jfrpptigc^j 
and if any French officer dcfired a paffport, 
tie might grant itj but (ho\iid be oblige^ 

(a) Appendix! N" V. 
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to givfe an acCPunt, iri the neKt^genoral c4m- 
fultd, of whit p^potts he had granted ; -of 
his fnotiv^s for granting them ; and of every 
treaty he fhould have with the French* 
That, as it was^. reported, * ibme new pro- 
pofaU of peace, with the fepublick would bfc 
offered, they (hguld reje<fl all fuch, if they 
did not firft grant to the nation, the prelim 
miftaries refolved upon in the general coun-^ 
cil of Cafinca. That the GeneraJ fbould 
piake a fefpedful remoriftrance in then^rae 
of the nation, to his moft ChrifHan Majefty, 
with regard to the lofs it muit foftain hy the 
arrival of his troops ; by which, the Gertoefif 
would be relieved' of the grefrt expences they 
had been obliged to lay out upon the Cor- 
fican war, and the patriots be preyented 
from following their fuccefsful ent?rprifes,. 
and totally expelling their enemies frofla the 
ifland. .That this remonftxance might be 
niore'effedual, his^ excelkricy fliould, at th^ 
fame time, apply to the powers favourable 
to Corfica, that theiy might employ their 
mediation with the French king, in orM^r^ 
to preferve to the nation its rights, prero- 
gatives, liberty and independency. And 
they further, ordered, that as every body 
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had^ witbtmt controul, cut timber in the 
woods erf Corfica, they {hould be prohibit- 
ed fo to do, without the permiifion of the 
government* 

Thcfe determinations were wife and mo-* 
derate* Without giving umbrage to the 
French, they fecured the patriots from fud-* 
den attacks, or infidious wilesl The article 
relating to the cutting of timber, was eflen-* 
tiaily requifite to prevent the French from 
carrying it away to M arfeilles and Toulon j 
which they, probably, would have done^ 
had it not been for this edi<fl, which pre-> 
ferved to the Corficans a noble fupply of 
wood to be ready, eidier for their own fer- 
vice, or for the fervice of any maritime 
power, with whom they might make an 
alliance. 

The warlike operations of Corfica were 
now fufpended* But Paoli improved the 
feafon of tranquillity to the bcft purpofe, in 
preparing for future fchemes of vidory, and 
in giving perfection and ftability to the civil 
conftitution of his country; effectuating 
what ages had not been able to produce, 
and exhibiting an illuftrious inflance of what 
was faid of Epaminondas ^ ^ Unum homi- 
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* ncm pluris fuifle quam dvitatcm {a\ 

* That one man has been of more confe* 
^ quence than a whole nation/ 

(a) Com. Ncp. Vit. Epam. in fin* 
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CHAPTER III. 

^he Prefent State of Corsica^ with refpeSi 
to the Government, Religion, Arms, Com- 
merce. Learning, Genius and CbaraSier 
of its Inhabitants* 

AFT£R f linning over the revolutions of 
an illand, which has experienced fo 
many viciffitudes, it will be agreeable ta 
confider the refult of thefe vigorous exer-j 
tions in the caiife of liberty* I (hall, there- 
fore, with much pleafure, prefent my rda-^ 
ders with the ftate of Corfica as it now is. 

The government of Corfica is, as follow^/ 
Every paefe or village, elefts, by majority 
of votes, a Podefta and other two magiftratesy 
who hav6 the refpedtable name of * Padri 
del Commune ; Fathers of the Community/ 
Thefe magiftrates are chofen annually^ They 
may be continued in office for fevcral yearsy 
at the will of the community ; but there 
muft be a new election every year. 

The Podefta, by himfelf, may determine 
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caufes to the value of ten livres ; and united 
.with the Padri del Commune, may finally 
determine caufes to the vdue of thirty livres. 
The Podefta is the reprefentative of the go- 
vernment;, and to him areaddrciTed a}l the 
orders of the fuprenae council. ,The Padri 
del Commune fuperiatend the oeconomy and 
police of the village, call. the pcopl^ together, 
and confult with them on every thing that 
concerns • their intereft. In fo^pe jvijlages, 
the inhabitants join ^ with the podeflafiand 
Padri del Commune, twelve honeft men* in 
. whom they can confide, and to whom they 
delegate their power of fettling the affairs 
of the publick. Thefe are called counfellors, 
and fit as aflfeiTors with the three m?igiftrates 
of the village. The names of thefe ms^if- 
trates, as foon as eleded, mufl be tranfmittcd 
to the magiftrates of the province, who have 
it in their power to oppofe the choice, and 
order a new.eledlion j but this never happei)S 
when the people have been unanimous . 
Sometimes tjiey choofe two Podeflas and one 
Padre del Commune, and fometimes rnore 
and fometimes fe>yer counfellofs. Thefe 
irregularities are permitted, to hiuipaour 
> the caprices of different villages in* an 
ipfant ftate, and are pf no confequenccj 

K 
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for tne fatne decree of power remains 

to each office, whether it be held by 

"a lefleror a grdater fiumber ; as in theftate^ 

of Hdlland, tliofe whd fend two or three 

reprelfeiltatives, liave but an equal voice with 

*thofe who fehd only one. In feme of the 

^inqriB confidcrible towns, the PodefB is not 

•fiibjeft to the provincial magiftrates, hut b 

conlidered as having equal authority with 

•them. 

Once a year, all the inhabitants of each 
'village aiTemble themfelves and choofc a 
Prdcuratoui", to reprefent theni in the gene- 
ral confulta or parliament of the nation, 
'which is held annually in the month of 
May, at the city of Corte. This procura- 
tour IS eleded by the majority of the voices. 
He muft have a mandate, attcfted by a notary 
publick, which, on his arrival at Corte, he 
prefents to fhe great chancellor of the king- 
dom, by whom it is rcgiftered. Each pro- 
curatour has, from his community, a livre a 
day, to bear his charges from the time of 
his fetting out till his return home. This 
allowance is too fmall, and muft foon be 
increafed. 

Sometimes the procuratours of all the vil- 
' lagcs, contained in the /ame pie ve, choofc 
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irom amon^ themfi?lves one who goes as re-* 
prefentatiye o^t' the pieve, which faves fome 
expence to tlie villages. But tKis is an abqfe/ 
and when matters of any confeq[uence are' 
cJeliberating, it renders the number of thofe- 
V^ho are to confult greatly too fmalL A 
little expence fhould be defpifed, ini com* 
parifon of having a voice iii making tjie 
laws, and fettling the mofi ferious affairs o£ 
the country J and tlie greater the numbef 
of voices^ the more does the aflembly ap- 
proach to the idea of a Roman comitiat 

The general confulta is, indeed, a great 
ai>d ijumcrous aflembly ; for^ befides the 
ordinary procuratours, it is ufual to call in 
feveral of thofe who have forrnerly been 
piembers of the fupreme council, and feve- 
ral of thofe who have loft their fatTxcrs oi* 
pear relations in the feryice pf their country, 
that the blood of heroes may be diftin-^ 
g^ilhed by publick honours* 

The magiftrates of each province alfo fend 
a prpcuratour to the general confulta ; and 
wl^en all the procuratours are aflembled lat 
Corte, in prefence of the Oenerki and the 
fupreme council of ftate, it is recommend* 
cd to the procuratours of each province, to 
choofe two of their number, who, together 
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with the procuratour of their magiftrates^ 
may proceed to the eleftion of the Prefident 
and oratour of the general confulta. The 
procuratouTS of each province accordingly 
choofe two of their number by votes viva 
voce, if they are unanimous ; and if not 
unanimpus, by ballot. 

Thefe. two, with the procuratour of the' 
maglftrates of each province, come before 
the fupreme council, to whom every one of 
them gives in a fealed note, containing the 
name of the perfon who, he thinks, fhould 
be prefident,: thefe notes are confidered by 
the fupreme council, and the three who 
have, moft notes infcribed with their names, 
are put to a.ballot j and he who carries two 
thirds of the votes in his favour, is made 
prefident. - 

In the fchedule or note, a procuratour 
may infert the name of his relation, or of 
one who has been ftrongly recommended to 
him 5 but by ballot, he ca " ' jive his 
vote for the perfon whoni :^s moft 

defervingi fo that it often 1 hat the 

perfon among the three, wl ^ feweft 

notes for him, will be mai nt by a 

great' majority. This a]:xpears to me ano^ 
ther abule ; for a procuratour, by inferting 
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in the fchcdule the name of one of whom 
he docs not approve, runs a rifque of hav- 
ing the man whom he thinks moft deferving, 
. thrown out altogether. Befides, he ought 
not to be moved by confidcrations of con- 
nexion or of recommendation. The mem- 
bers of the fupreme xrouncil have alfo their 
votes in this ballot for the prefident. The' 
oratour is chofen exaftly in the fame manner. 

The prefident governs during Xh6 fitting 
of the general confulta. The oratour reads 
the different papers fubjefted to deliberation. 
Propofitions from the government are ad- 
drefTed to the prefident. Thofe from the 
people are addreffed to the oratour. If a 
propofition from the government is approved 
,pf by a majority of voices, it is immediately 
pafled into a law. But a propofition from 
the people, though approved of, may be 
fufperided by the government, without af- 
figning their reafons ; which, however, they 
are ftridlly obliged to do at the next general 
. confulta. 

This fufpending ppwer was greatly agi- 

. tated in the Corfican parliamei^t ; and the 

people oppofed it fo much, that it was 

thought it would not take place. But Paoli, 

- ever ready to* dnlighten his countrymen, 

K3 
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ihewed them, that in- the -prelent ftate of 
affairs, the govierrifiient may have -many de* 
iigns, not matute enough for being coteirid- 
nicated to the piiblrck, but of effential ad- 
vantage to the nation ; fo th^t it is highfy 
propter they fhould have the |)rivilege of de- 
laying for a while, any probdfidSn which 
might interfere wiih thefe defigns. '^Befides, 
the fupreme council, as tlie grand ^pfocura- 
tours of the nation, and poflefled of their 
^reateft confidence; ought to be fpccidify 
' heard ; and if they think a prbpdfition -im- 
portant and critical, hiay M^ell be allowed 
to put it off, till it ihall be flilljr tbiifidered 
by all the fubjedls of the ftate,- And this 
can be attended with no bad c6rifcquences ; 
iince the people may^ at an ifter period, 
pafs their propolkion into a laW. 

The procuratours of t^ch pfovfnce next 
aflemble t|iemfelves, in prefenpe of the pre- 
lident of the general cortfdlta, or a prefident 
deputed by him ; and each province apjpoints 
its reprefentative in the fupreme council, 
for the enfuing yea;r ; aftd diie of thefe is 
ele<5led into the office of Great Chancellor^ 
The fupreme council, for the time being, 
may remonftrate agairift this eledion ^ and 
the elcdtion of each province muft be coa^ 
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firoied by a. majority of the pther provinces ; 
hccaufc thefc oounfeUors^ with, the General 
pf the kingdom, are to fprnj the executive 
povv^er of the whole nation ; tl^e general 
C9nfulta or legiflative power devolving upoa 
fhepi that high commiflion. 
. The General holds hia office for life. He 
is perpetual prefident of the fupreme council 
of nine. He votes in all queftions ; and in 
cafe of an equality, he has a cafting vote, 
H'e is abfolute commander of the troops or 
militia of theiiland. P|is qfSce mucl^ re- 
fooibles that of the ftadtholder of HoUan^d. 
'J'he procuratours of each province alf9 
choofe the provincial magiilrates for the en- 
duing yean This magiftracy is regularly 
opmppfed of a prefident, two confultors, an 
^^ditour and a chancellor : but the number 
is varied in different provipges, ^n th? fame 
manner as the magiftracy ^n different viU 
kges. The auditour and chancellor hav? 
fitiall falaries ; aqd the magiftracy have theij 
table icept at the public^ expence, with a 
guard of fqldiers in pay. The provincial 
magiftrates c^n try criminals, and pronounce 
fentence agamft them ; but a fentence fof 
capital puniflitoent cannot be put in execu-r 
tioo^ till it i$ approved by the fupreme 
K 4 
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council. In civil caufcs, they cart determine 
finally ta the extent h£ fifty Kvres ; in can-* 
fes exceeding that fum, parties may appeal 
to the Rota Civile, which is a tribunal con-i 
fitting of three doftours of laws, choicn 
by the flipreme council, and continued at 
their pleafure. This tribunal judges accord-* 
ing to the civil and canon laws, and ac* 
cording to the partiptrlar laws of Corfica; 
t^hefe laffi were partly fi2)rmed in old timcsi 
and afterwards augmented and improved by 
the Genoefe,' who publifhed them under 
the title of, * Statuti Civili et Griminali del 
^ Ifola'di Corfica/ They are become very 
fcarge. I have a copy of* them, a thin folio; 
printed at Baftia, in 1694. It is a very good 
little code, and does credit to Genoa, * Fe-* 

♦ lix & fie omnia. Happy would it have 

* been hid fhc (hewn the fame equity in 
' all refpeds/ There are alfoa few modern 
laws. Although the judgment, both of 
the magiftrates of the villagefe, and of the 
provincial magiftrates, be final tb the extent 
of the values I have mentioned, yet if any 
peribn is manifeftly aggrieved, he may ob* 
tain redreis by applying to the fiipreme coon^ 
til, or to the court of fyndicato, anoliier 
excellent inftitution, which is conduced in 



the following manner. 
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A la the, general confult*,. feefides the dec- 
tbos of whvdU liwye.gpiyen. ao ^^ppounj, the 
procuratours. alfo qhoofe fome, perfo^ of 
hi^ credit.and rcfpe^tf as fy^idicatpri. Th^fc 
make a tour throughv the dif^rcnt provinceSji 
M our judges in Britain go the circuits, 
-They hear coinplgintsragaioft the/diflferent 
nu^ftrates ; rand if any. of thtm have.tranf- 
greflcd their duty^ they . are pfop^rly <?en- 
fufcd. Thefe fymdic^tors ar? e^^fcdingly 
beneficial. The QeneMl.binjfplfvis fpf thf 
moft. part one of jtbppi. They ^favp pQor 
people. the trouble. and e^cpence of ginng to 
Gortetp lay theirigritvance? befpre thp fu« 
premo council, ' .They . cpcanaine , into ev^ry 
thing concerning the provinces, reconcile 
the people tO: the wholefpme feyerity of law, 
cucourage. induftry ai^d every gooi^ under'* 
takifig, and 4iff^ ^ ipirit of order and ci** 
vilization in all corners of the ifjand, 

Suchisthe:gp\5ernaientof Corfica; which 
f xhibit^ a corapfeait and vvell ordored demo* 
cracy. From the Ppdefti and Padri del 
Commune, up to the fupreme, council, there 
is a gradual progreffion of power, flowing 
from the people, which they can refumc# 
and difpofe of at their pleafure, at the end 
pf every year I ((> that no nwgiftratc or fcr^ 
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riht of the' publick, 4Df whatever degifee> 
will v^fltufd, forfojfWt^itlme,^ ioenoroacfa 
upon hk' ddtiMtiicnu I' knowing that I19 
teuil ^oon giy€ ^a accoupt of his zdamdt 
ftration $ and if he ihould augment the au^ 
diority of his qfiice^ hd is only wreaJdbiag 
i yoke fdr his own ndck/^ ho is iditykfiil^ 
ately to feturn to the fitiiation of an oixli'^ 
nary fiatjeft.^ Nay, if a'magiifaxite.is not 
totally loft to eveiy manly feeling, he will 
tiot even allow himfelf to reft in fupioc ne^- 
gligchce ; bvft will tx&ft his powers for the 
good of the OD«0try> that he inay Fectim-f 
xAend himfdf to his fellow oitizens, and b^ 
honoured With fiLtthof cnarks of their con* 
!idence. j 

' In Ac generafl c6nfuka held in %ht year 
1764, icvecal wife regulations were made 
with regard to- the govttnment, of which I 
ihall give the fubftance. 

No propofitions made to the general con- 
fulta, ^fliall acquire the for<5e (>f laws, if 4ihey 
be not approved by twa thirds of the voices. 

' Propofitions approved by one half of the 
voices, may be,prop6fed in the fame feflion» 
a fccond or third time : thofe which are ni^ 
approved by one half of the voices, cannot 
be propofed ^gaiii, in the fame feflion ^ 
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but maybe broogiit in» with eoitfifntof the 
.^ovcriancnt, in fdrfic :ftitiiirc (offi^nl 

The fuprcmc couhefl 6f ftate (b^ CQafift 

^ nine coiinftiUoi^^ £x ef this Me, aiid 

^refe df tbc other fide ^ the mountatnc^ 

orie for ^ch .province,. Threfe of th«m;(bail 

-r^ydeatCorte, duriog the firftfour mohd>^; 

three during the fecond, and three during 

the ihird : that is to fty, during eich fpace, 

dicrefhall be two of this fide, and one of 

the other fide of the mountains; and the 

three in refidende ihall have the authority 

of all. the nine; But it ihall be lawful for 

the General^ to call the whole nine to the 

refideiice, whenever he {hall think it necef- 

fary on atcbunt of any important affair. 

* None of the three refiding counfeUors of 

ftate ihall be abient from the refidence, for 

any caufe w;hatever> without having firft 

obtained leave iii writing, from theOenetal; 

and this leave ihlall not be granted for ^ 

longer tinie than eight ^ddys, and but upon 

the weightieft motives. In cafe of the Ge* 

rterars abfence from the rifidence, at ^tHc 

fahie tidfie that oAe of the three iroanfello^s 

is alfo abfent, ail judicial proceedings ihall 

be fufpended. 

No man fhall be ekdiod ^ doux]^cUor of 



Digitized by 



Google 



156 AN ACCOUNT 

Hate, who* is not above thirty five years of 
age^ and who has not held with approbation, 
the office of prefident in a provincial magi- 
ftracy, or the office of Podefta in fome prin- 
cipal town. Notwithftanding which, how- 
ever, "^any perfon of Angular merit, who has 
fufhuned with approbation, other refpec- 
tablc charges, in the fervice of his country, 
though he hath not borne the offices abave- 
nwnti<)i>€d, may be cle^fted a counfellor, pro- 
vided he- be of the age prefcribed by law. 

! No^ naan fhall be appointed to the office 
of prefident of a provincial magiflracy, who 
is undeu thirty years of age, and who has 
»ot twice held the ofiEoe of confultpr in the 
faid magiftracy, or fome other refpe^able 
.employment, in the fervice of his country ; 
and who -has not the proper knowledge nc- . 
ceflary for that office^ 

The office of Podefta, in the towns, not. 
.fubjcd to the provincial magiftracy, fhall 
be conferred by the fame regulations. 

The charge of General qf the kingdom, 
being vac^ed by :dpatbj by.refigngtiqn, or 
.by any other means, the whole of the 
fupreme, authority fhall then remain in. the- 
adtual counfellors of ftate, .the cldeft of 
A^hom fhall prefide at the council, by which 
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in the fpace of a tnonth after the vacancy, 
intimation mud be made for a Cdnfulta to 
be held, for eleifling a new general. 

The counfellors of ftate, the prefidents of 
magiftracies, and other officers aftd judges; 
(hall remain in their refpe(ftive charges, and 
have the full exercife of their authority, 
till they are relieved by their law^ful fuc- 
ceflburs. 

The counfellors of ftate, the prefidents of 
provincial magiftracies, and the Podeftis of 
the larger towns fliall hot be re-ele<fted to 
the fame charge. Without having been two 
years out of offiice, and without producing 
credentials from the fupreme fyndicitors, 
attefting their good and laudable cdnduft in 
the etnploynient which they have exercifed. 

Paoli has fucceeded wonderfully in fetding 
the claims of the feudal figriors. Thefe 
fignors made feveral applications to the 
government, praying for the reftitution of 
their ancient rights. This was a very de- 
licate queftion. To allow to thefe fignors 
the ample privileges which they enjoyed' of 
old, would have been to eftablifh indepen- 
dent principalities in Corfica, and muft 
have tended to fubvcrt the enlarged and 
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free cpnilitetictfi, which P?loli had formjsd* 

forth? jierp^i^ciit felicity of the ftate. 

The fignors had uot ^^ega feremoft in the 
|;^Qripj*S' war. They had oauch to lofe; 
ajad. he^t^tt^d at taking arms againft the re- 
publick of Genoa, left they fliould forfeit 
theif domaijji?. . 

^ T'hp pefifants, c¥i the contrary, had 
plunged at once into danger, Thefe had 
f^pthing -to. Jpfe but their lives ^ and a life of 
•fl^vory is apt rto be prized. If they (hould 
be fuGcefsfui, they were fired with the hopes 
pf ^double deliverance, from the diftant 
Jyr^nny of the republick, and from the 
ipiore intimate oppreffion of their feudal 
Jords. This was beconjie fo grievous, that 
a very fenfible Corfican rowiled to me, that 
jTuppofi^g the republick had abandoned its 
pretqnfions over Gorfica, fo that the peafants 
ihould not have been obliged to rife againft 
•the Genoefe, they wopld have i;ifen againft 
the figopr.s. 

The peafants therefore, would not now 
fonfent, tp return under the arbitrary pov^er, 
from which they had freed thcnafelves, in 
confequence of their bravery. To propofe 
fuch a meafure to them, would have jbceti 
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toongfi to excite a revcdt, to Isrcak the na^ 
tion anew into parties; and pMre tfaeir ene- 
tnies an opportunity^ <^ s^ia fomenting 
xiifcord) and'hatred^ and aflaflinadons ; tiU 
tiie Corficfat}S%otdd tfoemfeives do^ wiiat 
€(11 4he ftratagem acvd force of Oenoa iiad 
4ittfempted in vain.^ 

On the other hand, the fignors were not 
to be^ofifended^ fo as tfo make them become 
malecontents^ and difturb the operations of 
■the government. The motto oFthe fagacious 
Hollanders, * Frangimur fi coUidimur, We 
-ihall go to pieces, if we dafh againil each 
other/ ihould be impreflfed on the minds of 
•the different orders ^f men, in every nation:; 
vbut is doubly important in an infant iblte« 

Paoli indulged the fignors £> far, 'that 
they themselves fhould not be peribnally 
amenable before the mi^iftrates of the pro- 
vinces in which their;rcfpediye jurifdidions 
lit. That they (hould have the power of 
-determining caufes between the peafants 
upon their fiefs,; without, being. tfefponfible 
for their fentences, to the provincial magi- 
ftrates;^ but that they fhould be iubjed to 
the review of the fuprcme council, and of 
the court of the fyndicato. 

In this manner, the fignors have the flat* 
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tcring diftinftion of a certain degree of 
nutbority^ while, in reality, they are fdift 
charging the unit^ duties of £ithersx>f the 
community, Podeftas, and provincial niar 
giftrates. And as they are, like them, ful> 
je<St to the cognizancex)f higher judicatories^ 
they cannot abufe their powers.; but white 
they enjoy a preeminence over the other 
nobles, they juft afford the ftate, at no exr 
pence, an additional number, <^ judges to 
promote civili^cation among a rude and uft- 
polifhed people. 

Thus have the hereditary feudal jur<(dip- 
tions been moderate in Goriica> by a forr 
tunate concurrence of accident a,nd \yifdona ; 
partly by the tumults of a fpiritpd war,' 
partly, by the prudent difpofitions.of an able 
legillatour.. And a fyftem tranfplantqd fr^^ 
the north, by robuft Barbarians, into moft 
countries of Europe ; where having taken 
deep root, and fpread wide its branches,, the 
utmoft violence has been required to ex- 
tirpate it, has, by a ftorm falutary to 
the ifland, and by fkilful management, been 
brought under command, and even render- 
ed ufeful in Corfica. 

When the government fhall have arriv^ 
at greater maturity, and. time fhill have 



Digitized by 



Google 



^r CORSICA. i6t 

nWted thti ^iOAt of ml^, <3ie %iiofs will 
be idd(po6$i to n^gn a d^i&dioii &t«€ii(ie4 
with fiio^e. troubk than ddVM 

in tbilk nuidner is the Co^fic^n ^vern-* 
tnefit ctrried on^ and^ nd ikml^v they will b* 
ftbl^ to i^eitdcar it ftill n9o» petfea: ; tboagh 
tts it now is> I look ttpon it M the beft mo^ 
del that Itartk ever €:»i^ in: tt»t idesuoomi^ 
ealfofn>» - 

timi J bttt/Wifh r€Vft^*Hoe t0«fefe m^Wcfify^of 
knmoltd Lycurgu^^ Spaita was dejlciei^ in 
gMtteiier& and kim^nilj^^ Th^t total iiiver-* 
iott of Um hf&mm ^eak>M^ i^t ettinaic^ 
of every finer feeMi^g, wae a fituation fo for- 
ced, and fo veid of |>}eaflire^ that it is iiOt 
to he envied. We muft i»de*d admiise ^e 
iftoniffiiing inflaenc^ of t!heir Legiflato^f . &ov 
>»<ne may* be tf lowed to fbtek that all he oh- 
lAined fcy - it, was onrly the prcfervati^ <rf ^ 
ftate^ and prefervatkniK i« noting, withottff 
happinefe. Sir James Steiiart h of opinion, 
tliat, • had the Laeedemonians adhefed to 
the principles' of their government, awdi^- 
Ot erf* their eonflitationji they itiight httwp«- 
haps fnbfifted to this very day (^)/ I b^li^va 

(aj Jaqwiy into- tkc Principles of PQHtkal Oeconorny, 
book II» chap. 14*. ' " 

L- 
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it, might Bavc beq^ £o. But, notM LycirfH 
gus have changed his Spar-tans into 4i»ea of 
ftone, they wrouid haveilaited Ml kmgcar:. ^ 

-In the coaftitution of Corfica, while pro- 
per meafares are .taken for the continuatkm 
^ ih€;ftate,. individuals have the fall «nj<^«» 
Hi^t^f all the contorts ©f lifey They arc 
ij^e»^.,ajS weil.as) citi;2cns j a«d:«^cnT once 
i^j.j^tL^l have, entirely freed themfelyes 
^njjtktepQenqeift I cannqt imagine a.co»n- 
^y xaprc hi^PfYf Animated ,witi\ this prodQ? 
f^, Paoli fways ^^ h^rts of his ,country- 
^eoi Their love for him is fueh, that 4" 
t^uojighthe power of the general is properly 
^ited, the power of Paoli knows* njo bounds* 
Jt is high treafon fomuch as tp %fiak a-> 
gainfl;* or calumniate him j a fpccies^of def-^ 
potifm. founded, contrary to the prijaqiples- 
of Montefquieu, on the aiFe<Stiop of lovp. I 
ihaJl iinifli my account of the goyernmentpf 
^is iflapd, with a very remarkable apccdpte, , 

A Corfican who had been fortncrly in Uw\ 
fervjce of the French king,, arid h^ obt^- 
ed the crpfs of St. IyOUis« upon his return t{\ 
hits native country, had entered, into fomc 
pRuftices which were contrary to the Ubertx 
ojfit. He wasalfo fufpeaedtohave.a de-^ 
.figni againil the generid's life. Upon thia 
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he was fent to prifon, from whence, how^ 
ever, after fome time, he was, it the inter- 
ceffion of the French general theii in the 
ifland, fet at liberty. Not long after> 'he 
was a fecond time caught in other fecret arid 
treafonable pra<ftices, and was again {erit to 
priibn. His life was again afkcd, together 
with his freedom, by the French comniafl* 
dcr ; who being refiifed this requeft; fiefJrfed 
to know of Paoli what he inteh(i&rft6^ d6 
vnih the prifoner ? * Sir,* faidPaoK, *I will 
•,tcll you, when I ihall have fteffefted the 

• liberty of my country, arid fhall hive fixed* 

• itnipon that-eflablifliment which F think 
•:moftHfcdy'to maintain it; IwiH thbncal! 
•together Aeftates of thb ifland; arid will 
•'produce the man. I will (hew him that 
•liberty,' tftkt form of government, that 
•^happinefs tvhich he wanted *td deflroy. 

• After which, "I ^11 banifh him from* the 
•'ifland, for ever/ Such is the manner of 
thinking of this illuftridus chief. 

- The rd^ion of Corfica is the Romah Ca- 
tholic faith, in which thefe iflanders are very 
zealous. Perhaps they have a degree of fu- 
pcrftition ; which is the beft ektfeme. No 
nation can proiper without piety ; for when' 
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that fails, pU^lwk - fpkit apd every anbir 
ibfitiment will dep^. Thcdoftrinc of Iqok-' 
ing up tp au all-raling ProvidetiGe, and thar 
of a future Aatt of rtwar4s and ponifhnjcnts,. 
itndored the Roman people virtuous, zsd. 
gre^t . In proportion as^ thefe do^incs. wcw^ 
\Y^aikf|ned, by the. fsilfe philolbphy of E|tt-; 
cmrus, the minds of the l^omans were ibiv 
poverilhed, and their manly patriotifin >vaa. 
fucceedcd by cf&tninato iitl££bnefs> ^wdnichr 
<}uickly brought tkepx to'cbtttempt and ruiB*/ 
Although ^Qpdy attached ta their rcKgion,' 
a£ tht revelation fcnt from Goiisy th^ Cdci-' 
ikans preftrvi in ecclefiaftiial matterSji tkie' 
fttSf ^irit of lyddnefs and freedom, for 
vfhi^h they are diftingiuflMd la civil HBfj^.* 
They arq fwwn eae®iies to tha temper^* 
pavr^r 0^ th^ cbtirclv Iwi^dtte Utc ^dt- 
lent di^rei^cefe b^^w^en thfj aijtionai g0tYC»- 
rgent an^ thb biihppPr h^s p^ettiy well di- 
njgl;iiiihed theif pr^nC^c^ with JCcfpaC^ to tibe 
perfons of tfee ckrgy. .....* 

. Thfi Corfican biflsit^is,. t«ha are five .in 
nupaber, and f\ji&agaft^ i>£, the arc;hbiihQ|k of 
Pifa, were v^?^r^y ^tt^Jiod: fe^. Cfenqa j fi» 
on Genoa they depended lit« pfomotiontr 
Tfh?y thpnght 6l tft preach ug ib^ oaoik ibtf - 
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viiB do3rrn^6 bf fubftiiilitm] 2tr\A Aigmattzed 
the patriots as rebels. The government de?*. 
fired that they might refide injthb terfitoriesr 
of the nation, and prt>mijfed thfem a guard, 
to proted theip from any i«fult. But the? 
bifhops knew well, that ift the territories of 
the nation,; they doitld not pjetch the doc-^ 
trines of tyranny^ and therefore refufcd td 
yefide there* Uf)on which, the governinent 
j)rohit>itcd the |witf iots frOiiV haying any in-, 
tercourfe with . th^; biihdpe ; . tvitjb which 
&ey moft r^iMily e^niplied. , . ' 

: The Pope^ fo&y t«t fee^ the Cdrficans Tike 
ibe«p without a ihi?phei*d> fefolved to fend 
them aijL 9fo{\olk^k Vifitei"* to officiate iii 
place of the bifijQfs^ 

The Genoefei CQnfidering this as in form 
jnejifure ttfkipg l^rt With the. malfeponteirts> 
gate in d loi^g, f tnu^nftcancc to the Pope^ 
fetting forth; * That; they Iwre fenfibfe of 
^ the re(3:itude of the intentions ©f his holi- 
,^ nefs, ^nd \*^erd ever feady.fd (hew their 
^^ ttnaherable devotion towards the holy fee : 
/ but they begged leave la fay,' that no prOr 
.^ vifion he fbould moke a^ainjft the fpiritual 
/ evils of Corfiea, c^idd be effectual, whh* 
^ out the conci|rrence of thd republick/ . 
. The Coriiean^, happy; to receive fuclj 
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countenance from the churchy laughed at^isr 
laboured and artful riemonftraiice. * Ecca 

* la ftatua di Nabuccoj, il capct d 'Ojr<3f c piedi^ 

* di creta. Si comincia dal cc»npliniento» ts* 

* fi tcmotina nella minaccia. Behold the fta- 

* tuc of jNTebuchadne^ar! the head of gold, 

* and the feet of clay. It begins with a com- 
* . pjimen t, and ends with a threatening.* 

Th« ,^ouft «fi Naples^ thought proper to 
interj^i hi behalf df Genoa. Cardinal 
Qrfini^ the Neapolitan minifter at the court 
of Rome^ gave in alio romonftrance^i and 
a^^plodding heavy Genoefe Canon» publifh^ 
a. very long Difcorfo Thedogico-CanoQicor! 
BpUtico, fuU of quotations from innumer**; 
able authorities, and no dpubt affiired hiiji^ 
felf^ that his perf^rmimoewas vmanfi/^erahle^t 
But the Pppe adhered to his refolution> aftd 
fent Monfignoce Gefare Crefceftzio de An^ 
gclip> biihop of §egni, m apqAolick Vifitep' 
over all Corfica. 

tThc,.Gorfican$ a«:oept€d of his nufficte^ 
with the greateft cordiality and jpy. Signor 
Barbaggi, who is married ta the niece of 
Faoli> welcomed him to the isfland, in a po^ 
lite oration.. He was not only: 4o p^rfcnn 
^ fAipd:ions of the bifhops, but was to be 
general of all the Religious in Corfica, apr 
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OF CORSICA, 167:^ 

pointhig imder him-a provindal vicar. He 
vras a maa of ib..nmch ^isty, good fenie« . 
and ^gaging coadud:, that the people coa- 
ccivcd an univcrfal. love and^ regard for him^ 

The Genoese no: longer contkiiied their 
Ligurian deceit^ but ^rew off the maik. 
The}r publiihed a manifefto, prohibiting ^1 
their fabjedts in Corfica, under the hMvi^ 
penalties; to comply^ with the ordafe t£ the 
apo^olick Viiiter, and^ofibrifig fix tK<Acf^di 
Romancrown^to anjrpecfeawhafliciUdbrih^ 
him prifisner to m^ of their f6ctFcS[w}^ ' ^ - 
: This aodacions ediflt rfie Pope veiy p^i^ 
ly anntiUed/ with grieat folemnity. Some 
agies agOy he would ha«^e peiibrmcid a mor©^ 
dreactful de»mony* Thsg government of 
Codies again, pubtickly proclaimed their 
^{^Giiwty at the icaifdalous temerity of^ 
therepublick of Genoa, ^ who/ feid they^i 

* have knt forth an edidt, by which tfieyf 

* have not only offended agsunft the refpeft 
^ due to the holy {ecihvst have prefumed to 

^'rteddle in the affairs of this kin^lom;' 
f which no longer acknowloiges dicm:« &>ki 

* vereign. Therefore we t declare the &i^ 
' edia, to be deftradHve of religion, and <rf^ 
^^e apdftolick authority! t»fiettfiVe |0 th^ 
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^ majcity of tlks vkrar of CJbift; fediiieBu^ 
' and contrary to the fecuiity and^ twtnquil** 
^Yitf of cuar iUte, aijd tending tjcj corrupt; 
^ our iai;(^ and gO(id caftomg^ And we have 
^ condciriinjed *it to be pablickly torn, and 
^ burnt^ by tkekondsof therconunoahang* 
^ fih^ ; and thi$ to pr<«r«rit fuch «nwori- 
*^ thy mcftioriajs ff oitt G^n<*a, i» time cwn^^ 
^ing/ . \ 

'rhi« featepcd w^ put in -e^ocikion^ by 
tl^at <bf dtum, below the gaUD^s^ in tb^ cit^ 
of Cor fe^, np6t% the fpot whcwsc fitood the hottfij 
of thq wretch who aila,flinatiqjd i3kffi;>ri, 
* It was a moft politic^ Aep in the Coril-^ 
craiw. Tii^ recoJor^en^Qd them&lye^ to tho; 
Fop«; they appeafedifirnj, and ^thorit^tive; 
a^Bdd thgy put contjenapt upon their enemies, 

Hdving thits- got rid loi their tyrannical 
l?i^aps, die. Ctwlicans very wifely began ta 
confidcr, that, as.th^fe digaified churchmen^ 
rfcfnibci to rslidc tmd perforna the duties of 
tfceir offices, theiri Vb^zb no occafion fcrt lend- 
ipg ib^mi coMderable fums, t® enabk them" 
t^'il^ in 4(il]^iiois aad luxnrjr^ wdien the 
ifaioiley' might" be' »uch' better employed, 
-Tiiiythece^e^thtoght it highly feafQaabk, 
#m t^c^ Wflbc^ titles fhtDfuld go to the puh^ 
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lick diainbttr of tte ftdte ; atMi ^?cordingly 
»« WHS fo decreed. 

A prodigious eutcry was raifed agaioft 
this. . But the Corfic&fnt dt£cfiAtd their coti^ 
dud with great ibrce and fptritu 

* H^nno uftjrpftte k KJkcimei <pd occapati 
fi-boni dei v^fcQvi, They hftve ufurped 
^ the tithes, and feized «pw the; goods of 

* the hiihops/ feid the Genoefe. 

, Re|4icd tbe Coffici»«i ^ Uf»rpate ^ ,mal 
/ delto. Noi confcff^remQ 1^ veril^ j^nza cor* 
f da> pcrdbe.qui ambalat fimpliciter ambii- 
^ ht coofidienter, 11 goveriio ha prefp una 
f porzignq deljq decinape, e dei b?ni de' vef* 
^ wvi; td ecco peircyi, Pri«ie^» perch^ ne 

* hfl arttta mepefntes e.c^fto ^ ub diritta 

* fupcriore ad ogni ai3itro% Ncllo ftato in cui 
^ isamo per noi near vi ^ mez^o. O Hbcrtaj 

* o fcluarritu.Ia piiiorribiic.. Per non cadcr6 

* jidla ibhiavitUy i ©cceflaria la guerra : |^r 
/ ibfteaere ia guerra^ h ncceiJaria la truppa; 
^ ma per pagarla, uon baftando Ic tafie dei &* 
f colari^ fu ilabiliDo in. uiia confuka, di pren^ 
^ jihfc \m fiiffidk) d^^ CQzlc&i&iQi ; £\xlV e« 
f' feBoqwao di S*. Eietro, e di ty tti i prindpi. 
^ Nfa i^principi^ 6.dk;e» tion ^iimeatano upa 
^ truppa. ribfilk. Una. truppa cha dafends k 
' liber ta, la vita, I'onore, e la patria, dalla 
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^ pill iniqua di tuttt le oppreffioni^ ^ jpiy, f^« 
^ crav veherabile^ e pki^ di qtiella di una Crg^ 
' ciat$i Secondo^ perche appunto per^dif- 
'cacci^ei'G^enovcft da queflp regno, Bc^ 
'. ned^tto XI. concdTe a Giaccmio r^ di Arra-^ 

* gomt,- per tre anni, k decime, Ora, fe il 
':CiLf() ^ Id fteffo^ il bifogno maggiore, piijt 
^-.prefTaoti k circonftajize, perch^ noh fari 
*:tepito^d*jUQ quel chfi fu conccduto allora? 
*r:'^Of^f^pe]i;he niuno ^piu obligatodei no* 
'ftri :ve£poyi» di eontribuire aUe fpefe di 

* qijiefta guefra, da cui, cfii foli finora hanno 
^xkavatQ profitto ; ottenendo una facra mi-t 

* U^t K^t non avfcbber otteiiuta> in miUc 
*anm di pace. Come? I fccoUri hanno 
<^ vcriato un fiumc di fanguc, per pr^urar 
^ bro un fi bel^ capitale, ed effi £i faranno 
^ fentire per participarm quakhe frutto $ 

* tanto piu dovendo impiegarii, p^ conC^^ 

* yareralla nazionc lo fleflb v*ntaggio, ^eprp^ 

* citrargUegae dei maggiori ? Qijarto, per^hi^ i 
' i^ilri vefpoviy in vfscq di farla 4a paflop € d^ 
f padri, fi portan da nQmici, Han difertato 
^ d^loloro diofrefi ; fi ion ritirati preffi>.a.ne-!' 

* mici J baano Icm-o impreftate gran* fofninei 

* pcrchi^o iacciano giierm ;. ccla fenna^gUno 
^ .fteffi opribilmcptc^ cdle armi fpiritu^* e4 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF C OR S J C A^ A tfj^i 
/oiw> ioftinati a mm vdlcrfi reftkuicr al fiidr 
gregge^ II lii^o go^ttrio, per pbligarii at 
rkomo, fi h fervito del ripiego, dix:ui fix^c 
Affalonne, per ridurre al dovere Gibab. Or 
fe effi fono di Gioab pm caparbii, c^ li 
compatira ? fchi del noftro govcmo ripren- 
dera la condott^ ? Si aggiuriga, che i fmttf 
di chi non rifiede, di chi tion fejfvte FAl- 
tare, c molto piu di chi lo tradifcej fito^ 
devoltiti a' poveri. Ora, chi- piu*^v<^a 
delk nojftra truppa, della noftra fiiian^i? 
^ Ufurped is ill faid. We will conftfs 
die truth, without dilguife ; ' fince he vrHa 
walketh limply, walketh furely; Thego- 
vemment hath taken a portion of the tithes, 
and of the goods of the bifliops. And the' 
reafons for it, are thefe, firft, beciiife we 
arc under a neceffity to do fo, which is a 
right ^ fuperiouf to every othetr . In the fi- 
tuation in which we are, there is no me- 
dium; pr liberty, or the moft horrible 
flav^ry. Not to fall into ilavery, it is ne- 
ceflary for us to make war. To fuftain 
the war it is neceffar^ for us to have troc^. 
^And when we foimd, that the taxes of the 
^ fbculars Were not fufficient ttx -pty the 
f troops, it was dec«cd in a Confulti, thsat 
f we fliould take a fubfidy from the eccle- 
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f 0aftickSt after the example of St. Peter, 
f and of all princes. But, fay the Genoefe, 
f Princeado not fupport a rebel army.' Aa 

* vmy which defends their liberty, their 
^ life^ their honour and their country, from 
f the moil unjuft of all oppreilions, is more 
5 facred, ^lore venerable, more pious thaa 
f that of a croifade. Secondly, becaufe Be- 
^ r>edi<a the XI. granted the tithes, for three 
J yeajrs, to J^mcs king of Arragon, on piir- 

* pofe thjiit he might drive the Genoefe from 
^ this kii^dom. And if the cafe is the fame, 
^ the neceflky .ftill greater, and the circum- 
« ftances more prefling, fhall not what was 

* lawful then, be granted now ? Thirdly^ 
.* becaufe nobody is under a greater obliga- 
> tion to contribute to the expence of thui 
/ war, th^i our bifhop^; as they alone have 
.< hitherto derived any profit from it ; hav^ 
.* ing obtained the facred mitre, which they 

* v^ould not liave obtained in a thoufand 
/ years of peace. How ? The feculars htv€^ 
,* ihed a river of blood, to procure them fi> 
*. noble a capital, of which they have enjoyed 
:* die fruits^ and are they not in duty bound, 

* to do evfry thing to preferve to the p2^ 
^ triots^ ^hat adjb^anto^ they have gained, 
/ and to s^i4 thomin getting njore? Fourth-" 
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*. ly, T)ecaufe oiir hifli6p5, inftcjkd: of beitig. 
*, grateful, inftcad of ading like paflouri 
^ and fath^^ have behared themfclires as* 

* enemies. They have deferted their dioco- 

* fea, and retired' into the territory of caxr 

* fqcs. They have lent large fums of moneys 

* to carry on the war : nay they have thenit- 

* fidres fhcwn a dreadful hoftility by theiri 

* fpifitHal ^rfn$> 4nd h^ve obftinately refufedi 
*.tQ return to tJwir flocka* To oblige thettii 
*' to return, our government hath tried the' 

* iJ»n« remedy which Abfafe«p employed^, 

* to bring Joab back to his duty. If they 
^ are 'more froward than Joab, who will feel 
^'fiir tbemi who will find hailt with the 
^ ci>ndu(^ of our govemment ? To. con^ 
«- qhide, the titkefi of dioie who do, not re- 
^ fid^, who (^ not ferve at the altar^ and; 
^ liiuch more o£ thofe who 1:^ tray it» fall 

* to the poor. Now what can he poorer 
' than our troops, than our finances ?' 

The tithes in. Corfica are, in general, 
about a twentieth part of every produ<5ion. * 
The government has at preCent a pretty 
good fiiare of them.; as it not only takes 
the revenues of the biihops, but alio tbofe 
of nominal benefices, where ther^e is no^ 
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careof Siuhf :and aU the pen&>hs whitli tK^ 
Po|ic ufed to graat to foreign ecxkfiafticks; 
oiiKiHthcrrich livings. When die aflStirsr 
(£ the ifland ihall be fettled^ no dbubt tfaer 
government wiH reftorc the bifhops rents/ 
Btit: application will be made to the Pope/ 
to. liavc lihe number of bifhops increafed, 
in otdtr that the epifcopal fundions may' 
1^-betief-admimftred> and diat the (pirit 
^f equality may be-mc^e pr^ftrved j fdr the' 
bifhcypsi^ when in poifefficMi of tlieif large? 
itevenuss^ wcttdd be like princes ^in the* 
ifiand. ...:.. - : -' 

J SevHjral ©f tlae inifabittotetrfieorfica* »have 
mfi^ a cpmpofitioii. with the churchy for 
^leir tithe$j !and tho def^^endants: of the' 
Caporali»< whp were of fiichtfehdoe to^Hugo^ 
ColQn^> in expelling the Saracenv'v^ by* 
fp^cial privilege^ exempted firom pdiying any> 
tith^4 This privilege is^ fupipofbd to liave^ 
bwqi jgaftjsd to thei»,'Yeiy J anciently ktp 
the Pope, in whpfe cjftufet it wa% .that th^ 
fbewed their zeaj^ The cj^gy 6f Corfica, 
19 ^cner?*!* 9Xe not. as. yet very^ l^jmmd:^^ as;* 
thp V^baro^s. policy of JSea^c^ ^ta iwppithei 
ijHand, in igixprancej and t]^ m»ny yisars oft 
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l^e 4ncb there^lbffiepridfas^ who hare had ad 
education upcni :&e cetotinipnty laidzr^vtty 
w^ioftru^ed, and t^yr areall vtitypioui^ 
aad^ of irreproachable mot als. i : ; 

There arc ia Corfiaa^ 65 viHSoviapts • of 
Mendicant Friars $ Viz* 34 of Obfervantsi 
and 14 of Refotniedj of the order of St^ 
Francis and 17 ,crf Cufmcbins. Eiycryono 
of theie conven^^. has only a woodibr xe-^ 
tired w^alks^ a garden mid a fiziall viaeyardi 
Thfiy ^depend altogether on th^ charity x)£ 
the people. Theie are two colleges of 
JcfidtSf. two conveoiis^of Dominica^Sy five of 
Servi|es>.and due of Miflionaries; all of 
whom have very- good pofTefiions. There 
af«ial(b fome lands belonging to other reli-* 
g^u&ordi^rs, particularly to die Carthufians^ 
of Piik^ the fevete iaiidity of whom^ muft 
feaofie them 'the veneration of every Bodyi 
9ai fftcikrvc their rights inviolated even in 
^fnt$ JOi£ the greateft diftraftipn. 

It would he exped:edjt that in this iiland>' 
the nioiiaft^ries for women fliould bear ibnwr 
prbp^rtion to the convents for men j yet, ih' 
fa^, there is not a fingle nunnery in alj- 
lp«yfic«v' -Ti> acvount for thi^, it rn«fl; h^ 
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confidered that the mosctfhck inftililtloi! 
has been fmquQat^ pcrvettcd to. fecx&laf 
purpofes ', fo that the nobility in cixthdiich 
coimtrjes^ who ari^ db^cois to aggrandm 
their families,- make fheir daughteri't(ik« 
the veil, folely that their jportion^ may be 
faved for the «ldeft* (on. The G€Boek\ 
who wanted lo keep, the Corficans iri con J 
tinual fubjedion, d^vlfed evdry motfeed td 
prevent any of the nobks in the iflamJfroHi 
becoming c&tiMetAhle. They therefor^ 
prohibited SK)nafteri€*Si in order to eitit them 
off from one niethod of growing richer- 
Friars th^ rather tneourzged, in or^rtA 
lefl!en population, and ' to kave upon fa- 
milies, a nwnber 6f dnmarricd women, 
than whieh nothing can be a greatfer bur-* 
den, as is jfadly experienced in protcftaAl 
countries. 

Convents {hovM be laid ttnder ftich re-* 
Ari<£tions, that what is intended as a fcltfMt 
j-eligious inftrtution, may not become fo 
common as to \o(e its effeft, and be reckoned 
a pfofi^ffion for the dtriJ or the indolent: 

Under proper reftri^ions, it muft befor.thii 
advantage of religion, to have a few venerable 
iandluaries, for the reception of thofe, w*h# 
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having ddnc* their duty to focietyi are fo 
much raifcd; above the world, that they 
would choofe entirely to devote the evening 
of life, to pious contetnplatiori and prayer j 
not to mention thofc> ivhofe paffions have 
harried them into offences, for which they 
fincerely refolve, by a courfe of abftradtion, 
of penitence and of voluntary aufterities {a)^' 
to make expiation to the eternal juftice of 
the Divinity. 

From Paoli's care and attention to the 
good of his country* it is probable the 
number of convents in Corfica will be re- 
duced. The prefent fathers indeed, are well 
entitled to a peaceable pofleflion, during 
their liyes ; but regulations may be made to 
prevent many noviciates, efpecially of very 
young perfons. 

The Corfican clergy, and particularly the . 
monks, have been warmly interefted for the 
patriots. Padre Leonardo, a Francifcan, and 
one of the profeflburs of the univerfity of 
Corte, hath publi/hed a little trad, a ' Dif- 
Corfo Sacro-Civile,' teaching that thofe who 
fall in battle for their country, are to be 
confidered as martyrs. This difcourfe hath 

(a) See that majellick teacher of 61 oral and religieus wi(? 
dom^ the Rambler, number 1 tOi 

•M 
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had great cflfcd. We know wHat force or 
mind that dodrine hath given to the Turks 
and to the Ruffians. Indeed, that patriotifm 
is a virtue v^hich merits heaven, was held 
by Cicero. * Omnibus qui patriam confer- 

* vavcrint, adjuverint, auxerint, certus eft 

* in coelo et definitus locus, ubi beati aevo 
^ fempiterno fruantur (a). For thofc who 

* have pr^ferved, affifted and aggrandized 

* their country, there is a certain and fixed 

* place in heaven, where they are bleft with 

* the enjoyment of eternal life/ 

The warlike force of Corfica principally 
confifts in a bold and refolute militia : every" 
Corfican has a mufket put into his hand, as 
foon as he is able to carry it ; and as there 
is a conftant emulation in fliooting, they 
become excellent markfmen, and will hit 
with a fingle bullet a very fmall mark at a 
great diftance. 

There is in every village a Capitanp 
d'arme; and in every pieve, a Commiflaria 
d'arme, who has the command over all the 
Capitani d'arme of his diftrift. Thefe 
officers are chofen by the General, with the 
approbation of the people. They are ever 
ready to receive his orders, and to call out 

{a) Cic. Somn. Scip. 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF CORSICA. 179 

fuch a number of men^ as be {ball at any 
time require for tbe publick fcrvice. 

There are in Corfica, but 500 foldiers 
who have pay; 300 for a guard to the 
General, and 200 to furnifh guards for the 
magiftrates of the feveral provinces, and to 
garrifon a few fmall forts at particular places 
in the ifland. 

A militia is indeed the true ftrength of a 
free nation. Rome bad no foldiers in pay till 
the 347 year after the building of the city ; 
and then they were introduced by the patri- 
cians, to ingratiate themfelves with the 
people, at a time when the fenate was em- 
barrafled with the great influence of the 
Tribunes {a). 

Paoli devifed a lingular and excellent, 

method of promoting bravery among his 

countrymen. He wrote a circular letter to 

the priefts of every parifli" in the ifland, 

defiring a lift to be made out of all thole 

who have fallen in battle for their country. 

The latter was in thefe terms. 

> 

(«) LiV. lib. iv. cap. 59. 

M2 
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PASQJJALE de' PAOLI 

Generate del Regno ^// Corsica. 

MOLTO REVERENDO SIGNOR RETTORE, 

* FEU rendere al publico nota, la virtu c la 

* picta di coloro, che hanno fparfo il fanguc 

* per difienderc i diritte e la liberta della pa-^ 

* tria, c per contradiftingucre il loro merito, 
/ c fame provare la benigna influenza allc 

* loro famiglic, abbiamo ilabilito farnc un 
/ cfatto e compito catalogo^ da darfi. die 

* ftampe, quale ficcome potra giovarc ancora 

* alia ftoria della nazione. Ella come ret- 

* tore dov^ndo piii d'ogni altro eflfere al fatto 

* delle cofe della fua parrocchia, fi prendei;a 

* volentieri Tincommodo di coadiuvarci in 

* quefto difegno, e fara contenta informan- 

* dofi dai pill vecchi aflfennati^del pacfp, feg- 

* narci i nomi e la famiglia di coloro che vi 
^ fono morti, o reftati iferiti in fervizio della 
' patria, dal 1729 a quefla parte, notando 

* coUa maggior precifione il luogo> il mcfe 

* cl anno &c. 
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P A S C A L P A O L I 

General of the Kingdom g/*CoRsiCA. 

VERY REVEREND RECTOUR, 

* TO make known to the publick, the bra- 

* very and piety of thofe, who have {bed 

* their blood in defending the rights and 

* the liberty of our country, and to diftin- 

* guifh their merit, and make their families 

* prove its benign influence, we have rc- 
^ folved to make an exadt and compleat ca- 

* talogac of thofe heroes, and have it print- 

* ed, fo that it may alfo be of ufe towards 

* compofing a hiftory of our nation. You, 

* Sir, as Re<5lour, being better acquainted 

* than any body elfe, with the affairs of 

* your own parifh, it is expected that yoii 

* will willingly take the trouble to aflift us 
' ia this defign ; and for that purpofe you 

* will inform yourfelf of the oldeft and mod 

* judicious in the village, and get them to 

* tell you the names and families of fuch as 

* have been killed or wounded in the fervicc 

* of their country, from 1729 to tbeprefent 

* time ; and you will mark with the greateft 

* precifion, the place, the month and the 

* year, &c/ 

M3 
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The priefts have been very regular in 
making returns in confequence of this letter. 
No inftitution was ever better contrived. 
It might be adopted by every nation, as it 
would give double courage to foldiers, who 
would have their fame preferved, and at the 
fame time leave to. their relations the 
valuable legacy of a claim to the kindnefs of 
the ftate. 

I have often wondered how the love of 
fame carries the common foldiers of our 
armies, into the midft of the great?ft dan^ 
gers; when all that they do is hardly 
known even to their relations, and never 
heard of in any publick manner. 

The Corlicans- are not yet much trained, 
as they have been acSing chiefly upon the 
defenfive, and carrying on a fort pf irregulaf 
war. But now that they are advancing faft 
to a total vidory over their enemies, a cer* 
tain degree of difcipline becomes neceflary. 

A Corfican is armed with a gun, a piftol 
and a ftiletto. He wears a fliort coat,, of a 
yery coarfe dark cloth, made in the ifland, 
with waiftgoat and breeches of the fetae, 
Qv of French or Italian cloth, efpecially 
fcaf let. He h^ a cartridge-box or pouch for 
his ammunition, fixed round his nuddle, by 

3 
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a belt. Into this ppuch his ftilettois ftuck; 
and on the left fide of his belt he hangs his 
piftol. His gun is flung acrofs his fhoulden 
He wears black leather fpatterdafhcs, and a 
fort of bonnet of black cloth, lined with 
red frieze, and ornamented on the front, 
with a piece of fome finer fluff neatly fewed 
about. This bonnet is peculiar to the Cor- 
ficans, and is a very ancient piece of drefs: 
it is doubled up on every fide, and when 
let down, is precifely the figure of a hel- 
met, like thofe we fee on Trajan's pillar. 
The Corfican drefs is very convenient for 
traverfing the woods and mountains ; and 
gives a man an aftive and warlike ap- 
pearance. 

• The foldiers have no uniform ; nor have 
the Corficans s^ny drums, trumpets, fifes, or 
any inftrumcnt of warlike mufick, except a 
large Triton fhell pierced in the end, with 
which they make a fqund loud enough to 
be heard at a great diftance. The fhell 
would more properly be ufed at fea. Virgil 
reprefents Triton. 



^xterrens freta. 



coerula concha 

JEiicii* lib. X. 1. 209, 
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Fioivniag iic fecms hh crooked fliell to round, 
« ^nd at the blaft the biUc^vvs dance around, 

Drtden. 

Colonel Montgomery has told me, that 
the (hell is ufed ii> America, particularly in 
Carolina. Its found is not (hrill, but rather 
flat like that of a lar^e horp. It has how- 
ever fome refemblancc to that of the Roman 
Lituus. Sir John Cuninghamc of Caprin- 
ton has (hewn me a Lituus in his poffeffion, 
of which mention is made in Blaeu's At- 
hs (a). It was dug up in an ancient field 
of battle at Coilsfield in Ayrfhire, and 
ferved the old barons of Caprinton to call 
together their followers. 

As the Corficans advance in improvement, 
they will certainly adopt the pradice qf 
having warlike inftruments of mufick, the 
eire^Ss of which have been very grfeat in 
ancient times, as we are aflured byPolybius, 
a judicious and grave hirtorian, a careful 
obferver of human nature, and a Wan not 
too much given to credulity. Even ii> 
modern armies we find cpnfiderablc efFedls 
produced by them. 

The Corficans make a good many gun^ 
^nd piftols^ moft of which are gf excellent 

^«j Bheu's Atlas, p. 7?. Prcvince.de Aire. 
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workmanfhip* They alfo m^ke great 
quantities of ponder ; but they have as yet 
no foundery for cannoq. Thefe they hgve 
jeithcr. taken from Jtheir enemies, or pur* 
chafed from abroad, or fiihed from th^ 
wrecks of veiTels loft in their feas. Neither 
do they yet make their own bullets ;, they 
bring them from the continent, or take 
them from the Genoefe, at whofe expenc^ 
jthey have contrived to carry on the w^f* A 
Corfican told me that they did not inCc ,1 
great many bullets, becaufe, faid h^, * U 
- Corfo non tira, fe non e fu:uro del fuo col- 
po, A Corfican does not fire, if he is not 
fure of his aim/ 

They are certainly defigned ^y nature to 
be ftrong at fea, having fo many ^ood har- 
bours, and fo much excellent timber ; but 
they are not yet fufficiently fkilled in the 
art of fhip-building ; nor have they money 
fuffigient to defray the expence of employ- 
ing proper artificers. They have however 
a number, of fmall fhips, and fome of a to- 
lerable fize ; and their naval affairs /are con- 
ducted with gre^t prudeijce sind fpirit, by 
Count Peres, who ^ay be ftiled High 
Admiral of Corfica. 

We have {ccn how rich Corfica naturally 
I 



Digitized by 



Google 



i86 AN ACCOUNT 
is in many priDcludlions ; fo that there is no 
queftion but this ifland might carry on a 
pretty extcniive commerce, in oil, wine, 
honey, bees-wax, fait, cheftnuts, filk, rofin, 
boxwood, oak, pine, porphyry, marble of 
various kinds, lead, iron, copper, filver and 
coral. At prefent, commerce is but begin- 
ning to flourifb among them. They find in 
their feas confiderabje quantities of coral, of 
all the three kinds, red, white and black. 
The Jews of Leghorn, who have eftablifh- 
cd there a coral manufadtory, have a fort of 
exclufive privilege, from the Corficans, to 
this trade ; and in return are very feryice- 
able to the nation, by advancing them 
money, and fupplying them with cannon. 

The Corficans may make plenty of ad^ 
mirable wines, for their grapes are excellent. 
They make in Capo Corfo two very good 
white wines ; one of them has a great re- 
femblance to Malaga. A deal of it is an-^ 
nually exported to Germany, and fold as 
fuch ; and fome of it is bought up at Leg- 
horn, and carried to England, where it 
paflTcs equally well for the produ(Siion of 
Spain. The other ©f thefe white wines is 
ibmething like Frontignac. 

At Furiani they make a white wine vary 
like Syracufe, not quite fo lufcioys, and 
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upon the whole, preferable to it, Furiani 
is famous in the Corfican annals, for a violent 
fiege, where 500 Genocfe were repulfed and 
defeated by 3 op Corficans, 

In fomc villages, they make a rich fweet 
wine much refembling Tokay. At Vefco- 
vato and at Campoloro, they make wine 
very like Burgundy ; and over the whole 
ifland there are wines of difiPerent forts. It 
is indeed wonderful, what a difference a 
)ittle variation of foil or cxpofure, even 
in the £ime vineyard, will make in the tafte 
of . wine. The juice of the Corfican grapes 
is fo generous, that although unikilfully 
manufactured, it will always pleafe by its 
natural flavour, 

I think there might be a wine made in 
Corfica of a good found moderate quality, 
fomething bet>veen Claret and Burgundy, 
which would bt very proper for this country. 
But the Corficans have been fo harraffed for 
a number of years, that they have had no 
leiAire to improve themfelves in any art or 
manuta<fture. I am however aflured, that 
the exportation of oil has amounted in one 
year to 2,500,000 French livres, and that 
of cheftnuts to 100,000 crowns of the fame 
pioney. 
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Wc may e;xpc(a tq fee the Corfidans dif- 
tif>guiih tbcnafelvcs as a cotomcrciad »ation. 
Trade l>as always flourifhcd: moft in repub- 
lican govcrnmeiits, a$ ia Tyre, Sydon and 
Carthage,, in ancient tipies; Venice, Ge- 
ne^, Lucga and the United Provinoes, in 
modern time«. This is fully iUuftratcd by 
the great John d? Witt, p^fioi^er of Hol^ 
lmd{a)f whofe reflexions were the refult of 
the founded; ien(e and a long experience* 

Nothing has caft a greater damp upoii 
the improyejDents of Cprfica, than the King 
i^f Great Britain's proclamation after the l^*c 
peace, forbidding his fubjedls to have any 
intercourfe with that nation. What may have 
been the reafons of ftate for fuch a proclama- 
tion, I cannot take upon me to fay. It does 
not become me to look behind the veil, and 
pry into the fecrcts of government. This 
much I may venture to affert, that a good 
correfpondence with Corfica would;be of no 
fpall advantage to the. coratmercial intcfeA 
of this country, were it only on account of 
Qur fiili trade and our woolen manufad;ures i 
not to mention the various other articles' of 
traffick which would turn out to our mutoai 
.prpiit*. ..... - - : - . 

{^ De Witt's Interell of HoHand, part III: clfap. 3 ; '^ ^ 
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1 know thai if it bad not bceit' for thii 
proclamation; die Corficans would, at tbfe 
clofc- of the^ hft war^ liave had feveral 6F 
our ftouteft privateers in their fervice, which 
^irould have efFeaually overawed the Geno- 
me, and giv^n the brave iOanders an authci^ 
rity at feaj which could not have failed to 
-make them very refpedtable. ' Attd ftircly it 
would be worthy of a peopl^'wbonfi thfe 
felicity of freedom has • rendered generou<^, 
to afford their countenance to 4 race of he^ 
roes, who have done fo much to fecure to 
themfelves the fame bleffings^ efpecially when 
our (hewing this generofity would greatly 
coincide with the commercial interella of 
thefe kingdoms. 

It hais been faid, that it was the Duke de 
Nivernois, who had intereft enough with 
our minifters, to obtain the proclamation iii 
favour of the Genoefe. Some politicians 
have exprcft their furpriie, that Great Bri-»- 
Cain fhould have favoured Gepoa» which is 
always attached to the Prench ; and when 
it is notorious^ that without its afiiilancCj 
die .French could not have fitted out that 
fleetat Toulon^ which enabled them to take 
: Minorca ; that the Genoefe continued biiild*- 
4ng ihips for them, during the who](e of tht 
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laft war, and (X)nilantly fupplied them with 
feamcn : whereas the Corficans, as lovers of 
liberty, mull naturally haVe a refpcd for 
the Britiih, as indeed is the cafe. 

We may hope that other views will prc^ 
vail in the councils of this nation. A So>- 
vereign poffeffcd of every virtue, who is 
animated with genuine fentinients of libera- 
ty, and whd feels the joy of nrtking his 
o^tt people happy, would naturally wifli 
to extend his beneficence. 

Agriculture is as yet in a very imperfedl 
ftate in Corfica* Their inftruments of btf^ 
bandry are ill made ; and they do not make 
the beft ufe of what they have. Their 
plowing is but fcratching the furfaae of the 
earth ; and they hardly know any thing of 
the advantages of manure, though they csn 
be at no lofs for j(ufficicnt quantities of it. 
This general obfervation is not incompatiblie 
with the large^ produce of feveral parts of 
the ifland, wherc a greater degree of fcrti?- 
lity, and fome more induilry and attention 
to culture than ufual are to be found. 

The fbpremc council appoints tWjQ or 
more perfons in each province, to fuperin - 
teiid the cultivation of the lands, and to take 
the fiioft cfFe^^ meafures for prqnioting 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF CORSICA. i9r 

it i and in particular, to encourage the 
planting of mulberry trees, as it is certain, 
that Corfica may be made to produce a 
great deal of filk. As gardening has been 
almoft totally negledted, there is a late or- 
dinance by which every man who poflcffes 
a garden, or other enclofure, is obliged to 
fow every year, peafe^ beans and all forts of 
garden-Auff, and not leis than a pound of 
each, under the penalty of four livres, to 
be exaded by the Podefta. 

ThQ fupreme council alfo appoints two 
confuls, to infpeft the kipd and the price of 
the various fprts of merchandife in the 
ifland ; and to watch oyer every thing that 
can tend towards the advancement; of com- 
merce, 

Ptovifions are not dear in Corfica. Their 
prices at a medium are as follows, 

A labouring ox, about 80 livres. 

A cow, from 20 to 30 livres, 

Ahorfeof the beft quality, from 100 to 
140- livres. 

A mare, from 70 to 80 livres. 

An afs, from 20 to 25 livres. 

A fheep, about 4 livres. 

Apartfidgs, 4 fous. 
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Thruflies and blackbirds, 2 fous tsfch-' 

Beef, 2 fous a pound. 

Mutton, 4 fous a pound. 

Thcbcftiiih, 2 fous-a^und. 

Ordinary iifh, i fou a pound. 

Wine, 4 fous a flafk of 6 lib. wt. 

The money of Corfica is of the fame va-» 
lue as that of Tufcany. 

Oilisfddin barrels vakied from 40 td 
50 livreSi A barrel contains 20 pintSr A 
pint contains 4 quarts* 

Wine is fold in barrels of 1 2 zuchas. The 
zucha contains^ 9 large Florence flaiks. 

Grain is fold by the bufhel. The bu&cl 
contains 12 bacini. The bacino weighs 
about 20 pounds. The fack or bufliel fells 
at 18 livres. 

The Corfican pound weight is alio the 
fame with that of Tufcany. 

The government is gradually taking care 
to e{labli(h an uniformity in weights and 
meafures. 

The wages of a tradefman, or of a day-- 
labourer, are a livre a day, and viduals and 
drink. 

. . If a tradefman is particularly ingenious in 
his profeflion, he has fomething more* 

Reapers have no wages in money ; but be- 
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nfido8 ;^ir visuals,. e$fih^ta a bacmo of the 
grain which he cuts down. 

The m,anufa<Stures of Corfica are as yet 

very rude. I have, obferved that their wool 

is exceedingly .coarfe, and generally black, 

and that of this they make but a thick heavy 

cloth. The pure black is the moft valuable : 

wrhen a little white wool is mixed with it, 

the clodi is not fo much efteemed, being of 

a ruflct grey, or brown dufky colour. They 

import all their fine cloth ; for befides that 

th^e is not a fufficient quantity of wool for 

rtfie fcrvice of the ifland, the Corficans have 

jk&t learned to make any thing elfe of it, but 

the coarfe cloth I have mentioned. 

In Sardinia they make coverings for beds 
. and carpets of various colours, befides many 
. diflFerent ftuiFs for clothes. When the Cor- 
-ficans have moreleifure, they will probably 
imitate their neighbours, in thofe arts. In- 
deed over the greateft part of Italy, none but 
the very peafants wear home-made cloth ; 
. and if in fome places they make cloth of a 
finer kjnd, it is made of foreign wool im- 
ported from different countries. 

A good deal of flax grows in Corfica ; and 
no doubt abundance of it mi^ht be raifed. 

N 
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' I €{xpe6ted to have foiind thici'e. If luJt^&c 
iine webs of Holland, Irckiid ahd^feiothnki,. 
*4t leaft |)lent3r of good, ftron^, hdofdiold 
lirincitl. But, in rcalitjr/ the Corficaws cure 

^ ciS^yttih backward, that tkey htf^ mafae 
any linnen at all, whkh ^ cteeafifen^ a ve«y 

* expenfive importation. : . , 

■ Aedrftcaitgentkraanobfervadtonirr^if 
< we had in our kingdom fvich an iMitixtidn 

u* as the Dublin Society, and a Doftor Samuel 

* Madden to give praemium^ to thafe who 
\* diflringuifb themfelves in manulaiamies, as 
^ ^ is done in the capital of Irclaird, we nvight 

* foon bring our linnen to fome perfe(9ron 

* as weir as other branches/ -^ 

- The Corficans have plenty of oil for their 
lamps, which is the light they generatly-^iife. 
' They alfo make wax candles, and a few tat- 
low ones ; for, as I have formeHy rerharfe- 
ed, their cattle do not yield much Vdt. • ^ '■ 
There i^ plenty of leather in the iflAnd. 
Many of the pealaiits juft harden Ihe Kid^s 
in the air, pardcularly the wiId-boar-ikih4, 
and have their fhoes made of ihem witTiout 
being tanned. This they are tmder no 
* 'temptation of doing, but that' of poverty 
* and lazinefs, for the art of tanning' is v^ry 
well underftood in Corfica, and thcaiateri,- 

3 
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^iik for it are in fwch abundance, that a great 
deal of btok is oarried over to Italy. The 
' Corficans i^ave a method of tanning with 
the leares of wild laurel, dried in the fun, 
and beaten into a powder^ This gives a fort 
of greenish colour to the leather. Certain- 
ly various expedients may be ufed, to ferve 
the purpofe of tanning. In the ifland of St. 
Kiida, they tan with the tormentil root (4). 

The Aate of learning in Corfica may well 
be imagined at a very low ebb, fince it w4s 
the determined purpofe of Genoa to keep 
the inhabitants of this iiland in the groiTefl 
ignorance ; and the confufions and diftrefles 
of war have left them noJeifure to attend 
to any kind of ftudy.. * Inter arma filent leges. 
* Laws are filent amidft the din of arms,' is 
an old obfervation ; and it may be juftly ap- 
plied to the mufes, whom war frightens a- 
way from every country. 

Paoli and the wifeft of the nation, with 
whom he confults, very foon cpnfidered, 
that to bring the people of Corfica to fuch a 
jftate as it might be hoped, their freedom 
Y^ould laft, and be carried down pure and 
generous to pofterity, it would be neceflfary 
to enlarge their minds with the participation 

(oi M*Ajolay's Hiftory of St, Kilda, p. 214. 

N z 
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of true fcience, arid^ to furnifh therti with 
found and rational principles, by Whidh the 
'conftitution might ht held together in firin- 
nefs. 

Therefore, after long deliberation, it was 
at laft refolved in the year J764, to eftablifh 
an univeffity in the city of Corte; lipoh 
"which occafioh a manifefto (^z) waspublifh- 
jdd, recalling to the people of Corfida, the 
'barbarous policy of Genoa, in keeping them 
in ignorance; and inforniirig them of the 
cftabllfliments, which the parental care of 
"the government had formed for their in- 
ftrudtion. 

" This nianifefto was no vain difplay of what 
could not be performed. Paoli had been at 
the greateft pains to collect the moft know- 
ing men in the ifland; and many learned 
Gorficaris cftablifhed in foreign ftates, were 
difinterefted and patriotick enough, to ac- 
cept of the fmall emoluments which Corte 
'could afford. They thought themfelvesamp- 
* ly rewarded, in having an opportunity to con- 
tribute to the happinefs of their native coun- 
\ try, by refcuing it from the Genoefe darknefs, 
which was wprfe than that of the Goths, 
and enlightening thofe heroes whofe untutor- 
ed patriotifm had ifhone with fiiCh luftre. 

(a) Appendix. N^ VI. 
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The profeflburs in the univcrfity of Cortc, 
ve moftly fathers of different religious or- 
ders. T%y ^^^ indefatigable in their la-' 
hours, an4 the youth of Corfica difcover the 
fame keennefs of fpiri^ in their ftudies, which 
charad:erifes them in arms. There are at 
Corte, fonie pretty good halls, where the 
grpfeffours give theif ledufes. But it can- 
not be cxpeded that they fhould as yet have 
any thing like the regular buildings of a col- 
lege. Thp ftudents are boarded in the town. 
; Under ihe head of lear/iing, I muft ob- 
{jprvt that there is a pyiriting-hou/e at Corte, 
^hd ?i bpokfeller's fl^op, both kept by a Luc- 
cefe, a man of fome capacity in his bufiuefs. 
Jle has vexy good types ; but he prints iio- 
thing iporp than the publick manifeftoes, 
calendars of feaft-dayj, and little pradtical 
devotionai pieces, as alfo the Corficai) Ga- 
zette, which is publifhed by authority, from 
time to time, juft as ne^ys are collected ; for 
,it contains nothing but the new& of the 
jifland. It admits ho foreign intelligence, 
nor private anecdotes ; fo that there wilj 
fon^etimes be an interval of three months, 
during which no news-papers are pubUflied. 
It will be long before the Corficans arrive 
at the refinement in conducing a news- 
■ N 3 
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paper, of which London affords an unpdral-v 

lefled perfedion ; for, I do belieVe, an Eng- 

lifh ncwsi-paper is t|ic mpft various and ex-' 

traordinary compofition that mankind ever 

produced. An Englifh ncw^-paper, while 

it informs the judicious of what is teally 

doing in Europe, if an kc$p pace with the 

wildeft fancy in feigned adventures, and a-** 

mufe the moft defultory tafte witl> effays on 

all fubjeiSs, and in every ftile, ' ' ^ 

There are in Coriica, feveral treatifes of 

political contrpvetfy,* laid in the title to be 

printed at Corte : but they are iii reality 

printed at I^ucpa, or at Leghorn. In fome 

of thefe treatifes^ of which I have a pfetty 

numerous coljeaibn, the authouts,' with 

piuch care ai^d thought, labour to prove to 

a dcmonftration, that the Corficans muft be 

free. Their writings are a good deal in the 

IHle of the profound trades for and againft 

the hereditary and indefeafible right of kingsi 

with which all the libraries ip this country 

were filled in the laft age. Authorities are 

heaped upon authorities, to eftablifh the 

plaiheft propofitions ; and as the poet fays^r 

they ;H 

qaotte the Stagyrite . ; 
To prove that fmoke ^^cendf and fiipw is white. > 

^i^LLBT. 
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. l^b^i^AtUT^iaiMl divine prerogatives of li-., 
1»r^j n^d i*Qt the aid of logick, which has > 
hem fotiUceeftfuUy. employed by the advo-* 
c«{« for, ila¥ery> ^ To darfaen . counfel by. 
Vwwds witbo^t fca<¥iykdge,* > 

.The ^egiusand c|iara&?r ^-the^habi-> 
<snts :9i Corfi^a defenve to l» ^ticui^ly> 
ec^li^dieredi hecaufe fopac authours ia an-, 
cUnt times^ laad^tbe emi^^es of .Genoa iu^ 
^nodern times^ haw xi^efented th^ ii^ tl)c» 
XRpft,^i)faMoiu^e lig]n« 
. In Mi^iratoritReruxnltalicarum Scriptore^ 
vel» 24. .we£nd 5 Petrus Cyrnaeus de Re-, 
bua Corficisi in four books/ This Petruf 
waft a prieft of the diocefe of Aleria,. in th^. 
fifteenth ceatiiry. His family name waa 
Filice $ but he chofe to take to himfel^ «the 
learned designation of Cyrnaeus, fron;i Cyt-. 
IM19 the Greek name of his native ifland. He 
was very poor, and fought a livelihood, ^ in 
different parts of Italy, a« a fort of pedarv 
gogw, and ibjottrned Ipn^ at Venice as a cor^ 
xaStoT) tof the pir efs. Atlaft having returned 
to 'hisi mother country, he^ very pioully cpai- 
pafed ils hiftoryjL which he brings down to. 
the year 1 5 1 $• i 

The only mahufcript of this little work k 
in the King of France's library; and Mu- 
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rStori pubiiflicd it in- 1^38, when, ^feyeHc, 
*^Coffi ferbcium ^tque agfdfeiii^ hcMoiiwtar 

* genus, et in feditionem facile pronuiia,^ fe-» 

* rcniflimaeGenufeJifium feiptrblteoe^JCcmVer- 

* fis in rebellioneiti ailiinis, aitatttl«d tenapcrfc 

* negotium non leve feceflunt. The Gotfi- 
^ cans a ruftick feVocious race of ihen, ^d* 

* very prone to fedition, having tlii-ned their 

* minds to rebellion, have now df a long fittife^ 

* given no fmall trouble to thfe tiioft fercn^ 
^ republick of Genoa/ And he add^, * Qui- 
•'lem Petrus Gymaeiis gentem ftlath cleibri- 
' bit, perpetuis cdntentionibus ac turbis fliife- 

* tuantem, talem prefens quoque aetas' alg- 

* ntjfcit ac fentit. Such as Petrus Gyrftaeu^ 
^ defcribes his nation flu<ftuating with ^r- 

* pctual contefts and tumults, fuch the pre- 
^ fent age fees and acknowledges them/ ^ 

Petrus ftands greatly up for the honour c£ 
the ifland. He infifls that a fon of Her<:uk$ 
reigned there. Strabo {a) tells Us that a 
fDn of Hercules fettled in Sardinia^ 'which 
I fuppofe has given occafioit to . the fame 
report concerning Gorlica. As Livy' fays, 

* Datur haec venia antiquitati 'ut prhjior- 
' dia urbium auguftiora faciat (i). Anti- 

(a) Strabo, lib. v. cap. 225, - 
(tj Liv. in Prooem, 
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^ ^uity is mdulged with: a privilege of reft-^ 
^ ^raog ihe^ji^gjiinings of ft^es moire au^ 

- Petrus is armoil: enthufiaftick p^triot» Ha 
liM i«) paticnoer wittt Strabo^ who nQtwlth-^ 
Ifcanding the favourable account givqn of 
Corfica byDiodorus Siculus^ hath chofen to 
coiivcy the worft idea both of the country 
smd of its^ inhaiutants. Petrus declares^, that 
one priiicipd reafon for his writing is, ^ quia 
^ Strabonis mendacia vulgata e£E& videoy be«* 
^ caiife I find Strabo's lies are gone abroad/ 
And exclaims with all the fury of a true ion 
hf Hercules ; ^ Quum totam infulam lace^ 
^ raverit, non expoftulcmus? non accufe- 

* mus? non graviter feramus f * f * Qjiod 

* fi ego tacerem, nonne parietes domus ubi 
^ natus fum, nonne civitas ubieducatus fum 
'^ exclamarent ? When he hath torn to 

* pieces the whole ifland, fhall we not ex- 

* poftttlate ? Shall we not accufe ? Shall 

* we not be provoked ? * * * But if I fhould 

* be filent, would not the walls of the houfe 

* wliere I was bom, would not the <:ity 
'* where I was educated cry out ?' 

It is indeed ilrai^ to find two fuch au- 
thours as Strabo and Diodoras, differing fo 
widely, and feemingly contradi<fting each 
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crfjor. Strabo %«, "^Hr i^0 ;RJ^ ut^iffa^/ 

uVfg <turm^ SfAooi /jLeroLu^eh^a^^ . Strabo.: lib^ .V> 
cap, 224, ^ Rut Cymu8 is by the Rornapf 

* called Corfica, It is ill inhabited, J?eing 
^ rugged, and in moft places difficult: of 

* accefs ; fo that thofe who dwell on jhc 

* jtjipunjtains, and live by robberies^ gre 
^wilder tkan ev^n wild beafts. Therefore 
*, when the Roan^ genemk malj e irruptipn« 

* into their country, and falling upon then: 

* ftrong-holds, carry, off numbers of thefe 
^ people, and bring them to Rome, it k 
'^ wonderful to fee wjiat wildnefs qtnd l;)j:u- 
^ tality the creatures difcoyer, For> tH<^ 

* either are impatient of life, andlayrviolen^ 
'^ hands on themfelves; or if they do. liy^ 
^ it is in fuch a ftatc of ftupefadtion and lur 
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* frnfibility, that thofe who purchafe them 

* for Saves have a' very bad bargain, though 

* iht^r piy very little money for them, and 
' fofely regret their happening to fall int0 

* their hands. SofarStrabo. ^ 
Dipdorus on the other hand fays, Ta H 

apS'^ocToS'cc Tec Ku^vix S>i<t(^€q€iv S'okjh tZv a./0\,m 
^bAW «$ Ta5 xoTa t^V filov X^^M^ (fuaixns rxorn^ 
T»5 IS'toTiifos TTogoLXoXfi^da-iiS ^ * * *^ roc J^e tt^o^ 

^eS^ov T85 aAA«$ iSagCalgoi * * * * gy »rg recis 
^AXp/5 TpLiS ev filoo Tioifol fjii^oi otxovofitcu^ Oowftac- 
^Zs T^tfJiZai TO S^iKouoT^yeiv. Diod. SicuL 
lib. V. cap. 224. * The Corfican flaves 

* feem to differ from all others, in their 

* utility for the ofiices of life, for which 

* they are fitted by a peculiar gift pf nature, 
i * * * * Thefe iflanders live amongft 
^ themiejves with a humanity and juftice 

* beyond all other barbarians. * * * * 

* Ii^ every part of the oeconomy of life, 
^ they fhew a remarkable regard to equi- 

^r. Burnaby thinks thefe very different 
accounts may be reconciled, by fuppofing 
the.authours to fpeak of the Corficans, un- 
jjer different points of view ; Strabo as of 
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efff^c^^ Dio4o;:us a^ o;^ frieods ; and tj^TK 
they will |iot ojily, \>^ fo^ipd r^qppilpabj^e, 
but will e:^^€Uy correij]|ppd with the c^^a- 
rader qf tjie CprjQcans at prefp nt. In war,^ 
they are furious as lio;is. peath is efteemed 
©pthing, nor is ai^y pqwcr Sufficient to make 
them yield agjainf]: their inclination; they 
become, irritated, and \yill not brook rjc- 
ftraint {a). Whprea^ [n peace, and in civil 
life, they are niil4 and juft to the gfeateft 
degree, and have all thpfe amiable qualities 
which Digdorus afcrilje^ to tjiem. Where 
tjieir fervipp is voluntary tpo, or they are 
attached to thpjr matters, by kind and gentle 
treatment, tljey have th^* other perfections 
whiph he allows them. 

My I^ord Hailes thinks that there is pro- 
perly no contrad^dlion between thefe il- 
luftrlous authours ; fince Strabo has not 
thrown any sibufe upon the Corficans in 
general. He has pnly talked in ftrong 
terms, of the barbarity of fuch of them, as 
inhabit the mountains and live by robberifes, 

(a) What Mr. Bumaby (ays of the Corficans puts* me in 
mind of a^ ad^Kiirable obieryation of Sir Tho;nas Blount : 
* You may ftroke the lion into tamei^efs ; bat you (hall fooner 
hew him into pieces, than beat him into a chain.* Sir Tho. 
Pope RlQunt!&JEfl^y5, cdi^.I^ond. 1697, P* ^i* 
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jiift ds if writing ^dnceji^hing SccHtlitml in 
former lawlefs tiinc^; Me had fkiS, the JHigh^ 
Iknders th^rfe are^ a veiy wild 'fet of men. 

My Lord'MMibbdao thiiiks, 4^re is-tia- 
thing more r6qmred to feeonciie'thefe dif- 
'fererit chara<Sers'of the Corfican-fkves, hiit 
'to filppofe that thofe which Dfpdorus ha^ 
^occafion to obferve. Were -v^ell treated, anH 
"thofe which Strabo had occafion to obfeWe, 
Vere ill treated. For, good or bad traat- 
'nient was fiifficient to make the Corflcaiis 
'apjpear either of the one charaSer, or of the 
'other; as i?t^e may fee in many barbarous 
nations at this diy. 

But I fhali fuppofc an univerfal ferociouf- 
nefs in the Corficans, and I think it may 
well be juftified, confidering the treatment 
which that brave people have met with from 
their oppreflburs. For, it is juftly faid by 
the philofopher of Malmfbury, * Propter 
' * malorum pravitatem, recurrendum etiam 

* bonis eft, fi fe tueri vohint, ad virtute$ 

* belli6as, virii et dolum, id eft ad ferinam 

* rapacitatem (a). By reafon of the wicked 
' oppreffion of the bad^ even a good people, 
' muft in felf'-defence, have rccourfe to the 

qualities of war, force and fraud, nay to a 
kind of favage rapacity. 

W Hobbes de Cive: BpifV/Dedic. 
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_^ yetrttS;Cyrnacus lays i^ down as a fixed 
^principle^ *,Ujii^rfi^ Corfi libcri fui«?, et 
propriis vivunt Icgibus. All Corficani ^ac 
iree, tnd Uvo by their own laws/ And he 
.gives this noble eulogium to his country^. 
^ Corfipa ifemper alumna paupertatis^ hofpes 

* virtutis, rnifericors erga omnes, quam afci- , 

* vit a jfevera difciplina quam ufiirpat * et 

* paupertatem tuetur et liberalitatem. Cor- 

* fica ever nurtured by poverty, to whom 

* virtue is a welcome gueft, compaffionate 

* to^U maintains that poverty and genero^ 

* fity which ihe hath learned from the hardy 

* difcipline to which ihe is inured/ 

A FRIEND. 

The fourth book of Petrus Cyrnaeus is 
entirely taken up with an account of his own 
wretched vagabond life, full of ftrangc, 
whimlical anecdotes. He begins it very 
gravely, * Quoniam ad hunc locum pervea- 

* turn eft, non alienum videtur, de Petri 
< qui haec fcripfit, vita et mOtribus propo- 

* ncre. Since we arc come thus far, it will 

* not be amifs, tp fay fomething of the life 

* and manners of Petrus who writetli this 

• Muratori has it * ufurpant,' which will not make ferine. 
The text has certainly been corrupted. " I am obliged toa 
learned friend fpr corrcdinj it to • i»furpat»* 
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* .hHbir j/ • He gi\^s : b wry cxcellcrit eha- 
iratSter :o£ himfd£;.ttnd I dare fay a veigr 
faithfjol. one; But fo mimite is bis narratioii, 
; that he takes cace to inform poft^ity, that 
he was very irrcgiilar in his method of 
wftlkingt aadjthat he preferred fwdct wine 
to hard. In fhort he was a man of confi- 
derahle parts, with a great fimplicity and 
oddity of charajdcn 

I ihall now take leave of honeft Pctrus; 
with; whom perhaps fome of my readers will 
chooie to cultivate a farther acquaintance. 
. ,Xhe Corficana are naturally quick and 
lively, and have a particular turn for elo- 
qiLiepce. Hieronymus de Marinis {a) gives 
them this character, * Montes apum exami- 
*: nibus abundant, et ladte ac melle manant : 
^ apte etiam ad Corforum ingenium, qui fub 
^ lingua, cum la(3:e et melle, habent acu- 
^ leum, adeoqa^f foro nati funt. Their 
*» mountains abound in fwarms of bees, and 
. * flow with milk and honey; like the genius 
^ of the Corficans, ^ho while they have milk 
' ^ and honey undej- their tongues, haye alfo 
^ a fting, and are therefore bori? for the fo-^ 
^ rum.' 
I have in my poflHiion two Corfwan dif- 

; f/f) Gracv. Thefaur. Antiq. vol. 1. p 1410. 
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CQurfes^ or popular harangue, ^ich afiFord 
ipecimens of their eloquence. The one is 
entitled ^ La Corfica a Suoi Figli> Corfica to 
her fons :' the other -^ La Gorfica a fuoiFi^ 
Sleali, Corfica to her Difloyal Sims.' 

In thefirft of thefe harangues^ the patriots 
are thus encouraged to proceed in the glo- 
rious caufe. ^ Seguitate voi dunque refem- 

* pio dei falvatori delk lor patria^ e fiatc 

* iicuri^ eke la liberta farsl il premio delle 

* voftre fatiche;^e che air ombra amena 

* della libertsiy racogliercte i foavi frutti di 

* iicurezza^ e di pace, di abondanza, e di 

* contcntezza ; di avanzamento, e di gloria. 

* Frutti, che vi riufceranho tanto piu dolci, 

* quanto piu lungamente ne fiete ftati fuor 

* di raggione privati dalla malignity dei 

* vcrflri oppreffori. Follow then the exam- 

* pie of the faviours of their country ; arid 

* be affurcd that liberty will be the reward 

* of your toils; and that under the pleafing 
f ihade of liberty, you will gather the agree- 

* ^le fruits of fecurity, of peace, of abund- 

* ance and of contentment, of exaltation and 

* of glory. Fruits which will be the^ fweet- 

* er to you, the longer you have been un- 
' rcafonably deprived of them, by the-ma- 

* lignity of your oppreflburs.' 
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III the kcori4 vOf thefe harangdas» fuch 
of the «adon as. ifaewed any wavering or 
Uxmdktyf are tbti$ jnouibd againft theGcmH 
€&. < EcsGO k poteil2^ <:lie fi irorrebiie in^ 

* durvi ft li»ncre. Vfii Tavetp ipre^zata, e 

* ne avdte tmMi£tto iidi ternpa^^IJa^s^rs 

* maggior 4ctoJ«aa> wl tom-po ch'ejravate 
^ fpcovedad d'armi> di niunizioni^ di hfafti^ 
^ m^njti^ di portiy di fioansr, e di \truppa 
^ pagata ; j^pl tj^rnpQ th^ i wftri capi crano 

* noi^xzii snA govcmo miUtare jc politico, ci* 
^ vile cd frcoiiQmi(;Q> e qhc tatti qui^ go-* 
< vcrni rki&ivano lo|t> grairi o difpeiKliofi. ; 
*, nfil tempo che i partiti aL;^vano ardita^ 
c.flQtentc la crefta^ e da pertutto allafcoperta 
^ ibmixiairam) la.zizania ; che la parte dtra-^ 
^ montana jera daUa ciraK>atana independcnte 
^^ c jdivifa i cl^e il dominie ddla nazionc er» 

* mal ficurp e mal fioto. Ora poii che con- 
5 un camWameato feKcc, fiete proveduti a 

* fciprabbondanza, d'armi emunizioni; afuf- 

* ficieaia^, dLbaftiqoicnti e.di pcirti ; che avctc* 
^.il^Bitala truppa ed i fondi per la fua fuf- 

* fiften^a ji Jiberi percio dagrinccMnmadi dr 
' molte fpedizioni, e.da i difordini che la 
^ ttuppa. colletiva portava feto; che avete 

* inftitwte le voftrc finanze ; che i toAt! 
^ capi fi trov^no ciplto meglio iftr^ite ^ cfetf 

O 
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* i governi piii non fooo difpeixdiofi ^die i 

* partiti fono tutti abbatuti, fCht U^governa 
^ nazionale e ubidito datutt'i ceti della na- 

* zione, e tcmuto dagli fteffi nemici^ eci 

* comincia a riconafcer dagli efteri ; chc le 

* parti cifmontane cd oltramcMitanc fon tutte 

* unite fotto a un fol Capo ; e ibttoad un 
^ C^po (lo diro ad CHita deUa malignita e 

* deir invidk) die per faviezza e antivcdi- 

* mentOy per zek> e difinterefle, per ooraggio 
^ e valore, per rettitudine d'intenzione, di 

* fini, e di maffime, non cede ad alcunode* 
'piu celebri eroi : ora, diffi, in uno ftato 

* che per voi non fu mai £ forte e fi florido, 

* e che vi promette, fe farete nel voftro im- 

* pegno coftanti, una gloria immortale, una^ 

* indipendenza totale, una perpetua felicita^ 

* temerete voi della republica U vana, la dc- 
' plorabile, la mefchina potenza ? 

* Behold the power which they would 

* have you tp fear. You have defpifed, you 

* have triumphed over it, in the time of 

* yo.ur greateft weaknefs ; in the time that 

* you were unprovided with . arms, with 
^ ammunition, with fhips, with harbours, 

* with finances and with troops. At a time 

* when your chiefs were novices in govern^ 
1 raent, whether military or political, and 
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^ when all thcfe • branches of government 

* were hoavy and cxpenfive to them. At i 

* time when fa^ftions audacioafly held high 

* their crefts, and in every quarter openly 
5 fowed.fodition. When the country be-^ 
5 yond the mountains was independent/ and 

* divided from the country on this fide of 

* the mountains ^ when the dominion of 
"* the nation was infccure and little known* 

* And, when by a happy change in affairs, 

* you are abundantly provided with arms.and 

* ammunition, and are fuffi<?icntly accom- 

* modated with fhips and harbours j w&ea 

* you have eftablifhed troops, and funds fg^ 

* their fubfiftence ; when you have rcgulatedf 
^ your finances, when yoar chiefs find them* 
/ ielves much better inftrudted, when go* 

* vernment is no longer fo expenfive j when 

* all the fadions are quelled ; when the na* 
^ tional government is obeyed by all ranks 

* in the kingdom, feared by our very enc* 

* mies, and beginning to be acknowledged 

* by foreign ftates : when the countries both 

* on this, and on the other fide of the 

* mountains are all united under one Chiefi 

* and under a Chief, (I will fay it to the 

* flfiame of malignity and of envy) who for 

* wifdpm and forefight, for geal and difin-? 

O 2 
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"^ terdtedn^s, for courage kni valour, fef 
^ the reditode of his intcritioOT, views and 
' maxiims^ does not yield to any of the moft 
^ famous heroes. Now, I fay, when you 
^ ate in a £tuation more ilrong sad flourifh'- 
" ing than ever, and which if yoo are con- 
ftant in your undertakings, prc^fes you 
'^ imaK)rtal glory, a total indej^Mffdence and 
5 a perpetual felicity ; fhall yoo bt iEifhtM bf 
f the vain, the pitiful, the contemptibl6 
^ power of the republick ?' 
• The language of the Corficans is remark- 
ibfy good Italian, tindured^a little with 
ibme remms of the dialeds of the barba- 
rous natiai% and with a few Gcnoefe cor- 
ruptions, but much purer than m many of 
the Italian flates. Their pronunciation 
Jiowevcr is ibmewhut cotrfe. They give in 
particular a broad found to the vowel b 
which' difpleafed me a good deal. That 
the Corficans wriw Italian in a great degree 
pf perfedtiort may be feen from fom? qm)- 
latidna in tli$ courfe of this accountir as 
well as from the tB»oif«<lp^ ^bjoimed in 
the appendix. 

The Corficans have all a tura for the 
arts. I cannQt indeed fay that paiating has 
yet fiouriihpd among them s but they fuc<^ 
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cccd wdl ;n mufipk arid poetrjr. There arc 
few of them who do not play upon the ci- 
tra, aaold.Mopriiliinftnwcnt, which, they 
are pleafcd to think the ancient cythara. It 
has a fwceit ind romantick found, and ma- 
ny, of their airs. are, tender a»d beautifuJ. 

They have not yet produced any large 
and finiflied poem. But they have xapany 
little pieces^ cjiccecdingly pretty, moft of 
them on war or on love* Old Gi^cinto 
Paoli, father *to the pfefwit General, has 
left feveral fpnncts compofed with great spi- 
rit. I have a good many of thcqa s.^and 
ihall inferltine, of which I have attem^^ted 
a tranflation. It was compofed in praife of 
his brot^^-cammilKiftr Gdnertl OiaCeri, 
upon occafion of ff vidtory obtained by him 
over the Genoefe^ at the fiege of Coijdone ; 
and while it ,giycs a fpecimen of the ta- 
lents of the venerable Chiefs it at the fame 
time {hews his generotss iatisfatftioa at the 
fuccefs of another engaged in the fame glo* 
riaua caufe« 

. so N * T T a ' 

' A coroaar PEroe di Cirno invitto, 

Mortc difcejjda c fc I'inchini il fato ; 
" E H foTpiri del Ligure fconfitto 

J>i|mo idia troinba df U« Fam» il 4^t{>« 

03 
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, I ^ gattQ appcn* di Golo il bel tragi^to. 
Pel nemico efpugna forte ileccato ; 
Sprezzo perigli ; c al difugual conflitto. 
Virtu prevatfc, ov* ci companre armato^ 

Cirno lo fcelfe, c*l fuo d^ftin rarrife j 
'E*l gran litigio a cui I'Europa e attenta 
' Al fob valor, ^.al brando fuo* commife. 

I^ bfandoy ch* anche il defHn fpaventa, 
' ' All* ingrata Liguria il crin recife ; 
]L a QiroQ il ftopOT U fua sintn ptefaita^ 



SO N, N E T. , 

... , . ' * - *i 

To crown thy heroes, Cyrnus, from the ikies 

Lo Fate with joy inclines, defcends icrce death ! 

, WhSe vaoqatfli'd Gf n«t9!s defpairing fig^ 

Qive to Fame's glorious-foupdiQg triu^pet hreat^h, . 

Soiree waa the Golo paft indtb ooorege-btight. 

The pallifado^d hpftile fort to florm, 
Pangers he reck'd not in th' unequal fight ; 
^Virtue prevail-d when fcen in armed form. 

His country chofe him, and ccleftial Fate 
Pfeas*d to behold the Corfick ire reftor'd. 

The mighty Urife on which tbe nations wait,. . 
]^ntruiled to his valour, tp his fv^ord. 

That fword, at which ev'n Fate recoils with dread, .. , 
The vaunting treffes cut with vigour brave. 

From the ingrate (iignrian's fsuthleis head ; 
Cymus, to thee his hand the fceptre gave. 

They have alfo many little ballads and 
madrigals, full of drollery and keen fatire 
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againft the Genocfe ; and they have their 
effays of grave humour, and various all^o- 
ries refpefting themfelves and their enemies. 
They have in particular a curious paraphrafe 
of the Lord's Prayer, where all the peti- 
tions are ftrangely turned into fcvcrc^ accu- 
fatioos againft the Genoefe. 

The charafter of the Corficans has been 
already touched, in the comparifon between 
Strabo and Diodorus Siculus. They are ho 
doubt a people of ftrong paffions, as welLas 
of lively and vigorous minds. Thefe are 
the materials, of which men are to be form- 
ed either good or bad ina fuperiour degree. 
I always remember an obfervation which 
M. Roufleau made to me, one day, in the 
Val dc Travers, when we were talking of 
the chara<Aers of different nations ; faid he, 
/ J'aime ces caraderes ou il y a de ?etofFe.' 
It was well faid. A poor feeble fpirit is 
unable to fupport the weight of great vir- 
tues. It is only where there is ftrength and 
fire, that we can hope to form characters of 
worth arid dignity. 

. Thefe iflanders have abilities for any 

Xhlng ; but their fortune has been fuch, that 

they have beeix confpicuous only for the 

O 4 
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fiard and rcfolute q^isaUties* Ahoihddmdby 
the nations arouad to the opprefEon of a 
.tyrannical Tcpahlick, they have had no ©Jv 
jjortunky of ihewing their geniu$ for learn- 
ing and the arts, their hofjiitality^ their 
courtcDufheft, and their other amiaWf vir- 
tues in civilized life* What they have had 
an bpportimitf to ihew, they have fh^wa 
«with diftinguifhed glory,, 

The authours of the Encycbpedid fay, 
< Les Cor&s font remuand, vindicatifs^ et 
^ belliqueux. The €orficans arc tumu[ltu»<* 
■* ^us, vindi4tiv(f aqd warlike/ Their ftrn^it 
gles dgairift tfie tyrfifct ctiahj flicw them in 
ho other light. / 

A Writer of th* hfgbeft claii thui cha*. 
nt(56rifcs them ; - * Lts Corfes font lini* pdig- 
^ nefe d-hoifinies adffi braves et auffi deliberfe 

* que ies Anglpis, Ort ne les dompter^, 

* je crois, que paf H prudence et la bont^ 
^ On peut voir par leur cxcmple, quel cou«- 

'^ rage et quelle verli^, donne auK honamefe* 
^ ramour de la libart^^ et qu'il eft danger 

* reux et injufte de Toppriftier {a). The Cor*- 
^ ficans are a handful of men, as brave and 
^ as determinate as the Ehglifh* | believ<f 

(m) fiilai dc Crit . /ijr le Prince it MactUvcl; p. 1 1 4. ' ^ 
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f* tbey wiU^not b© fobdued bat by prudeirae 
-' Ipiftd g09d tmtffmnt. Wc may fee by thw 
-« ejmiiple, what cdiirigige a^id What Vlstiie 
/ the lore of liberty gives to.ftrertj ned how 
^.dangerctm as well as unjuil it i$ to c^ 
>prefstt/ 

r Themanfi^r$ofthcCoTfifiaix8.hawitgrcflK 
ikmhrtty with tbofe of the aticko*: Qor^ 
inans, as defcrihed.by Tacctu^^ They.iiaire 
not however the fame habit jof clfiakiog; fiar 
they are extremely teifiperate* Their morals 
are Ariit and chafle tx> ai$ itocvdiipon d^ 
gree; owing in. part .to good princij^ia iu^ 
h\xrt by luxury ; and partly to the e^mriib 
<7f prirate revenge agdinft fuch as violate 
the honoiir of their womem 
. This laft may t6 hmc apptar tude ind 
Imrbarous i but I hold it to be wife and noUir^ 
better occaiional murdersth^ti frlfqirent aduU 
tencs4 Better cut off a rotten branch now 
^nd thcn^ than that the whole of the focie^ 
ifliould be corrupted. Whch morals are ifti 
timately connedted with ideas of honour^ and 
crimes of an sQlufing nature are notcoinmitA 
ted with impunity, we may expe^ft that man*^ 
icind wMl retfain a-prcper awe, arid be kept 
ivithin the bounds of their duty : and if wa 
Jiave ni>t the frivolous embellilhments aiid 
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tranfient pkafures of licentious gallantry, wc 
are free from its effeminate difquiets, ksfc^ 
veriih paflions, its falfenefs and diflknula^ 
tion ; while honeft principles and manly and 
generous affedions are kept in full vigour. 

They who think duelling neceffary topre- 
fctvc the nice decorum of politeneis, ought 
iK)t to cenfure private revenge, the rough 
guardian of that virtue which is the fupport 
oi every community. 

What Tacitus fays of ancient Germany 
we may fay of Corfica ; ^ Nemo iUic vitia 

• ridct ; nee comimpcre et corrumpi faccu- 
^ lum vocatur {a). Nobody there laughs at 
f. vice; nor is corrupting and being corrupt- 

* cd called the way of the world/ 

, The Corficans like the Germans of old, 
are extremely indolent. The women do the 
greateft part of the drudgery work, (^) as is 
alfo the cuflom among the Scots High*- 
landers. Yet they are very adtivc in War, 
like the fame Germans, of whom Tacitus 
fays, * Mira diverfitate naturae cum iidcm 
^ homines fie ament inertiam et oderinjt 

* quietem (c). By a wonderful variety*.af * 

♦ nature the fame men are food of indolence 
* 

(a) Tacit, dc Mor. Germ. (i) lb. (0 Ilu 
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* afidimpatieiTft^frcft/ Notwithftanding aH 
that Paoli has done, the Corikans ate ftiH 
indolent and averfe to labour. Every yeaf 
Soo or 1000 Sardinians and Luocefe are 
etnpkgred as artificers and day-labourefs in 
the ifland. 

M. De Montcfquieu obferves, that all in- 
dolent nations are dfo ptoud. This is in- 
deed the Cafe bf the' Coffiearjs, to which; 
as I have formerly dbfctvtd, theif futcefs iii 
war has trort^buted. ^ ^^ /. .. 

M. De Montcfquieu propofes a \%iy gbod 

renacdyfor this : ^ On purroit tcuffier Yefft% 

. * contre la caufe et detruii^e la ptrefle par 

^ TorguciL Dans le midi dc TEawpe, oii 

* les peiiples font fi fort frappes par le point 
^. d'homieur, il feroitbon de dorinef des jpVix 

* aux labourcurs qui auroient por«^ plUs loitt 

* Icur induftrie. Cette pratique a reufli de 

* nos jours en Irlande^ elle y a etabli une 
** dfes plus importantes manufadlures de toile 
< qui foit en Europe (a). 

*iOne might turn the jefFe6t againft the 

* caufe, and deftroy indolence by pride. In 

* the fbuth of Europe, where the people 
f are ib much ftruck with the point of ho- 
f nour, it would be right to give premiums, 

(aj Efprit des Loix, liv. xiv. chap, g, 
2 
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« to thalibfeurws.vhpbavf :t»«ft GMltivatcil 
'■* tbQMr.:fiel<i?» ; Pr to aEti|icerS ^\^ ^a.'c jcar^ 
< ried . tkJ«iM^ widliftty ?the , gfepte|l: lengtii. 

* TW» prt^<» fes»«h A^cce^e^ jn:OH5 4ay^ 
« in IraUtd: it hath thefc fift4>^i^ed one 

* of the moft important linen rnanufafture^ 

* in Europe' 

i The.Cprficans lovQ much to lie round a 
^rc. This praftice fcems peculiar to tudc 
nations.. The. Injdians in, North America do 
it, and Ac ancient Gcm^ d,^ it, * Toto^ 
dies juxU focum atquc ign^m agupt (a). 
They pafs whole daya by:th«; fir?.^:. TJ^f 
Scytbiaat too: hftd this guftoaa.j . ^ .. 

Ip«iBdifoffi«fp*cub»»fettirt<ob4lti. . - ^ 

Otia a^at MTOi, coBgeftaqae TObora, toufque 
Advolverc focis olmos, ignique dederc. ' 

ViRG. Oeorg;*. 1. 3?&. 
la cav«rlis4eep«itlt oaks oppil'dt drey raife. .. : '. ' 
And many a branching elm, tke> crackling blaze ; . , 
From cold fecure, around the flaming hearth, 
Wafte the long dreary night in focialnrirth. .. ''^ ' 

There have been many very ^asnge cof» 
loms in Gorfica. Di©dofu4 tells »>>Aat 
after the women were brought to bed* Aft 
men imrtiediately took care of the childien; 
laying themfelves doWn as if they we«e fick; 
«nd fondling the infants, fo that thtf mother$ 

(tt) "tacit, de Mor. Gem. 
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Inrd no fkrtfaer trouble than to ^ve them 
flick (a). So great attention to a woman 
^ifter Ibe has fuif&red fo much fot the good 
of fociety^ has really fomethihg humane in 
it; diough we muftfmile at Aich iimplicity* 
We may fciy that it has neter bedi parallel- 
led by all the complaifance qf modern gal-* 
lantry. But this equitable cuilom is no 
longer in ufe. 

Pctrus Cyrnaeus fays, that in his time 
marriage was fo much honoured' amcHig 
the Gorficans; th^ if any youngs .woman 
yi^aa fo pdor thatnobody afked h6r, the neigh* 
hours raifed a contribution to help her to a 
huiband. Generofity could never be more 
properly exercifed. Epaminondas ufed to 
^xcrcife his generofity in that way (a). 

There are* fome extraordinary cuftoms 
which ftili fubfift in Corfica. In particular 
they have feveral ftcange ceremonies at the 
death of their relations. When a man dies, 
efpecially if he has been afTaffinated, his 
widow with ^il the married women in the 
village accompany the corpfc to the grave, 
where after various howling^, and other 



: ^ {a) Diod. Sicttl. Wcffcling. p. 341. (i) Com. Nep. in 
vk. Epam. 
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cxprci&oiis of forrow, the women fall upcm 
the widow> and beat and tear her in ^ moft 
mifcrablc manner. Having thus fatisfied 
their grief and paflion, they lead her back 
dgain> covered with blood and bruifes, to 
her own habitation* This I had no oppor- 
tunity of feeing, while I was in the ifland; 
but I have itifroni undoubted authority. 

Having faid fo much- of the genius and 
chara«fter of thcGorficans, I muft beg leave 
to prcfent my readers with a very diftin- 
guiihcd Corfican charadter, that of Signor 
Clemente de' Paoli, brother of the General.' 

This gentleman is the eldefl: fon of the 
old General Giacinto Paoli. He is about 
fifty years of age, of a middle fizc and dark 
complexion, his eyes are quick and piercing, 
and he has fomething in the form of his 
mouth, which renders his appearance very 
particular. His underftanding is of the iirft 
rate ; and he has by no means fuffered it to 
lie negledled. He was married, and has an 
only daughter, the wife of Signor Barbaggi 
one of the firft men in the ifland. 

For thefe many years paft, Signor Clcr 
mente, being in a ftate of widowhood, haa 
refided at Roftino, from whence the family 
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^ Paoli comes. He lives there in a very 
retired manner. He is of a Saturnine difpo- 
lition^ and his notions of religion are rather 
gloomy and fevere. He fpends his whole 
time ia ftudy, except what he paiTes at his 
devotions. Thcfe generally take up fix or 
eight hours every day ; during all which 
time he is in churchy and before the altar, 
in a fixed pofture, with his hands and eyes 
lifted up to heaven, with folemn fervour. 

He prefcribes to himfelf, an abftemious 
rigid courfe of life ; as if he had taken the 
vows of fome of the religious orders. He is 
much with the Francifcans, who hjive a 
convent at Roftino, He wears the common 
coarfe drefs of the country^ audit is difficult 
to diftinguifh him frcmi one of the loweft 
of the people. 

When he is in company he feldom fpeaks, 
and except upon important occafions, never 
goes into publick, or even to vifit his bro- 
ther at Corte. Whea danger calls, how- 
ever, he is the firft to appear in the de- 
fence of his country. He is then foreipoft 
in the ranks, and expofes himfelf to the 
hotteft adlion^ for religious fear i$ per- 
fe<aiy confident with the great^ft bravery i 
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a^ccording to tbe £aiiiQ4ia lioe of the ptpot 
Racine> 

Jc CrsAxis DiEu, cbcr Abner; et ii*ai point d'aatre 
crainte, 

I fear my God ; and Him alone I fear. 

A raiBND. 

In the h^;ijDQittg pf an engAgcment^ he 
is generally calm ; and ii?ill frequently 
offer up a prayer to heaven, for dbc pcr-^, 
{on at whom he is going to fire; iaying lie 
is ibrry to be under the nccdiity of de-* 
pricing him of life^ font th$t he is an 
enemy to .Corfica» and providence has fent 
him in his Wdy» in order l&at he fnay be 
prevented frcwi 4oing any farther mif- 
cfhief ^ that he hopes God will pardon hid 
crimes, and take him to himfe.lf. After 
he hag feen two or three of hi? country- 
men fall at his fide, ti^e caie alters. His 
eyes flame with grief and indignation, and 
he becooaes lii^ip x>ne fjarious, dealing venr- 
geance ^very w^^re around him. 

His authority in the council is not lela 
^an his valo¥U' in ti)e field. His ftrengtb 
of j^udgement and extent of knowledge, 
joined t&, the lu>gd[ar fan^flity of his charaC'-w 
ter, give him great weight in all the publick 
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confuhations ; and his influence is of con- 
fiderable fervice to his brother the Gene- 
ral. 

When we thus view the Corficans glori- 
oufly ftriving for the beft rights of humanity^ 
and under the guidance of an illuftrious 
commander gind able ftatefmah, eftablifliing 
freedom, and forming a virtuous arid happy 
nation, can we be indifferent as to their fuc- 
cefs ? Can Britons forbear to admire theii" 
bravery^ arid their wifdom ? One Engli(h 
Poet hath celebrated Corficai I know not 
who he is. But I thank him for the fpirk 
he hath fhewn ; and I would beg leave to 
feleft a few of his verfe6. 

Hail Corsica ! than whofe recorded name 
None e cr ftbod fairer on the rolli of fame ! 
Rapt at the found, my foul new ardour fires, 
£«ch tkongkt impaffions, $nd each llrain infpires. 
Pity, to injur'd honour that is due, 
Pleads in my heart, and bids me pity yon ; 
JV>r worth like thine, one honeft wifli receive ; 
^Tis all the »ofe, and all the friend can girc. 

Yc who are flaves of pow'r, or drones of peatey 
Aofbition's tools, or votaries of ^afe, - 
if not quite abj^S, nor quite Iqil to fhaoie. 
Your hearts can fed one particle of fame, 
Staftd forth; Cn Corsica reflect, and k^ 
Not what you are, but what yon oaght to b^. "" ^ " 

. . p. . • 
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The gaififal .good's thtk aim ; ho'flavifli awe 

Marks man from man, but Liberty is Law ; 

No renal Senates pnblick credit drain. 

No king enflav'd by creatures of his reign. 

Of publick honours merit is the teft. 

And thofe obtain them who deferve them beff. 

In this vile age, no virtue now revcr'd. 
No godlike patriot prodigy appeared, , 
*Till one fmall fpot, (for in th' Almighty's Book, 
The fmalleft fpot is never overlooked) 
Held forth the wonder to all Europe's fliame, 
Produc'd the man, and Paoli his name. 
Go on immortal man 1 the path purfue 
Mark'd out by heav'n, and deftin^d but for you ; 
Fix youf firm hope on this, on this your truft. 
Your arms muft conquer as your caufc is juft. 
By heav'n ! it makes my life's beft blood run cold. 
Then glow to madnefs when thy ftory's told ; 
On thofe vile flaves be heav'n's choice thunder hurl'd. 
Who chain'd themfelves, would gladly chain a world. 

Pride a Poem. 
# 

The Corficans are in general of finall fea- 
ture, and rather hard-favoured, much like 
the Scots Highlanders ; though as we find 
among thefe, fo we alfo find among the 
Corficans many of a good fize, and comely 
countenances. 

The number of inhabitants in Corfica has 
not been exadtly taken of late, but they may 
be reckoned 220000 fouls; for, previous to 
the rife in 1729, there were 40000 families 
who payed tax to Genoa, and reckoning five 
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to eiach family, the inhabitants were then 
200000. 

Now although it may appear a paradox, 
it is certain that the number of inhabitants 
has increafed during the war ; as will ap- 
pear from the following confiderations. 

Father Cancellotti a Jefuit miflionary, who 
travelled over Corfica, and informed himfelf 
with great exaftnefs, made a computation, 
that in thirty years of Genoefe government, 
the ifland loft by affaffinations and other 
caufes 28000 people* 

Whereas in the thirty feven .years of war, 
the ifland has not loft above loooo people, 
including thofe who have fled from the 
confufions of their country, to follow for- 
tune upon the continent. 

And therefore this calculation of the num- 
ber of inhabitants atprefent, is a juft one. 

The number of Corficans is however 
much lefs than it was in ancient times. It 
is well obferved by an able writer {a), * That 

* the depopulation of many countries feems 

* to have been firft occalioned by the havock 

* the Romans made among the fnialler ftates 

* and cities, before they could fully efta-^ 

* blifli their fovereign power/ In »o ftate 

{mj Wallace Qn die Numbers of Mankind, p, 106. 
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could this caufe of depopulation take place, 
more than in Corlica ; for in no ftate were 
the natives harder to be fubdued. When to 
the Roman havock we add the reiterated 
turmoils, which during a courfc of ages, 
have fhaken this ifl^nd, we need be at no 
lofs to account why the number of its in- 
habitants is diminished. 
. Of the 220000 people computed to be in 
Corfica, there may be loooo in Baftia, and in 
all 25000 in the territories of thcG^noefe; fo 
that I reckon there are. about 200000 of the 
patriotick nation, and of thcfePadii can bring 
40000 armed mep into the field. 

It is therefore by no means probable, that 
the Genoefe fhould reduce to abje<5t fub- 
miflion fo confiderable a nation, and a na- 
tion of fttch men; moft of whom have 
been born in the troublous times, and been 
brought up with Sentiments of the moil 
violent hatred to the republick. There is 
not a Corfican child who can procure a 
littk gun-powder, but he immediately fcts 
fire to it, huzzas at the explosion, and as 
if he had blown up the enemy, calls oat, 

* Ecco i Genovefi. There go the Ge* 

* nodk' 

I believe the wifeil: and beft nobles of 
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Genoa arc now of opinion, that the repub- 
lick fhould renounce her pretenfions of do- 
minion, over a people whom long experience 
has proved to be unconquerable by the Ge- 
noefe arms, who have baffled every attempt 
that the republick has made againft: them, 
and who are at'laft formed into a ftate that 
has a folid claim to independency. But the 
wifeft and beft of Genoa, like thq wifeft 
and beft of other ftatcs, are over-ruled by the 
majority; and the republick has hitherto 
continued to drain her treafury, and facrificc 
her foldiers, in fruitlefs attempts to recover 
Corfica. 

The Abbe Richard {a) hath given a 
very juft and lively account of thi$ : ^ Le 
< royaumedeCorfe dont larepublique poffedc 

* quelques places maritimes lui coute pro- 

* digieufement; elle n.'en retire aucun avan- 
\ tage reel, et elle a toujours a combattre un 
^ peuple indifcipline armc pour la liberie. 

* Mais comme les nobles Genois fe regar- 

* dent tons comme folidairement rois de 
f Corfe, cctte raifon qui eft tres forte fur leur 

* efprit, les determinera toujours a ne rien 
f epargner pour conferver au moins ce titre. 

{a) Richard Defcrip. Hift. et Crit. de Tltal. torn. T. p. 1 18. 
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* C'cft Tobjet d'ambition qui les touchc le 

* plus. Rien n'eft auffi intereflant pour 
^ eux, que les nouvelles de ce pais; four tout 

* quand la ballance paroit panchcr du cote 

* des rebelles. * 

* Une dame Genoife fort inquiete dc 

* quclqucs fucces qui fembloicnt anhonccr 

* une revolution totale en faveur des infu- 

* laires, apprenant que les efperanccs de la 

* republique fe retabliflbient, dit dans un 
^ tranfport de joie, *^ Dieu merci nous 

* fommes done encore un peu reines." 

^ The kingdom of Corfica, of which the 

* rcpublick poflefles fome maritime ftrong 
^ places, cofts hqr a prodigious expence. 

* She derives no real advantage from it, and 

* fhehath always to combate an undifci- 

* plined people armed for liberty. 

' * But as the Genoefe nobles look upon 
^ themfelves to be all joint kings of Corfica, 

* this confideration which is very ftrong up- 

* on their minds, will ever determine them 
^ to fpare nothing in order to preferve at 

< leaft the title. It is the point of ambition 
^ which touches them the moft. Nothing 
f is fg interefting to them as the news from 

• He fliould not call thofe * rebelles* whom he hath before 
jrcprerente4 as * armes pour la liberty.* 
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* that country, cipecially when the balance 

* feems to lean to the fide of the rebels 
*, (patriots/) 

* A Genoele lady who was very uneafy, 

* on account of fome fucceffes which feemed 

* to announce a total revolution in favour of 
*. the iflanders, hearing that the hopes of 

* the i;epublick began to be re-eflabliflied, 
^ cried in a tranfport of joy, " Thank 

* God then, we are yet fomewhat queens." 
While I was employed in writing this 

Account of Corfica, the brave iflanders re- 
folved on ftriking a bold flroke, and making 
a conqueft of the ifland of Capraja. 
. Capraja or Caprara lies to the eaft of Cor- 
fica, about five and twenty miles off Capo 
Corfo, over againft the coaft of Tufcany. 
This ifland was formerly annexed to the 
kingdom of Corfica, being a portion of the 
feudal territory of the noble family of Da- 
marfwho were deprived oif it by the Ge- 
noefe. 

'Capraja is about fitteen miles in circum- 
ference. The whole of it is exceedingly 
mountainous, and of a dry craggy furface. 
It is all around fo pointed with rocks, that 
it is inacceffible almoft: on every quarter, 
except at one harbour, which is a pretty 

P4 
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good one, and where numbers of vcflcls paf-? 
fjng the Mediterranean arc ufed to. take fhd-?- 
ter. It hath upwards of 3000 inhabitants^^ 
all of whom a^e aflembled in a tqwn at the 
extremity of the ifland juft above the har-!' 
bour. 

The men of Gapraj^ are ilropg and robuft, 
They all go to fea, and are reckoned the 
hardieft and moft expert failors in that part 
pf the world. The women epaploy them- 
felves chiefly in cultivating yi^cs, in which 
the ifland is pretty fertile. There is here a 
ftrong citadel built on a high rock, fo that 
it commands the town and harbour. It is 
well furnifhed with artillery, and the GeT 
nocfe kept there a garrifon. There are alfo 
two other towers at the two extremities of 
the ifland, built rather in order to defcry the 
5arbary Corfairs, than to defend a country 
fo well fortified by nature *. 

In the month of December 1766, Signor 
Paul Mattel of Centuri having gone to France 

• I know Capraja well, for I wa^ driven into it by ^^eCs of 

weather in my return from Corlica. I was detained there fix 
days, and was lodged in a Francifcan ponvent, where the 
worthy fathers entertained me vety hofpitably. I empIoye4 
my time jn writing a minute detail of every thing in tht 
ifland, which I flilt have by me, and often amufe myfelf with 
it, at a vacant hour. 
I 
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to tranfad ibme private affairs, in his paflage 
home he went aftiorc at Capraja, where he 
was at great pains to inform himfelf with 
regard to the fltuation of their garrifon, their 
harbour and their coafts, the fcarcity of pro^ 
yifions, and the little attention with which 
the ifland was defended. 

On his return to Corfica, he propofed to 
Paoli to make a dcfcent upon Capraja4 His 
propofal was immediately approved, and the 
pondudl of the enterprife was committed 'to 
3ignor Achilles Muratf, commandant at Er- 
balonga, and Signor John Baptift Riftori, 
commandant at Furiani, who on the even- 
ing of the 16th of February 1767, fct fail 
from the port of Macinajo, accompanied by 
§ignor Mattel and fev^r^l gallant young 
gentlemen of the principal families in the 
provinces of Capo Corfo and Nebbib, who 
chofe to go as volunteers. They had alfo a 
few Capraefe to ferve as guides. 
• They landed on Capraja that night. The 
Corfican commanders fignificd to the Ca- 
praefe, that they were come with no ho- 
ilile intentions againft them ; but only to 
cxpell from their country, the Genoefe, that 
the inhabitants of Capraja might participate 
jthe happy fruits of liberty, in common with 
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their ancient friends the Corficans : and 
therefore they hoped that inftead of meeting 
with oppofition, they would be received with 
cordiality. Upon this, a number of the in- 
habitants immediately joined them, and they 
laid liege to the citadel. 

The Genoefe were piqued to the greateft 
degree, to find that thofe iflanders, whom 
they gave out to be a fet of rebels, under 
the awe of a French guard, were boldly 
iallying forth, and wrefting from them the 
fovereignty of another ifland in the Medi- 
terranean ; an event which could not fail ta 
blaze abroad over Europe, and equally con- 
tribute to the glory of the Corficans and to • 
• the difgrace of the republick. They there- 
fore fpared no expence or care to defeat the 
enterprife. 

They fent out a confiderable armament 
under the command of Signor Auguftino 
Pinello, a man of tried activity and valour, 
and an adlual fenatour of Genoa. 
. They alfo fent Colonel Antonio Matra, 
with a body of chofen men, who by the af- 
fiftance of a Capraefe galley-flave efFed:uated 
a landing, at a place neglefted by the Cor- 
ficans. as inacceflible. 
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While Matra attacked the Corficans by 
land. Signer Pincllo attacked them from the 
fca, on two different quarters ; fo that they 
had a very hot and difficult action to main- 
tain. Notwithftanding all which, Pinello 
was beaten off, and Matra's detachment was 
totally routed. 

I could wifh to relate the various particu-^. ' 
lars of this expedition. I have materials 
fufficient for it ; but the plan of my work 
does not permit me. The citadel of Capraja 
furrendered ort the 29th of May. 

The Corficans have by this conqueft add- 
ed confiderably to their dominion. They 
have acquired an increafe of moft ufeful 
people ; and they are in a condition to pre* 
vent, or at leafl render extremely difficult, 
the communication between Genoa and her 
garrifons in Corfica. 

Sir James Steuart hath placed the Corfi- 
cans in rather an unfavourable light. His 
words are, * The Corficans have exported, 
' that is, fold the beft part of their ifland to 

* Genoa; and now, after having fpent the 

* price in wearing damafk and velvet, they 

* want to bring it back, by confifcating the 

* property of the Genoefe, who have both 

* paid for the ifland, and drawn back the 
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* price of it, by the balance of their trade 

* againft thefe iflandcrs/ (a) 

With this rcfpcftahle writer's pcrmiffion^ 
it was not. a balance of trade, but a balance 
of bad fprtune, which fubjc<5ted Corfica to 
the Genocfe ; and the greateil part, if not 
all the property of the nobles of the rcpub-i 
liok in that ifland, was acquired only by 
force or by fraud. The expenfivcnefs of the 
Corficans in wearing damafk and velvet, is 
merely ideal, Corfica is perhaps the only 
country upon the face of the globe, where 
luxury has never once been introduced. The 
Genoefe. cannot pretend to have made them- 
^Ivcs maftcrs of Corfica, by commercial fu- 
periority; for thofe republicans have been 
fupplied from that fertile ifland^ with a great 
many of the necefifaries of life, which their 
own narrow dominions could not furnifh in 
fufficient quantities, 

I have thought myfelf called upon to rec- 
tify this miftakc, in a book which may afr- 
ford many important leflbns to free nations, 
and among the refl: to the brave Corficans 
themfelves. 

It is in vain for the Genoefe to pretend 

(fl) Inquiry into the Principles of Political Oeconomy» 
Book II. Chap. 29, 
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uny longer that the Corficans are to be look- 
ed upon as rebels. It is nobly oppofed by a 
Corfican writer; with whofe words I fhall 
conclude my Account of Corfica. 

* Rebelli ! come non hanno vergogna di 

* dar a noi quefto titolo ? a noi che facciamo 

* la guerra con tanto fpirito di lenita e di 

* dolcezza, che non altro fi ftudia che rif^ 

* parmiare il fangue, i beni, e V onore de' 
^ noftri concittadini ? a noi che hon cercando 

* fe non di liberare la patria della piii ini- 

* qua di tuttc k. cattivita, altro titolo non 

* conviene che quello di falvatori. E poi* 

* che lode aDio dator d'ogni bene, abbiamo 

* gia confeguito Tintento ; poiche abbiamo 

* gia fbrmato in fequela un governo fovrano 
f libero, independente, aflbluto, padrone 

* della vita e della morte di tante migliaja 
^ di fudditi, che Jo riconoicono, ed ubidif- 

* conQ con fcdeka c con preftezza. Avendo 
^ ftabilito fucceffivamente rota e tribur.ali ; 
f giudici e magiftrati ; miniftri ed efecutorl 
^ di giuftizia ; fecrcterie e canoellerie ; aperte 

* ftampcrie^ compofte leggi e ftatuti ; trup- 
f pe e finanze i poich^ fotto al noftra domi- 
f Dio abbiamo torri e prefidi ; caftelli 6 car- 
^ ccri ; armi e cannoni ; porti e baftimcnti, 

* poiche aflblviamo e condanniamo per via 
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* di proceffi e fentenze ,- imponiamo taflc c 

* eontribuzioni ; .improntiamo i noftri figil* 

* li ; fvcntoliamo le noftre bandiere; conce- 

* diamo tratte c licenze ; creiamo notari 1 

* intimiamo guerre; formiamo afledi ; capi- 

* toliamo refe ed armiftizi ; contraflegni >tut* 

* ti di fovranita, e di dominio ? come poflbn 

* pill appellarci gente privata ? [a) 

* Rebels ! are they not afliamed to give 

* to us that title ? to us, who make war with 

* fuch a fpirit of lenity and mildnefs, that 

* our only ftudy is to fpare the blood, the 

* effeifts and the honour of our fellow-ci- 

* tizens ? to us, who feek for nothing but 
. * to free our country from the moft iniqui- 

* tous of all captivities, and therefore well 

* dcferve the title of faviours. And thanks 

* to God the Giver of all good, we have 

* now obtained our purpofe. : for we have 

* now formed a government fovereign, free 

* and independent, with the power of life 

* and death over fo many thoufand fubjeds, 

* who acknowledge it, and obey it with fi- 

* delity and with alacrity. We have now 

* f^cceffively eftabliihed a rota and tribunals, 

* judges and magiftrates, adminiftratours 

* and executers of juftice. We have fecre- 

{a} Manifcft. di Gen. CoUe Rifpoft. di nn Corf, p. 23- 
2 
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* taries offices, and publick archives ; open 

* printing-houfes, laws and ilatutes, troops 

* and finances. We have moreover under 

* our dominion towers and garrifons, caftles 

* and prifons, arms and cannon, harbours 

* and fhipping. Befides, we abfolve and 

* condemn in the regular form of procefles 

* and fentences ; we impofe taxes and con- 

* tributions, we adhibit our feals, we dif- 

* play our colours, we declare wars, we form 

* fieges, we capitulate for truces and ceffa- 

* tions of arms. Are not all thefe the marks 
^ of fovereignty and dominion ? How then 

* can they any longer call us a private 

* band ?' 
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N® I. page 136. 

MANIFESTO 

DEL G E N E R A L E, 

E SUPREMO CONSIGtIO DI STATO 

DEL REGNO DI CORSICA, 



LA giuftizia della noftra guerra contro la repubblica di Genova 
e tanto nota al mondo, quanto la necefUta che ci ha indotti 
a prender le armi per fottrarci dalla piu obbrobriofa, ed infofFribile 
tirannia degl* ingiufti occupatori della noftra ifola, e de nemici 
della noftra liberta. La moderazione, cio non oftante, colla quale 
€1 fiamo fempre diportati in quefto si giufto, e lodevole impegno, 
avendo vieplu riempiti d^orgoglio^ e fatti ogni giomo piu arditi a 
noftro daimo i Signori di Qenova, rende a not indifpenfabile il do* 
vere nel punto che fiaroo per cambiar di condotta a lor riguardo, 
manifeftarne al pubblico li motivi> e le ragioni, onde ognuno fia 
perfuafo della rettitudine delle noftrd determinazioni, e di quella 
equita, che forma il carattere della noftra nazione. 

Da trenta anni che noi fofteniamo la prefente guerra per ifnidare 
affiatto dalla noftra ifola la repubblica di Genova, mai in alcun 
modo avevamo tentato fraftornare il commercio di mare a fudditi 
di quella fignoria, compaftionando di quelli piuttofto V infelice fi* 
tuazione, che Tobligava a viverc fotto un govemo, che per la 
ifte^ fua coftituzione non pud fe non efler tiranno. Ma vedendo 
ora con quanta oftinazione, ed efEcacia la predetta repubblica 8*af* 
fatichi per interdire, e precludere ogni ftrada al commercio marit- 
timo nel noftro regno, prendendo non folamente' co* fuoi Bafti- 
menti armati in Corfo quelli che loro riefcc incontrare di noftra 
bandiera, ma per anche con felice ardimento finora abbrugiando, 
ed infultando quelli delle altre nazioni piu rifpettabili deir Europa, 
che per ragion di traffico fl portino ad approdare, o partano da 
^orti, e fcali a noi foggetti della noftra ifola, E vedendo in fine. 



Digitized by 



Google 



«44 Af9t!Hl>ilt. 

che qucfti noftra lenit^, e contegno niente ^ corrifpofto diUi Aidditi 
Genovefi, e che anche eili inftigai^) il loro principe a privarci del 
beneficio del commercio ccm i|i»liinque btildiera, lafingandofi con 
queftomezso vcdereaffattolanoftra nozionefoffrirnelle loro mani il 
monopolio delle fue foftanze, colle quali fi fono obbligati proTedero 
quel preiidiy Che noi tenisfllo bli)«cati. Per ti4n maicar quv^di d% 
riguardo a noi metleiimi, per toglier gli oftacpli, e proteggere il 
noftro commercio, e per render fenfibile il noftro rifentimento f 
poloroj che Ail mare impunemeilte (inora ci hanno infultati con 
tanto nofbo pregiudjzio { p|pevalendoci del dritto» che ci compete| 
r perch^ I ipfeparabile da quella libert^i che il cielo ha concefia a) 
noftro valore, abbiamo deliberato conceder la facolt^ a qualunqub 
de^ noftrj nazionali, che volefle armar baftimeoti da Corfo contro 
de Genoveii noAri nemiciy e lor bandierai d* inalberare il nottrp 
padiglione dopo aver prefo perd da noi il paflaporto, e le iftruzi- 
oni oppormpe i la quale facolta neir ifteflb modoy e forma« vo* 
lentieri accorderemo ancora a qualunque ftraniere, che voleflfe fe^- 
yirfene contro do* medefimi noftri nemicij e lor bandiera, bonifican- 
dogli, ed aiBcurandogli tutti que* priyilegi, che in uguali circcr- 
^anse fogliono accordarfi agli anpatori. 

Coftretti per tanto da cost preflanti motiriy e lode ragioni a fiqr 
la guerra anche per mare alia repubbliea fioftra nemica, ci pro* 
feftiamo nondimeno yoler ufare il maggior rifpettOj ed i riguardl 
pofRbili a tutti i prencipi delP Europa, e di voler praticare^ ed o(ler« 
yare le leggi, e confuetudini introdotte, ed amraefTe nelle guerf^ 
snarittime anche ve^o de Genoveii^ quando i medefimi colle foltfe 
loro irregolari, ed inumane procedure non ci coftringano ad m^^ 
partarcene. 

Caiinca 20. Maggio 1760. 
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N* 11. page 136. 

D O G E 

<} O V E R N A T O R I, 
£ PROCURATORI 

DELLA RBPUBBLICA DI GENOVA. 

\ 

NJ&LhA d<«eriainasM«e, ja coi fymo til dar« a^ no^i p<^oIi 
della Coriica i contraflegni piu iiulubitati, ed autentfci della 
piitffita nolira tmorevolffZva^ e 4i^ fk^epo dCSderio che abbiamo 
di renderli tranquilli c fdici 5 eflendoci fatte prcfenti le inftanze di 
una gran parte dt detti popoli, abbiamo deliberate di fpedire in 
quel noftro regno una eccellentiflima deputazione munita di tutte 
]e opportune facolta, cd autorizzata in nome della fereniflima noft. 
ra rcpubblica a promovervi efficacemente, cd a fiflare i mezzi dl 
quella ftabile pacificazione, che fu da tanto tempo 1* oggetto delle 
piu vive noftre premure. 

Notifichiamo quindi coi mezzo delle prefenti a* fopraddetti 
noftri popoli, che farannor effi, niuno efclufoy pienamente rimefli 
nella grasia e favore della prefata noftra repubblica col gcnerale 
indulto di tutto cid che puo eifere accaduto in occafione de* mott 
trarcorA : gli accertiamo inoltre della immancabile noftra dirpofizi-^ 
one ad aiHcorare la tranquillita, e la felicita loro col mezzo di rut- 
te quelle graziofe conceifioni^ che fenrano non folo a confer mare, e 
fpiegare Ic precedenti, e particolarmente quelle, che fiirono accoi - 
date in tempo dell' illuftriflimo Pietro Maria Giuftiniano, ma ap- 
tora la ferma intenzione, in cui fiamo, di concedere alia nazione 
Corfa diftinzioni maggiori, ftabilire una retta, ed invariabile am- 
miniftrazione della giuftizia civile e criminale, favorire ed ampliare 
il commerciO) c procurare in fomma alia predetta nazione co] bene 
della pace ogni altro poffibile vantaggio. 

A quefti giuftiflimi fini la prefata eccellentiflima deputazione im- 
pieghera ogni fua cura e penfiero $ ed invitiamo percid non meno 
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tutti i fbggetti piu riguardevoliy che qualunque altro particolare 
del regno a contribuirvi per parte loro con quella fteiTa^aiFezionei 
impegno> e buona fede^ che per parte noftra, e dell* eccellentifiuna 
deputazione vi faranno certamente apportati procurando altresi il 
piu pronto generale concorfo di tutte le pieviy e provincie, onde 
polTa coUa maggior rollecitudine^ concordia, ed uoanimata perfe* 
zionarfi un^ opera, che dev* eflere per i fuddetti noUri popoli di 
fommo intereife, ed importanza. 

In vifta di quanto fopra proibiamo efpreflamente a chi avra cara 
la noftra grazia il recare qualunque danno alie perfone, e bene di 
chiunque fiafi de* fuddetti noftri popoli ; e (iccome ci promettiamo, 
che r opera, e lo zelo di ognuno fi adopereranno efikacemente per 
un oggetto, che tan to intereiTa la repubblica, eU vero bene del reg* 
no, C081 avremo noi prefente il merito di quelli, che con piii di at- 
tivita, e d*impegno contribuiranno a promuoverlo, e ftabiiirlo, 

Dat. in Geneva nel noftro Real Palazzo li 9. Maggio ijSu 

Domenico Maria Tatis Segretario di Stito. 
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N<* III. page 137, 

HISULTATO DEL CONGllESSO TENUTO DA* COltSl 
IN CASINCA, IN OCCASIONB PELL A GIUNTA 
8PEBITA IN €0&SI€A DA' GENOVESI. 

I L G E N E R A L E, 

ED IL SUPREMO CONStGLIO Dl STATO 
DEL REGNO DI CORSICA. 



LA repubblici di Oenava conofcitite infufficienti le proprie Aie 
forze, non che per fottomettercl all* aborrito di lei dominion 
ma ben ancbe per far piu Lunga refiftenza a quelle, cbe ci fomifce 
la noftra unione, ed il noftro invincible attaccamenta alia liberta 
da qnalche tempo a quefta parte, ma fempre inrano non ba mai 
ceflato di tentare cob tutta la maggior «fficacia delle fue impofture 
d* indifporre contra di noi, e ricever foccorfo da qualcbe gran Corte 
d* Europa. 

Vedendofi ora delafa in quefto fuo difegno, e (apendo beniflimo 
riputarfida ogn^uno un dritto dell* umanita il dare una volta quiete 
a quefta nazione, fortemente ellateme, cbe nel futuro congreiTo dl 
paceconiiderata, e la giuftizia della noftra caufa colle noftre Iblenni 
detepninazioni, e V iocompatibilita del fuo govemo col genio dei 
noftri popoli, i prin^ipi d' Europa per non lafciare accefa in feno 
air Italia una fcintilla di guerra non penftno a farla defiftere dalle 
pvetcniioni che oftenta, e che ad altro fine non vorrebbe far valere 
fopra quefto regno, che per riempirlo di miferie, e d* orrore. In 
tale ftatp di cofe feguendo V impulfo della fua pafHone predomi* 
nante di ftragi, e di vendette, ella ha crecjluto non poteril megUo 
opporre alle noftre intrapreie, che animando coUa profutione di 
molto danaroy e coir offerta di gradi militari, e ftipendi alcunl 
uamtni vili, e mercenari, efuli dalla lor patria per le enormit^ 
de* lore delitti ad introdurvifi furrcttiziamente per etcitarvi il tn* 
mnltOt t la difvnionc 1 onde.in apprenAone, d dtftratti noi in upa 
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guerra civile, avefle piu commodo di far valere tl giro d«* fuoi aitr- 
fiziy e nelle Corti^ e nel congreflb di pace. Ed eila tanto piu ¥o- 
lentieri ha adottato cfU^o progetto, 4|UMto cbe nel coagreflb di 
Aquifgrana, allorche i miniftri delle potenae pen&rono a metter 
le mani anche agli affari di Corfica^ aftutamente feppe eludeme It 
^remtiya dbff* «fertiva, the in pbco teiAjfo W-febbe qureUti 1 iHi- 
ihdi-i di 4iieft6 ^0^6^ ClAV i JhsOk fiiduilria v^vtdo atk ^reMtre 
r atten2ione dei^inetci ^ httaesa d»* tAii ItoViiakiy e d^ AM* 
fefti, tmpudentemente a/Terirce, e divulga^ avere finalraente ritro- 
vAto il ft\ezzo,di 1 idurre alia qutete le cofe di Corfica, ed ^at a 
tale oggeito iiiUe ndiieftedellamaggior parte ^ popdif) e ^'pri»- 
cipali della nazione deftinata una giunta di ki fogget^ deN* online 
^enatorio munita di an\ple facolta* e p^r attirarfi ia coofidenza^ cd 
il cT>ncorfb delle pi^ nella citta di B^fdn, %ptt vTti^aivi iltvac- 
tato di pacificazione. 

Noi ani^diH^i <difa|>^trtoAi qutli ]^r raggibne M ttoftio mini* 
ftero col la maggiore ibllecitudiney ed indefcila attenziene fiano 
continuamente applicati^ e vegliamo alia confenrazione delJa voftni 
tnterna tran^iiiUtta, ed a (conoectare i progietti, e r^%iogerei ted* 
tativi de' n^a^ci della noftra tibena» asendo penetrato qocfto Y*«t- 
no ed idea della rtp^>blica di Genova^ non dredcmmo potrr fSk 
lun^m^hte difFerire la citaaione del iblko ^axtouale oongrefl^efpc* 
dtente ^f>eriineittataefEcaeiflimo ia trentily e ^piu aoni di gueit^ 
per confondere rorgoglio, e fraftomar le mifure <k^ Oeiie^& 
Fu ifitintato, e notificato a tutti i^udliy cbe iMoino vt>ce^ ed atH> 
torita fu" i pubblici affari» e fu tenuto col maggfor concorfii dt 
tufti gli ordini^ e rapprtfentaflti ddla naiiofoe nel conveteta di 
S. Francefco della pieve di Csdinca aelle fefiivita di pent«ooftei 
Previiidero il ccd^o iatale della lor maccfaiita i hoftri ncaiielt e ^ 
cero ogni sforza per farlo cadeire a TUOto. D. Filappo GcimaMi 
alia tefta de' banditti^ e fiacinorofi fatti veoii'e appoftatanimtte4b 
Genova in Baftia coll* intelligenza del Mart);»etti> e coU* appaiiM* 
di molti bailimenti fece uno icale in Fiumorbo^eftabiUfli a caTa di 
Sardoi da dove con nunaccie e luilnghey e colla propofizioQe di io» 
iare un reggimepto in ^uella ccHnmarca, fi .peffuafe ipayenlaae. f 
Vuoni patrtottiy e tirare a fe il conoorfo di molti partiti nel difegn^ 
d* inteirompere, occiq>andoci altrove^ il citato co»grcflb» e ftiimrm 
CO61 della congiantura piu propria d* iltvminire i noftii popdf^ t 
« d* elere afliftitidal loro selo, egeneMfiia nel coonmiae hifygtm^ 
. h* tnftantaneo provedtnaentOy che s* oppele'aqve^o prioie tenttfivo 
degli avveriari^ e la prontezza coa cui pceie V aimi per dtM^'Mk^ 
^oj^ia Hberrii totta ^nacQa comaraij vi ioao flgualiMite wadi miim, 
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tiRUo<liim{ttt il ecny^refl^iec^lii piw defidiriibik imanfmTta dt r^ntiv 
M^tH e coHa f«t mMUni ptMitlerasionfe dclle cofe le foe fcflfionv 
tfdie <finiH funmo prefe te ^i fotto liotatc d«libert«ioiii, quafl 
fModi^ fiaiio t itorin« tl' ogn' wiw, e pt t hi lord ifiticra oiTervnnza, 
it^iiiiiiij erf ordifiiMfio ch« fiatio lett^ c pii'bljUcate, ed Mflritk 
CBf ia «e' iuoghi IbKtf, e conftitti, rifcrbandoci fepra afcuni punti 
wk dknmar fuori pi^fc dreoftantiato deftagtio per fod^hfaticmt, cd 
i i t ei H ff civ ia 6t* noftci amatiffiiisi popdti. 

i. «' Ibto decretato ehe fi faccia un maniTefto per mcz^o di cui 
•teMMke qoelli dclfai rq^UWicardi Oefl6va, prbteftando nel mede- 
£ffio^ fch« in alciin lempo nrtrt noi Hon faremo^et cfaic orreeliro a 
ivenittft propoiY^die d* accordo con i Cenovefi, ft ^uefti per pre- 
dnnaah mmrioon«ft<nio landtm Kb*fti, 1* indlptrtdenza del noftro 
«govefiio, ^ ndh cedon« al medtfTimo le poehc pfaize eht ahcor ten^ 
100110 nti fcgito* <|u«lifi«AiMinftria€cordfftiy ed ere^lti, !a na- 
ztooe Cor£t» ed il fuo governo adottera ie mifurepiii prtopr're tf rfe- 
-cflfctti e fori lfm;oare la natural foa eqiiiti, c moderazrobe per in- 
^eoniiara il dcoovot e gl* inter«{{i della repobblica di Geirdvd. 

!!• NoUaf iik prdbabit^ fuppo^stone, che i Gi^hovefi acfckcati dal 
4mo ofgoglio Hon forjiniio pcraderire a qittfti prefJmfttari di pace, 
imt itwteei^i maggioif|rt«itte in iftato di lai-gfi ton plu Tucceflb, c 
i^ro&la gUferra ki dtWitgiienKa del piaito ftSbiKto pet- 1' aiin'o 
^IVArente) I ftato ^tifato, cd a pieni vot! dcfferminato, che fi levi 
^iili «ontlribozion« 4biic(fdinarra, ih virtu d^lla qtfale determina- 
'tfioffie'dairctfnofJliclNrrilieni ftabiH, mobili, o fthi6V£?nli fruttiftri nel 
fegtio ^nk pa^rfe ona Ikaper ogni milletrhfe nc pofledcra in dettt 
tflbtti-per uha (bl yolta. Per fare quefta cfigmia li fignori irtfen- 
dcnd generaliy o altri prefidenti delk camera con una parricolarfc 
"iihvtione fi metteraiino in giro nel prbflimo Venturo iweft d' 
Agofto* 

IIL Per la pii^ pronta (^edizione degU ztfkrt, e per cifere nd 
'hnpt il piu a portata d* invigilate alP interna tranquillity de! reg- 
no ^ ftato conohiaPs € ftabilico, eht il govei^o Aipremo facda fiOW 
la Aiaireiidehza tttlla^tf^ di Corte> e che vi (i debba h'asferire i\e' 
^j^rimi giomi <deir etitrante Giugno, col pernidTb pero al S\g, Ge- 
-ii«aledipot«rfeneappartarec|ii«Mf)rfologiudichi a pi-6pbfito, o per 
'V c^ooaione del pihno ftabilltodelle operaziom di guevra in quell* 
MM, o per mamenerii alia IVontedd nemtco, ed oppodi aifi di hit 
ttntativi. Nel qo^l calb re ftcranno a di Ini carico, e di fua infpe- 
aione particolare il comando, e la dirczrone deir ^mi, U guarni- 
gione de* prelidi, torri, e poftaiKcnti, ed ogni aitio aif.irc aj^aue- 
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Bcaie alia gyem, e nel rc^iote dellt pvbbliche mcombewt pni* 
cedcra il fupremo configlio colla Ibliti^ ftia roprema aytorita. 

IV. Inereado al defidcsrio de* veri amatori dells libcrta, quale is 
•gni eofa vorrebbero cbc avtfie uguaU inftaensay ed ardentemtntt 
foUecitano per )*aboliiiiento di ogni qualuiMiae reitduo dell* antka 
iervitu t become ancora per avcme quel pro£tto che nt ritraf^BO 
gU altri ftati, fi ^ ftabiltto di far coniare cd11« arau del regmo una 
quantitiLproporsionata di moncta di r«nie» e d* argcnto^ per fervSce 
agli ufi correnti dentro il regno. Ifa quale moneta non potta t^ 
fer rtfiutata da alcuno, e nella quale folamente la camera) ed i tri- 
tranali riceveranno i pagameuti, i daii, le tafie ordinaries e ftra*> 
ordtnarie^ condanne^ o altro 5(c. Per maggior comedo de* popoli 
in ogni provincia^ e forfe anche in ognipteve fant deputata una 
perfona, a cui potra rieorrere chiunque per far qualche pagaascnto 
pubbIico» per cui avra bifogno di cambiar moneta foraftiera colla 
correote del regno, o di quelle colla forailiera per il commercio, ed 
tiii fuori di ftato. ^ 

V. £ per viepiu fare fpiccare V iadependeaaa dei noftri tribo^ 
naliy e fupplire in parte alle ipefe della lore maautenzioBer ^ -ftat» 
rtfoluto, che il fupremo govcrno penii a far bollare foUe armi del 
regno una quantita di carta, conftgnandola agP intendentt gtnc!- 
rali delle finanze, coU* tncarico ai medefimi di diftribuime per cia^ 
cuna pieve a proporaione, percbe venga comprata a foldi due, t de- 
narii otto il foglio da chiunque ne avra bifogno. Poiche dal nio^ 
mento che faia diftribuiu per le pievi, quefta cai^ cosi bollata, e 
fara notificato a tiuti per mezzo d* una circolace, non fara riceruto 
come inftromento, 6 fcrittura pubblica, ma fara confiderato na* 
noftri tribunal! come di niun vigore qualunque atto in avreniae 
non fcritto fopra quefta carta. 

VI. E ad oggetto di far piu fenfiblle, e manifefto il giufto noftio 
ri&ntimento contro Don Fiiippo Grimaldi, capo e direttore dc* 
facinorofi felloni, ed emiiTari, le di cui malvagie inclinazioni lo 
condufiero al remo nella fua gioventu, ed a cui la frequenza d^ 
piu enormi delitti contro la patria ha fenrito di icala per arrivaae 
al grado di colonnello della repubblica di Oenova, della quale 6r 
gode la maggior confidenza, il e ordinato, che debba conftruirli la 
£gura d* un uomo di paglia rapprefentante eifo Don Fiiippo Gri- 
maldt, per effere dal miniftro di giuftizia alle forche pifcaine pub- 
blicamente impiccato afiinche vencndo in qualunque tempo ncUe 
noftre forae, (i debba cfeguire il medefimo fupplicio nella di Ini 
propria perfona. 
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Ifli. Ed atteie le fyrcfenti emergeDze, fi e peoP^te incairi^rtt 
colle piu efficact pvcmure i commi£ari> i capitaai ddU armi} ^ al- 
tri pubblici ufliziali della nazione d* arreftare, e confegnare alia 

* gitfftizia tutte le perfone fofpette, o che terranno diicorfi CedmoCi, 
ficcome d* invigilare agU andamenti» e ibrprendere gli emiflari det 
Otnovefi ndle loro reipettive pievi^ e parroccbie, alia qual premurofa 
difpofizione contravcnendo fi efegulranno rigorofamente contno di 

' loro le leggi ftabilite nel congreffi^ di Santo Pictro. 

VIII. Si ibno prefe inoltre le mifure piu proprie^per mantesere 
il bnon ordine neir amminiftrazione della giuftizia« e nella per- 
cezioae, e maaeggio del danaro pubblico, cioccbe ooi fcmpolo^- 
■neQte adempiremo in quanto per ragion del noftip impi«go a not 

^- fpetta^ ed affidaameate invigileremo, che gli altri ancora efeguif- 
cano colla maggior diiigciisai ed efattezza le loro commidloni^ e 

f iocombense. 

No^per ul^ino» amattifimi comp^uriotti, noa ftimiamoncmaKiio 
opportuno d* efcortarvi ad unire alia noftra follecitudine la volbra 
ooftanza, meatre neU* ultimo memorabil^ congreflb fi e tn>ppo ma; 
fiifeftamtnte contradiftinto il voilco zelo per la commune patria^ e 
nei concorrere in taoto numero, e con taato ardore ad abbattere, 
t puiiire r indegtio ribelle Martinetti^ avere abbafta^iza fatta ve* 
dere la voftra fermezza in difenderc, e maatenere la noftra liberta | 
<mde noi fiamo pieni di riconofceozay e di gratitudiae per la vo^bra 
fedelfi e itikort^ c V Europa tutia far^ quindi pcriuaia della inair 
tarabiltaoftra^uaioae, oaediante la quale noi afllcureremo la nofira 
faKckkj ,ed aunseatetemo ftmpre 1* gloria ddla patria. 

Vcfcovatd 24. Maggio 1761. 

Giuftppe Marta Massmi Onm-Caaet Uiere. 
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U" IV. page 137. 

U E MO R I 

AI SOVRANl 
D I E U R O P A. 



NON dovrehbe certaroente lagnarfi la repubblicd di OenofSf 
ifc <fai Oorfi noii fi ^ j^rMIHtb bmt^huf ^k *Maghevictii» e 
|MreH«fte «^MIbm d' arflictHfttre In ti^tH|uft)^l> «4a<clkica l^ro 
f6meii\K« tidP MKtto dd 9 Mlr|fgu»> fpAtfo aittiHtlofiRReiitr in f»dt 
toani dai CctHt mtdsfimK OhkMH|ae<rui p(rfM»'Aif(Mimnp«fteik 
c)ttoftanze1bnere di^fnefto'ed^eio^ fffrllaftfefto ai€<inM&Fe>«he.» 
laitpttbbtiea noii elA^ htmi Mltv^ ^ ben intnpr^dor l*.«m« 
^legiro dr jytegiii' T asivM M Cdr#i Offnire cktie^ hirmn tfano >a 
ititt^ attre 'dttiette^ €fh« a ftiitvli >tt«il^iiliieia|ici* Ijo-ibUvM 
«!lMM^i[KifH>-^-d}f»ri «onM<^clMit>at^fAaiMK^«IMte<k>^ 

gati alcuni lAkfalt Cc^fi, «lie^ Ab%iiiJ^14oidki)<3tnov^ .AflpirMB 
per i luoglii, affine di ammutinar gente } il non aver fatto il mini- 
mo capitale del regno, ma foltantQ del ■ popolo menp illuQunatOy 
fonoforfemezziadattati per dar prtncipio a!li tranquillita, e felicita 
del Corft, owero ad eccitare fra effi lo fpargimento del (angue, e 
4tmdi*'m^bm^iJam^g9Mjm mik^^ls m^fitme prefenti deila re- 
pubblica niente diflimili ibno da quelle che per V avanti baniio 
animato il di lei governo, reib tanto odiofo ai Coriiy qvanto e ftato 
il compatimcntoi con cat ogni fovrano ba rigiiardato le di loro vi« 
cende. N^ accade che piu fi penfl a rifogettargli una nazionci la 
^uale ficcome dalla repubblica riconofce V avvilimento di tutto il 
regno, e Tabiezione de* popoli i cosi eleggei a una morte generofa^ 
piuttofto che fottoporre di ntiovo il cello alP antica fchiavitu. 

Dalla violenza, e dalla forza che potefle accorrere in a}uto della 
repubblica, potrebbe, non vi e dubbio, abbatterfi il valore dei Cor* 
fi, ma non per tanto ii otterrebbe dai Genovefi V intento, perch^ il 
cuorc di quegKnoB perderebbe percio quella connatundelibertaj coa 
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(eui a naice, ed-in vece di fcemarfiy magglormente fi aumenterebb:: 
quella antipatia, cbe divider^ per fempre le due nazioni. £ non e da 
crederfif cbe verun fovrapo voglia coi^tlnii^mente tenerein Corfica 
Mn* armata in piedi per foftenere i dritti di una repubblica^ che ec- 
cetto r invafione^ non ha titolo> che pofTa contrapporfi a quelli che 
irliiaAQo gll altci pot^ntati d' Ejir^a.^ O (ia i* itxiperojpcr rapporio 
al)a Tofc^iMi) o fla ki Francia a oui ikre yoltr^^ Cu igcorj^r^a^ o 
^a la Spagna per i re d' Aragona, o fia la Santa Sede ApoAolica 
di cui fu.tributaria* 

Intanto perp neppure e da porfi in dubbio che 1 re med«mi» ai 
^roni de* quali gia pervenuero i giufti clamori dei Corfi, vogliano 
trafoadare quel drit^o d* ufnaiHti^^ elke pud iftiUare w di loro aiu^ 
mi augufti il penfiero di dare una volta la quiete afia Cornea, col 
lafciarle godere la fua liberty, per cui in ogni tempo ha dimoftrato , 
tanto attaccamento, e per Mi ha £»^n«ti con tanta Ooftdnsa inRi 
guerra cosi difaf^ofa^ o naette^ndolft Ibcto la protezione di quafcb^ 
principcy che la riguardi come figlta^ e che imrtgli ed influ^b^ 
oolU minor gelofia degl* altri ftati nella coniUtuyione del Aio f^ - 
yerno ; oppure adattando qualche altro (pediente poeo meno anaioi^d 
|4U n^tural^ inclinazione de* fuoi popoli, e che coll* Indennita de* 
ioro privilegi, meno^anche s* opponga alle iqirjB politithei ed 4^1| 
pmexu^joni. di^lle fiote^ze intere/Tate, 
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N* V. page 140. 

DETERMIN AZIONI 

PRESENEL CONOR ESSO 

m l^UTT^ I CAPI PRINCIPALI DEL REGNO 

Tenxito in Corte li %i> 14. e 45. di Ottobrc 
I deir Anno corrente X764. 



ATTESE le contiAuate notizie, che ii hanno da tatte !e paitr, 
fembra, cbe non vi iia piu luogo a dufoitare deH* imminente. 
▼enuta in CorHca delle tnippe Francefi, leggendofi perfino iielle 
' pubbliche gaziette il roinuto dettaglio del numero di eflle truppe, 
de* luoghi che dovranno occupare in Corficay del tempoy cbe dor- 
ranno reftarvi, ed alcuni altri articoli concernenti a qttefta fpedi* 
zione. Quindi e che il governo (i e creduto nelta indifpen&bile ne* 
ceflita di convocare un particolare congreflb di tutti i foggettt^ 
che hanno occupata la carica di coniiglieri di ftato nd fupremo gO'-' 
vemo, de* preiidenti delte provincie, de^ commiiTari delle piejfi, e 
di tutti gli altri ^api principali del regno ad oggetto di confultaie 
intomo alle determinazioni da prenderii in rapporto a qutfto ioci^ 
dente trop^o intereflante per la nazione. 

£ febbene vi fia luogo a credere, che le intenziom di S. Maeta 
Chriftianiflima non tendano cod quefta fpediztone a fare dSr^tta* 
noente la guerra ad una nazione, che fempre fi \ fatta preggio del 
plu fincero offequiofo attaccamento alia corona di Francia, e per 
cui altre volte 6 merito la fpeciale protezione A€ di Inigloriofi 
i^redecefTori ; cfTendo pero deftinate le truppe Francefi a niqnire, e 
difendere i prefidi, che ancora ntengono in CorficaiOenovefi, non 
pofTono i Coi fi rifguardarlc, che come unafpecie di tnippe aoiittarie 
della repubblica, finche fpecialmente non fengano loro a nottzia 
tutti gli articoli del trattato di frefco conchiufo colla ftcffa repub* 
blica relative a quefta fpedizionet '^ 
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Affint pertanto di ufare di tutta la poflibile precaozione, e di 
prendere le mifure put conveneToli alia pubblica ficurezza, (i fond 
prefe unanimemente alcune determinazioni contenute ne* feguentt 
articoli. 

* Prsmo. Si formei a una giunta di guerra compofta di vari fog-^ 
getti di tutte le provincie; da nominarfi dal fupremo gorerno, la 
quale fara incaricata d* invigilare per la efatta, e rigorofa ofTer- 
*Tanza deir articolo 34. deir ultima general confulta, rifguardante 
la proibizione di qualunque forta di comraercid co" prefidi neraici^ 
tanto in riguardo air acceflb dei nazionali ai detti prefidi, quanto 
de prtiidiani agli fcali delia nazione, ad oggetto di garantire i popoli 
dalle anguftie di una vicina careftia confimile a quella deir 
annofcor(|6» per mantenere* ed srumentare il commercio introdotto 
negli fcali della nazione, e proYvederd nel tempo fteflb, alia fulfi- 
ftenza delle pubbiiche finanze. Dandofi percio piena autoritm a 
^etta giunta di punire irremiflibilhiente i ddinquenti. 

SicoMdo, Quantunque pofla credeHi, che le truppe Francefi de* 
flinate ora in Coriica non (iano per intraprehdere cofa alcuna in 
pivgiudizio dei diritti della, nazione, e rinnovarvi alcuno degli at- 
tentat! altre volte commeifi con manifefto abufo della confidenza* 
e i)uona fede de* Corfi nella inafpettata forprefa della paludella» 
e di alziprato» e nella refa del Caftello di Sanfiorenzo in mano de* 
nemici $ contuttocio per maggiorroente abbondare in precauzioni^ 
fara lore onninamente vietato V accefTo ai paefi fotto qualunque 
pretefto. Sarii percio ifpezione di S. Ecc. il Sig. Generale di tener 
muniti i poftamenti di frontiera, anche per far valere la giuridi- 
zione, e il dominio della nazione fopra i territori degli fteffi prefidi 
confifcati a favore della pubblica camera come I llato praticato 
iinora. Potra pero il fuprcmo governo accordare il paflaporto a 
qualche officiale Francefe, che lo chiedefle, con obbligo di mani- 
' feftare nella prima generale confulta da tenerfi i motivi della ri- 
chiefta, e della conceflione di tali paflaporti, e di quanto ii fofle 
trattato con eifi Francefi. 

Terxo. Precorrendo voce, che pofla efl*ere fatta qualche propofi- 
aione di pace, o di accomodamento colla repubblica, dovra quefta 
aflblutamente rigettarfi, fi prima non fiano accordati, ed efeguiti i pre« 
liroinari propofti nella general confulta di Cafinca delP anno 1761. 

S^uarta. S* incarica S. Ecc. il Sig. Generale di fare a nome 
della nazione una rifpettofii, ed efEcace rimoftranza a fua M lefta 
Chriftianiflima in rapporto ai danni, che viene a rifentire la nazi- 
one fuddetta per la miflione in Corfica delle fue truppe in un tem- 
p0| che profittando i Corfi della eftrema debolezza de* lor nemici, 
a 
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frapo Col (uinto di erpeUerli kntieranj&ente d^Vi" ifplv i^(ftai\do ptrcio 
jpredufa loro la ftrada ad ulteiiori progr«0]| « yanti^giat^ a] coff^- 
IraifiQ ]a repubblica» che vicpe cyn quefto mezzQ a rimiiV^ncv^ 4(lle 
gravifUme fpefe, che era tenuta fare in Corfica e a metterli cq&i 
>P^gCpj'(nente in iftato di continuare )a gueri^ co,W^ la ^^i^ne* 
^lett^ra in yifta nel l^mpo fteffo a S> M^eft^ jl ^ay^ tp^o f^ij^ 
anmi adietro aU^ n^ione colla refa in mano d^* Oenovf H dfl^ ip\- 
j>ort^nte piazza di ^andorenzo^ coniegnata dai Corii alle fue Uvfoe 
^ffine di cuftodirla^ ^hifdendo di tutto Is^ conYcmyo^ in^eppU* 
^azione. 

Slitinto, ]^ pcrche quefta rimoftranza abbia ma^gipcmente il 
fuo^e0eUO| fara p^ire incombenza di eifo Sfig;. Genera)^ ^*indiril* 
aai^ ^He pot^nze proUttriciy ed ^ipiche della nazionei Aipplicaii- 
dple a volerla coadiuyare colla Ipro mediazione preifp fua N4[%efta 
Chri([[iani^i|n9» e a continuare alia nazipne ftefia Tal^p loro P^« 
droctnio per la conferyazipfie de* iiipi diritti^ e prefoffative di |i- 
bertai e indipendenaf^. 

^efia, £0endo yenuto 9 nfotizia del fupremp |^pyerno» che qt^- 
lunque priyatp indifferentemente fi faccia lecitp ai deyaAar^ i pub- 
blici bofchiy eri^endoyi fabbri< talepto di qualunque forta 

^i legnami^ neU' ay venire fj jk i|;a|;o(a|^epte |l chiunqu> 

«gni nuova erezionc di dette fa &d il taglio di qualiivojB^ia 

l^rta di alberi ne* bofchi fuddet aa nop ne avraottenuta 1§ 

}j^ensa in ifcntto da concederii fupremo goyemo. 

* 
j^iufen^ M^i^lf Ma^sj^&i C^ranrCai^c^Uiere. 
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G E N E R A L E, 

E SUPkEMO CONSIGLIO 

D I S T A T O 

DEL REGNO DI CORSICA, 

AI NOSTRl DILETTIPOPOJUI. 



FR A 1e inceflanri graviflime occupazioni, cl)C fcco porta il go- 
vemo de* popoli alli noftra cura comroefli, una delle princi- 
pili noftre appHcazioni maifenipre e ftata quella di procurare alls^ 
gioTcnhl del noftro regno un pubblico comodo onde poteria i(lruire 
negU iludi delle fcienze divine ed umane, ad oggetto di renderia 
tnaggiormente utile al fervizio di Dio^ e della patria. 

II goremo Gcno^cfc tra le maflime della barbara deteftabil po- 
litica con cui reggeva quefti popoli, fopra ogni altra, (i attenne in* 
Tariibtlmepte a quella di maptenergli nell* incoltura, jt nella ig- 
noranza ; e per quanto fieri (lero le fcienze, e fofTero in pregio 
preiTo le vicine nazioni, ed anche alcuni dc^ noftri nazionali dall4 
generofita de* principi d* Italia foflero prefcelti a foftenere con alta 
jriputazion di dottrina le cattedre piu ragguardevoli nelle univerfita 
di Roma, di Pifa, e di Padova, noi pero eravamo miieram^ntt 
coftrettt a vedere in Corlica i piu ru1;)limi e perfpicaci ingegni, che 
la natura ha dati in ogni tempo, ed in gran numero nel noftro cli* 
ma, 5 a languire fenza cultura, e confumarii nella ofcurita, e nell* 
ozio, o a procacciar con grave difpendio oltremare, e per le con- 
trade d* Europa quel compdo di coltivarn che non era toro per- 
melTo di rinvei:ire nella lor patria. 

La Provvidenza pero, che in tante maniere ha manifeitati fopra 
^i noi i piu renfibili conuraflegni della fua protezione, ha diiEpati^ 

R 
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in gran parte quella nuvx>la di ofcuritl, ehe cotimto ingturMfs^-r 
nentc ci copriva^ c noi fiamo a portau di diiliigannare ii mondo« 
iche non era la Coriioa opel l>9rban> faffef elut vpleafi far credere 
da* Genovt&f nemico dti buOpi fiqdi, e cfelle fcienze. 

L* oggetto pertanto di quefto Boftip editto ^ quello di far noto 
ai poftri'am^tiiEmlpppoli) chfi T univerfi^a dtg^ Audi ideata da 
gA'aA tempo, e fraftonuu 6»4"i dalW circoftjhi4e ioopptrtune def 
tempiy ft aprira 11 giohio tre del pioflimo futiiro Gennajo in queft^ 
citta di Corte, }uqgo prefcelto nell* ultima geperat confulta dello 
fcadutto MaggH^ come il piu- tonM(^ a Mitta^ la^nMidne. 'Qued- 
ppera tan to falutare^ e genqralmente bramata dai noftri popoli, 
Hon av^ per awentura nel fuo ,^omincian|ientg tutta qi^ella per- 
fezlone, a cui (coi^fe tutte U alfte nollre ^ofe, cbe nate da piccoli 
principiif perche guidate dal zelo e dal{a giifftizia, happo avuti 
liotabiiiiBfni a^refpiiyefMi) po^ pcvvsrinr Ofi ,i|ual,ohe tnrfto di 
ternpoy baftapdo ora a noi| cbe yi fiano le fcuole piu peceiTariei e 
le piu proporzionate al prefente bifogno de* poftri popoli. 

A tale clk^to iWkrtib ^refoeM i piurttltiHf e4a^c^ditati pro- 
feffoji, che oltre 1* eflere bepemeriti della pazioneper molti altri 
^tohV nop per jayidita. dl lucre, o per alettameoti di vaPit^ m^ 
poftati da un puro e ilncero iefo del pubblico bepe, ii^piegheratxlci 
pra^ di Buon animp le loro ftudiofe fatiche ad ifttu&e nella maiuera 
i)iu d;eMefabile la giofeptu, fpfegpapdo ^iornalnj^ritte pelle pubv 
bliche fcuole deir upiverfita le ieguepti facolta, e fcienze. 

r. ta ^eologii Scolaftica Dommatica, on^e i principii delta re* 
]>gionc> e 1^ dottrinie della caetoljca chieta farani^o fpiegat6 cop 
t)r6rita e Ibdezza, e il profeflure fara ajtresf una leziope fra fettiy 
in in a dl Storia Ecclefhii^'ca. 

Ir. LaTeologia Morale, ip cuifi 4araRP0 i pr^et,ti,.e le re* 
gole piu Hcure della C"ftiana morale, e in un giprpo d^lla ietu- 
)Maha (i fara la conferenza di up Cafo pratico relativanaepte allb 
hjaterie infegnatc. 

Ur. Le rHitu^e dlvile e ^anopica, o^cfi motlre^l V origip^e U 
'^erb /piritb dcTIc Teggi, per il miglior ufo delle medefimfe. 

IT. t' frtica, ffcienrza utiliffima per apprendere.le rcgpic dcj 
l^ubh duitome, e la maniera^di ben g^uidarfi pel djHereiiti iin^iegbi 
M\^ fociefi civile^ e comprendqa altresl la CQgnizjone delJDiritt^ 
deira NatUra, e dellc Genu. 

It", ta ^ilofofia fccopdo i fiftemi pju plaWibili del mo4eriM 4r 
Ipfofapti, ftil profciforc dar| altfeff i gripcijpii d^Ha ^a^fi^tica^ 

yi.. La Kcttorica, , 
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la Pratica tanto Civile che Crimtnale. , . . " /• i j •• 

> be, M: |«fr ^ 4i€(^M#'Aniife'llt(Hi!i^ dH^ 

bafteiu una mediocre cognizione ddla lingua Lalina peir V idlM^^ 
genta delle materie, aUe quali vorranno appticare. 

Invitiamo pertanto tutti ^ i gioYam iltdipf|- 4iil ftoAt-^ i<|vlo> 
tanto eccleiiaftici cbe lecolart, a profittare di una occafione si van- 
taggiofa* che loro prefentiamo : e fopratutto vogliamo perfua- 
d0n0i^dMril9birfr^^f4iM^/clf i* ffl«^<9f fitmdo vorranno t:oncor- 
rejrvi i giovani delle famiglie piu ragguardevoli e facoltofe, alia 
coltura dei quali eflfendo principal mente dirette le noftre foiled-' 
tudiniy avremo cura fpeciale, che vi fiano per loro fcuole propor- 
sionate, ad oggetto di forairli delle neceflarie cognizioni per abl- 
litarli alle pubbliche cariche di conftglieri di ftato, di prefidenti* 
auditoriy e confultori delle giurlfdlzioni e provincie, e agli ahrt 
ragguardevoli impieghi della naeione, ai quali avendo efll fpeciale 
diritto di afpirare^ devono moftrare nel tempo fteffo un maggiore 
impegno di contradiftinguerfi nella coltura de* buoni ftudii, per 
renderfi atti a foftenerli con dignita t oltrcdiche ritrovandofi efH 
in vicinanza del fupremo governo, e preflb fua eccellenza \f Sig. 
Generate faranno altresi a portata di dar (aggio del loro valore, e 
bravura in tutti gli incont'ri» che ne faranno loro prefentati per 
fervizio della loro patria. 

Ed affine di maggiormente eccitare la ioro emulazione, per 
viepiu aumentare e proteggere i pubblici Audii, e favorire chi gli 
coltivay feguendo in cio la ma/Hma di tutti i faggl govern i, 'fi 
prenderanno da noi le piii efficaci mifure perchi alle cariche tan- 
to civili che ecclefiaftiche del noftro tegno ilanb fempre preferitt 
quelli che avranno lode vol mente fatto, o faranho attua! mente H 
corfo dei loro ftudii in quefta noftra univerfita. E pdich^ (lamo 
rimafti gravemente commofli in vedere ogni anno ufcire'dal re^o 
un numero troppo grande de* noftri eccleiiaftici per pafiare in 
Terraferma a titolo di farvi i loro ftudii, reftando ora evacuato 
quefto preteftoy facciamo loro fapere, che in V avvenire non fi 
concederanno piu paftaporti per Terraferma. 

Si daranno finalmente gli opportuni prow^imenti per age- 
volare ai giovani ftudenti tutti i maggtori comodi in quefta citta, 
ed^il minor difpendio, che lia poftibile tanto in riguardo agliallo- 
giamentif cbe ai viveri, ed applicheremo a rintracciare I mezzt piu 
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propriiy midt fvpfriire in ijililchc ptrte alia iiiffiAtiiia dej^ ftu«» 
denti ptu poveri. 

, Siperche ^efto noftro editto ptArenga sL ndtisia di nij|^» vo|^ 
liamo che fe ne traihietta copia a tutd t Podeia maggiori del 
regno, ordinando loro di pubbUcarlo» ad afiggcrlo ne* luog&i 
folitj. 



Dato in Cortt ai %$ NoTcmbre 1764* 

Giiifi^pe Makia Massbsi Oran-CaacdUera. 
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r o tr R N A h 

OP A 

TOUR 
CO R S 1 C A. 

HAVING refolve4 to {)afs fame y«rs 
abroad, for.njy initrudion and en-* 
^ertaipment,, I conceived a defign of vifiting 
the iHan4 gf Corfica. I wifhed for fonTtc-*- 
tiling more than juft the common courfc of 
what is .calle4 the tour of Europe j and 
Corfica occurred to me aa a place which no 
bpdy elfe had fcen, and where I fhould 
find wh^t was to be feen no where elfe> a 
people adqally fighting for liberty* and 
forming tbcmfelves froni 9 poor inconfider* 
abl? ppprefTed nation* into a flourifhing and 
iodepe^deqt ftate. 

When I ^ot into Switsserland* 1 went to 
(efi. M* RouiTeau. He wes then Jiving m 
rom^intick r^irenient# from whence^ pej?- 
haps, it had been bette? for him never to 

R4 
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h4ve (kfcended*. Wluyic he was at'^ dii^ 
tance, bifi fingnkr eloqttence filled our mindsr^ 
with high ideas of the wild pbilofopher. 
When he came into the walks of men, we 
know ala* 1 how tntich thefe ideas fuffered. 

He OBtertained me very courteoufly ; for I 
was recommended to him by my honoured 
friend the Earl Marifchal, with whom I had 
the bappincis of travelling through a part oT 
Germany. I had heard that M. Roufleau 
had fome correfpondence with th^ Carficans, 
and had been defired to affift them in form* 
ing their laws. I told him my fcheme of 
going to vifit them, after I had compleated 
my tour of Italy; and I infifted that he 
fhouid give me a letter of introdudlion. He 
immediately agreed to do fo, whenever I 
Ihould acquaint him of iny time of going 
thither ; for he faw that my enthufiafm for 
the brave iflanders was as warm as his own. 

I accordingly wrote to him from Rome, 
in April J 76 5, that I had fixed the month 
pf September for my Corfican expedition^ 
and therefore begged.of him tofend me the 
letter of introdudlion, which if he refufed> 
I fhouid certainly go without i^ and pro- 
bably be hanged as a fpy. So let him an,- 
fwer for the confequences* 

4 ' 



Digitized by 



Google 



TO -CORSICA. «65 

Tlie.wikl phfldfopher was a man of his' 
Virofd ; and on my arrival at Fbrcnce in 
Attgiift^ I deceived the following letter. 

A MONSIEUR, MQNSIEUR BOSWELL, &c.^ 
•A MoTiERs k 30 May, 1765 J 

* LA crife orageuffe ou je me trouve, Mpn- 

* fieur, dcpuis Votre depart d*ici, m'a ot^ le 
^ terns de repondre a votre premiere lettre, 

* et me laiifle i peine celui de repondre en 

* pen de mots a la feconde. Pour 'm'en tenir 

* i ce qui prefle pour le* moment, favoir la 
^ recommendation que vous defirez en Corfei 

* puiique vous avez le dcfir de vifiter ce^ 

* braves infulaifes, vous pourrez vous infor- 

* mer ^ Baftia, de M. Buttafoco capitainc 

* au Regiment Royal Italien ; il a fa maiTon 

* ^ Vefcovado, ou il fe tient affez ibuvent. 

* C*eft un tr^s-galant homme, qui a des 

* cpnnoiflanccs et de Tefprit ; il fuffira de lui 

* montrer cette lettre, et je fuis fur qu'il vou^ 

* receyra bien, et contribuera a vous faire 
' voir rifle et fes babitans avec fatisfadion, 

* Si vous ne trouvez pas M. Buttafoco, et 

* que vous vouliez aller out droit a M. PafT 
^ cal de Paoli general de la nation, vous 

* pouvez egalement lui montrer cette lettre. 
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. * tt Je Aim fw» copfioii^t la oobldfe -xbifiMi 

* cara^^* qi» Kww ^DBc trbsrcoecfiift «l9 

< fon.»fcu«i}: voiis pedrnsx lui dk& ts$mtt 
' que vous ^tes aim^ de Mylord Marefchal 

< d'EcoiSe, et que Mylord MareTefatd eft un 
' de$ plni 9cih f»Hicum de la nation Corfe. 

* Au rcftc T0U5 n'ay«R beipin d'wtrc! »»■» 

< i:9Q)|i)endatipo pr^$ de C9ii MciBeurs qu« 

* votrc prpprc m^ift?> 1^ wUw Cor/c etafit 

* natmeUcp^ept A accuoiDfiQte ^t & ho^i-r 

* tali^rip> qUi? tpu$ les ctfa^t^^rs y foi^t bipn 
« venu? et careflTe*. 

« « 4( ' « « « «^ ^ 

« J3o»6 et hc«rW3? vqysges, (jmte, g!^ti 

* et promt rctewr. Je vpus cmlw^c Mw-r 

J. J. RpysfE/vir, 
TO Mr. BQSW^I.1, &?. 

* THE ftormy cri|»s in which I have found 

* myfejf, fince your departare from this, 

* has not allowed me any leiflire to anfweir 

* your ^r(l letter, ^d hardly allows mc 

* leifure to reply in a few words to your 

* fecond. To confine myfcif to what is im- 

* mediately preiling» the recommendation 

5 
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5 whkh yPtt P& for Cofifie* ; fi^ce you Jiave 

* A difir* to ^fit th©ft hr«vf iflaadcrs, yoti 

• may «n^if# tl ^iA>a fcr >*. Buttftfcco, 
' captain of the Royal Italian Regiment ; 
f|)i? bpjufc is «t'Vlpfcc)ir«4o, where he re- 

• fides pretty often. He is a very worthy 

# jnaB, ;ndib»i both kfibwkdge and genius ; 
f it.ivilihfiiiifiidietiCtQihew him thisletter^ 
f and I am fum he wtU reoeime you weU> 
^ and wtil contribute to }et }^m fee the 
f ifland and its inhabitants with fatisfluftioti* 
^ If you do not ^^^ ^- Batt^foco, and will 
^ g^^ diwiEtly to M. Paicai Paoli General of 
f jthe iraliiw» yoa may in the fame manner 
f Omw him this letter, ^id as I know tb« 
^ nobl«iie6 of his chlrafter, I am fiir« yo^ 
f will be very well pleaiSbd at your reception. 
^ V^ may e^n tell hkn that you are like4 
' by My Lord Marifchal of Scotland^ an^ 

* diat My Lord Marifchal Is one of the 
t Hioft zealous partifans of (heCorfican na- 
< don. You need no other recomfn^dationt 
I to |lid§ gen^men but y^Mir own merit, 
t the Corftgans being paturally fo courteous 
t aind Iw^fpitabl^^ that all Grangers who 
*come among them^ are made welcome 
t end careiTed. 

* ^ ^ m m ^ : ^ 
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* 1 wifh you agreeable an^ forti^ale tfa- 

* vels, health, gaiety, and ^ fpeedy rltdrii; 

* I embrace you Sir with all ihy heart* ' 

' ' JoHM James Rousseau* 

Furnifhed with thefe credentials, I Wat 
impatient to be with the illuftrious^ ChieU 

The charms of fwcet Siena detained rhfc 

... \ 

longer than they fhould have done. I rci 
quired the hardy air of Gorfica to brace m&, 
iaftcr the delights of Tufcany* ^ 

I rccoHiedt with aftbniflimcnt how Httfe 
the real ftate of Corfica was known^ weft 
by thofe who had good accefs to know itf. 
An officer of rank in the Britifh navy, w^ 
had been in feveral ports of the iiland, told 
me that I run the riik of my life in going 
among thtfe barbarians ; for, that his ftur* 
geon's mate went aOiore to take the divcr- 
fion of (hooting, and every moment was 
alarmed by fome of the natives, who ftart* 
cd from the bu(hes with loaded guns, btA 
if he had not been proteded by Cdrficah 
guides, would have certainly blown out his 
brains. •: 

Niiy at Leghorn, which is within a diiyt 
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failing of Corfica, and has a conftint inter- 
courfc with it, I found people whp diiTuaded, 
me frpm going thither, hccaufe it might hp 
dangerous. 

I was however tinder ik) apprehenfion in 
going to Corfica.; Count Rivarola the Sar- 
dihian conful,. who is him&lf a porfican, 
affuring me that the ifland was then in a 
very civilized ftate ; and befides, that in tht 
rudefl times no C<^caiiwou(ld ever attaclj: 
a ftranger. The Count was fo good as to 
give me' moft obliging letters. to txxmj 
people in the ifland* I had now been in 
feveral fore^n countries. I had found th^t 
I w^as able to accommodate my felf to. my 
fcllow-creatares of different languages, and 
ientiments. I did not fear that it would be a 
difHcult tafk for me to make myfelf eafy 
with the plain and generous Cqf^ans« 

The only danger I faw was, that I might 
be taken by fome of the Barbary Corfairs^ 
and have a tryal of flavery among the 
Turks at Algiers. I fpoke of it to ConamQ* 
dore Harrifon, who conunanded the Britif|| 
fqiiadron an the Mediterranean, and jutras 
then lying with his (hip the Centurion, 19 
t^bayof Leghorn. He afTurcd me, that if 
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-iAH Ttft^ did ttbe »e, thtf t^oMlkillt 
keep me tony ; bur in order to pnveirb n, 
Ise Wi^ (6 giMd » to gf SMC 4»r at yjry atiy it 
and particular paflport ; and as it oxttAi ha 
4£ n&vSe'ii lAiirtai tmct tha C6t&ars> he 
{^i4 v«jry filtii£it)tlf ' ^ketv Bs giv«) i<raiif» 
'■ I Htxpe^ Sii;^ lb will heat no, u6t to yodJ 

^efyte I fed lA^Mikyl coiAd uMarttt, 
thit tOf tbvic vrw laakod vcpokt h^ Ateittr- 
Ibii f(MtKiwi» m s vety ftrraus- lights, iaii 
ttvAf I had a cvaataSSlcfn- iflfm, mf.Q^StrU 
TO ttegobiJtB ai trcai|f #ith: the Gorfiaa^e. 
the ffibn f dUK^ftned-aKyfcKth 1iliiing»-' tbe 
tmti thef pctlfivecedl ztt: affiraraig^ii » aadr T 
tras Cbofidsrod MnvwfohCei yoMf oMUf. 
I thooefose dJonred thcdr ta in»k« a^mlbj^ 
^er* df me, ttUftinr flkcmM «Mdtceiw» diism;* 
- I fiifed frosA' :Leghof»iii a Taif a«f votfdk 
whicb wa« pokig ever tt^ CafKf Cokb- ^ 
itviflle. i pheforred tt^s ^a-^fiei goifiif to 
QafOay bocadrfc^; a» I did »9^1|umw bour^tbf 
Prcndi! gsnevaV v^s afFb^«d towM'^s tbf 
Gorfioafit/ I.v^- 4fiNli() thckt> hemigkl AM 
pemi«t tab tfar^ fitrvitacdrtt) P^oK. 1 (b«c«^ 
iibre rbfedvedrto'knd ^R'Khe'MfriMrifia-n^ fihit 
nation, atrisiftetfl IMI bbin'^IkllKf ittiHV 
tritnisiQUe^torp^ i}^ rdfrei6Vs<to*tl>« Frtodl 
if I fhould fipd it fafe. 
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TlioAgl^ |^0n» Leghmn to Corlioa^ k uTih 
ially but one day '8 (oiling^ there Iraa fo dead 
% a^xA that k |0«k us tH^o day»4 The firft 
i^y ^at tht oioft t^dtoni. I^bw^ref theid 
were two oc tfare# Cerficdfil tbotf 4^ aikl 
pae of tbfiin fds^iid oa the Cki^ai which 
amu£ed me a good d^al. At Au^fet all the 
people ia the (hif fiing the Ave Mw»» with 
great d^otiOA and fodate melody^ It was 
pleafii^ to eater into the fpiFit of their f eU- 
gioB, anid heeai^ the^^ ofEeriDg up^lAieir even^ 
ingoriibos. 

The iecond dajy we became better ac- 
iq^uaintedr su^d morp Kvely axxd chearfuL 
The worthy QorikaRS thought h was pro^ 
per to give a moca^ \c&aL to a young tra^ 
veller juft C091P fron Italy'. They told mc 
^ha£ ia their country I ihould be treated 
^with the greateA hofpitahty j but if I at*- 
tempted to debauch- any of their wooien^ I 
^jxight hy my a^^count with inflant death. 

1 employed myielf feveral hours in row^ 
\ngr wbichr ga«7e me gr^at fpirits* I reli^ 
pd i\A\f toff approaQh to t|ie ifl^nd^ whicl| 
)iad. acquired 'ai> ynufDQl grandeur ia my 
jia^ginati^n. As long as I can remember 
fOiy thiflg, I have heard of ' The malecoa- 
f tonts of Corfifa, with Paoliat their head^* 
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It was a curious tbought that I wa^ j«ft ^^* 
ing to fee thein. n . 

About feven o'clock at Digbt^ wo landc4i 
fafcly in the harbour of Ccnturi. I learnt . 
that Signor Giaccomini of this place, to 
whom I was recommended by Count ^iva* • 
roloy was juft dead* He had made a hand- 
fome fortune in the Eail Indies ; andharn 
ing had a remarkable warmth- in the cauie. * 
oC Jiherty duriflg his whole life, be Shewed 
it in the ftrongeft manner in his laft wiH, 
He bequeathed a coniiderable fum of mo^ 
ney, and fome pieces of ordinance, to the 
nation. He alfo left it in charge to his heir, 
to live in Corfica, and be firm in the patri- 
otick intereft ; and if ever the ifland flKDuld 
again be reduced under the power of the ; 
Gcnoefe, he ordered him to retire with aH 
his effetas to Leghorn* Upon thefc condi-t - 
tions only could his heir enjoy his eftatfe, 

I was direfted to the houfe of $ignor-i 
Giaccomini*s coufin, Signor Antonio Anto*- 
netti at Morfiglia, about a mile up the coun*-. ; 
tiy. The profpcft of the mountains coKret- 
ed with vines and olives> was e:(trei»cly 
agreeable; and the odour of the myrtle aodt 
other aromatick fhrubs and flowers that grew 
all arpuqd me> w«s very refreihliig*. As I 
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iSrrfteA*l6!ig, 1 of^nfmr Corficaii'peaftntsC 
come Suddenly out from the covert ; and as, 
they Were* all armed, I faw how the fifight- 
ened imaginatioil of the furgeoii's mate had/ 
jcai^fed lip fo many affaffins. Even the man 
who^ carried ray bj^gagc'Was armed, aftd had' 
I been timorous might have alarnied nae.^ 
But he and I were very good company to 
cacfc other. As it grew duflcy, I repeated^ 
to my&lf thefe lines from a fine paifage in 
Ariofto. 

' £ pur per kUe ofcure it caUi 6bliqui ^ 

Ifi&cme vao, fen^ fofpetto averil. 

Ariost. Canto L 
Togcdwr through dark w6od$ and winding ways 
Th^y walk» nor on their hearts rufpicioa pieys^ . ^ 

I delivered Signor Aiitohetti the letter 
for his deceafed coufin. He read it, and re- 
ceited m« with unafFeded cordiality, rtiak-* 
ing an apology for, my frugal entertainment, 
but ^fibring me of a hearty welcome. His 
true kindly hofpitality was alfo fhewn in 
takiri^ care tif my fervant, an honeft Swifsi 
who loved t^ eat and, drink well. 

1 hsid fornaedr a: ftrange notion Aat I ' 
flio«4d fee eveiy thing in Corfica totally dif* 
ferent from what I ha4 ften in any other 
coumry* I was therefore much furprifed to 
find Signer Antonetti*s houfc quite an Italatt '^ 
S 
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mt, V9ith ttry goad f^amtatc^ ^iatc^ anil 
ct)pfes of feme <y£ 'At fawknx^ pi<a3«res. fel 
partKHilaTi I was il^ick to liiid lieK a (hiait 
copy&om Rftpluvd) of St. Michael and tlie 
Dragon. There wa& no neoefSty for i!t» 
feeing weB 4©ne/ To fte the thing at all 
was what forprifed me, 

Signor Antonetti gave me an excellent 
hght repaft> and a very good feed. He 
fpbkt with great ftrengdi of die patrioticfc: 
caufe,-and with great veneration of Ac Ge^ 
neral. I was quite eafy, and lifeed much 
the opening of my Corfican tour. 

The next day^ being duoday^ vt rained 
very hard ; and I muft d>ferve that Ae Cor- 
&c€^m witSi an dieit refolotion, ai^ afraid of 
had weadier, to a degree of eilfemioacy. I 
^ot Indeed a droll but y^ acocmnt of diis^ 
from oiie of them. * Sir, ikid he^ if you we» 
^ a» poor as aCoffican> ^and had but bne 
^ toat,^ ib a^ that after being wet^ jnm co«dd 
f not put on dry cloathfls, ytoii wodki be^a-^ 
*^fraid too.' Signor AntoiMtti would *ot 
allow tn6 to let c^ Whik k^ftfined, for^iaid 
he, ' (^ando £ trota £tiofi>, patianfea ; inatSl 
* andare fuori h c^tivo. If ai wian firidt^ 
< htmTi^ abroad, ihefpe Is f» help for it«. 
« But to go dcJiberatefyoat) ie^^^wimich/ 
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Wh» ^4^ grew « littl» l?et«r, I ^Mf-. 
«HSDipftntfid Sigi¥ir Ai^tonetli and hi&fan^ily, 
tci hear ma& in the parHh churcb^ a. y&^yi 
ftdity Httk huildNig^ ^bQtt( hitl| » qViUrteif 

Signor Airtoaetti^t pari0) pfi«]gb. w^ tq 
|>tfaoh to u^ at ¥r4udb I ^^ OKoch plea^9<iU 
being very curious t'b henc 9 C<?ffe* fcr-^ 



> OurprieftdtdTCi^'WCiU, Hi$Se«tw0^tA 
lihe Pfidauu * DerGendnnt id infeniyni vtr 

* nenttfs. Thcgr go dovn ftUw iotq the pit.' 

After efukivvovitEig tP mqv^ our ^a^i^^ 
lHilh.a4e&«tiM}0ft 9£ thiet hpr^^Mir? <^ hel|, ho 
told tis^ ' Saint Cftth»rioe of ^km wiih94 tp ho 

* laid on the mcnth of this dre^i^ul pit» thrit 
< fhe might'ftop it ap* f» a^ dq morf w-« 
f happy ihuk ihoold fftU into it; J confers, 
^ my breduen^ I h«v« Hon the ^eal c^ holy 

* finnt CithfffinA. B<m (jlo wh^t I cai^i I 

* wftott you. how to woid it* Ho Uwn gw«. 
05 ^ime good pntdis^ a4vic«$ «Nid cpfi" 

..The yrraiikep hfiifig iww <;k*F«4 up, I 
took Imw of tho worthy gfRjlerow t<;» whopi 
Iihtid-bwii » ^eft, ^ gaye iqie a letter to 
S4gi»r PM»ii«o Top^ F^dce 4«1 Comr 
mune at Pinp* the next village. I got a 
S 2 
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thttn with in ifs to carry my ^^jgg^g^* Sut 
fitch a toad I never faw. It was Ub(blutely^ 
fcraAibling along the fade of a rock over- 
hanging the fca, upon a path fometimcs not 
above a foot broad. I thought the afs ra- 
ther retarded me i fo I prevailed with the 
man, to take my portmanteau and other 
things on his badk 4 '^. ^ 

Had I formed my opinion of Corfica from 

i^hzt I faw this mbrhing, I miight have been 

hi ki b^ htimoiir with it, -as Seneca wa^, 

whofe reflexions in profe are riot inferiour 

. to his epigrams. ' Quid tarn nudum iiArc- 

* niri poteft, quid tam abiruptum undique 
^ quam hoc faxum ? quid ad copias refpi- 
^ cienti jejunius ? quid ad homines imman'>> 

* fuetius ? quid ad ipfum loci fitum horri- 
*dius? Plures tamen hie peregrin! quam 

* cives confiftunt ? ufque e6 ergo commuta- 

* tio ipfa locorum gravis non eft, ut hie quo- 
^ que locus a patria quofdam abduxerit (a). 

* What can be found fo bare^ wha| Co rugged 

* all around as this rock ? what more, barren 

* of provifions ? what more* rtide as to its 

* inhabitants ? what in the very fituation of 

* the -place more horrible? whfit'in climate 

* more intemperate ? yet there are more fb- 



(a) Seneca de CQnfo}atione. 
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^^ »igiipfs than natives here. So far then is 
5 exchange <&f |^ace from being difagreeable^ 
^ -that even this place hath brought fome 
^ people away from their cpuntry / 
•i At Pino I was ijurprifed to find myfelf met 
by fome brifk young fellows dreft like Eng- 
glifh failors, and fpeaking Engliih tolerably 
well. They had been often with cargoes 
©f wine at Leghorn^ where they had picked 
iip what they knew of our language, and 
taken clothes in part of payihent for fome 
of their me^'cbandife. 

; 1 was cordially entertained at Signor Tof 
mafi's. Throughout all Corfica, except in 
garrifon towns, there is hardly an inn. I 
met with a fisglexwiei about eight miles, from 
Corte. , Be&iie:! wag accuftomed to the Cort 
£can hofpitdky, I fometimes forgot m3rielf, 
and imagining I was in a publick houfe, cal-? 
led for what 1 wanted, with the tone which 
one ufes in calling to the waiters at a tavern; 
1 did fo ^t Pino, afking for a variety >of 
things at once; when Signora Tomafi per- 
ceiving my nuftake, looked in my face and 
jfgtiiled, faying with much calmnels and good 
iB^iijrc, * Una .cofa dopo un altra, Signore^ 
>r9ae Jhing after another. Sir.' 
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in -i^riting this Joiiraal^ I -ibiUtiiot ikemf 
readers, with rdatmg the occuntnccs tif ^adi 
particidbir tlaj^. It will be mwk nierejH'* 
greeable to ijiem^ to ImvQ ttfAse a{id cofMi'^ 
mied accotiM of ivhat I f;|^ tir h&crd^^ tifioft 
WDTihy bf i)bfenrati(». *^ 

\Eor ibme time, I hud vtety curious Jter^t^tU 
img^ tnoftijr qti ibot, dQ4 afetotided ^y a $bwt 
|>le <2)f ftoQt w6meil| whot i^acrled ffljr Ing*^ 
^age upiHi thbir beads, £Hreiy itiim^i^tl 
{^rcj^ncd tDT&t;€mt from n willi^ I coulda&l 
help laughing, to fee tbe|;ood fMfit es^gv 
tobavte m!fr ^ttipage m op^^ ai^ roadng 
out, *>l;eI>oiinDe, L^DoQiie, Tilt W^mtfti^ 
ITheWomen:' 

^ I hs4 &)1 loifttfse qmd ^ *boft ojs^pcttttui* 
ffes ^0 olsfervse evety tiding, in ^y pro^p^ 
^r<ragh cbe jQaruir | wi^tslodjg^bdiibmetra^ 
in jprivacte ^ooics, f uiiie tftu e s in coiri^hts, 
|)eing 4^Nr%(7S we}l TecQnvuended fj^am |fltoe 
to place, Tl^e firil coiitcnt in iwdiidi i h^ 
toas^"^ Canarif }t a|^a(»d :a Itttk add at 
firft Bat I ibonle:ui|t to repair ta'tp^dor-fr 
hi|tar^ts «vatur^^j|s i£|iM h^m^^^auf 

The convemsr^wef^fitAd^ikaaxit'lt^ 
fuite4 to the (#(^ri^a^iif'i<i^ 
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Ijitttrta; Thft rdigioiw whoi dwwitly fn*f 
ifammr to ^ walk with Gop/ are often 
tor^ipd wtfa wiUery by thofe wfei^m plc^fwrQ 
4;^ bufinefe prevent fiiom'thinljuag Qf future 
a»l meipe ^exalted 9bje<a^. A Iktle cxpe- 
lieiice of ij)c feremiy aad pea^e of xnindi tj) 
Ve foMtd in coaventat would be of ufe to 
tomper «b# ^ flf mea of the worfd. 

At Patrw^^mio I fo^ad tbe feat of a pror» 
tuwial jOMgiftriKy- Tfee chief judge waip 
tbi»^ and emtrtained »« rery wejl* UpQO 
s^ arrh^ the <;aptain of the guvd c^m^ 
pat^ and . dcmmuial who I wa$? I re|^ied 
^Inglejfe ilSagliih/ He looked at mt fa^ 
f^oufly^ and dien &id in a tone betw^a) re* 
gmt and uphraiding, ' Iagleie> c'erano i.no-» 
^An^^xmd$ ma oon Ic fopo fuu. The Ea^ 
f giifli/ they were tnhct coir friends ^ hut 
^ tlmy are ib 3K> more/ I fdt ibr my coun* 
try, and wae ahaihed before this honeft 
foldier- 

At Ok|«a I vifitcd Count Nicholas. Ri* 
van)la, brothtr to iny. friend at LegWn. He 
ttmivtd :mji virkh great kindnef^^ and did 
every thing in his power to make me e^^ 
{found here a Corficaii who thought better 
of the 'B»ltifh;.than the captain of the guard 
»t PatrlmoniOt Up talked of our bombard^ 
,S4 ' ■ 
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ing: Sail Fiorcn^o, in favour of the patriatt/ 
and willingly gave me his horfe for the s3^ 
ternoon, which he faid J;e would not hare 
done to a man of any other nation. 

When? I came to Morato, I had the plea-^ 
fure of beiiig made acquainted with SigncMt? 
Barbaggi, who is married to the niece ^ 
Paoli. i found him to be a fenfiWe int^ 
Ugent well-bred man. The mint of (>Spfioa 
wa$ in his houfe. I got fpecimewfiol. their 
diiF^i^nt kinds of money in filveif and coprt 
per, and was told that they hope4 4ri a y?ai: 
or two to ftrike fome gold coiilsu / Si^or 
]^baggi's houfe - was. rjcpairiptg, fo^ I vrta* 
lodged in the convent, But in th^.monung 
returned to bfeakfaft; and had choeol^tcii 
tnd at dinner we had no Icfe fhan tvrelye 
wellrdreft difhes, ferved on I>fefiien china, 
with a deferti difffereht forts of ;winc and. a 
liqueur, all the produce of CmAcz^ Signot 
B^rbag^i was frequently repeating to me, 
that the Corficans inhabited a. nsde^uneulti- 
vated country,: arid. that *hj^ lived lik^ Spar?^ 
tans. I begged le$tv^ to aik him in. what 
cptintry he. could flaew myc i^efttec liwury 
than I had feea in his houfe; and I feid I 
fliould certainly tell wherever I^nt^ what 
fables the Corficans kept, notwitliftfiii^ding 
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dfefr pittehfions to povifcrty and temperance-! 
ft gddd deal of pleafantiy pafled upon this: 
His Iddy wa$ a gcAtcer w6man, and appear- 
ed to be agreeable, though very fcfervecl. 

. i^fom Morato tb Corte, I travelled throogh 
a xvild mountainott^ ipcky country, divcrfifi^ 
ed xvith fome large vsdleys.' I got little 
beafts for me and my fervant, fometimei 
hdrfesy bur oftener riniles or affes. We had 
IK) bridles, but coirds fixed round their 
necks, ' with v^hich we managed' them' ai 
Weil as we could, ' ' "^ 

' At Cort6 1 waited upon the fuprcme cotiri- 
eili to one of whom, Sighor Boccociampe, i 
had i letter from Signor Barbaggi. I waii 
^6]^ politely received^ and was conduced 
to thfrFrai&cifcan convent, where I g6t th6 
apartriient of PaoK, who was then fome diayS 
Joilmcy beyond the mountains, holding a 
^otirt of fyndieato at a village called Sollacaroi 

/ As the General refided for fome time in 
thifi^ convent, the fathers made a better ap- 
pea^ance uhan any I faw in the ifland. 1 
was pfiftcipally attended by the Priour, a re- 
fdate Hivihe, who had formerly been in the 
armyc^ and by Padre Giulib, a man of much* 
oddwfs; ' who Ml favours me witli his cor-' 
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Theie fathers have a good viaeyard and an 
octiblleat 'gardGQ* Thejr hdre betwei^ci 3^ 
and 40 bee^hives in long wpodea caies or 
trunks of trees, with a covering of the ibark 
of the cork trce^ When diqr want honey, 
they burn a little jumper^twood, the Imoak 
of which makes the bee^ retire. They then 
take an iron inftrument with a fharp^cdged 
crook at one end of it, and bring out the 
greateft part of the honey-comb, leaving 
only a little for the bees, who work the cai^ 
full again. By taking the honey in this 
way, they never kill a bee. They foemed 
much at their eaie» living in peace and 
plenty. I often joked them with the text 
which is applied to their order, ^ Nihil ha^ 
^ befites et omnia poflidentes. Having iK> 
^ thing, and yet poffefling all things/ 

I went to the choir with them. The fer*- 
vice was conducted with propriety, and Pa*- 
4re Giulio played on the organ. On the 
great altar of their church is a tabernacle 
farved in wood by a Religious. It is a piece 
of exquifite workmanihip. A Genoefc gene 
jfleraan offered tp give them one in filver for 
it 5 but they would not make the exchange. 

Thcfe fadiers have no library worth men-- 
tioning J but their convent is large and wdl 

4 
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tmkf iUiQktd aibmt with great«i^e»tion, 
to; £t9 if ioo^ imi miy ifijfci^tiionfi ) hat 
ihe-ooly Mie I .fqiiq4 w«5 4i|ioa a pertmD 

Aftudied, rWming, L^tift conbdrt maAcd 
upon tuch a place w^s truly indicroiis. 

1 cTipfe to ftop a while at Corte, to repofe 
jnyfelf after my fatigues, and tp fee tv^ 
thing about the tapital of Corfica, 

The morning after my arrival here, diree 
fVench deferters ddircd to fpcakiinfh me. 
The fbdlHh^ felWs had taken it into theit 
titads, that I "was come to taife recruits for 
iScotland, and ib they begged to have the 
lionour of going along wrdi me; J fuppoJ^ 
with intention to have tlie honour of tun^ 
ping off from nie, as they had done from 
their own regiments. 

1 received many civHities at Oortc fron^ 
Bignor Boccociampe, and from Signor Maf? 
fefi die Great Chancellor, whofe fon Signor 
1>Mgi a young gentleman cf much nvacity, 
OTd natural politenefe, was ^k good as to at^ 
tend me conftantly as mty conduftour. I 
ijfc4 to call hrm my goverhonr, I Vkdi 
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hlhi much:/ for as he had never been oiit ef 
the i(land> hie idea$ w^e entifely Corficanw- 
< 'finch of the members of the fupreai* 
council as were in refidence during my ilay 
at Cortr^ I found to be folid and fagacious, 
^en of penetration and ability well calcik- 
iatcdto iffift the General in forming his,po» 
Utical jplans, and in turning to the beft ad^ 
yantage^ the vio]eo<?e and enterprifes of the 
^ople. ^ . ' 

c .The univerfity was not then fitting, fo .J 
coidd xmly iee the rooms, which were (hsmn 
Hie by the Abbe Valentini, procuratour of thp 
^luverfity^ The. profefToui^ were all abfeM 
^dept one Capuchin father whom J vifited 
pt his coiyvent. It is a tpjkrabie building 
with a pretty large colleftioii of bookej, 
There is in the church here a tabernaclp 
carved in wood, in the njai^ner of thjit af 
the Francifcans, but much Jnferiour to it, 
r I went \xp to the c^l^ of Corte, fhe 
.cdnnnandant veiy civilly fhewed me cver^ 
part of it. As I wifhcd to* fc? all jLhinjgs 19 
Corfica, I defired to fee even the uiihappf 
criminals. There. Were then three in th^ 
taftle, a man for the murder pf his wifb^ 
^ married lady whd had hired one of her 
fervan^s to ilrangle 4 ^\vomao pf whom: ibft 
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ifrissjealoxis; andtliefbrvantwhohadadually 
petpetrated ^is barbarcftn action. Th^f 
werC'brought out from their cellst that I 
might talk with them. The murderer of 
hi8 wile had a ftupid hardened appearance^ 
and told me he did it at d» infligatioft of th^ 
devil. The iervant was a poor defpicabl^ 
wretch. He had at firft acciUcd l^is mifr 
ti'efs, but was. afterwards prevailed widi to 
deny his accufation^.upon which he was pnjt 
to the torture, by having lighted matchea 
held between his £ngers« This made him 
return to what he had fortxierly faid, fo as t9 
fee a ftrong evidence, againil his miflreia* 
HiB hands were fo miferably fcorched, that 
he was a piteous ohjftO:.^ I afked him why 
he had committed fuch a crime, he faid, 
* Perche era fenza fpirito. Becaufc I was 
without underflanding/ The lady feemed of 
a bold and rc&Autc fpirit. She fpoke to me 
with great firmnefs, and deqied her guilt, 
faying with ajcontemptuous (mile, as (he 
|K>inted to her feiyaat, * They can force 
^at creature to fay what th«y plcaic/ 

The haiignia9 of Cqriica was^ a gre^t cu* 
riofity.. Being licld in the utmoft detefbr 
tkm, he durftiiot live like another inhabit 
smt <)f!the iflandU He was obliged to tak^ 
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Bpfiige in the oiflfe^ »id4tkiare ho nv^ kcfyf 
ki a little ccwner turret^ when be bod y^ 
footnfor a-mhcnlbleiied^ iOocl a Iktk hit ^ 
fire to dfi&>fiN& vidatkforbiizifelf as wna 
fiifieieiiC':tt> kc<fv him it^e, for nobodjr 
Would hate any iajterGonde with bim» baf 
dimmed- thek backs npcnshtm^ I weat op 
and loaked it him* And a moic dir^ roo^ 
ful fpa3»€l# i oerer beheld^ He feemed 
fenfiUe of hit &ttiatiqa# aod h^ down his 
head !ihe an i^otrad ctotpaft. 

It was'a long time before til^ could get 
a hangman in Corfiea^ ib diat die poniflw 
ment <^^ the galIow$ wai hardly knoiri^ all 
dteir cnminals bekg ihot^ At laft thtt 
creature whom I £>w> wh0 is a SkiUadi# 
came with a meflage to Faoli« The Qenet^ 
ral who has a wcmd^ul talent for phyiog-^ 
nomy^ oa ieeing the maiii £nd immedi^ 
ately to (bme of the people about htm^ 
< Ecco il boiai Bdidd our hangman^' He 
gave orders to afk the man if he woq^ ^ 
ccpt of the c«Sice> aftd his anAv^er wbi% 
^ My grandfather was ahattgnaaiiy ihy-ft^ 
ther was a hangman^ I hwt beeti a Ikang^ 
man myfelfi ^ifid am willifigfi^<ontiff«eii}/ 
He wa^ '^her^ore knm^dftatdy put iato 
ofiicey^ and'the ignominioug-deirth di<pc ttfe d 
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by hh hands^ h^ kad more dStA than 
f wtnty executions by firt arms< 

It is remarkable that no Corfican Minould 
iijpon any account confent to be hangman* 
Not the grcateft criminals^ who m^t 
haTe had their lives upon diat ccmdition. 
Even die wretch, who for a paultry hire, 
had ftrangled a woman, would rather fob- 
mit to death, than do' the fame a^flion, as 
the executioner of the law. 

When I had feeft every thing about Corte, 
I prepared for my journey over the moun- 
tains, that I might be with Paoli. The 
night before I fet out, I recolkfted that I 
had forgotten to get a paflport, which^ ia 
die prefent iituation of Coriica, is ftill a 
neceflary precaution. After fupper there- 
fore the Priour walked with me to Corte, 
to the houfe of die Great C3wnceIlor> who 
ordered die paflport to be mode out imme- 
fliately, and while hts fecretary was writing 
it, entertained tjoc by reading to mc fome 
of the minuter of the general confulta. 
When die paflport was finifliod, and ready 
to have die feal prut to it, I was much 
pletfed widfc a beautiful, fimple incident* 
The Chancellor defired a little boy who was 
.pkying in the room by us^ to run to his 
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mother, and bringthe grea( &al c€ (he Jch^g-* 
dom. I thought myfelf fitting in the houic. 
of a Cincinnatus/ 

Next morning I fet out in very gpod or-. 
der, having excellent mules, and a<3:ive 
clever Corfican guides. The worthy fa- 
thers of the convent v«rho treated me in the 
tindeft manner while I was their gucft^ 
would alio give me fqme provifions for my 
journey ; fo they put up a gourd of their 
b^ wine, and fome delicious pomegranates. 
My Corfican guides appeared fo hearty, that 
I often got down and walked along with 
them, doing jufl: what I faw them do. 
When we ^rew hungry, we. threw ftones 
among the thick branches of the cheftnut 
trees which overfhadowed us, and in that 
manner we brought down a fhower of cheft- 
nuts with which we filled our pockets, and 
went on eating them withgreat relifh ; an4 
when this made us thirfty, we lay down bj^ 
the fide of the firft brook, put our months 
to the ftream, and drank fufficiently. It 
was juft being for a little while, one of the 
* prifca gens mortaliom, the primitive race 
of men,' who ran about in thp yirpods eating 
acorns and drinking yvatcr* 



X Digitized by 



Google 



tO> CaRSlCA. 289 

^Vbilfr Iftoppcd to refrefli my mules at a 
liftlc village, the inhabitants came croud- 
ing about me as an ambaffadour going to 
their General. When they were informed 
of my country, a ftrong black fellow among 
them faid, * Inglefe ! fono barbarij non 

* crcdono in Dio grande* Edglifti f they 

* are barbarians ; they don't believe in the 
^ great God/ I told him, Excufe me Sin 
We do believe in God^ and in JefUs Chrift 
too, * Um, faid he, e nel Papa ? and in 
^ the Pope ?' No. *' E perche ? And why ?' 
This wa^ a puzzling queftion in thefe cir*- 
cumftances ; for there was a great audience 
to the controverfy. I thought I would try 
a method of my own, and very gravely ire*- 
plied, * Perche iiamo troppo lontarii. Be- 

* caufe we arc too far off.' A very new ar* 
gument againft the univerfal infallibility of 
the Pope. It took however i for my oppo* 
nefit miifed a while^ and then faidj * Troppo 
^ lontano ! La Sicilia h tan to lofttana che 

* l%ghiiterra ; e in Sicilia fi credorto nel 

* Papa. Too far off ! Why Sicily is as far 

* off as England. Yet in Sicily they believe 

A in the Pope/ O, ftid I, noi fiamo dieci 

' volte piu lontani che la Sicilia ! We are 

' ten times farther off than Sicily. " Aha !* 

T 
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faid he ; and feemed quite fatisfied^ In this 
manner I got off very well. I queftion 
much whrther any of tfid learned rcafbn- 
ings of our ptoteftant divinca would haire 
hftd fo good an cffed:. 

"My joiimey over the mountains v/as very 
cntcrtaMiing, I paft fc^e immeofe ridges 
and ay aft woods. I was in great health and 
/pirits, and fully able to enter into the ideas 
of the brave rude qien whom I fpupd in 
all quarters. 

At Baftelica where there is a ftately ipi- 
•ritcd race of people, I had a large company 
to attend me in the convent. I liked to 
fee their natural franknefs and cafe ; for 
•why ihould mea be afraid of their ov^n fpe- 
cies ? .They came in making an eafy^ bow, 
placed themfelveS. round the room where I 
was fitting, refted themfelves on their muf- 
ket?, and immediately entered into conVer- 
fation with me. They talked very feelingly 
of the miferies that their country had en- 
dUrdd, and complained that they were flill 
but in a ftate of poverty. I happened at 
that tinSe to have an unufual flow of fpiritB ; 
and as Oije who finds himfelf amongft utter 
ftrangers in a diftant country has no timi- 
dity, I harangued the men of Baftelica with 
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great fluency* I expatiated on the bravery 
4^ die Corficans^ by which they had pur- 
chaleil iibcrty, thenioft valuable of all pdf-^ 
4e^onSf and rendered tbem&lves glorious 
over ali Europe* Their, poverty, J told 
tfaemt might be remedied by a proper cul- 
tivation of their ifland, and by engaging a 
litde in commerce* But I bid them re- 
member, that they vrefe much happier in 
. their prefent ftate than in a ftate of refine- 
ment and vice, and that therefore they 
Aould beware of luxury/ 

What I faid had the good fortune to touch - 
them, and feveral of them repeated the 
fame fentiments much better than I could 
do. They alt expreffed thfeir ftrong attach- 
ment to Paoli, and called out in one voice 
that they were all at his command. I could 
with pleafure, haVe paffed a long' time here* 

At Ornano I law the ruins of the feat 
where the great Sanipiero had his refidence. 
They were a droll fociety of monks in the 
convent at Ornano. When I told them 
that I was an Engliftman, ^ Aye, aye, faid 

* one of them, as Was well obferved by a 

* reverend bifhop, \thfen talking of your 

* pretended reformation, Angli olim angeli 

* nunc diaboM. • The Englilh formerly an- 

T 2 
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gels now devils/ I looked upon this a^ an 
honeft cffufibn of fpiritual zeal. The Far- 
thers took good car6 of me in teriiporals. » 
When I at laft came within fight of Sol- 
lacarb, where Paoli Jvas, I could not help 
being undercorifiderablc anxiety. My ideas 
of him had been grtatlx heightened by the 
converfations I had held with all forts of 
people in the ifland, they having reprefented 
him to me as foaicthinig above humanity. 
I had the ftrongeft defire to fee fo exalted a 
charader ; but I feared that I fhotild h^ 
unable to give a proper account why I had 
prefumed to trouble him with a vifit, and 
that I fhould fink to nothing before him. I 
almoft wiflied to go back vvitbout. feeing 
him. Thefe workings of fenfibility employr- 
, cd my mind till I rode through the village an^ 
came up to the houfe where he was lodged* 
Leaving my ferVant with my guides, I 
paft through the guards, and was met by 
fome of the General's people, who conduc- 
ed me into an antichamber, where were fe- 
veral gentlemen in waiting* Signoc Bocco- 
xiampe had notified my arrival^ and I was 
/hewn into Paoli's room* I found hincx 
alone, and was ftruck with his appearance. 
He is tall, ftrong, and well made i of a 
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^ fair complexion, a fenfible, free, aod open 
cpontenance, and a manly, and noble car'*- 
riage. He was then in his fortieth, year. 
He was dreft in green and gold, Hq *ffed 
to wear the common Corfican habit, but on 
the arrival of the French he thought a lit- 
tle external elegance might be of ufe to 
make the governm^t appear in a more re- 
iQpeiflable light. 

He afked me what .were my commands 
for him. I prefented him a letter from Count 
Ri:varoIa> and when he had read it, Ifhew- 
cd hini my letter from Rouffeau. He was 
polite, but very referved. I had flood in 
the prcfence of many a prince, but I never 
had fuch a trial as in the prefence of Paoli. 
i have already faid, that he is a great phy- 
fiognomift. In confequence of his being m 
continual danger from treachery and afTaffi- 
Hation, he has formed a habit of ftudioufly 
obferving every new face. For ten minutes 
we walked backwards and forwards. throOgh 
the room, hardly faying a word, while he 
looked at me, with a ftedfaft, keen and pene- 
trating eye, as if he fearched my very foul. 

This interview was for a while very fe- 
yejre upon me. I was. much relieved when 

-^3 
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his rcferve wore off, and he, began to ^eak 
more. I then veotured to addrefs hinLndth 
this compliment to the Corficans. * Sir, I 
< am upon my travdsi and haVc lateljr vi^ 
« iited Rome, I am come from feeing tho 

* ruins of one brave and free people :. I now 
^ fee the rife of appther/ 

He received roy compliment very graci^ 
oufly ; but obferved that the Corficans had 
iio chance of being like th« Romam^ a 
great conquering nation, who (hould extend 
ItSr empire over half the globc» Their iitu-^ 
ation^ and the modern political fy&oAB^ 
rendered this impoffible. But» faid. h^i 
Corfica may be a very happy country. 

• He oxpreffed a high admiration of M« 
Rouflcau, whom Signor Buttafoco had in-» 
vited to Corfica» to aid the nation in form- 
ing its laws, 

• It feems M. de Voltaire had reported,: in 
his rallying manner, that the invitation was 
merely a trick which he had put upon 
Roufleau. Paoli told me that when he un- 
dcrftood thjs^, he himfelf wrote to Roufleau, 
enforcing the invitation. Of this affair I 
ihall give a full account in an after part of 
my Journal, 
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f Some of the i>obles who attended him, 
came into the room, and prefently we were 
told that dinner was fcrved up. The Ge- 
neral did me the honour to place me next 
him. He had a table of fifteen or fix^teen 
covers, having always a good many of the 
principal men of the ifland with him. He 
had an Italjan cook who had been long in 
France ; but he chofe to have a few plain 
fubftantial diihes, avoiding every kind of 
luxury, and drinking no foreign wine. 

I felt myfelf under fome conftraint in 
fuch a circle of heroes. The General talk- 
ed a great deal on hiflory and on literature. 
I foon perceived that he was a fine claffical 
fcholar, that his mind wa^ enriphed with a 
variety of knowledge, and that his conver- 
lation at mc^ls was inftrudtive and enter- 
'taining. ? Before dinner he converfed in 
French. He now fpoke Italian, in wh^ch 
he is very eloquent. 

We retired to another room to drink 
coffee. My^ timidity >v^ore off. I no longer 
anxioully thought of myfelf ; my wfhole 
attention was employed in liftening to the 
illuflrious comnaandcr of a nation. 

He recommended me to the care of the 

T4 
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Abb^ Roftini, who had lived many years itt 
France. Signer Ccdonna, the lord oftb* 
inanot here being from home. Jus houfe 
was affigned for i^e to live in. I was left 
by myfclf tilj near fupper time, when I re- 
turned to the General, whofc converfation 
improved upon me, as did the fociety of 
thofe about him, with whom I g^radually 
formed an acquaintance. ^ 

Every day I felt myfelf happier. Particu- 
lar marks x>f attention were ihewnme as 
a fuhjeft of Great Britain, the report of 
ivhich went over to Italy, and cohfirmed 
the conjedures that I was really an envoy. 
In the morning I had my chocolate ferved 
up upon a filver falver adorned with the 
arms of Corfica. I dined and fupped con- 
ftantly with the General. I was vifittd by 
'^11 the nobility, and whenever I chofe xo 
make a little tour; I was attended by a par^ 
ty of guards. I beigged of the General not 
to treat me with fo much ceremony ; but 
he infifted upon it, 

. One day when I rode out I was mounted 
on Paoli^s own horfe, with rich furniture of 
crinifon velvet, with broad gold lace, ^nd 
had my guards marching along wirii me, 
'}^lowe4 myfelf to ind\ilgc a piomentary 
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pride iii tiiis parade, as I was curious to ex-r 
perience what co;ild rcaUy be, the pleafurc 
of fl^te and diftintfUon with which mankind 
are Co ftr*ngely intoxicated. 

When I returned to the continent after 
all this greatnefs, I ufed to joke i^vith nay 
acquaintance, and tell them that Ifould not 
hear to live with them,, for they did not 
treat me with a proper refpeft, 

My time pafTed here ip the inoft aguec- 
able manner, I enjoyed a fort of luxury of 
poble fentiment. PaoU becametnore affable 
with me. I made myfelf knowp to him. I 
ibrgpt the great diftatic^ betw^n us, 3n!d 
had every *day fome hpurs of private con^ 
verfation with hiip. 

From my firft fetting out on thjs tour, I 
wrote down every night wlwt I had phferv^r 
ed during the day, throwing together ^ 
great deal, that I might afterwards fele^ at 
leifure. . . 

Of thefe particulars, the moft valuable tp 
my readers, as well as to myfelf, muft fure- 
ly be the. memoirs apd remarkable fayings 
of Paoli, which I am proud to reco^-d. 

Talkiog of the Corfican war, ^ Sir, faicj 
he> if the event prove happy, we Qizl} bp 
f a)le^ great defenders of li|)erty. If th? 
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event (hall ^ivove unhappy, we (haU be call-^ 
ed unfortunate rebels^ 

The French objefted to hina thdt the 
Corfican nation had no reguUr troops. We 
would not have them, faid Pdoli. We fhbuld 
then have the bravery of this and tib^ other 
regiment. At prefent every fingle man is as 
a regiment hknfelL Should the Coriicans be 
formed into regular troops, we fhould lofe 
that perfonal bravery which has produced 
fuch anions amoiig us, as^ in another coun- 
try would have rendered ^ famous even^ a 
MarifchaL- 

I aflced him how he could poffibly have 
a foul fo fuperiour to intereft.. * It is not 
fuperiour, faid he ; my intereft it to gain a 
name. I know weU that he who does good 
to his country will gain that : and I cxped: 
it. Yet could I rendter this people happy, I 
would be content to be forgotten* Ihaveain 
unfpeakable pride, ** Una fuperbia indicibile." 
The approbation of my own heart is enough.* 
• He faid he fhould have great pleafurc in 
feeing the world, and enjoying the fociety of 
the learned, and the accortiptiflied in every 
country. I alked him how with thefe^dif- 
pofitions, he could bear to be confined to an 
ifland yet in a rude uncivilized ftate 5 and 
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infte?id of pirtic^patrag Attick eyeiungs, 
* nofles coenaeque Deum,* be in a continu4 
courfe.of car<-aad qf dai^n He r«{died 
in one line of Virgil, . 

Vincet amor patriae laudumque immenfa cupido. 

^ 

This uttered with the fine open Italian pro^ 
niiiKiation> and the graceful dignity of his 
tnanQer^ was yery noble. I wifhed to have 
i ftatue of htm taken at that moment. 
. I afked him if he underibod Englifh. 
Ikf^ immediately l^egan and fJ>oke it, which 
lie did tolerably iVcll. Wheo ^ Naples^ be 
had known feveral Irifli genjUemen who 
were officers in that fervice* Having a great 
facility in acxjuiring languagcst he learnj: 
]^iigli(h from them. But ^i h^ hf4 been 
now ten years without ever fpeaking itt he 
fpoke very flow. One could fee that he was 
poflefled of the words, but for want of 
what I may call mechanical practice, he 
had a difficulty in expreffing himfelf. 

I was diverted with his Englifh library. 
It confifted of 

Some broken volumes of the Spedatout 
and Tatler. 

Pope's Eflfay on Man* 

Gulliver's. Tfavels. 
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. A Hiftory of France, in old Englifli. r - 
And 

-r Barcl^'s Apology for the Quakers. 
I promifcd to fend him ibnie Englifh books** 
. He convinced me how well he under- 
flood our language; for I took the liberty to 
ihew him a Memorial which I had drawn 
up on the advantages to gdeat Britain from 
an alliance with Coriica, and he tcanllated 
this memorial into Italian with the greatefl 
fsicUity. He has fince given me more proofs 
of his knowledge of our tongue by his an*, 
fwers to the letters which I have had tho 
hotiour ta wrk^ to him in English, and in 
particular by a very judicious and ingeniooi 
criticifm on fome of Swift's works. 

He was well acquainted with the hiftpry 
t£ Britain. He had read many of the parlia* 
mentary debates, and had even feen a num-^ 
ber of the North Briton. He (hewed a con- 
siderable knowledge of this country, and 

, /• I haye font him the Works of Harrington, of Sidney, of 
Addifon, of Trcnchard, of Gordon, and of other writers iu 
favour of liberty. I have alfo lent him fome of ourbeft bookf 
•f morality and entertainment, in paiticular the Works of 
Mr. Samuel Johnfon, with a compleat fet of th^ Spe6latou|, 
Tatler and Guardian ; and to the Univerfity of Cortc, I have 
feht a few of the Greek ^nd Roman Clafficks, of the beautiful 
editiops of the Mei&eurs Foulis at GIa{|ow* 
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often introduced" anecdotes and drfew c&n- 
parifons and allufions from Britain. 

He faid bis great dbjeft was to form the 
Cofficans in fuch a mannet that they might 
hav« a firm conilitutioli, and might be able 
to fubii A: without him . * Our ftate, faid hey 
is yoang,' and ftill requires the leading 
ftrihgs. I ani defirous that the Cdrfic^aufi* 
ihould be taught tb walk of themfelves. 
Therefore when they come to mc to ^ 
whom they (hall clnrfe for their Padre dd 
Cbmmune, or other Magiftratc, I tell thtim^ 
You know better than I do, the- able and 
honeft men among your neighbours. Conv* 
fider the confequcnce of your choice, not 
only to yourfelves in particular, but to the 
ifland in general. In this manner I accuf- 
tom them to feel their own importance as 
members of the ilate.' > 

After reprcfenting the fcvcre and melan- 
chdly ftate of oppreflion under which Cor- 
' fica had fo long groaned, he faid, * We are 
now to our country like the prophet Elifliah 
ftretched over the dead cHild of the Shuna^ 
mite, eye to eye, nofe to nofe, mouth to 
mouth. It begins to recover warmth, and 
to revive. I hope it will yet regain full 
^health and vigour.' 
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- I faid tjiftt things wouU make a rapid 
progrefs> aad that we fhcnild {ban, fee all the 
arts fttid fcknces fiourifli in Corfica. ^ Pa- 
tience Sir, felil he. If you faw a man who 
had fought a hard battle, who was imich 
wounded, who wds beaten to the ground, 
and who with difficulty could lift himfeif 
up, it would not be reafonable to aik him 
to get his hair well dreft, and to put dn em- 
broidered clothes. Corfica has fought a hard 
battle, has been much wounded, has been 
beaten to the ground, and with difficulty 
can lift herfelf up. The arts and fcienccs 
are like dreis. and ornament. You cannot 
expeA them from us for (bme time. But 
come back twenty or thirty years hence, 
and we'll fhew you arts and fciences, and 
concerts and aflemblies, and fine ladies, and 
we'll make you fall in love aniong us. Sir.' 
' He fmiled a good deal, when I told him 
that I was much furprifed to find him fo 
Amiable, accomplifhed, and polite i for al- 
though I knew I was to Jfee a great man, I 
expet^d to find a rude charafter, an Attila 
king of Ac Goths, or a Luitprand kkig of 
the Lombards. 

I obferved that although he had often a 
placid fmile upon his countenance, he hacd-* 
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ly ev&r laughed. Whether loud laughter iu 
general ibdcty be a fign of weakiiefs cr 
rufticity, I cannot fay; but I have remark- 
ed that real great menj, and men of finiiObed 
behaviour, fcldora fall into it* 

The variety, and I naay fay verfatility, oi 
the mind of this great man is amazing. One 
day wheq I <:ame in to pay my refpeds to 
him before dinner, I found him ip much 
agitation, with a circle of his nobles around 
,him, and a Cprfican ilanding before him 
like a criminal before his judge* Paoli im- 
mediately turned to me, ^ I am glad you 
are come. Sir. You proteftants talk much 
againA our do(Strine of tranfubflantiation. 
Behold hefe the miracle of tranfubflan- 
tiation, a Corfican tranfubftantiated into a 
Genoefe. That unworthy man who now 
^ftands before me is a Corfican, who has 
been long a lieutenant under the Genoefe, 
in Capo Corfo. Andrew Doria and all their 
^reateft heroes could^ not be more violent 
for the republick than he has been, and all 
againft his country/ Then turning to the 
man, ^ Sir, faid he, Corjica makes it a rule 
to pardon the moft unworthy of her children, 
when they furrender thepifelves, even when 
they are forced to do fo, as is your cafe. You 
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havf .^ ^^^fiiy^Mj^vtyo^', ^'ifi§v^ryi^ 
makC:t]hcKleaii,*t|^^ ^aMfrturQ i^j^oiii; 
tpitcfous pr^^akjCfe.iyou know I «^^ tc 
j^^gi^djof y<ai.V -He fpofee this with tb^ 
&^rce|>€is of a didp^: jind fr<>nfi the kw^ful 
darknef^roC hifif brdr, pne could fee ttotthi^ 
thpugbf 9 : <rf y?eiigeaBce were tct ribk<i Yet 
whi^ ijt'Was over>^be 'dH at once refiidKd 
hif ^ol afip«ara0€6, ealted outjf. f JaodiatxKv 
*!C»B»e ftlong j- wont to diimer, afed wa^^* 
cheatfulandrgky as if nothing had happened; 
B[i$^lM3tionrf of morality are high and tcsl 
fm^ fuch as become' the Father of a nktuynp^ 
Were he a libertine, his influence would^ 
foonvanifh; for men 'will never truftthe 
important concerns of fociety to one they^ 
know will do what is hurtful to fociety foir-^ 
hifeown plcafures. He told me that bis fi^ 
thcr had brought him up with great Iftri^i^ 
nefs^^nd'that he had very fcldom dtviat^- 
frotn- the paths of virtue. Thaft thW-i^snat^^ 
from rdefed of feeling atid p^flion, beit tlM**^ 
his^tmnd being filled with^importaht«bj^<5te','^ 
his paiBons were employed in tnorfe-^bbblfe' 
purfuittrthan thofeof licetitibtr^'plefi^AiftfP-*^!'' 
law £ri&n2 Paoli's cxaam|)Ie the g^eat^^l-t'trf" 
preferving -youiig men of fpirit 'ftifkf f^' 
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ionta^ion of vicfe, ih ^hich there is often a' 
(pedes of fentinaent, itigenuity and enter-^ 
prjft nearly allied to vii*tudus qualities. '- ' 

Shew a young man that there k niore feat 
fpirit in virtue than in vicci and you have a 
fiirer hdd of him, during his years of itn* 
petuofity and paffion, than by convincing 
his judgment of all {he reditiidc of ethicks. 

One day at dinner, he gave us the prin- 
cipal arguntents for the being and attributes* 
of GrOD. to hear thefe arguments repeated 
with graceful ener^ by the illuftrious Paoli 
in the midft of his heroick nobles^ was ad- 
mirable* 1 never felt my mind more 
devated. 

I took occafion to mention the king of 
Pruflia's infidel writings, arid in particular 
his epiftle to Marifchal Keith. Paoli who 
often t^ks with admiration of the grcatnefs . 
of that monarch, inftead of uttering; any 
dire(!%'cenfure of what he faw to be wrong 
ia fo diftinguiflied a heroi paufed a little, 
and theh faid with a grave and moft cxpref-* 
five look, / C'eftune belle confclation pour 

• ijn vieux general mourant, ^* Eh pen de 
**ttem« vous ne fcrez plus." It is fine con* 

* folation for an old general when dying,. 
^Mn a little while you (liall bs ap more/'. : 
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. J^p obiiervcd that the Epi(;wea|i pj^ar 
^by had produced h^f, gnje ejcalted f^hai^ 
rato, whereas Stoicifin bad beea th© f?' 
punary^of great men. What he- now faijJ 
put j»c in inin4 of.thefe noble lines of 
Lucan. 

HI moresTy baec duri immota Catoiua 
$efta fait, rcrvare modum fincmque tenere, 

N«c fit)i fad tod giBoitmn fe cuedeirc moado. . , 

Lucan. Pharfal. lib. ii. L 38e» 

Thrfe were the ftriclcr manners of the man, 
' : J^tid ^tb the ftiitlboro oo«ri^ in w&khf they na ^ ' ' 
, 'Th4.^Uei> mi^an i^changiiigto purfiif^ 

Conflant to keep the purposed end in view ; 

feeligioufly to follow nature^s laws. 

And die with pleafiu-e in his country's caoie. 

To ^nk he wat not for kimielf dieiigQ'd, 

But Born to be of ufe to all mankind. 

Row£. " 

<^ , *, ■ ' * 

. When he was aiked if he would quk the 
illand of which he had undertaken the prcm 
teftion, fuppoiing a foreign power (hould 
create him a MarifdiaU and make him go^ 
vernour of a province i ihe replied, * I. hope 
th^y will believe I am more honed, or moi?e 
ambitious ; for» faid he^ to accept of the 
higheft offices under a foreign powcc wonki 
l>e to ferve/ 

To have been a coloneU ageoeral or a. ma* 
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tUchd, faid he, ^ would have been fUffidi^at 
for my tkhicy for my tafle in 4tc% f6r th# 
b^uty whom my flank would iiaVc entitled 
me to atliend. Bert it would ni3t have been 
fafHcient for this fpirit, for this imagiha* 
ticHii' Puttiag his hand upon his bofoMi 

He rea^iled oo^ day in the liiidft of hid 
Aobles whether - the <:ojaQ|mander Of agnation 
ihould be mudtd er ^ot. * If he is martiied^ 
iaid he, th^re <is t nik that he may be dif^^ 
trafttd Iby ^Hvate affairs, arid fwayed too 
mueh by a coacern for bi^ family. If he id 
Unm^riedtf there is a iiik that not having 
the tetidbr attachments of a wife and chil* 
dren» he may fia^rifice all td his own ambi-* 
tioa/ When I faid he ought to mdrry arid 
have a fon to futceed him, ' Sir, faid he, 
what fecurity cati I h^ve that my fon will 
think and ad as I do ? What fort of a fon 
had Cicero, ahd ;(srhat had Marcus Aure^ 
liuir 

He feid to me ofle day when we were 
alone, * I never will marry* I have not the 
oonjttgal virtues. Nothing would tempt me 
to marry, bm a woman who ihould Wmg 
ine an immenfe d0wry» with* which I might 
aflift my countiy/ 

Bat he fpakf . muck in fraife of marriage^ 
. Ua 
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(igies^hadfoMfd to he the beft oakubteidftr 
%h^iiappiiiiefs of dndividiikH^ and' fbr^^the 
^edd 4ilifddet|si Had he b6cn a prrrate 
gBTHletlkihf he >p!robftl>tf wo^ld bave married^ 
^fiNfii l^e(tn liiFe <^uld bavbimad^ as^ goodra 
)Mibaiid<at)d fath!e;r ks^he ilods sBxpn^^msur 
ff^^v^;^^ ^ geiiefal. Bat fair sniuoiis and 
i^£iW3^\<Atii2dMti>mm\di^^ alte\r him (o enjoy 
-doBitfli^ ^ielkkfv He k ivedded to iiSs 
yt^iiistfy^^^mxi the Coriic^ns ar^ bis trhildfeii'*^ 
ihiHt ^tcA talked to me of maniage^ told 
'm)&4ti3entious pkraiAires were ddisfiTc and 
trshiiem^ tbat I Ihould ^ever be truly hapj^ 
iUl^l vkr^s married; and that he< hoped t6 hme 
a%tfer frohi me fo6n after my return h<Mne^ 
acqu^intiilg him f hat 1 1 had followcd;;hts 
vadvice/iarfd was cont inced from experience, 
that he was in the right, Widi fucb.ftn 
engaging ciMidefceniion did thisi great <man 
behave to me^ If icqoJd-biflt paint hm 
manner^ all my readers Wotfld'iie dhamiflil 
-*^4blliiiiJ ^ . ..a*' to ^- ^!..^i4.;...,^;;,:;.: 
»' H^rhasra mmd fitttdr foi* pWloCb^icM 
ipix^^mon^' M well!.'as 6^ iaffait/ioflj$3ifttf. 
Ohk^ evening at fuppeiv 4ie:eh)terl3afan% us 
for feme time wijit fome durioofbr^yenteB 
: 4id >3Conje4^ri&> as *o the>ttat«wfe/oiiijtlxe ia- 
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iibpterfcdfe. He kk p^tjiculwr f^^i^j|pn4,<sf 
inquiring into the ianguage. of 1 the hmtj^ 

iniunicsrte their ideas to> e%ch Qlherr ^n4 >b«* 
fome of tjicm^jfiidijistrdoge^ rafatfomk (feioei- 
j:u1 articiijtatetfiimds. Jbiuii^cetitT^e^Abiire 
Jhiave been pcopk who; prctenikd^tp imAoiOr 
ftand the language of birds)ai^hcaJftK: ♦(Feb- 
hapSytfaid Paolt^ in a thoufand years we«iBEay 
Iknow this as well as we know things which 
tap^eared much more difikult to beJcnown/ 
^ have often fincethi^ converfation, indulged 
myfelf in ifich reveries. If it were not h^bk 
^ridicule* I would fay that an acqpajint^Qe 
with the language of beads would be aqioil 
agreeable acquifition to man, as it would 
fcnkrge the circle of his focial intercourfci 
": On n^ return to Britain I was difappojnt- 
led to fiiul nothing upon this fubje<ft in Doc* 
itottT Gregory's Comparative View of the 
State and Faculties of Man with thoft of the 
Animal World, which was then juft jiub- 
lifhedi My difappointment however was in 
a gix)d mea£tre made^ip by;a pidure of fa^ 
caety, drawa by that ingenious and worthy 
authour, wh^Jh-may be well applied to the 

U3 
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Corficails, • There is a certain peridd \ti tfie 

• progrcfs of fociety in which mankind ap- 

* pear to the greateft advantage. In thig 
^ period, thdy have the bodily powers, *nd 
' all the animal Hinftions remaining; in ftilj. 

* vigbur. They arc bold, aftive, fteady, ar^ 
^ dent in the love of Kberty and tfreir native 
^ country. Their manners are Ample, their 
"focial affbdtions warm, and though they 

* ^rc greatly influenced by the tiesr of blood| 
^ yet they are generous and hofpitable to 

• ftrangers. Religioii is univerfally regardecj 

• among theni, though difguifed hy a va- 
^ rlcty of fuperftltions {a).' 

Paoli wa? very defirous that 1 IhouM 
Audy the character dF the Corftcan^. * Go 
^niong them, faid he, the more you tali^ 
with them, you will do me the greater 
pleaffire, Forget the meamiefs of thcii^ ap4 
parel. Hear their fentiments. You will 
hni honour, aqd fenfe and abiJftres artion^ 
thefe poor meq/* 

His^ heart grew big when he fpoke of his 
countrymen. His own great qualities Sp* 
pearcd to unofoal* advantage, wbife he de^i- 
ifcribed the virtues x)f thoitfe for whofe h^p- 
pintf? his- whole lijfe' was employed. * ^ If^ 

* {a) Jrtface to Comgaratlve Vie\,v, p. ?r 
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feiii he^ I (honld lead into the field m army 
of Corficaus agaitift an army double their 
nirfnber, kt mc fpeak a few words to the 
Corficans, to remmd them of the honour of 
their country awi of their brave forefathers, 
I do not fay tfeat they woidd conquer, but I 
$tm iiire that not a man bf them \«onld giv6 
way. The Corficans> faid hc^ have a' ftcady 
Mfolution that would ateiaze you. I wifll 
ybp could fee one of them die. It is a pro- 
verb -among the Genoefe, '^ I Corfi meritanb 
la furca e Idi fanno foffrire. The Gorficins 
deferve the gallows, and they fear not to 
meet it." There is a real compliment to ud 
ill this faying.' 

: He tdd me, that in Corfica, criminals are 
put to death four and twenty hours after 
*iefttence is pronounced againft them. This, 
faid he, may nt)t be over catholick, but it is 
humane, . r 

• ' He went on, and gave me feveral inftanc^s 
of the Corfican fpirit. 

A fergeant, faidhe> who fell in one of our 
defpefate adlions, when juft a dying, wrote 
td lYie thu$. * lialute you. Take care of my 
aged fiither. In two hours I fhall be with the 
f^ft w.ht> hate bravely died for their country/ 
U.4 
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'in his duTigcan. PaoH went on. ^ t ^<fy 
lldm';; Sparta or Thebes tb (hew n*c Vhlrty 
*y<iars of Tuch patriotifm a$ Corficapin boitft. 
-Though the affedion between relations is 
A^Stcc^dingJy ; fb-ong in the Coi^ficawi^^ tli^ 
i will give up their neareft rclat?6h»%r. tl|c 
^ooc|-pf theif country, and AcHfl^c^ft^h « 
etiav^.<iefertedto the QenaeFe; ^^ *^^^ ,iiJOu : 
: ^ Jftt giive me a noble in^^ancd <if i ^r- 

fi<iafi*S fceliqg and grea*ncfs-biF'tnifldi^^* A 
i eflniinSl, fai4 hp, was efe'fldefqined %o^^ie. 

H'is nephew came to me witft a Iskiy^b^^iT- 
^^ilipaipn^ that (he might fdlicitMi jikfdQp, 
I 
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7:hs.Aff^1^'s aBKiq|Xiil«ldr?kisnl!hkift ^at 
|}^4?#4i4 nqt rij)e4;>iKwjth iafiideiarforof 
9g4 s;;b>^9/^^'^ H&thciK«f{9!e a(bsnQed,^:aBd 
?^|ir^%i,hiaj(c|l" to^wjf, f. Sir, i$ it |>ii©psr 
for jB»c jtp fpcai^ .?'-as,if hjf .. fglt tM iit.,wj|p 

^ go,on, * ;Sjr,, f^ii he, wilh. .tj^.^eflptsft 
* cooccjrnu Riay J beg-the4ifqof,.^j?y un^Jb ^ 
*,U .itU gjruxtt^ his .r^ilatiqns will .tn^kfi f^^ 
f gift p thfii fb»tc 9f .a thaiif^qd ?ech*ns.; ^jVie 
/^wUl fufni/hjfif^ ii?ldi,ersjui.pgf./iuf|ntgjjtbc 
,f 4«$c of Jutiiuiii, We. will agr6e,t|»t.»qr 
< uijcIp /hall be b^niihedf and wUl.epg^ge 
f-1^^ he (ball never rfttorn ta the iCiaiid.' ^ 
,)^wj die nephew to be a m?in::Off wprtb, 
,^dil answered hio) ; Ypu s^f acquaw^^ 
Fl^ tl|e circumftancies of thi«:^e. .§iie^ 
glsoty^^mfidence in yout that if you^.i^iU 
■^j that, giving ypur oncle a p^fdon would 
^f jttft,.|aiieCi;iLorbonoucali>U for Gorii^a^ I 
2pr(fi)9ife.^u it fhall be granted. He tiimgd 
about, burft in(OJ(ear$, and left me, fayia^* 
-*J^ Vjjr^tyfio^e^? |V?nore delkpatfis per 
jf mil^i^chipi; ; I would not baye the h0f- 
J:»fw fif 9»r GQunt^, fold far a thoii^Smd 
tigpocbw*' -. Aod |>" wcjjs.ftiffefed/ : ; 
n r^l^^h .the Qeneral. ;W^«oe (if tlie 
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conftituent mcmbef s of th« court of iyndi*' 
eato, be feldom took his cfeair. He remain- 
ed in his own apartment ; and if any of 
thofeiwhofe^fuits werd determined by liio 



cS jufticc. They would -fubmit imfflicitly 
to Paoli, Ijecaufc they love and venerate 
him. But fuch a fubmiflioa is in reality 
Wfeg governed by their pafBons. They 
Submit €o one jfer whom they have a perfo- 
iftal regard. HPhey cannot be faid to be per** 
ftaiy civiliijed till they-&btait to the de^ 
tefminatk)M-of their naragiftratcs as* officers 
W^lhfe ftate,-*eritrdled with the adminiftra*^ 
^iofr ef joftice. By convincing them that 
ihfe raagift#ates judge with abilities and'^p- 
rightftcfs, Paoli aecuftoms the Gorfieans^ t€( 
h^v^ethat fahifery confidence in their rulersj 
which is neceffary for fecuring re^& and 
liability to the governmefit. 

After having faid much in praife of the 
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Gofficteis, *Gbmei ftid he, you fliMl liave 
a pro<rf^ of what I tell you. Thefc is a 
pfovlrd in the next room, waiting for ad- 
mittatice ta me. I will call in the firft I 
fee, and you ihali hear him/ ' He who 
chanced to prefent hhnfelf, was a venerable 
old man: The General fhook him by the 
hand, arid bid him good day, with an eaiy 
fcindtief$ that gave the aged peafent full en- 
coturagement to tdk to his- Excelleney with 
freedom. Padii bid him not mind me, but 
fay ori. The old man then told hinl that 
Ml ere had been an trnhicky tumult in the 
Trllagfe where he lived, and that two of his 
'Ions were killed. That looking upon thifi 
«s a'heavy misfortune, but without malice 
oh the part of thofe who deprived him of 
Jiis 'foiiisf, he was willing to have allowed it 
to pais without inquiry. But his wife anxi- 
ous for revenge, had made an application to 
h&vc them apprehended and puni£hed. That 
he^ gave his Excellency this trouble to in- 
treat tfiat the greateft care might be taken, 
l^ lA the heat of enmity among his neigh- 
bours, anybody (hould be punilhed as guilty 
0f thebiood of his fons, who was really 
innocent of it. There was fbmething fb 
|;ejiefous in this fentiment, while at the 
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I^xxit tixm th^ old' man !lbemc!il>iA]Hi ai^igii^ 
for the: tofs of his (^hildl^eui tbait telbuctarf 
my heart in 4iii moft fcftfible miu^€tf ;^ ti|?sioJi 
Mokcd a<:^Q:ie vvtitb complacency aq4'^^^<^d 
o£ arfjiablcitriatnph on tUt feehkviottr pf thfe 
okl^mah. j^lK)iiad aibw of woids andt-a 
jvivoicityo^ gcfture which foUy j^ftifidd ^httt 
Petrm Cyrnacofi hath . iiid i)f rii'e) Coil%kh 
doquincc.; f Diccres omncs effe bc^iosicatj^ 
^ . fidicos^ , ^ lYou would iay 4hey arc ^Hl good 

* pleaders/ ? ^ .^ i i 

i I found Paoli had reafon tc wi(h tfeait^ f 
ihould talk much with his countrymeftr ^ 
it. gave me. ^ higher opinion both of hitti 
and of them. Thuanus has juftly fekt 
^ Sunt mobiliaCorforam jngenia. The dii^ 

* pofitions of theCorficans are changea^te/ 
Yet after ten years, their atta§chmeAt-tb 
Pwli i? as ftrong as at the firft* Nay^-thty 
have an enthuliaftick admiration of -hihi. 
^ Quefto grand' uon\o mandito pe|i£Xi4 a 
^ Jiberare la patria. Thts^ great ni^niwhotti 
^ God hath fent to free our caunlFy^-ii^as 
the manner in: which ; they exprx^i&d^iiblm- 
fclves tQ:rae cxMceraihghink" > ^it lo i-jui 
i Thbfe^who attetided ,en .RaoKnaMdnssItll 
meii of ienfe and abiUiiiK in their diiffeooit: 
deparimchts. Somc.ofitbcin hafdlibdcnian 
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tfotj^g)© ftirv!i<»i Qne>of thctn^ Signor Suz*- 
^5oni^ jhad been Jong in Gcrttaany. He fpokfc 
Ceftnan to mc^ aftd reeled to toy mind, 
!the happy days which I 4»ve.paft anaong 
that plain, honfefli Wavfe people^ /who of 
^It^natioor in the v^forid, r-ecclvc .ftraaagert 
with the grcateft' cordiality.^" Signor Gian 
QgiKco QiCaL Bidnca,x'of:ithe moft>^ jmcieiA 
Cerikam nobility, was much niy fripndt 
He inftrii^ed me fully with rc'gardotd thfe 
Corfican government. He had evcTr« the 'pa- 
tient to ftt by me while I wr6te dowii? an 
accoant of it, which from coriveriQtioris 
with Paoli, I afterwards enlarged and im** 
pr0yed» I received many civilities from the 
Abbe'Roftini, a man of literature, and dif- 
tiiiguifhed no lefs for the excellency of his 
Ijeai^,; . His faying of Paoli deferves to b^ 
/Sfticmbered. * Nous ne craignons pas' que 
l.natre General nous trompc ni qu'il fe laifle 
f tooftiper. We arc not afraid thjt our Ge- 
ImJral will tieccive us, nor that he will let 
i» himself: be deceived/ 
-.f J ^fo received civilities from Father GueU 
fucci of the order of Servites, a man> whofe 
italent8,and>v}rtue9, united with a fingular 
^dcc6bc^ and fweetnefs^ of manners^ h^^ 
^raifcil hii!n to the honourable ftation of few 
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cmtMSj tojl^ Geoerd. : Xadted all (he gdn« 
tloman here behaved to mtt i|i the moft 
obliging maimer^ We walked^ rode, and 
went a ibooting together. 

The pea&Qts and foldiers were all fraokt 
open» lively and boId» with a certain rough* 
neft of manaer whick agrees well with their 
charafterj and h far from being difpleafing^ 
The General gave me an admirable inftanco 
of their plain and natural^ folid good fenfe* 
A young French Marquis^ very rich and 
very vain, came over to Corfica. He had 
a fovereign contempt for the barbarous in- 
habitants, and (Irutted about (andava a piiTo 
roifurato) with prodigious airs of confe- 
quence. The Corficans beheld him with a 
fmile of ridicule, and faid^ * Let him alooe^ 
• he is young/ 

The Corfican pcaj^nts and foldiew are very 
fond of baiting cattle with the largd mman^ 
tain dogs. This keeps up a ferocity among 
them which totally extingui^sfear* I have» 
feen a Corfican in the very beat of a baitings 
run in, drive off the dog5, feiase the hdif- 
frantick animal by (he horns, apd lead i& 
away. The common people did not fceni. 
much given to divcrfions. loj^ferved fomt 
of them in tha great, hall ©f thr.howfo o£ 
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Colofma»rhercl was lodged, amufing them^ 
felv^ with playing at a fort of draughts in a 
tery curious manner. They drew upon the 
floor with chalky a fufficient number of 
iquares^ chalking one all over, and leaving 
oaeopen, alternately; and inftead of blac|c 
men and white, they, had bits of ftone ahd 
bilis of wood. It was an admirable burlefque 
pn ganjing. 

The chief fatisfadion of thefe iflanders 
when not engaged in war or in hunting, 
feemcd to be that of lying at their cafe in 
the open air, recounting tales of the bra- 
very of their countrymen, and finging fongs 
in honour of the Corficans, and againft the 
Qenoefe. Even in the night they will con- 
tinue this paflime in the open air, unlefs^ 
rain forces them to retire into their houfes. 

The ambafciadore Inglefe, The Engli(h 
aodbafradottr, as the good peafants and fol- 
dicrs ufed to call me, became a great fa- 
vourite among them. I got a Corfican dreis 
made, in which I walked about with an air 
of tnieiatisfa£tion. The General did mo tl^ 
honour to prcfent me with his own piftols, 
made in tlie ifland, all of Corfkan wood and 
ironi and of excellent workmanfhip. I had 
every other accoutrement. I even got on6 of 

5 
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the fliells which had often ibonded tbe alanrf 
fo liberty. I prcferve them all with greatvCare^ 

The Coirfican pcafantfs and foldiers Wcrd 
<luit6 free and cafy with die. Nittnbcrs of* 
them lifcd td comtf arid fee me (5f a morn- 
ing, and juft go out and in as they {jfcafed. 
t did every thing in my power to make them 
fond of the Britifh, and bid th&n hope fot 
an alliance with us. They afked me a thou^ 
fand queftions about my country, all which 
I chearfuUy arifweredas well as I could. 

One day they would needs hear me play 
upon my German flute. To have, .told my 
honeft natural vifitants. Really gentlemen I 
flay Very ill, and put on fuch airstlsi ^e do 
in oUf genteel companies, would havcbeeii 
highly ridiculous. I therefore immediately 
complied with their re^ueft. 1 gave tbenf 
one or two Italian airs, and then fome cf 
our beautiful old Scots tune$, Gilderoy,^ the 
Lafs of Patie's Mill, Corn riggs are BonnyJ 
The pathetick fimplicify and pafloral. gaiety 
of the Scots mufick, will always, pleafci 
thofe who have the genuine feelings of na* 
ture. The Corficans were charmed with 
the .fpecimens I gave them, though 1 may 
now fay that they were very indifferently 
performed. " , 
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^tHfltm '^apk aft ibvtc Mpej Hype^f<e^ 
#DC> AdM»"afi'd tneves ^M' I f^^tkhi^ft-)^ de-' 
\wth?iM«wts?'tsP«oakiri « €4<*tt <a>*pj«k:(5'y 

4ffi^«g.!ksi-ofBioer, I fantiied'ill liaf <clA)- 
.i^icfiOo^Caas. i^bQ^iird.the Bntt0i' Ite0t.< * ' ; 
t <B«|»liiia^e4'v€Tyi highly pn pltdfertiafig'th*' 
indppirndency o(f Goefica. < We m^y/ fiad; 
hev have foreign powerp " foir otir frieiftds f- 
:}m^ -ihe^fimdk hci -^.Amid fUot*! -di c4fe. 
JBtknds at Jirin's length.' - * We may^make 
•an aUiaatrei biit We wiU-flot fubtnit'otrt^lva} 
V lb itb^'Oi^jmiiiion - df < th^^ greateft - natiS^ in 
£uni^ :xi3^bisi:pd«pk . ti^O h%Me^ ddile '<(^ 

:alnAAt>}rri|n«df richer tbaft sdlotv^ Corfi^b tb 
ab«iibtfic^«»:llib40^tftorie8^«Fja:liother t6vi(i^ 

Mi^^Jpthi^'ithaM '("h^> X defigli ^ t& ji^ 

fcame toi nie, -and addreflcd me-ltf • '^(SJfl 

X 
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f tbtaq^ h^aest 1 who. ham faonfibed i^ic^ 
* bvds ibr/tfaeirteiD^odf <2drfica^ £etXreieBBljr 
f tdtiff^B. die furpk of-aiftwci^ijiiiJniiBl' > 

J. 

UuAai btbifrteA <ktat:fitittltij>ai Codfea". 
fiitelrlMrilk po&dndft Aitd^Aitj wwoSt tfait 
l9j3je<3b; 1^ £^19^ ^ The le& sriMahsb w6 
f kM9^>f#tun. aUieb,' thai.. greater oat -gldiy/ 
He-feooBcd htfrt by tm tata^wtlt lof hte 
couatry. .. H& maittBitMxi tke idpere frao^aK 
«Qaitkifi at' the k^ f»«ate, i^ wkiob'4^1^^ 
iflan&m wtm iailtsd ihe lR.«b^idf€«(ffli^a^. 
fit fttti'Ttvkfa a ^ori^^lMis^. ^ridg-^^^^^oper 
Ifodingi ^ liebels !• t 4i^' iwt^, <Jtfttft . thit 
fi!ten <3i^att Bfwiiff.' ; - n , . 

. He: Jii>!9^6Vei' flUaved. Jiii rj^Kafriefjbed 
iik thf .fidliih'natkiv ^i^I.coaldj^lie 
;<w<UI[)()4jniiUch IQ jbe. ia IbiendflijifDnKitlk as. 
fWhcn ^.a^ed lum ^yhittl.^iQtuld ipdffld|r do 
(ip ce^neJ^bliJblygdq^kiQrsia&e.. ^{i^ii'o- 
^li^ . * &QiadiQaft<k<Bi&igaj^i«le:il-£torbnrte. 
(.QtUfwA^eeei^e yetat.cmttt.- Hdhtfaf lii vint 
^)} hvfe ;&e0 iberel /Tfasy'^rili} rb&icidiods 
ito i^.y^ti. A flD^ Q0t»eafirotpX3<n€ca.will 
.^li]^a.tnkaicaine'f)-oifatfa«:Ali)tipi<lles/ - 
, Ie3qvege4t{w^lk^)^]aaflinaj}rctfibt^l»li^ 
: ^ w<yJM .4nin^:$tiMtlion kitur^ fotimi (He 
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i^atJoMt ppei Britwi dfiV9tc4 lio4u& Q^ufe^ 
J %fW pijl^ nwys filtering idea^ of fvfafrf 

Cacfic^wf ftri(9^ unitqd both in cpnaroerc^ 
8i»d%:W«^, afl4; ^efi:rit?ed the blimt kiml- 
liqfs i»nd,>diwii»tapa with wWch the hearty^ 
gene^W cpipmon ppople of England would 

I infcnfibly got the better pf his refervi^ 
jTOpf^ ft^|. hj^ad. ^ My; ^w pf gay ide^ re- 
laxed Jws fevwty, aqd brightfu^d |j|) hi^ 
bjLHS^ac* * J?9 you. reo^ember, f^^ he, th? 
^S B^I^c in Afi» wl?^ wefe iix dapger o| 
b^ng oppreffed by tibe great king of Aflyri^;^ 
$i^ they addr^fled themfclves to . the Ro-. 
if^%n$. . And the Rocwns, wi^h thfl x^oblcj 
^^i^ of a great and free nation, flood forth^ 
and WQ51I4 noit fuffef the great king to de-? 
ftroy the. little people, but made am alliance 

^ .He madf noobiery^ioiis uppn this beau^ 
fiful pic^ of hiftory. It was eafy to fee his 
a^^^^ to hif^ own nadon and ours; 

..Wfeea iii^ Qcri^dX related this piece of 
bjfl»ry IP »e,: J lyas; ^lig^nt; enpugh not to 
afk him what little people he meant* As 
the^jftory madie ^ filing ipipre^lon upon me^ 
upon JflPty f eJUif )l |o Britain I Marched a 
X 2 
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taricty of t)o6ks to try if I could *find rf> 
but in vain. I therefore took the liberty^in' 
one of my letters to Paoli, to beg he would 
let me knfaw it. He told mc thfc little 
people was the Jews, that the ilory was re- 
lated by feveral ancient authburs/ but ttfeit I 
would find it tolH with moft prtcifioln and 
energy in the eighth chapterof thefirft book 
of rfie Maccabees. ' -^ 

The firft book of the Maccabees, thougH 
not rcfceived into the Proteftant canon, is 
allowfed by all the learned tor be'anduthen^ 
tick hiftory. I have read Paoli's favb&ritB 
ftory with much fatisfadion,- and,, a^ irt fe- 
veral circumftances, it very welJ applies ^t(* 
Great Britain and Corfica, is told with-gfca* 
eloquence, and furnMies a fine model for an 
alliance^. I fhall make n6 apology for traft- 
fcribing the moft intenefting .verfes. — * 

* Now Judas had heard of- the - fiimrf 

* of the Romans, that they were mfigkty 
' and valiant men, and fuchr a« wottld 

* lovingTy accept all that joined -iA^dtk-^ 

* felves unto themi and mafce^ a -leaj^ue 

* of amity with , all Aat camtevdito 

* them. - ' ^: -'■' 'i ♦ '^ ::ti-i ^-^^ 

* And that they wer6 nwn- of great valour : 
^ It was told him alfo of fhdf v<rars i^n4 rflrfjle 
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^ ad:s wiiich they had done amongft the Ga* 

* latiaias» and how they had conquered 
^ them, and brought diem under tribute. \ 

* • *^ And what they had done iii the country 

* of Spain, for the winning of the miiies x)f 
i die filver and ^gold which are ifcere, 

% ^ And that by their policy and patience 
<* they had conquered all the p^ace, though 
^ it were very far from them. . . ' 

. ^ It was told him befides, how they de- 
^ ftrojrcd and brought under their dominion; 
^ all odier kingdom^ and iiles ihat at ^any 

* time rcfifted them. • - " 

^ But with their friends, and fuch as re- 

* lied «:pon them, they kept amity : and 
^ that they had conquered kingdoms both 
^ far and near, infomtich as all that heard 
' of their iiame were afraid of them : 

* Alfo, that whom they would help to a 
^ kingdom, thofe reign ; and whom again 

* th^ would, they difplace : finally, that 

* they were greatly exalted t 

* Moreover, how they had .macte for 
^ themfelves a fenate-houfe, wherein thred 

* hundred and twenty men fat in council 

* -dayly, confulting alway for the people, 

* to the end that they might be well or- 

* dcrcc^. 

X3 



Digitized by 



Google 



326 A T OUR 

* In confidcmtion of thcfc tliihgs Jl^a^ 
chofe Eupblemas the ion of John the foit 
Accos, and /afon the foa of Eicazar^ and 
fent thefm to Rome» to make ar lleague of 
ami^ and confederac]r with them, 

< And to intreat them that thejr ^^otdd 
tadce the yoke from thcm^ far the/ &w 
that the kingdom of the Gteckns did <^^ 
prefs Ifirael with femtude* 

* They went therefore to Ronie> which 
was a Very great journey, ahd came iftto 
the fenate, where they fpake^ and ^ikln 

^ Judas Maqcabeus, with Ijis brethrtUi 
and the people of the Jews, have f«it us 
unto you> to make a confederacy and p&LC9 
with you, and that we might be rcgiftet^ 
jrour confederates and friends, 

^ So that matter pleafed the Romans 
well, 

* And this is the copy of the epiftle which 
the fenate wrote back again, in tables 
of brafs, and fent to Jerufalem, that there 
they might have by them a memorial of 
peace and confederacy, 

* Good fuGcefs be to the Romans, and 
to the people of th^ Jews, by fea and by 
land forever. The fword alfo, and enc-» 
my be far from tb?m. 
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\ ^ if there come fiift ^myw^r upon die 
^ Romans^ or any g£ dieir cop&d^rat^s/ 

* throughout all thek diminjpsis, : . ^ 

* The people of the Jcw^flKtUh^lpthetn, 
'( aS: the Jtiosb ikaH be appointed, with^ aU 

* their heart. 

: ^ NeithdrflKiU ijiey gii^ any ^ing unttf 
' them that make war upDa diem, or aid 
^ di^n with vi^tttab, weapons, money or 
f flifipty a& it hath feemed^ /good ui^io |iid 
« Romans, b^it Aey- Aiajl keap tfaeir^CQfe- 

* iiant> without t^ing^-afiy thing A^e- 
^ fore, 

^ ^ Ip die feeofkc ai^uspec ^fo, if war come 

* firft upon the nation of the Jews, ,the.Ro-^ 
^ mans d^U l^p thtoi widi kll their heart, 
< acGotdkig as the time dull be appoi^toit 
*. diem. 

* Neither {haS yi<ftuals be given to theni 
' that ta^e part ^jge^nA them, or weapons, 
^ or mooey, or diips, as it hadi feemed good: 
^^ to the Romans $ but diey diall keep their 
^ covenants, and that witho«;it 4^eit. 

^ According to theie ardcks did «he Ro^ 
« mans make a covenant with the people of 
« die Jews. 

* Howb^, if hereafter the one party or 
die other, diall think meet to add or di^ 

, X4 
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^ jminifli' any thing they may do it at thdl» 

* plcafUrcs, and whatfoever they. ihaU add* 

* or take away, fhall l» ratified^ 

^. And, as touching the evils tha^ Deme-r 
f trius doth, to the Jews^. we have written 

* unto him, faying. Wherefore haft thou* 
^ anade thy yoke heavy upon our friends and 
1 confederates, the Jisws ? . . • 

* If tljer^ore they .complain any laore 
« againA thee, we will do them jufti^e, and 
♦- %ht with thee by fea and by Und/ - 
. J will venture to afk whether tl^e Ro-?* 
mans appear, in any one inftance of their* 
kiftory^ more truly g?eftt than they do 
hew- .. •"...:.• 7 . ;, ' 

Paoli faid, * If a man would pr^ferye the?> 
generous glow of. pitriptifni, he muft i^p 
reafon too much. Marefchal Saxe reaibned j^ 
and carried the arms of Frapoe into the 
heart of Germany, his own c?Quntryr I a<9^ 
from fentiment, npt from reafoningp/ . * 
\ ^ Virtupus fentiinents fund habi^, fyid* 
he> are beyond philpfpphical reafonings, 
which are not fp ftrong» and are continudly 
varying, If ^11 the prpfegqurs in Eurpp^ 
were formed into one fqciety, it, woyld no 
doubt be a fociety very refpeiSable, and 
we -fhould there h? entertained with th« 
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l>eft moral leflbns. Yet I believe I fhould 
find more real virtue in a fociefy of good 
peafants' in feme little village in the heart 
of your iiland* It might be faid of thefe. 
two fbcieties^ as was^ laid of Demofthenes- 
and Themiftocles^ * Illius di&ii,, hujus fada> 

• magis valebant^ The one was powerful 

♦ in words, but the other in deedst' 

This kind of coAverfation led hie" to tell 
himr how much I had fuiFered from anxious 
^>eculations. With a mind nanirally in-» 
dined to melantholy, and a keen defire of 
inquiry, I had intenfdy applied myfelf to 
-metaphyfical refearches, and reafoned be- 
yond my depth, on fuch fubjedts as it is not 
given to man to know. I told him I had 
rendered my niind a camera ob&ura, that in 
the vpry heat of youth I felt the * hon eft 
tanti,' the * omnia vanitas' of one who has 
exhaufted all the fweets of his being, and is 
weary with dull repetition. I told him that 
I had almoft become for ever incapable /of 
^king a part in adivc life. 

* All this, faid Paoli, is melancholy. I 
have alfo ftudied metaphyficks. I know the^ 
arguments for fate and free-will, for the ma^ 
teridity and immateridity of the ipul, and 
pvep the fubtile arguments for and againft 
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ihc txittence of maifer.. ^ Ma It^riMKf 
qucfle dii^iite ai oxioA. fittt letualoiiie 
tfaeie dxQxitBS ta the idle.. Jo^ngo-feaqdM 
fermo tm gran penficro; I hold al(«r2^$ £rj|i. 
csie great iAjcQt. ' IiiQ¥or &el a lAtnMat^«£ 

The cotitmnfhtloa of fuch 4 ichflmAcp 
really exiftiog^ n^ (if oidre i^rvk» l» mo 
tBim dl I hadl^fioiaUarto^wfn^ 
.fioca jcorwerfatioiit ot fiiQ0ijtll^«iier3Kwti«r<^ 
n^ own 0UAd» I had oUben formed tbC^idM 
of X man cooiinisaUf fucb>. aa K oouki ocn-^ 
ocive. 10 n^ beft mdoiQstfti But tbt« idon 
appeared likfi the id^*s we are tmight ia 4)f 
£bk«>ols iofofm of things wbkh may esa&k 
but do not; of: ftas of niilk;, md Aips of 
amber* , But I faw my highdl idea reali^ 
in PaoU. Jt was impoffiblc for ixke, i^)ecu^ 
kte as I plea£cd» to have a^ little opkiioo of 
human nature in him* 

One mornihg Lremcm|»r> I came in upon 
him without ceremony, while he was dref-< 
fing. I was glad, to ha^vic an opportunity of 
ieeing'hflin in thofe teaifiiig nv)Qaents, when 
according to the Dujoe (k Rochefoucsak* 
BO man is a. hero to his malet de chambre« 
The finely m)bleman who hafi a malicious 
plcafure m ^ndesmmsing to diveft huoraa 
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flKture of its digQity^ bj exbibtti^ pir6si 
views, i^d exaggerating &«]£s^ i;s^uldinm 
Owned ihsA Padii was lev^ry moment <^liis 
1^ a inero. 

. Papti lokl me tbd: from his earlieft jrears^ 
he had in view the importaot ftttioft i^^&ph 
Ijte aoikr holds ; fo ihat his jfehtimtots ntufl: 
ey^ hare been great. I aflcod him how 
tee of fyah efenated thoughts coiild &bwU 
widi anf d^ree of patitnce, to the unmeant^ 
logceromoniefi and poor difcouirfe of genteel 
feciety, which he certafady was obHged to 
do whik an ofiker at Nq>l«^ / 0» fiddfae^ 
I fntnaged it very ea£^y« £ro comiofckiM 
I |ief una ficfta Jii^ohtre^ I was kpown to bo 
a fingnlar man. I talioed and jdced» and 
was merry; but f liever iat down to phf i 
I wtttt and came as I jplea&d« The mirth 
i Hicc is wlmt is eaiy and unafFe&ed, Je nd 
pms fiauffiir long jtcmps les difeors de botis 
mots. I caaoot endure idng :die &yecs of 
good things/ 

, How much iup eri o ia r is this great man's 
idea of agreeable ooorer&eiDn to that of 
pifofefled wits» who jure continu^yiftraimng 
for Smtct remarks^ and lively repartees; 
They put themfelves to much pain in order 
to pkafe, aod yet {deale iefs than if they 
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woidd jnft appear as diey naturallyifecl thdn^ 
&lirc»» A company of profefied Wits has 
alwfltjTd ap]»ared ito jney/li]^: a cximpany c^ 
tftificers employed in fome very nice and 
jifficnlt work, which they a» under -a ne- 
ceffity of performing. 

;r. Though calm and fully mafteir of himfelf, 
Paoli t^ animate with an extraordinary de-^ 
grec^ of vivacity. Except when indifpofed 
or greatly fatigued, he narer fits down but 
lit moals. . He is perpetually in motipn^ 
walking briikly backwards and focwards^i 
Mr. Samtxel Johnfon, whofe comprehenfiVe 
aod vigorous underftanding, has by long 
obfervatton^ attained to a perfed knowledge 
dF hunuui nature, when treating of biogra*» 
phy, haiB this refledtion. * There are many 
f inviiible circumftances wfaich^ whether we 
f Tead as. enquiries after natural or moral 
^knowledge; whether we intend to enlarge 
♦dur fcienoe^ or increafe our virtue, aw 

* more important than publick occurrences. 
^ Thus Salluft, the great mailer of nature, 

* has not forgottcnin hi& account of Catiline, 
^ to remark, that "'^liis walk was now quicks 

* f and again flow," as an indication of a mind 
1 revolving fomething with violent cpnimo^ 
» tion {a) / Ever mindful qf the wifdom of 

{a) Rambler, N^umber $0, 
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the kambler> ^I have accuftomed myftilf to 
mark the iiilQll peculiarities of charaden 
f^aoli's bejag perpetually in moticm, nayhk 
being fi> agitated that, as the iamc Sallnft 
alfo fay* of Catiline; * Neque vigiliiSj -ne* 
* que quietibtes fedari poterat. He could 
^not be^ quieted eiAer by watching of by 
' repofe/ are indications of his being a4 ac* 
live and indefatigable as Catiline, but from 
i very diflfereht caufe. The conipiratouf 
iknh fchemes of ruin and deftrudtion 10 
Rbrti* ; tl» patriot from fche.mes of liberty 
taid felicity tc^Cbrficsl. ' - * } 

')?z6\i tdd in6 that the vivacity df hi* 
ifelnd^wa$ foc^/ that he cbuld not ftudy a- 
fiove ten rtiiriutgs at a time. * La t6ffca mi 
roriipa. My htead is like to break/ iaid he. 
'I can hiver Witc my lively ideas with my 
^bwn hand. ' In writing, they eftape from 
triy mind; I call the Abbe' Guelfuccii 
Xllons prerfo,^ piglkte li ^rtfierii Com* 
quickly, take my thoughts 3 and he writes 
them.' ' • ' ' 

, * PaoH has a memory: l&e that of Thenfi^ 
ftodos j ' for I was affured that he knoivs the 
niames of almoft all the^pecpfe in therifhisd^ 
thoir charad;ers> and their' ocatnedions. Hif 
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mctboty.ts:%mmiQ^.lfiWuXig, M iro le^ iwr 
eotomoA* M^b». the Jb^ .iMf^ of f^e c}j)fr 

ffweljr to be fouad. - Tiuti titliH/ it »t 9ir 
Jir^ to be .f!9CJMMM4 ftctotry. .XIm;||i- 
iliqfiiBs Is. w3mh Pw^ is .ib^m t^ ^hf 
il, swp a pf^of to tbe contiwy. 

wd.ft nLpMts.^Ui^h0i»9iri4 him to be iwf 
te o£ ^6^^ m bt pAffjf^^ ftcqMWilr 
ed with every fpring. .wid juwenw»t iJf frfjKP 
s^Ous «veats. l hffve |«eajr# him give v<^at, 
tbe^F^(|)i«h.iC4U:.f ^n# q(talj)|^ n^t^' 
tifi tJbump^'di^iE^i^fd gMi^il»aat«q^P 
B8sFch|ifa<a:er^ ol" thcn^ ^f^rj»! 90flcif^ sai^ 

¥fl*%'«Ad i«ft. I fltgWt 1^ ]^,&55 with 

mhi^hL he /poke, i^fttu f^hi occ^Jons, .1(9 
^•kd mcbiiml^M\ii n($ refK)Uea: hi» 
%iA^s {»/M ^ 'vnt^ d^m,dii)wi^ whe»/l 
f9tir«di^oita;his pre^n«» _ 1- , 

He juft lives in the times of anti^iiiiQr> 
He. Mi to.tnut *.A.jom^ man.ni^O.iKoiiki 
iovm hsfl iiu^ tti gkry* muftinotj r^ aiot 
dnniofiinQirss im^ Hutarcho* mik ITiio Lir 
viaj-iiutiFfaitBrchasul Titu$ Livins.' . 
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-^dt;lmve fiKQu'lumJEfA MtO'a fi>ft of reveiiei 
ffidvbMak oitt ima Mietf tif fke gMtfiidft 
dud Qcdlikcft cathm&i&a. Imcd&eSttmi im 
ftsncoa qfrdiii. *-WlTOt a Aao(giH:^.ijd«i| 
dxjufinds-.ove their hkppinefs tci yow !', Atid 

Eiirklie Mv^ nloyff^n'x^ fkmebeford hkuu 
* T!hp^> :is m^jtibjcd; (pohttkg tt^ithe 
« ftmiftif > if I f«l^, I fill' nt leoft !rHi5kE 

txqidit ajufis/ . . . 

X j^btured to t&aioai like a iifaerimie; ilitt 
I might be con fiin tod iisi ^itaous prhicipkb 
bjr^ tlkiftrlous a prcceptour^ I made l%ht 
^ teornl fetlings^ : 1 1 ;4rg;ued that cbfafbieaicc 
WASi^agi]^ amd oncertaiii'^ that ither^ was 
iiairdly any vice bat what men iaight»be 
fououl who have heeh gmlty of it fo^tholat 
iematfc, / JBot^ £dd he, them is ao man 
who Jbas; liot a horrbut at fome vicei Di6- 
f^rem vic^ and different vhtub^ htctc the 
Jftfongeft mprcffjoA^ j6tt ^fiereat Act ; >Ma 
41 viftii 11^ aftmttot!^ il nuttimeirtQ doi odftri 
cilpri^/ Bpt virtue io the ahftnwai. is tiie 

^fe»dl of <itor hearts/ , 

. Ti^lUog of Pr<>vidence, he faid to me wi^ 
that eameitnd$ wkh. which m. iwur^xsaics 
who is anxious to be believed, * I tell you 
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Q8:$hc \^rAo£ zsLhotieStmm^ itk impbf^ 
fibk for me not to be pBrfuadcd that Goo 
mtupoTes to give freedom to Coiiica^ ' A 
pec^Ie oppreflfed like theCorficans/are cer-^ 
taiiUy. worthy of divide affiftanoe. When 
)¥€ w«rc; m ihc moft dofpenrte circuraftan-^ 
fXA, I never loft courage trufting aal did 
in .Providence/ I ventured to ©bjed j Biit 
wi^ has not Providence interpofad fooner ? 
fierceplkd with a noble; ibiau^ and^vout 
air, ^ Becaufe his ways are unfeaixJiKible. I 
adore him for what he hvah done. I revere 
him in what he hath not done/ ' • ^ 

I gaw Paoli the charadker of thy revered 
friend Mf. Samuel Jdhnfon. I haveoft«i 
tegretted.that illpftrious menv fuch as huma^ . 
nity ptoduees * a feiv^ timds in the revolutioik 
of nuny ages, ihould not fee each bdier ; 
and when fuch aqfe in the fame ^ge, though 
at die diftance of half the globe, I have been 
aftonifhed hdw they could forbear i& mefet/' 

* As ifceel iharpneth fteel, fo doth li man 
^ the countenance of hisr friend,*^ fky'^ the 
wife monarch. What an ideia Jilisiy we not 
form of an interview between fuch a &k€^ 
a^d philofopher as Mr. Jdbnfofl, ifiid filch a. 
legjiflatour and general • as Paoli I ^'^'^ 
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^ I t^fvaied wi^»i^ llvttal ^ Mr. Jdf^fh* 

iin^ original lidnAur* inffmrccolk&^^i^ 

^ When I toidilifn Jokdbk that ft'eiirt«M 
iiadtanir j^lied^in cofwwfacioii tp cMintatfb 
4iii^$^re wai -isk) ^ft&KfHon faetwaeii idri^s 
Mil vice, he^4 ^ Wii^ Sir, if tfa^ I^Imt 
'^ doc^ nM liiiiik as iie j|ioaks^ fee is lyings 
' and I ibe noi what hoooor he am ^jnxfn^ 
t to hixf^Cdf frook iiaviog the cliiu«^^ pf a 
^<]^ttr^ But if he deep re^X^ think tM 
^ there is no di£Bia£tiQ£i betiveeia virtue iui4 

* yioe, wiijSir, when he teavos our bou^ 
^' let us ofinmt our ipcxms/ 

Of modem infidels and |]!U}CiV9(t^ri# i^ 
^ai4 ^ Sir> thefe ^$ ill yaie j^n, aad will 

* gy:ttify themfdiyes at «iy fflppeoae* Tn^ 

* will not ^oxd im&mnt f&>d to thek Ki^r 
-^ nityi ib thejr hdi^e Vi^c^n i^m&lY«# tp 
^ jenxmr. Trutth» JSIr» as a cow vsHba^h vHS 
^ jHdd fuch peo^ n(i mone rr^, AttdjC^ 
^ fh^ are gone to milk the fault/ 

I felt an dation of mind to iqe Paoii de^ 
limited ^ith the Mayings of Mr.jolmSoii^ 
and to fiaar him 4rai^^ dbem widti ItaHaa 
energy to ^ Cpi^^an hcroee. 

I repeated Mr. Johpfoa's flyings as nearly 

y 
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as I cjould, in Jik own peculiar forcible lan- 
guage, for which, prgjidiced or JUt^le cri- 
ticks We taken upon them to find fault 
with him. He is above making any anfwc^ 
^to them, but I have founds, fujpkjiciit an- 
viwcr in a general remark in One of his exr 
cdlent papers. * Diifercocfii pf thoi^^ 
will produce difference of Jangu^e^ . He tl>%t 
thinks with more extent than another, will 
wapt words of larger ;mcanin|gw*(tf) .. ^ 

I hope to be pardoned £br this digreffiDn, 
wherein I jfay-a juft. tribute of.vcnCTati^tt 
and gratitude to bne from whofe .writings 
and conversation Ihave received inftrjidioift 
of which I experience the value: in every 
Icene of my life. 

During PaoM's adminiftratidft^ther'e havfe 
been few laws made in Corfica.r^He men- 
tioned one which he has found very effica- 
cious in curbing that vindictive fpirit of thfe 
Corficans, of. which I havefaid a good, deal 
in a former part of this work. . There was 
among the Gotficans a mofl; dreadful fpeoies 
of revenge, called * Ve;ndetta tralyerfa. Col- 
lateral revenge,' which Petriis .Cyrna^S 
candidly, acknowledges. It was thi§. ; I£* 
man had received an injury,' %^ could not 

' (<?) Idler, number 70. * » • ': 
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niid a proper opportunity to be revenged bii 
his enemy perfonall)^, he revenged Mmfelf 
bn oile of hrs enemy's relations. Sabar^-* 
barous a practice, was the fource of innu-* 
merable aflaffinations. * *PtoH knoWiiig that 
the point of honour wa& every thing to thfe 
Corficaris, oppofed ft to ^tf progfefe of th^a 
blackeft of ciiilies, fortified by Ibng habitsi 
He made a law, by which it was provided^ 
that this collateral reveilge Ihould not'oiily 
be punillied' with death,' as^brdinary riiur-* 
ther, but the memory of J&e offender fhould 
be difgracetl for ever' by a pUlat* ot irifaitiyi 
He alfo'ljii^^t enaftedtlia^^^^^ ftatute 

fhpuld extend tO the' yfolatdurs of an bath of 
reconciliation^^ once made; ' * .-..;. 

By thus c.bm^ting'e'Vide fd deftMftiVi^i 
he has,' oy a kind oj^ fhpclc'of oppofite paf- 
fioris, reduced the fiery Cbrficahs^fo a ftatd 
of mildneTs, ' and' he^afliired me that they 
were na\v aHTully fenfib;le of th6 equity b^ 
that lawc , . \ ' / * ' 

While 1 was at 6.o!flaqafo> information A<^a9 
t*eceived, that the poor wretch who ftrang-* 
te'd.thp'wbinaii at the inftigatibn of his mi-^ 
ftrefs, ha'a ^confented to' accept 6f his life, 
ilppn cohdifibii b( becoriiirig hangman. T*hi^ 
made a* ^rdit nbife among the Corficans, 

y a 
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who were enraged 2t the creature, and faid 
their nation was now difgfaced. Paoli did 
not tianjc £0. He faid to me 'I am glad 
of this: It win be of lervice; It will con* 
♦ributeito form ur to a jufl fiibordination* 
We have as yfet tod |{rcat an ojnality -among 
as«' %B we ti^ufthave Corficantaylours and 
Ccdicdii Aoemakers^ we muft alfo have ^ 
Cbtfidifi hangmati/ 

Tcoiiild tiot help being of a different opi^ 
oioa. The occupatioxis of a tayloor and a. 
^oemaker^ ^migh mean« are not odiouf<. 
Wncn J aftensrards met M. Ronffeau m 
Bngland^ md made him € report of my Cor^ 
iican expedition^ he agreed with me m 
thinking ^at it would be ibmetluii^ noble for 
the brave 10aiiders» to be able to iay that 
there was wt a Oorficatx but who would ra-^ 
ther fuffer deaths thaxh become a hangman j^ 
and he alfa agreed widi me^ that it might 
have a ^ood e^d to haire always a Genoe&, 
fcr the hangman o^ Cornea.. 

I muft however do the Oenoefe the juftice: 
1p obferve^ thatl^li told me> that ei^airOOe 
oF them had jSiiffered. death iaCoriicar. rather 
^bao: c^tufent to beccmie hai^^fnatl;. /Wheo; 
i^ with a keennefs natumlienoai^h inaBtitbiii 
born with, an-abltoraMrco atf tyraimy, tajfcai 
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widi violence againft die Geijoc^ P^pli 
&id witk a modenition and candour wfekb 
ought to do him honour even with the re-« 
jmblicky ^It is tine ^ <}Moe(e are our 
enemies; but let us not Ibrget^ ^at they 
are jjie jiefcendants of thofe worthies, wh^ 
carried their arms beyond the Hellef^Rt. 

There is one circumi&uice in Paoli^s cha« 
rader which I jprei^t to my readers witli 
caution, knowing how muph it may be ri-* 
diculed, in an age whita mankind arc £> 
food of incredulity, that they iSlem SO jpiquo 
diemielv^ in contraSing their drde of be^ 
.fitif as nmih as po^ble. But I confider 
this infidel r^ as^ but a temporaiy mode^of 
^ fawnaa uaderftaoding, «id aai wdl psr* 
jgiided. thai tfa long we fliall return ft>*a 
more ed2mrphi(ofephy» 

I own I cannot hdptlttnkin|^tha#tliott|^ 
we may hodk ioatne imffroveifientsin fdefiC^ 
aad in ihort, fiipferkntt* dej^iees Of kdowladgo 
in things where our lacu|tie^<:an> fiiliy raacfai; 
yecweihouldiiotaffume to mu^^vw foia^ 
crjiidgeinants than thofe of ciur fatbera; I 
will dbeif fi>» venttiie t^ r^te that Fmli 
has at times extraordinary improffioi^s c^di^ 
Aane aod lutufie events 

The w^ ia wijkich I diicoverec) it^ Wat 

Y3 
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ihit: ^eing very ^rdnJ of ftu^hg fo ex^ 
sited a chara(fter» I /fo. fac pmiiikmed ikpan tik 
goodn^s tt» iiac, a? to take this, liberty of 
aikJDg him a thovfautid queftipn^^^th regard 
tp the mpft miQUtfii and pr)vat§,c|rQUiiiflap-^ 
tes^of hjpr'lifcf, ija(ying aiked biin; one d*y 
wh€)^rfon3B pf hifc ijobl^^ w^e.pr6fpnt, whe-r 
th^A'tftjud So A&in m his was iH>t em- 
pl^ed evea ii> fleep, aad if hQ u^ t<^ dream 
much^. Sigrtor Cafa .Biftnea fa«l:Wlith «ih aip- 
^d'ffmii.yiHch ip^ligdi-foniielhifiig 6f im-^ 
pqT<^G4,,/5S, ii%aa. y^, h^ dreams/ 
And* upt>n: my.^fl^ngl liim ta^ea^Jbin his 
m^^ing,; he.ipld we that the.iQcwseral had 
ofteli: feen in his dreams,. what kftorwards 
came to pafe; . CapliifEQnfifUMJdr this by fc^ 
iwal inftaiic6s*/,lBaid;h^ fj c4» give you no 
clear explanation ofif*^ I only te^Lyoi^fads;, 
8&nj#tinjep[:I h4¥fe*jhe6n miftakep, but in 

cafjm6t iay. what maybe cbe a^e^©y of irivi- 
^fak . fpiritfi.: iTkty QirtmAy mn&: know 
Btowddwn ivc'dp J* srtdfherc i^)f»ithing ab^ 
finxi ,wf:ii|ppQfiag that Goto <boidd pmnit 
tfwoi -i»iiccanr^iin«a^. thfiir kndwim^e.tq 

He went into a.moft citricu&andpleafi 
^g di|g[Hif|tiQQQp'a fubJ9jft^ the late 

S . / 
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pfailofi^phicdbf mtnnti, in hi$ Inqaby i»tc^ 
the Natuw of the Humaa *$oidi a/l]^^ 
y^Hiii may h^ r^ wick its much ddiigW 
ioi ifiuedj w«& more advAAtfi||;6 thaovthe^ 
works of thoie who \eiitdeaveur to d^it^y 
our bdirfi ^'Beifeef is favourable tOr. the hu- 
man *raind> Were it for nothing -^Ifia^bufc Oh 
fumiih it entertaiiimbitw hn^ infidel I fhoul4 
thinks muft fi^e^u^Dtly {nSEst from erinui. . ; 

It was perhkps. affeftatioa in Socrates to 
iay, that all helhad learned to know waa, 
that he knew nothing. But furely it is a 
mark of wifdom^ to beienfible of the Itmitr 
cd extent of human knowledge,' to cxamino, 
with reverence die ways of G o d, nor pre- 
fumptuoufly rejed: any opinion which has 
been hdd by tlie:jadiciou8 and the learned^ 
becaule it has . beeii made a cloak for arti^; 
fice, or had a Variety dF fiffiohs raifcd upons 
it, by credulity/ ^ . '-.^^c:^ 

Old Fellharti fkys, * Every dream is noi 
'. to be counted of ^ nor yet arc all to be^caft 
^ away W*l!h eftntempt. I -^would neither bd 
/"i ^ftciicfc, 'fliperftitious in ill ; 'nor* yet ani 
^ epicure, eonfiderate of hone {a).' And 
after obferving how much the ancients^t^ 

(i) Fcltham's Refohres Cent/I.'Refol: 5i. 

Y4 
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tttiSt^ t» di«inte^etatii)&^of'^etima» fas 
Idas, * Wtrc it ij« for the jAwcr of the 
* )|b^^, ai crytef dowft^thb tairtr ^<z)4if 
< ibtii, Ir \f»«^(l 40>etf 1 wouilef . how 4 l&Ki 

'fk^ tti^ri^MiM circiunibiiice fn BioU% 
^ahi^ wbi(^ I «baw vtntitrad td rc^c» ta 
ttnimf^'fy beliered iit Caifidu Hie tdhabi<4 
nnU df ^m iflaod, li]ce the It^diibMrj ex|Mrcii 
(Atemfehnes miioh hy figns. Whsn I dtted 
#nc of ^ni^ If tfa^e had Mem auuiy ^ 
i^anctjs ;«f ^e Generol'i £Dra4e«iifg^ fitintrti 
eVMfCB, Im ^aijiedn l«i^e bunc^ of his ihauv 
<Md npp^iod) < Tivite} $i^n0re» Sbmmjr Sir/ 

itiiu^ b^ 1^ ^at the Oen«c^ hn mdn&r 
|rioud)r projfM^tod this opinion^ m 9viet 
tlUtt he might hkyc more «iciil|onty in ciyi« 
Hiing t^ TVfie and ferocious people i as L^ 
<mi^s pire^nded td hs^ve lbs &A6ion of lint 
oracle of Deities j as Numa^gate it out that 
he had fi^i^Qi infimewsi v^ ijm nymph 
Bgeiia I ^r as Marms perfjiad^ the Rc»nan8, 
lliat he fac««r«d. divine cciQfinAMication» 
^om g hh^, Butrl caoi»(ft aUMw ,m^fidf to> 
^fiofc tha»t |*^o|i ^Y«r n^Oli^ ^ aW'Of 
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- P«alithoiigbntSrarfamU^ hft$ the 910ft 
f(Oth&tak^ bfehm0itr» Tltts i^ a mtdc 
of & real getsA charader. The diftance aiid 
fdenre whkh £)ait of oot ixKxkrA nobilitjr 
«fea^ jfi^ htGmifi n^ity is. now little elfy 
tkmia ftime.io tompaitfoo of what it Mra« 
in aodeiit ttraes^ . In atxricfl^ ttmes, noble-* 
flooi HmdM iSieur country. &ats^ Hkc prm^ 
«e8»in bo^iCable gcmndenr* They were moi 
of fowtt, ood every one of them could bring 
IwAdttub of folbwers ima tlie fidd. Th^ 
wtfe then open And ai£U>ie. &)nie of our 
modem nobility are fo anxious to pcefiarvc 
mi a}^itt%iit«« of ^nicy which they are 
fcn^hi^ auitMC bear in ^tamination^ that 
diey «:« afraid take you come neaf ihem» 
Paoli is not fo, Thofe about bini come, 
into his apartment M aU hoilrs^ wake him^ 
hdp him on with his clothes, are perfe<aiy 
free fircMD reilraint; yet they know their 
diftance, and awed by his red greatnefs^^ 
jiever lofe their refpedt for him. 

Though thus eafy of acceft, particular carc^ 
is taken i^gainft fuch attempts upon the life 
of the illuflnQus Chief, as he has good rea« 
Xbn-lo apprehend from the Genoeie, who 
lutve jfo often jewaployed afiOdfination merriy 
j|j a j)o|itjC8| y|f^, ^^4 wi^) wwkl gai* fo . 
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ber of'foldiars are CDntinuilly <)iii gnard'Upon 
him ; and ^ ^BS clo&r guardsV' ke has fome 
fg&thfal' Gorficon dogs. Of thefe five or fix 
Aeep/fomt^mhkchimhct^ and fome at the 
eutfide ^f^ the ckamber^door. : He treats 
tiiem ^with grtat IdndAefs, and they arc 
fttx^nglj attached to him. They ^e ex- 
tnmely fii^cioUs> and ]^pv^ all his friends 
Vtd attendants* ' Were any perfon to ap- 
proach the General during, the darknfsfs d[ 
th« night;, iheyyvtould inftantly tear him in 
pieces. . / 

Harii^ dogs for hia afHeiidantSj is aaojdier 
cicdumftance; about P^i fifnU^ to t}ie ,he- 
i:oes of antiquity. Hompr rejiarefehts y^?* 
maehus fo attejQ4?d. . ; . 

. Two'dogs a faithful guard attencl behind. 

But the defcription give^ of the family of 
Patrpplus appUes better Cq PaoJi. , 

' '- ^ ttoMEiiriliadMib. xxiii. f. 7t.' 

. ' nincjargc dogs doineltick at his board. 

:1tir. P6|^fe^ in hi^:n(^e^:?)itait recorid4>o6k 
cif the OcfyiTey/'is'mU with dogs 
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being introdnoed, as it famiflies ^li agrwaWer 
kfbam^ of ancient fimplicity;; He obfervcs 
^at Virgil thought this circiwtoftince wor-"^ 
thy of his imitation, in deferibiiig old-E- 
vandet. So we read i)f Syphaj^ genecalof 
the Numidians, * S)?phax inter ddos cantjg* 
^ ftans, Scipionom .^ppeUavit (ii). ' SyphsK 
( ftanding between two dogs calkd toSeipio.* 

Talking of eouragei he made a vtry juft . 
diftihi^ioii between coiiftitutional courage' 
and courage frbm'reflci-tion. ! f*Slr Thomas* 
More, fidd he, Swwld not prd^aWy have* 
mounted a breach ib wf 11 as! a fergeant who 
had never thpu^t cfif de^h. Bui a fergeant 
would not on aifra&>Mf haveiheifn the 
^m refelutiori of :Sir Thomas More/. 

On, this fubjfi£tche told Qoe a yery rc^^; 
mark^ble anecdote, '^which bapp^ied during^ 
the laft wai- in Italy, At the fiege of Tor^. 
tonai tha coninaander of the rarmy which 
lay before the town,^ j6rdered Carcw an Iriflt' 
officer in the fcrvice of . Naplesi to advance 
tvidi a detachmart to . a particular poft. 
Having giVch his. ordersi- he whifpered to* 

{a) I mention this on the authoritjt of an excellent fcholar, 
and" one tf our beft writers, "Kf r. jofe^h Warton in his notes 
<in tkp ^«nri4 ; Jor. I bate not iJMJXhk.toMd Vu pfiSage 
jn Livy which he quotes. j^ 
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C^tfcvr. < Stf^ Iludvjfiou to be x^dfeftt 

* SBtii. I llavc thd^efixie pi:rt; you npctt^ii 
^> duty. I tdl yoo in confidence/ k if ^w^ 
^ tain de»db for you alj. I place 7<m^thfra 
^ to aiake the enemy fynng a mine hsknw 
'; yMi/ Carew made a bow to the general^ 
md kd on his inea in fikooe to tlie diead^ 
fiilpoit He there ilood widi an luidbamt* 
cdi countenance^ aendhaviiigcaibdtoonec^ 
4he foldief$&r & drai:^fatof wine^ ' Hoie, 

* £md- be, I drink to aU thofe who bravvfy 
^ fidi in. batde/ Fortunately ai thai inftant 
Tortona cf^itukted, and Caraw ^ciftaped^ 
But he had thui a iuft opportunity oldif^ 
pkying^ a rare inftaace of determined intie^ 
pidity.. it k widi pleaiare that I meoid a» 
aoGcdoce fo nxuch to the honour of a gen«* 
ticmtfi of d»t nation^ on which ittiberal ta^ 
fictions are too o^n thrown, 1^ ^lofe ol 
ykhom it Utde deiervts diem. WhateiPor 
xti^ be tfas rough jokes of wealti^ info- 
haaae^ or the eanotts fkrcafins of needy jea^ 
lottfy, the Iriifa have ever beoi, and wiD 
continue to bC| hi^y n^iarded u|Km the 
continent* 

' Paoli's perfonal authority among the Cor^ 
licanfl ft mck iHBiwidt i ]haT«4eeQ9«r«wd 
4 
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«f f^ism wtdk^^gemefs and impettio^tf^mr 
ieomnrmg to afiproaefa huxi, as Hikty woisAd 
hare iniri}: into bis ^rtraient by force^ I« 
vain 4idiihc gtta|:4s attempt to rcftraki themi 
but whcA he called to them ia atMipsof 
finxmeist ^ Non €% on ricorib^ No aadi^ 
eoce mow/ they Miere hufhed at once. 

jEle xne afteisMm ffivc x» ^ enter tainkif 
tfiflcftetioli on the aackut art of ^w^. He^ 
observed ikut the aneieftte allowed of littkr 
l»aggagie». which they very properly caUdI 
^ inapEuMmenta/ whtfoaa the nwdeam {Ha**^ 
then diem&lves vnth it to ibch a d^ee, 
that 50^000 of oitr prelent i<^diers ase ^ 
lowed as much bagg)^ v» was ^mneriir 
thought fofficieot fi>r all the anmea of tfa^ 
Romaa empire. He iaid it was gfK)d &r 
fbldier^ to be bcvff arxoed^ aS' it reoden^ 
them pcoportioiidily rolmd ; ai^ he mmuk^ 
ed that when the Rookuis lighteaed their 
zmsr the troepB became enfeebled^ He? 
made a wry cudow obieryatiocr with tt^A 
to the towers full of artived meip^ which we 
are told wwe borr^ on^the backs of their 
elephants* He {aid it muft be a miihJie ;; 
for if tho^ttra^eKS werebroadr there woul^ 
mi bemofalbft them on^hadu^ele-r 
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]^ftnt8 i for he and a friend who was ail i^ 
ble calculatour» had mcafhrcd a very large 
elephant at Naples, and made a computa-* 
tkm of the (pace necefiary to hold the num- 
ber of men faid to be contained in thofc 
towers^' "and they foiind that- the Back of the 
broadeft fclephant wonM not be fufficieht; 
after making the hlh^ ^hwzncc for what 
mig^t be hung by ballanceori either iide of 
Ae anittikl. ' If again the towars were high; 
they WQuktfall; for he did riot think it at 
all probable, that the "Romans hid th^ art 
of' tying-'' on fuch monftrbiis machines at a 
tithe when they had not'^learnt the ufe eVen 
of girths to their faddles; He faid he did 
not give too miich credit to the figures on 
Trajan'^ pillar, many nbf which were un- 
doubtedly faHc; He faid it was his opinion, 
that thofe towers Werd only drawn by the 
elephants j an opinion^ founded in probabi- 
lity, and free from the difficulties of that 
which his been commonly received. 
^ Talking *6f various fchemes of lifei^ fit for 
kmanof fpirit and -education ; I liientlonerf 
to hini that of being "^ foreign minifter. He 
faid he thought it a very agreeable employ- 
ment for a man of partt and addrefs, during 
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dutlag fome ys^s pf his life. * Ii?^,that fitur 
atioxr, £ud he^ a maa wUl infenii()[ly attain to 
a greater knowlec^eof *mef -^md mani^rs^ 
and a more .perfect acquaintance with the 
politicks of Euro^e^ He will be promoted 
according to the returns which- he mgke&'to 
his covrt. Thay muft be accurate, diftind, 
without fire or ornaniLent. He msy fubjoin 
his 9wn. opinion, hut he muft do it with 
g^?at «|lQde%. , JThe miniftry at hpine «^ 
proud*^* i \ _ . . 

He faid the greateft. happinefs was not in 
glory, but in g(;x)4b?ft ; and th^t Penn in Jus 
American colonj^r-yirher^ he had eft^blifhe4 
a people in quiet and coatentment, was 
happier than Alexander the Great , after ck^ 
ftroying multitudes at the CQnqueft of 
Thebes. He obfcryed that die * hiflwy of 
Alexander is - qbfcufe and dubious -f . for hi^ 
captains who divided lus kingdom^; were toq 
bufy to record his life and aftions, and would 
at any rate wifli to render him odious to 
pofterity. / ;/ '^ !. '. " .^/ 

Never was I ibiiiorai^hly ibniible of my 
own defeds as while I was In Cbrfica. I 
felt how fmall - were my abilities^ and how 
little I knew. Ambitious t6 be the cbmpa-^ 
nion of Paoli, and' to linderftahd a country 
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and. i people which rotifed me 6} titiueii^ { 
VfHhed tChtaSif James MsoDoimM {a). • 
The laft day whfch i-fyeskt with P^Ji 
kppeafed of ineffeiuhle^altie/ I <hmi|;ht 
him more thtn ufikll/ gi^eat and amii^e^ 
when I was upon the ere^ of parting from 
lAtt. The fii|;ht before my^ ^pafture> a 
fitdc inddctit happened which Aewed him 
in a moft agreeable fight.* When the fer-* 
^niAit» Werel>]inging iii the de&rt aAir fup^ 
per, one of them chanced to let fall a plater 
of walnuts. Inftead of Bying into a pWSon 
at what the man could not hdpi Paoli faii 
wiA a fiiiile, * Ko matter / and ftirmng t<^ 
me, 'It is a good fign for yoia, Sir, Tempu* 
eft ijpargere imces, It is time to fcattef wa!-* 
ntits. It is "a matrimonial omen : Y<» muft 
go home to yotrr own cothitiy, and fn^ffty 
ibme fine woman whom yon really like* i 
flxall rejoice to hear of it/ 

(a) Six}mn\li!^p^Mhvmtt pf Hie iikiyr^i^wtKl 
tt the age of one and twc^t^f had the learning and uibilixiflS 
^f a Profeflbnr and a ft atefin an ^ with the accomplifboients of 
a aun ctf'tihe fltedd. &«« mk&xSitlLisfMttttrmim^^ 
)gnfUhaoir^^i^|P«at(4arnaiofiiii. JHe pi^ ««tc9 k;i99V]| 
to the QkoA di(tittgm(hed in Euro|>«f bdt itsu c^ed of fiofot 
^ -dietr expeftationsi. ficidted at Frefom, neaf Home, la 
vf^i. Jftidltf iiiic4jittttkiM«fr»|bdmiifl|o»lih^ 
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^remoay at JwediingBr oi ihatteriog jKral^^ 
l^ttts. Sox\^irgil;sDambn.ia9rs^ . : i 

.* • . .■ . „ . I J * . . . • . ^ J i . . ) - , , \j . '^ . . 

. Mopft taOv45 indrfe fecea : . pbi 4Rclj\ir 4^JC0h . ., . .^ 
Sparge maritc nuces : tibi di^ferU Ifte/perus Oetatit; .*"'!' 
- ^ ' Viita* Epilog; viHiti/J^' 

The walnuts firew ! prepare the nuptial lights 1 • . f 

O envied hufbjindj npw ^y blif^is nigh ! 
- ^M for^tktt-Wghf Hci|>«r »(Dtt»t&>t}ie % } • • >• ., 

ill:- ' f/.J 'mT .: * . • .,.-^*T1^ 
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i©an. nature wen: raifcd, whife, t>y a fort of 
CQiitogipn, I fck an hcwicft ardour to diftiR^. 
guifh myfelf, and. be ufeful^ as far as my. 
iltui^on aqd abilities would allow ; and I 
waSf for thfi reft of my life, ipt free froctfa 
t^yj^fh timidity in the prefcnce of great men^ 
.for where {hall I find a maa greater than 
PaoU? /, 

When I fpt ou^ from Sollacar^i I felt my- 
^If a good deal indifpofed. The dd hou^ 
of Colonna^ lik^ the family 
was much decayed ; fd that t| 
rain found their way into my 
From this I coijtradted a 
which ended in a tertian ague. There .w^ 
no help for it. I miight wxU fubmit to fome 
inconveniences, where I had. enjoyed &( 
much happinefs. 

I was accompanied a part of the road Jby 
a. great fw^rthy prLeftt who had never been 
out of Corfica. He was a very Hercules for 
llrength and resolution. He and two otfa^ 
Coriicans took a caftle garrifoned fay xio {eii( 
thaA fifteen Genoefe. Indeed the Corfican; 
Ix^yf fuch a conteoipt for their enemies, Htvfi^ 
I have heard them fay, ^ jBafterebbero le 
donne contra i Genovefi, Our women .would 
be enough againft the Oeooeic/ This pried 
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Wn^' a bluffi hearty, roaring fellow, troubled 
ifeither with knowledge nor Care. He was' 
^et- and anon (Hewing me tiow iloutly his^ 
ilag could' caper. He always rode fbrtie* 
jfeiets before toe, and fat in an attitude' half 
ttimfed r6und, With his hand clapped 'upon* 
the crupper. t'henTie would buril out with* 
comi.cal fongs about the devil and the <jfe-- 
riofeft, and Idoii^t know what all. In flibrt, 
BOtwithflrariditig liiy feverilhnefs, he kept 
me liughiii^ whether I Would or nd. ^ ^ 

'¥ wis returning to Gorte, but I variecl mf 
itoad a little fiom the way I had comei gb-, 
ing rhore upon the low couhtry, Mid nearer 
the weilemfhorc. 

At Oauro I had a &nt view of Ajatecid^ 
and its eavirons. My ague was fome time o£ 
forming, fo I had frequent intervals of caJBi 
which I employed in obferving whateVef 
tecurr^. I was lodged^ at Cauro in did 
houfe of Sfgncir Petaldi of Ajaccio, who re- 
fceived ihe Vith gre^at pdltenefs. I found 
here another provincial toagiftracy. Bcfbt^ 
fup^r,'5igrior^Petaldi and a jroimg A^b^of 
AjircGio ehfertaittcd me wNh fome airs dtt 
tWVidlin.-' After tTiey hlad*ttiewn rae thtit 
«?Ute1ixilfib ifcptbVed mTifidk, they gave nife 
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tbdf brought up feur of ^ gwrd^ ^ tlw 
magiilracj, immI aiadd tbeai ^w raa «. 
QmBfBH dance# Ik wm tn]^ ;£»'afe. Thcf 
iima^ped ^y^^ tbeir beds^ ^pmog upqo 
tbeirr't(ia$> brandiiJaJed ilif^ #niis^ wbeelf^; 
sjkI ietpcd wi^ tbe mdfl vk^l^t ^efttcukH' 
dmi. Itgavdijic the idoaiif ^oadituraUf^ 

: Duriog tJws jwrwy I ]^d ipery biuJ wei^ 
thcr. i cannot ,£orget the worthy reftoiBf • 
diCixttwii, vriMbfa hoiiTe iaffiDcdcd roe a hen 
ipitj^ble retreat^ when W6t to the IkiiH dn^ 
qtfitd o^i»^car(SiS% the ieverlty^if theAormy 
which my fidcnefs made me litde olbfe 4o 
jfefift. He WftS^ dfi-eady fock a iretfeiable 
Idermte as we read^ in the old nmancei^ 
His figure and manner intteisftedme at £cft 
fi^fa«« i fotind be iras 9 jqfiao i^dlk ikH 
^baed cn4he ifiaUd^ and that (the ^Gaunti 
fkdhim ibe honoiir to «ce«nE4tf>nd with 
bin. He gaw ine u itm|>}e co^tiernvvf 
«g;^ eheftfwte md wifte^ #nd.*wa» ve*f 
l^ral of hk hani and <>^is[r smorb fv^mr 
tial viauak to I9iy 4efVMbl. 'Whe^hone^ 
4mfi^ was by tfiifi tfifie yca^ well pl^a^ to 
^ave Im face titf n«i ^towArde tb^Hp^^i^iaMn^ 
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He was heartily . tired of J&eing foreign 
pdrts, an4 meetirtg with fbanty meals and 
hvd beds, in an- ifhnd which he could 
not comprehend the pleafurc of vi&ting\ 
He faid to me, ' Si J'et©i» encore unc foil 
retouf nif ^ men pzis parmi ces montagnes de 
SUiffe dont moftfieur fait tant dcs plaifante- 
ries, Jc verrai qui m*engagera a Ics quitter^ 
If 1 were once more at home in my own 
country, artioflg thdfe mountatins of Switzer- 
land, on whfch 3reu have had (6 many Jokes, 
f will fee who ihatf prevail with ifte to quit 
theffl/ . 

The Genera! pet bf his great politeiief'i 
would AOt aflb^ the to tr^el without i 
couple of ohoftn guards to attend tA9 in, 
cafe of any accidents. I made th^tn my 
compafliGfns, to relieve the tedioufnefs of my 
jouriiey. One trf rfiem Called Ambrofio, 
Was a ftrahge irdtt-coloured fearlcfs creature: 
He had been much in war; carcleft ot 
wounds, he vtras codly intent oh deftr(jyin|; 
the enemy. He told rM, as a good anecdote, 
that having been fo lucky as to get a vie\^ 
bf two Genocffe txi&ly In a liho; he took 
hiv aim, and fhot them both through th6 
head at once. He tafktklof this, juft as one 
would talk of fliooting a couple of crows* 

Z3 
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I was^ure I needed be under no apprehea* 
fiom but I don't know how, I defircd Am^ 
|>m6p to march before pe that I might jfet? 

I was upon my guard how I treated hix»f 
^jput as (ickn^fs frft$ one's temper^ I fomo^ 
times forgot myfelf, and called him f beftiji, 
felqckhead ;'- and once >vhep : he, .w$jS at a 
lofs which way to go, at a wild, woody paft 
of the country, I fell into^R paffioiiii and 
railed to him ^ jVli marayigUo ohe un uoqkp 
: fi bravo pu6 e/Ter fi ilupida; P 2|m ^o^azed 
that (b brave a man can be fo ftupid/ How- 
ever hy afterwards calling, ^huti friend, luid 
rfpeakiag foftly to )iim, I fftpfl rajade^him 
f^ forget my ijtl hijpiour, apd we pr^eeded af 
. Ij^fore. '. . f . 7 " • i-: 
: Papli had ^fo. bpen fo:gq(^ a^ jto mak^ 
lae aprefept of ope of h^, dogs, a ftroog 
dnd fierce animal^.. But he w:a6,fioo old.tp 
-i^k^ im ^ttachmeijit tp fne^ ^d I k)i^ hic^ 
between JLiyonjs.and- Paris, Jhe.Qeneral ha^ 
jwofniied me » young omc^tp be 9, guard a^ 
j^uchinlecH*. 

. 4-^ Bogognanp; I came uppn the f^m.^ 
fpad rhadvfornierly travellf^ from |Gwte, 
>!r|»ere I arrived fafc -after all my fatigues^ 
Ml^9^ fath«f&of ihcJFr^df^ai^ Cjopv^l, 
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t'ecsr^ me like an old acquaintance^ and 
fhewcd a kind concern at my illnefs. I 
{ent my refpefts to the great Chancenor, 
who returned me a note, of which I infert 
a tranilation as a fpecimen of the hearty 
civility to be found among the higheft ki 
Corfica, ' 

* Many congratulations to Mr. Bof\^ellon 

Ills return from beyond the mountains, from 

his fervant MafTefi, who is at the fame tini^ 

very lorry for his indifpofition, which he Is 

perfuaded has been occafioned by his ffeverp 

Journey. He however flatters hitpfelf; that 

when Mr. Bofwell has repofed himfelf'a 

little, he will recover his ufual health. In 

the mean tinie he has taken the liberty to 

fend him a couple of fowl?, which he hopes 

' he will honour with his apceptatac^^^ as he 

will need fome refreflament this evcnin^p 

He wiihes him a good iiight, as does his 

little fervant Luiggi, who will attend h&n 

V fo-morrow, to di£:harge his duty.* 

My ague diftrefled me fo muchf that | 
was confined to the convent for feveral 
days. I did not however weary. I was 
Vifited by the Great Chancellor, andfevcral 
others of thq civil magiftrates, afid by Padre 
/ Mariani r€£lour of the univcrfity, a man of 

Z4 
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learning, and abilitijes^ ^ a jHX>Qf of wIm^* 
he h^d be^n th^ee years at ^tadrid in tS^f 
chara<5cr,of fccretary to the Gcineral pf tfa? 
^ranciTcaos^ I remember a very «l€K)iitot 
cxpreffipnof his^ Qn tbeiftate ofhl^ cow^t/ryf, 
♦ Ccrfica, faid he, has for waay years paft^ 
been bleeding at all her veins, Thiqy ^i^ 
now qlofJ&d, But. after beijj^g fo-:)5^yciely 
e^^hauftod, it vi^ill take (omc.utqf ffdk^^Q;^ 
can, recover perfc<St ilrengtt/i/ J,,w»5 ali^ 
yi$tpd by Padre I<wnawlo,rQf: Mfhofc oni* 
mating ditcourfe. J have made nofention in ^ 
foraierjpartof rfiis bpok, T . 

•fodeed I fliQuld pflit 'have l^eca; nX a. loft 
tbou^ my: very f eYar9a4 f^l?Pi^$^ had been 
aU my Society, I was potr:Ji^ .the leaft 
looW , upon -as a- her«ick. J^iffpreaoe of 
faith was forgotten in hofpitalUg^; I went 
about the convent u if I had been in my 
ow^n heufe ; and tlw fathers, -without any 
impropriety of mirtb, were yet aschcarfuj 
as I could defire. ^ . , 

Jl ha4' two furgpcvja to pttefltd cpc at 
Corte* -a^ Coriv?^. ao4 a Fiedwp^tej^ i 
sind I; got a little. J^t'srbark froin the fpi-* 
feria or ^oth4^ry>:(i((^^ pf tto C4plttchii» 
^onviqntiit I did not Ht>w.9vc;r ^pfilt tp b« fef^ 
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£wAd it Was prrltAlj Mc fsr Di( ta go thi« 
littT* There vVit a kind of truce between 
thtf Corficaiis and tHt Fi^nch; Paoii had 
bdM twx> aaiicablc ocanfiErences with M. dc 
Mtobocuf their cotniotndcr ki cKiefi and' 
wts ia vrdi with Um^ tlur be gave me a 
letter of recoQimenftiiioti to him. ' ^ 

Go of^ of the days that fxty a^ue difturb^ 
cdjnc kaft^. I iMiked fi^om the comreilt t6 
Cortc^ ptirpofcly to wnle a kt&r to Mi*» 
fiAmucl Johnfon« I told my rtvensd frifcrid, 
that from a kind of fup^rftition dgreedble 
in a certairt degree to biniy as wcU^s to my-^ 
fe)f» I had during my tx^rveis, written tb 
hifh from Loca SouEnniA, places in iomt 
miafure iacred. That as I had written to 
himJfrom theToaii^of Meiandtiboni fatred 
to learning and piety, I how wrote to him 
from the palace of F&fcal Paoli, facred to 
Wiiibm^ond liberty j knowing that however 
his political priaciples may have been repre-f 
fettted, he had always a generotis 2eal for thd 
common rights of humanity* I gave him a 
iketdl of the great things I had feen in Corfi^ 
ca» and pbmi&d hinVa ntiore ample ixlatton. 
Mr; Jbhnfon was pleafcd vrtth whit I 
wrote hkm ^i for I fe<fd«ed. at Paris an an- 
fw^ ftoiiv him whic^^* I keep as a valuabk 
J 
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charter. * When yoa jretumi yoa -MJ^i^cre^ 
/ turn ib aa imakero^ maJki hope^ uiKter^ 
/ able friend. All that you have: to fisir 
^ from me^. is the vexsti<m of di£ippotmjtig 
.^ nac. No . man lovca* to frailrate e3q>e€ta^ 
.^ tions which have jbeeiti: formed in ^ his fa^ 
:' vour, and. the pleaiwe which I promife 

* myfclf from .yoor journils and remarks, is 
! fo greats that pcrhaj^ no degree of attscn-f 

* tion or difcemmait will be fufficient to 
f affbrdlit. Come home however and take 
fyonr. chance. I long to fee you> and to 
' hear you ; and hope that we (hall not be 
^ fo long feparatcd again. Come home, and 
^ expert fuch a welcome as is due to him 
< whom a wife and noble curiofity has kd 
f where perhaps, no native of this cdiritiy 
f ever was before.' 

I at length fet out for Ba(tia. I went the 
firft night to Roftinoi hoping to have found 
there Sdgaor Clemen te de' Paoli. But uh-p 
luckily he had gone opoti a vifit |o his 
daughter; fo that I had not an c^pDrtumty^of 
feeing this extraordinary perfonage, of whom 
I have given fo full an account, for a great 
part of which I am indebted to Mr". Burnaby. 

Next day I reached Vefcovato, where I 
was received by Signof Ruttifoco, who 
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pj-oved fitpcrioor to the chanider I liad C9n/*f 
cpivcd of him from the letter ; of JVf, Roufr 
iibau. I found in him the incorrupted virr 
tues of the brave iflander^ with |he improve-^ 
meats of the continent. I £ouxx^ him, ia 
ihort, to bp SL ipan of principle, ^bilitae^ 
ai^d knowledge ; and at the fame tim^ ^s^ 
jnan of the world. He is pow defcrvedly 
raifcd tp the raijlc of colopcl of the Roy4 
Corficans, in the fervice of France^ 

I paft fome days with Signor Buttafoco, 
from whofe convcrfation I received £o much 
pleafure^ that I in a great meafure forgot my 
ague* 

As various djfcourfcs have b^pn held m 
Europe, concerning an inyitatipn given tp 
M. Rouflcau to come to Corfica ; and a$ 
^at affair was condu<a.ed by Signor Butta* 
fpco, who (hewed me the whole cprrefpouT 
dence between him and M. Rouffeau, I zxq. 
^ahJed ttP give a diftii)<3: accoupt of it. 

M. Rouffcaii in his Political Treatiff^ 
entitled J)v Contract Social, has thc^ 
fqllowing obfervation. * II eft encode cq. 
^urope un pay? capable ^e legiflation ; c'eft 
rjfle de Corfe. La valeur et la conftancc 
avec laquelle ce brave peuple a fu recouvrer 
^t d^fe|idre fa liberty nieriteroit bien qu^ 
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quelqae homme hgc \m ttpptk 1 k cMtfifr^ 
ttr. J'ai qudque prdTcntiment qa'uA jQnt 
ctttc petite iftc etonncra TEurope. (a) Tfetere 
h 5^t one eduhtty iti Etiropc, capable? of 
Icgiflatioftj andthatisthcifland of Corfica. 
The valour and the codftancy with which 
that brave people hath recovered ind defend- 
ed its liberty, Would well deferve that ibme 
t^^ife man (hould teach them how to preferve 
it. I have fome prefentiment that one day 
that little ifland will aftdnifh Europe/ 

Signor Buttafoco, upon this, wrote toM. 
Roufleau, returning him thanks for the ho-* 
nour he had done to the Corfican nation, 
and ftrongly inviting him to come over, 
knd he that wife man who (hould illunii-^ 
natc thdr minds. 

1 was allowed to take a Copy of the wild 
phllofopher's anfwer to this invitation ; it 
j^ written with his ufual eloquence. 

^ II eft fpperflu, Mohfieur, de chercher J 

* exciter mon zele pour rentreprife que.vous 
^Hie propofez. Sa feule idee m'eleve I'ame 
' et me tranfporte. *Je croirols la refte de 

* mesjoiirs bieh noblement, bie A yertueufe- 

* ihent et bien heureulemeht employ e^r Je 
^ croirois meme avoii* bien rachcte I'muti- 

{a) Du Conttaft Social, liv^ ii, chap. iq» 
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f tili^ des aotmiy ii je pouTois. rc^dre re 
^:tf4ftc(.^efte bpn ca quclque chofe a voa 
^.bxaies compatr^otcs j fi je ppuvois con-- 

* courir par quelquc confcil utile mx vues 
•^40 -vptre digiwB Ch^f et aux yoJtws j . da cc 

* cot4 la done iby#2 fur de moi. M? vie d; 

* pion coeur font avous/ , , 

^ it h fiipcrflnpua, Sir, to endeavour to ex- 

* cite pay zeal for the undertaking which 
*you propofc to.me* The very idea of it 
*«levatc$ my fotiland trraii^orts me. 1 

* ihould eftpeo ikp. «ft pf my .day 9 very 
•ixobly, very vir-tuoufly, and very happily 

* employed. I ihould even think that I 

* w^l redeemed the inutility of many of ipy 

* days that are paft, if I could render thefc 
^ fad remains of any advantage to your 

* hr^ve countrymen. If by any ufeful ad^ 

* vice^ I could conciw iq the views of your 

* worthy Chief, ^ znd in yours. Sg far then 

* you may be fure of me. My life and my 

* heart are devoted to J»u.* 

$uch were the firft efFufions of Roufleau. 
Yet before he concluded even this firft let'- 
ter^ he made a great many complaints of 
his adveriities and perfecutions, and flarted 
a variety of diiBculties as to the prop^fbd 
cnterprife. 
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The correfpondencc vraslcept up fbrfonicJ 
tihiei but the enthufikfth of the paradoxicd 
philofopter gradually fabfiding> the fcheme 
came to ncrththg. 

* As I have formerly obferVcdy M. De Vol- 
taire thought proper to ciercife his plea-*' 
fantry upon occafionr of' this pfopofalife 
oniei' to vex the grave Roufleau, whom he 
rtevbr could' bear. I remernber he ufcd' ia 
^Ik ofhim with a fatyfical ftnile, arid c^ 
him, *CeGar9on, That Lad >' I firid this 
amcJng my notes of M. de Voltaire's conver- 
fations, when I wasr with him at his Chateau 
dc Ferney, where he entertains with the 
elegance rather of a red prinee than' of ^ 
poetical one. 

To hav6 Voltaire*s afiertion contradiAed 
By a letter under Paoli's own hand, was fio 
doubt a fufficient fatisfadtibn to Rouffeau. ' 

' From the account which I have atteniptecf 
to give of the prefent conftitution oif Cb'rfica,' 
and of its illuftrious Legiflatout and GefieraJ, 
it may well be conceived that the ich^iiie dif 
bringing M* Roufleau into that illarid;,' Was 
magnified to an extravagant degree h^ th(^ 
rciports of the continent. It was fkid,^ tfiiit 
Roufleau was to be made no lefs thah i'^oloii 

by the Corficans, who were hrlplidfly Ibire- 

ceive from him a code of laws. 
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This was by no n^ans the fclieme^ Paoli 
w^tOQ able a>man to fubmit theAegiflatioa 
of bi3 country to one who was. ai> ^tire 
ftranger to the people, the manner^ .and ia 
Qtort to every thing in the.ifland* Nay I 
know wdl that Paoli pays more regard to, 
wJbat' has been tried by the experience of 
^Sr than to the moft beautiful ideal fyf-: 
tems.iBefides,tthe Corficans were not all at 
cncb to ha moulded at will. They .were to 
be gradually prepared, and by one Jaw lay- 
ing the foundation jbr another, a compleat 
fabrick of jurifprudfence was to be formed. 

Pabli^s intention was to grant a generous 
afyluih to Rouffeau, to avail hina^lclf of the 
fhihiftg talents whidk appeared in his writ- 
ings> by cpnfulting with htm, and catching 
the 'lights of his rich imagination, fromr 
many of which he might derive iniprove^^ 
meosts to thofe plan^ which hisf own wifdom 
bad laid down. 

iBut what he had principally m view, was' 
to employ the pen of RoufTeau in reconding^^ 
the heroick adions of the bmve iflanders. 
it is tCK be regretted that this projed: did hot 
takfi jplacc. The father of the prefent colo-- . 
nelr Buttafbco made large xroUedions for 
Mdaiiy years bade Thefe are carefully pre* 
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Ahbi BsoEtiau hmiU &niHh ample mate^ 
riah for tHH)K)ry of Corfied. Thid^ adoriied 
with tfad genius of TiMnSami^ would lutve 
beta one of the nob^ xnonumelitt o^ 
modern times* 

Signor Bnttafisoo ^ocdn^niod me tofiai^ 
tta. k.wasoDmfi3ilabfeiDesttersgoal.MWfft 
town after tnf Stfagiies:^ .Wq weni^tortbe 
houie of Sigaor MdfeMi/ftCDitaftUor 4t4a^iir 
hefe» with syl^chL'i»e,fii|Dfxedw[I #i63p%Qi 
fbr tbttjfugh^ by 4 frioid of l^tg/fipf Sbttstf^ 
foco, in aaotber f^rt «f4w *w^. : - 

Hextnioraing I WMt^ onM. dctMlr^ 
boieuf. Signor SKtta£pc^ ifitfadHoed ittM tn^ 
him, and i pttfenM ftitn th^ 4f tNr^tlt^ 
^ornmendfttioa ifom Piio}i« :Ho gave qie K 
aaofl polite jftcqitsoiu The AnUiafie^ ^hM 
levee pfeifed me ; it msr^a feehe ib di£^raMi 
irom tfao&/whidh I had imii Sx fk n a tti m A 
Accuftomcd to fee. It was lifae p iftn j^^ af 
once from aimide jaiod tqufj igff, toapcdtfi* 
«d: aHMha-ii '-^i ^tmn the asoonttdita ol 
Coriica, taArbaaksjof die &ane« 
. Mydguewasttemr%adoHielbviotei^«hal 
k got tbr hotter of me altegother^ { ^ma 
obliged Co aik the Fnenek genend's* ftuaiM^ 
iion to haveaehair&iifbr Jtteifi^t)Mok* 
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When lil. dc Marboeuf was informed of my 
being iil^ • he had the goodnefs to aik me to 
!ftay in his houfe till I ftiould recovery * 1 
in&& upon it^ £iid he ; I have a warm room 
for you* My fervants will get you bouil*- 
lons, and every thing proper for a fick man; 
and we have an excdlent phyfician/ I men- 
tfen dl thefe circumftances to fhew the 
goodnefs 4sf M. de Marboeuf^ tawhoml 
fliall ever consider rayfelf as unxier grctt obf 
Ugations. His invitation was given in fo 
kind and cordial i manner^ that I willingly 
accepted of it. 

I found M. de Marboeuf a worthy open- 
-hearted Frenchman. It is a common arid a 
vdry juft remark, that one of the moft ar 
agreeable characters in the wodd is a French*- 
:ttah who has ferved long in the army, and 
4ia€ Urnved at that age .when the fire of ^Ki^th 
Is properly tempered. Such a chara&er is 
sgay widiout levity, and. judicious without 
ie^^aty. Such a character, was die Couoi 
^de Marboeuf, c£ an ancient family an^Bri^ 
tanny, where there iamoK plainnefs of dta- 
raftertlian among the other FcOTch. He 
4ad^been GentiUbomme de la Chambre to 
•iiaL Worthy Kfcg Staniflaufj* r: 
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He took cki^ge c£ mt as if lie h^ ^MSi 
my near rdatiewi He fiiroJflicJi , ttle mth 
bbok? «n4 every thidg &e ^cmM dbink of j6t> 
smfiuie me. .Whilb itjife^f^^cko lorflorai 
ihe t6 t>e kept vfery quiets M. dc Martordf 
iirottld ^low mjbtsAy to ^ nt^r mCt init 
jwyed lAc « fiiciklljriylBtakaBB.- Aa i grew 
better, he gradually tocrfcafc^ Any^cwl^, 
bfinging witli hfin dicafe *(fl Ttoort, ttf feis 
-dicers ; fo that IJikd atia^ Abe luDinoiir bf 
veiy large campaiiisss in iny a|>lrtnwntV TIfc 
^ffirei^ vweue polite:a|pKca±>le inOT 1 ibifae tf 
them had been prifoners in Ev^ha^ ^imw% 
iJftfiafti*Tacn- OnodEifcfeirfwlliQix^flier 
jde fit/ Lt)ms,:of the mame of IDenlJl^ia'dci- 
^dihfdantt)f Ibe 'ilhii3:rr6ius imnfeiof Donj^9s 
iti feotland, by ar branch fctdW fafaar. .ft> 
JjyoWB. JThffe ^ntivihaki c£^n tHboii and fyt, 
^^riIfAi me* ^ The id«i5of <tof beihgin fomfe 
'fort coirnby^nv iva& ^ejAag^to fas-bijA. ; ; 
ITound hire ani Bn^iih imtatm caf iPenriA 
-in Chmberlaad., ' Wdibi the Highlitrfjei^ 
m^chcd thrbiigh^ :diat eoitat^^in thd ^€^ 
1745^ &e had naairkd ^ ^oUAif pf *}» 
Ftench picquots 'in thfc vjjtjr «aidft lif JiH.^hp 
cDnfdfioa and dflteger^ imd ^?^ig)i ^fc^lijl 
hardly underftand <&© word»hfe fiiiii,, .S|j0l^ 
freaks will love fonaeliraes take,. 
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tik vi£iim Veiteri ; ctii placet i^ptt«tt 

ifemfis atf ae ai^ioabs Ailx joiga ibifieft , ^ 

Saevo Biittere cum jocQ. 

V HoRAT. lib; L Od. 3}^ 

So Vdnus Wills^ whofe poorer eontrouti 
*rhc fond afi«dtoii^ of our fotals j 
With fportive cruelty fhe binds 
Ungual forins^ unequal mindd. 

FaANCii* 

Mi de la Chapelts was the j)hyfieian wild 
attended me^ He had been fevcral years 
phyfician to the army at Minorca^ and had 
now the fame office in Coriica- I called him 
the phyfician of the ifles. He was indeed 
an excellent one^ That gayete de coeur' 
.which the French enjoyi runs through all 
their profeflions. I remember the phrafe of* 
an Englifh cctaimon foldier who told me,i 
* that at the battle of Fonteiioy^ his captain 
received a ihot in the breaft^ and fell, iaid 
the foldier, with his ipontoon in his hand^ 
as prettily killed as ever I fee'd a gentleman;'' 
The ^oldior's phrafe might be ufed in talkr 
ing of almoil every thing which the French 
do.' I may fay I Was prettily cured by M^ 
dft la Chapellf i 

. But I think my^df hormi to relate a cir^ 

cumflance which fhews him and his natioa 

m the ^jentedeft light. Though he attend^ 

A a a 
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cd ine with jbAS^eateft aifidvity, yet,, when 
I was going away, he would not accept of 
a, fingl^ JUopi^^d'or. * No Sir, faid he, J 
axp nobly paid..by my king. I am phyficiafl 
to his army here. < If I can at the fame tim^ 
h^iof f^yice to the people of the country, 
or to any gentleman who may come among 
us^ I ajm happy. But I muft be excufed 
iirom faking nioney.' M* Brion the fiirgcon 
inaf or behaved in the fame manner* 

As foon as I had gathered a little ftrength, 

I walked about as well as I could ; and faw 

•what was to be feen^at Baftia. Signor Mo- 

jr^U was, remarkably obliging. He made 

me prefents of books and antiques,, and of 

^ every . other curiofity relating to Corfica. I 

never faw a riiore generous man. Signor 

'Caraffa, a Corfican officer in the fervicje of 

France, with the order of St. Louis, wa? alfo 

/very obliging. Having made a longer Aay 

^ in Corfica than I intended, my finance? vi[^re 

.exhaufted, and he let me have as, much 

. money as I pleaied. M. Barld, fecretjuy to 

^ M. de Marbocufj^ was alfo very obligpig* 

• In jftiort, I know not how to exprefs spy 

>thank|ulnefs to all the goad pcopkr^v^K^^ I 

- ;^w at Baftia. . , 

The French feemcd to agree vciijr wcH 
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mtli tlie Cofficdns. Of old, thofe iflariders 
were much indebted to the'interpofition of 
Ffahce, in their favour. But fince the' days ' 
of Sampiero, there have been' many varian- 
ces between them. A firigiilar one hajp- 
pened in the reign of Lewis XIV. The 
Pope's Corfican guards in fome fit of paffion ' 
iiifuitcd the French ambaflkdour' it Rome. 
The fupetb monarch reifblved to revenge- 
this outrage. But Pope Alexander' VII. 
forefeeing the confequenceis, agrieed t6 the 
conditions required by Franc6 ; which were, 
that the Corfican guards fliould be obliged 
to depart the ecclefiaftical ftate, that the na- 
tion fhould be declared incapabl^c &rcr to 
ferve the holy fee, and, that oppofite to their ^ 
ancient guard-houfe, (hould be erefted a py- 
ramid infcribed with their difgrace (a). ' 

Le Brun, whofe royal genius could mag- 
nify ^d enrich every circunjftance in ho* 
nbur of his fovereign, has given this ftory 
as a medailJon on one of the compartments 
of the great gallery at Verfailles. France 
appears with a ftately air, fliewirig to Rome 
tiie defign of the pyramid; and Ronie, 
though bearing a fhieli marked^ S. P. Qj^R, 
receives the defign with moft fubihiflive hu-t 

mility. ^ 

(a J Corps Diplomatique anno 1664^ 

Aa 3 
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I wifh that France had never doa* tfe* 
Corficans greatqr harm thao'depfiying thflffl* 
of the honour of being ikp pope's g«gwj3f 
Boiffeux * and Maijlebois cannot esifily bf.. 
forgotten; nor can the fer^v? iflanderS W^ 
Maraed for complaining ^ait fi powerful na^ ' 
Ition (hould interpofe tp retard their obt^ip^^ 
ing entire poflfefliofl of their eonnitt^r, and of 
Hodiihirbed freedom ^ 

M. de Marboeuf app^anad to cgndu^i: him^ 
frff with the greateft prudewe end modera- 
tion. He told me that he wi(hed to prefenrc 
p^ce in CorjSca. He had entered into A 
convention with Paolii^ Hwttially to give up 
foch criminal^ as Aoold fly into each ethers 
territories, Formerly not gne criminal in a 
hundred was punifhed, There was no com-r 
mijnipation between the Ctorficans and the 
Geno^ft ; and if a criminal could but e&q>e 
from the one jurifiliftic^ to the other, he 
vfis fafe. This waa vpry eafily done, fo that 
crimes from impunity were veiy frequent. 
By this equitable convention, jufticc has l^en^ 
fiiUy adminiftered. 

Perhaps indeed the rcfidcncc of the French 
in CprjQica, Has, upon the whole, been att 
advantage to the patriots. There have been 
markets twice a week at the frontiers of 



Digitized by 



Google 



ftnlsl^^e ibJd ^l fftrta ofipipv^ns, and 
bfojjl^t in ft good mapy .French qrownsi 
whiok Iwve t)«eii jopltpd dov^n «itQ Corlicaa, 
ttioncy . A ceflition of arms for a few yea^s? 
Jbas been a Weathing time to the najtioq^ ^ 
prepare itf^lf for ovip gr^at effort, whic^i wiU» 
prohat)ly end ifi ft total fjfpuli^on of thi;4Gftr> 
»Qefe; A' Mtth kaUrq jbi^ heen gM(en.|ftii;> 
ft^tendi^g tQ civil improvoq^nts^^ tow^ds 
whiph the fi^ap^p)^ Qf the {^rench ha^ m i|a 
Ai^aU d^gr^ contflb^ted. i^aqy of thp ^^ 
diera wefe ei¥G^U$i)t }|apdy-c«aftfmen> and. 
9Quld ii^ftiXK^ thl^ i^tbff^ i{i v^ipu$ act$« ^ 
, M» do marhp^^f ent^tained hin[ifelf.by« 
laying Qut floral flegant pi^ce$ of pleaiure, 
ground ; ap(^ fuck were the hniQan^ and- ft* 
nxicable difppfitions pf this refpedahle of-% 
llper, that he was at pains tp obferve what 
things w^e mqft ^yanted in Corfica, and 
then imported thf in fropi France, in order 
to ihew an eXfimple to the inhabitants. He 
intrpdijced in paf ticulftf , the culture of po^^ 
tatoes, of which there were ^loue in the 
ifla^d upfHji his arrival. This root will be 
of confiderable fervice to the Coriicans, it 
will tx\^ a wh^lefon^. variety in tl^eir foodi 
A* 4 
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and as there will therd>y, of confequcnce, be 
lef^ home confuti^^ion of chdbiuts^ they will 
be abfe to export a greater quantity of them. 

M. de Marbo^if ihadb merry upon the 
reports which had been circulated, (hat I 
was no lefs than a minifter from tht-Biitlfli 
eoort. The Avignofti Gazette brought usr 
one dfeiy information, thit the Engliih were 
going to eftablifti Un Bureau dfc Commerce 
in Gorfica. ^ O Sir> faid he, the fccret is 
out. I fee now the motive of your deftina- 
tion to thefe parts. It is you who are to 
eftahlifh this Bureau de Commerce.' 

Idle as thefe rumours were, it is a faft' 
that, when I was at Genoa, Signor Gherar- 
di, one of their Secretaries of ftate, very fe- 
rioufly told me, * Monficuf, vous m'avez 
fait trembler quoique je ne vous ai jamais 
vu. Sir, you have made me tremble al- 
thougli I hever faw you before.* And when 
I fmiied and aflured him that I was juft a 
ftmple traveller, he fhook his he;ad i but 
faid, he had very authentick information 
concerning me. He then told me' with great 
^avity, f That while I travelled in Gorfica, 
I^was dreft in fcarlet and gold y but when I 
payed myTe^^as ^ the Supreme Council' 
^1 Ct>r^, I appeared in- a fall fujt of blapk,^ 
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TO CORSICA: 377 

Theic impcatant truths I fairly owned to 
him, and be feemed to exult over me. 

I was more smd ixMW?e obliged to M. de 
Marboeuf. Wben I was allowed by my 
phyfician, to go to his ExceHcncy^s table, 
where we had always a ^ge cc»npany, and* 
every thing in gre« magnificence, he vras 
ib careful of me, that he would not iiuffcr 
me to ^at any thing, or tafte a glafs of wine^^ 
more than was prescribed for me. He ufed 
to fay, / I am here both phyfician and con^-^ 
mander in chief; fo you muft fubmit/ He* 
very politely preft me to make^meiftay^ 
with him, faying, * We have taken cate of 
you when fick, I think we have a ^aim: to- 
you for a while, when in health.' His kind- 
ne|^ fpllpwed me after I left him. It pro^ 
cured me an agreeable reception from M. 
Michel^ the French charge d'affaires at 
Genoa 5 and was the occafion of my being 
honoured with great civilities at Paris,, by 
M. L'Abbc de Marjboeuf confeiller d'etali* 
brother of the County and pofleffingiimilar? 
virtues in private life. . : 

I quitted Corfiea with reludancc, wheal; 
thoi:^h£ of the illuflxious Paoli. I wrote to, 
Jym from Baftia, infwming Inm of my ill-; 
j^eis^ Y^hicl> J faid, yrz^ owinp; tp his hayings 
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nade QM ^ Qiao Io£ for mwh eQfi6qu«aitq» 
that ioift^ o£ pttttinipito ifttPtA iHiig Imk 
foooii he h^ lodged odc^in tbe ma^aificeatpld 
^ac^, wh«rc i^&wind and rain etitered. 

His idoiwer ta my iicil: letter is writlm; 
wilJi fo iqnch fpirkt thft I hogged his p^^ 
mtffioa tP puUifh it>. whki^:he gnantcd in 
the genteelefl manner, faying, *J da not re^ 
^ member tfa^ oxnteDts of thb |ettar ; folic f 
^•ha^e fiick a confidence i|i Mn Bofwell, 
^ that I am fure, hq would not publiih it, if 
^ there was any thing iq itimpropeF for pub« 
^ lick'ViMr; fo: he^ has my pefmijiioq/ I 
ana «ltti6 enabled t^ prefent.Qiy read^s vnihf 
psk oiigim! letter Imm Faoli. 

TO JAMES BOSWELL, Efq; 

OF AUCHINLECK, SCOTLAND. 



STIMATISSIMO 8IONOR B09WBLJL, 

JlieEVJBr lalefetera che mi favbri da Baftk;' 
e mi 9onfolo aflai cojlp.' notizia di' eflferli tt- 
mefla iii pcrfetta falute. Buon per lei die- 
cadde ill raano 4i un'valente niedico ! QukA- ' 
do altra volta il di^ufto de* paeii colti, ed'' 
ameni lo prendefffe, 6 lo pdrtaUe ih qufcfta' 
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iefftlJ<^ cQoteada, pTQcui^ero cite fiialldggiate; 
In camera piu caWe, e^cuftodita di quelle dd- • 
la e^ Cpjbani in Splla^o^Q; ma elk ancora 
ds)yra contea^Fit di nisii yi^giare q^ando la ; 
giornatEi c la .fl^fene^vogliono chc fi refti 
in caia per attendefo H teip.po huona. la 
refto ora impa^ienJte per la lettera.che ha* pro* ' 
naeffo fcriverrhi da GcnotM^ dqp^ dubito afiii 
che la delicatc^sa £ tjuellQ dame noa le ab«- 
bia fattQ ftM^ qqalche giomp di quarantena, 
per ifp^rgarfi di c^ni anche piu leggi^o in- 
BuflTo^ che po^ avere partato feca delF aria 
di qucfto paefe ; c molto piu, fe Ic &lfc ve- 
nuto il capritxio di far vedere qudl' abitp di 
velutQ Corfo, e quel berrettone, di cui i 
CotGl yogliono Torigine dagli elmi antichi» 
jcd i Genoveii 1q dicono inven(ato da quelli> 
che, rubaddo.alla ftriada, non vcDgliano eifere 
conofciijtti : co|ne ft in teppo del loro go- 
verno aveflero mai avuta apprcnfione di cafti^ 
go i ladri ptthbjici ? Son ficuro pcr^ che el- 
la preflb.avra il baon partito con quelle a- 
piabili^ e delicate perfonc, infinuando allc» 
piedefime, che il cuore delle belle e fatto per 
h CQippaflione, non per il difprez^o, e per 
la tirannia; e cofi iara rientyato f^^djmcntc 
nelk lor grazia, lo ritornato in CoFt€ ebbi 
ftibitQ h^t^zjiz 4c]l j55pf9^aiJ>afco deir Ab- 
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batuccx hellc fpiaggie di SplenxjWi. Tuttc 
h apparenzc fanno credarc die il medefilfo4^ 
fk venuto con difegni oppoiU alia pubbliea 
quietej |iare fi c coaftitmto il2'xaftcUo»^^^ 
protefta rawedimyento. Nel venire pdr •Bo** 
cognano ii feppe, die un capitana riformato 
Gcnowfc ceccavaxHKnpagni per aflaflinarmK 
Nbn pote lin^eaurae e vedcAdiD&. fi:aperto£ 
po& alia nkacchia, dove h flato uceifo daife 
fijuadriglie^he gli tenevkno^ dietro ilxia^ 
ftrati ddk provincie - okrannsotano. Queflss 
iniidie hon fembrano buoni preMminad'dd 
m^ro accDnsodamento xx>\W repubblica di 
Geoova« jb ^o pai£tndo il findicala a «[uefta 
provtftcia di Ncbbio. Verfo il lo delV ,en- 
tt^ante anderopcr V iftcflb oggetto in ^ufeUa 
dd^Capocorfo; ed il meie di Ecbrayo' fecil- 
TV^ntt mi tratteneco in Bakgna^ Ritoriiera 
poi in Corte sdla piimavera^ pfsr prtspir^mbbi 
airapertura della amfulta^enef^lc^v iiti^*r 
nii^go 4x^th prefcnte la fua atnidztst^ie^fatQ 
dfliderofp de' contimii fuoi irifcoQtru Fcat^ 
tanto dla mi credas - ^> 

. ^ Suo affettuofiflimo amicQ / , ; ^^^ 

PATRIMONIO, 7 ' 

gjDecflimbre, 1765. J . . . \ . 

PASQUALie tr tKOhh 
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' MUCH ESTEEMED Mn. BOSWELL, 
I R?^BIirBDVf he letter which 'yoxi- wrote to 
me from Bfrflia, and am miich comforted by 
hearing that you are -rcftor^d tp pttftdi 
health. It is lucky for you that you fc^ 
into the hands of an able phyfician. When 
you fhall again be feized with a difguft»aft 
improved suid agreeable countries, and fhdl 
return to this ill-fated land, I will tafcie 
care to have you lodged in warmer and bet- 
ter iinifhed apartments than thofe of the 
^houie of Coionna^ at Scdlacar6» But you 
again (hould be fatisfied not to travel when 
^^le woidier and the feafbn require one to 
keep within doors^ and wait for a fair day. 
I exjwft with impatience the letter which 
you promifed to write to me firom Genoa, 
^wdiere I much fufped:. that ^m ddicacy of 
.the ladies will have obliged you to. perform 
'fyma days.of quarantine, for purifjang' you 
ffromxvery the Icaft infeftion, which you may 
bsLYC carried widi you from the air of;this 
country : and ftill more fo, if yoouliave. ta- 
ken the whim to fhew that fuit of Corfican 
velvet * and that bonnet of which the Cor- 

• By Corfican velvet he means the coarfe flufF made in the 
ifland, which is all that the Corficans have in ftead of the 
,fi<^ velvet of Genoa. . 
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ficans .win hiffc tfae. ctSffA to J* from tbe 
aixrient helmtfts^iyh^reg^ the ^^Boe& fg^ 
it VM inv^tfid by thM^, who rob on the 
iiigh waj% ia ofd^r td di^lgwfr^ a^mi^yes i 
as if during <he Gepbefe goVot^myenti fni^ 
lick robbers ii^bded to fe^t . ptiQiihn:^nt« J 
9m fttre boitevf r* thit ydui^rill have takten 
the pix^^r inethod tdck ihe& mtiiafak tod 
deHc^te peribhs^ :in£oidktliig it6^ tfacm^ that 
iho hcarta of .beauties boi ibmied for comr 
pfeiflion, and BOt rfor dttcbiff ahd tyranny}: 
jtud fo you wiU &a^ei)een eaiiy rdflored tb 
sHxtk good gracj^ i Immcriitlrly on toy rc«- 
itum torCortft I r®c4i\wd iiUbrniatiDn of the 
.ibdret landing of Abbatucci^asr)^ on dte.taoBaft 
of Sdlantam. AU appraratkei inak^ jos hi^ 
,lkve, thathe'is!cx>nic;mth<dei%hs contrary 
to the {>iiblidt qoik/^: i|ie^lia8howdv«rjfof»^ 
rendered him^lfapHafeiser dt^dve cdU^ ^ttid 
prptefls his ^peiit^ncbi \Aj^ |»afled by fi^ 
gognano> i !kfvnt idi^t k: dxibandsd Oem^ 
officer w^ decking '.st&xxatkn 4o aiiaiSitai3& 
is}». He icDttld .iiat fnciiettU and \filtdRig 
that he traid dilboVewdy-btf l^eiook htnife^ 
to the woods J whe^^h^ iko^ been ll«itir))5r 
the. party detached by themagiftratej of the 
provinces on the other iide of t^ 

(a J Abbatttcci, a Corficaa of a very -fc^tiotfs'diai-it^^ 
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j»<*<Jeif to SpWrcept btrii/ The&uitobU^ 
cades do not feem tQ;begoQd|M'q^imi9^i^ 
^ei\¥wd& iMir .^3coain^diEbi^offi[ wilh, the re- 
f^lkik:0^ Q^ftQif :J «pi flow JboWing thp 

fy^dieft^ifi Ai^ fi^Awijc^ sAr 

l>Qti]t the ioth tf n^pt moath» I ihall^|;<€b^ 
Jfer itjie toie ^etg^j i^olth^ provaiH(?d,of Gir 
fo Cwf^ a«4 <iuf ^g tkf naodth of Feforuaryv 

i O10II retatn to Corte w itlie fpi«igv ^^ P^^^ 
pare myftlf Jfor. tiie.(§>penihg l^f ih? <Jfeii«r*j[ 
Confulta. Wherever I am> your friendfliip 
will be prefent to my mind, and I fhall be 
defirous to continue a correfpondence with 
you. Meanwhile believe me to be 

Your moft afFedtionate friend 



PATRIMONJp^J, 
33 December, fVl>5.' - 5- • 



PASCAL PAOLL 

Can any thing be more condefcending, 
and at the fame time fliew more the firmnefa 
of anheroick mind, than this letter? With 
what a gallant pleafan try does the Corfican 
Chief talk of his enemies ! One would think 
that the Queens of Gerjoa (hoiild become 
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Rival Queens for Paoli. If they faw him, 
I am fure they would. 

I take the liberty to repeat an obfervation 
made to me by that illuftrious minifter, 
whom Paoli calls the Pericles of GreM Bri- 
tain. * It may be faid of Paoli, as the Car- 
dinal de Retz faid of the great Montrofe, 
** C'cft un de ces hommes qu'on ne trbuve 
plus que dans les Vies de Plutarque. He is 
one of thofe men who are no longer to be 
found but in the lives of Plutarch." 



THE END. 
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